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Day, Mid-Century —

he Fight for Socialism
Is the Hope of the World!

By L. G. SMITH

. Sixty-four years ago the
American labor movement
established May First as a
day of demonstration and
struggle-for thé &ght-hour

_day.

This year the leaders of
the  American labor move-
ment, AFL, CIO and inde-
pendent, have joined with
the most reactionary and anti-
labor employers’ organizations. the
NAM and the United States Cham-
ber of Commerce,
workers into “Loyalty Day” pa-
rades on April 29,

The labor leaders justify this
deed on the ground that May Day
has been taken over by the Sta-
linists in the United States for
demenstrations organized to fur-
ther their own political ends. Yet
next to the capitalists themselves
the Stalinists will be the chief
beneficiaries of the Loyalty Day
parades organized by this unholy
alliance.

Since 1886, when the predeces-
sors of the AFL proclaimed May
First as a day of national strikes
and demonstrations for the eight-
hour day, May Day had become
accepted by militant and socialist
workers all over the world as
THEIR chief day of mobilization
for struggle.

To the demand for the eight-
hour day were added, as the years
went by, the other chief slogans
of the working-class and socialist
movements. The third congress of
the Second International, com-
posed of the leading labor and so-
cialist organizations of its time,
passed a resolution in 1893 which
read:

. “The demonstration on May
First for the eight-hour day must
serve at the same time as a dem-
onstration of-the determined will
of the working class to destroy
class distinctions through social
change and thus enter on the road,
the only road leading to peace for
all peoples, to international peace.”
i The workers' demonstrations en
May Day were met in most coun-
tries by police violence. The em-
ployers and their governments did
not want to see the workers mo-
bilized in wvast demonstrations
which revealed to themselves and
to all classes of society the poten-
tial power of the working class.
And as the revolutionary socialist

(Continued on page 10)
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This We Believe: The ISL Program in Brief

T"hé-lndependini Socialist I.eogﬁe stands for socialist democracy and against the
two systems-:of exploitation which new divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance, security or peace. It must be abolished and
replaced by a new social system, in which the people own and control the basic sectors
of the economy, democratically controlling their own economic and political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it holds power, is a brutal totalitarianism—a
new form of exploitation. Its agents in every country, the Communist Parties, are unre-
lenting enemies of socialism and have nothing in common with socialism—which cannot
exist without effective democratic control by the people. E

These two.camps of capitalism and Stalinism are today at each other’s throats
in a world-wide imperialist rivalry for domination. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism stands for building and strengthening the Third
Camp of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, looks to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement and ameng all other sections of the peopie.

At the same time, Independent Socialists participate actively in every struggle to
better the peopie’s lot now—such as the fight for higher living standards, against Jim
Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and the trade-union movement, We
seek to join together with all other militants in the labor movement as a left force work-
ing for the formation of an
independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy
and the fight for socialism
are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine
democracy without social-
ism, and there can be no so-
cialism without demoqrucy:
To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Social-
ist League!

YOU'LL WANT

copies of this issue, in the
course of the next year
and more, to give to
friends, shopmates and
other deserving persons.
Get them now! Three
cents a copy in bundles of
10 or more.

On this May Day of 1950,
LABOR ACTION and the
movement for which it
speaks, the Independent So-
cialist Leagte, celébrate a
10th anniversary. We were
born as-an independent socialist
tendency at the beginning of the
recent war, born in the struggle
against it, not only in opposition
to capitalist imperialism but also
in opposition to the imperialist
expansion of Russia which first
showed itself clearly in the joint

invasion of Poland by Stalin and
Hitler's troops.

In our very first issue on May
Day 1940, we squarely took our
stand for the building and
strengthening of the Third Camp
of world labor and real socialism
against it, not only in opposition
world. To this firm line we have
adhered without wavering for a
moment. The lessons of these past
ten years have only reinforced
our pride jn this record, and re-
inforced our determination to
keep the independent banner of
socialist democracy high in the
midst of an A-bomb world.

It has never been more neces-
sary than now to state clearly
and unambiguously where social-
ists—Marxist internationalists—
stand on the basic issues of the
world today. To this task, the
present issue of LA is devoted.

In the columns to the left, a
brief statement of views attempts
to point up the leading ideas in
capsule form. Naturally much is
left out; the.array of articles in-
side these 12 pages add much
more; the literature of the In-
dependent Socialist League, a
regular reading of LABOR AC-
TION and our sister publication,
the New International, offers a
further treasure of the best so-
cialist thinking of our day.

Next week, of course, LABOR
ACTION returns to its usual of-
fering of news interpretation,
features and articles «— all of
which have been omitted from
this special issue.

This week we highlight the
fundamental views of the move-
ment which offers labor the only
road leading to peace and secur-

_ity: the democratic alternative to
capitalism, the socialist alterna-
tive to Stalinism.
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Page Two

There Can Be No Fair Deal under the Profit System!

From the Old World of Capitalis

By BEN HALL

) Brush the dust off the old Democratic Party election handbills and there in fading letters you
read of happiness to come, of comfortable homes to rise out of slums, of higher standards of liv-
ing, of security from cradle o grave, of guaranteed incomes, of blissful peace and opportunity for
all. A glorious vista opens before us, if only—if only we will choose liberals or "Fair Dealers" and
give them a thumping majority in Congress on Election Day. -

But something always goes wrong. As the celebrating echoes which greet the election of "liberal" majorities die
away, we discover that we have been deceived and ask “who really won the elections?" Seo it was in '44 and so it was

in '48. A little disappointed, we chase furiously after the elusive rainbow: Perhaps in '52—or '56...

. Meanwhile, the

dangers of fomorrow seem more ominous; its promises, always just beyond our grasp.

. Since the Democrats came to power in 1932, holding on
for nearly a fifth of a century, a new generation has been
born and raised under a "liberal" regime. Yet the problems
remain, Achievements which seemed impressive for a mo-
ment fade into insignificance before the big uncertainties
of life. Will-war come? What about depression, unemploy-
ment, breadlines, misery, relief rolls? There is no peace,
there is no security, there is less freedom.

Are liberal promises worth more than the air which
carries their radio speeches? Mull over one simple tact.

Fair Deal Democrats, despite their hypoeritical crit-
icism of the Taft-Hartley Law, accept its basic spirit
and insist that the government (their government) must
and does have the right to order striking unions back
to work in “emergencies” by wielding the injunction club.
Truman just tried it against striking miners. If a lib-
eralized capitalism headed by energetic “Fair Dealers”
can really bring a steady rise in living standards, more
food, more homes, more rights, then strikes would be-
come rare and brief accidents. Why then dorthe “Fair
Dealers” hold an injunction whip behind their back?

The truth is: they have no faith in their own prom-
ises. They know that their capitalist system cannot create
the conditions of free, normal, peaceable, friendly rela-
tions among human beings. They expect always to face
grumbling and dissatisfied workingmen and they must
be ready to beat these dissenters back to work, For cap-
italism cannot and will not bring peace and plenty, se-
curity and freedom for the people,
/ Liberty and security @re inseparable. The people can-
not be free in poverty nor secure in slavery. Where the
majority is deprived of political and economic rights, a
minority of rulers will steal the fruits of their labor %o live
in tuxury while others toil. Those- who hold the director's
club will always be first in line when the goods of life are
distributed. .

How Can They Explain I#?

And on the other hand, where the majority is rela-
tively poor and wealth concentrates in the hands of a
few, the rich will become rulers and the people will be-
come subjects. In the words of Victor Reuther, who
doesn’t grasp the full import of what he himself says:
“Through the large corporations, the big business com-
munity wields not only economic but political power,
since the power to produce or not to produce, to employ
or mot to employ, has social consequences and therefore
political consequences.” And from an opposite source,
T. K. Quinn, former vice-president of the General Electric
Company, we hear: “The present third- and fourth-gen-
eration officiuls of monster corporations . . . have a power
beyond that of political presidents or governors, without
direct knowledge or human contact with theiv tens or
hundreds of thousands of employees or elective respons-
tbility to them.' Old Deal or New Deal, the capitalists
rule.
= And if a liberalized capitalism can bring peace and
plenty, how explain two world wars and a threatening
third; how explain depressions, crises, recessions, which
have repeatedly wracked our society, bringing starvation
in the midst of plenty; how explain inflation, unemploy-
ment, race discrimination, imperialist oppression? How
explain billions spent to pry out the seecrets of atomic
bombs and only pittances to explore the causes and seek
the cure of cancer; how explain why we, with our mar-
velous machine civilization, tremble before insecurity in
old age and sickness just like primitive man with his
crude implements? ’

Liberal apologists for the capitalist system pick at
each social sore. They ascribe all the agonies of society,
separately, each to the selfishness or weakness of indi-
viduals, to an error of judgment here, an oversight there,
a trifling lack of understanding. To such quackery be-
longs Fair Dealism, which may at times treat some of
the lesser symptoms of social decay but which can never
probe to its roots.

. Regardless of how it is patched, treated, sprayed, or
plated with liberalism, capitalism by its very nature will
continue to push society downward. The choice before us
is not whether we shall hold on o what we have, the good
with the evil, or whether we shall reach out for something
better. It is: shall we permit what we have, all the acqui-
sitions of civilization, to slip away, or shall we make an
advance to socialism? Socialism or barbarism, a monstrous
totalitarian barbarism—these are the alternatives.

Under capitalism, a tiny minority owns the means
of production— the factories, mines, railroads—but does
no produetive work. The vast majority, the working class,

‘do not own them but must work at them. They must sell

their labor power to the capitalist, who will allow them
to earry on production only because he seeks one dom-
inant objective: profits, He produces everything for
profits; he will produce anything for a profit: automo-
biles or tanks; comic books or bibles; coffins or cradles;
whiskey or books on temperance. If profits cease, he will
lock the factory gates and turn millions out of work. It

matters not that millions need the goods of life, starve, -

or freeze. Only when profits are assured will he permit
the belts of production to turn.

And this capitalism must endlessly seek for ever-
expanding markets. For by creating profits it restricts
its own markets and its own ability to make more profits.
Enormous accumulations of money and wealth fall to the
lot of a few who could never spend all they possess in a
life of lifetimes; the purchasing power of the people is
limited. The capitalist seeks to invest his accumulation,
to build more factories to make more profits, to sell and
produce more and more.

On Top of the Heap—of Ruins

But the market under capitalism cannot keep up with
its ability to produce. Thousands of capitalists, producing
without knowledge or regard for one another and without
the desire or ability to coordinate their production with
the needs of society, periodically throw enormous quan-
tities of goods out for sale. Buyers cannot be found.-
Profits cannot be made. Production stops. We are in the
throes of a erisis.

Soon, vast monopolies shunt aside small manufactur-
ers and dominate wide sectors of the national economy.
Through monopoly controls they force prices upward and
skim off the richest profits for themselves. Knocking” and
creaking and slipping, this capitalist machinery worked
for a long while. Each breakdown was followed by a new
and rapid rise.

By 1914, the big capitalist countries had virtually
divided all the world’s markets among themselves, but
none were or could be satisfied. They were driven first
into one war and then into another, fighting, killing,
decimating, annihilating over the division, redivision and
further redivision of the world’s resources, markets, and
fields of investment. From this merciless battle for
world-wide imperialist supremacy, the United States
finally emerged as the only really victorious capitalist
country. All the nations of Europe, the victors with the
vanquished, lay in ruins. In the birthplace of modern cap-
italism, industry was despoiled; people were starving;
homes were crumbling.

On this pile of destruction the United States has
climbed as world capitalist master; and if thus far the
American peopie have not felt the full impact of cgpitalist
decline, it is only because the rest of the capitalist world
is in ruins. While Russia rules over one half of the world,
the' remaining "hailf, still capitalist, is dominated by one
giant capitalist power: the United States, But if capitalism
still remains supreme in the United States, Europe shows
us our future.

Mortal illness struck at capitalism in the Uhited
States in the crisis of the ’30s. By destroying goods and

raising prices and creating artificial shortages, the New
Deal made production profitable once again for the cap-
italists and output rose. But only for a while,

-
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When production dipped again, we were saved from
another depression only by the outbreak of a war in
Europe whose destructive horrors brought lush markets
for American industry. And when the United States
finally entered the war, it became clear that the blind
quest of individual capitalists for profits-was defective
as the regulating pendulum for a nation facing the dif-
ficult and complicated tasks of war. In the pursuit of
destructive, murderous imperialist aims, the government
extended its authority to every sphere of life; it became
the main “market” and “consumer” of the products of
capitalist industry; it guaranteed profits, it dictated
quotas, prices and assigned machinery and raw mater-.
ials. If the profit dvive cannot suit the needs of the cap- - F
italist class itself in time of war, how can it serve the
people in time of peace? :

And today in the post-war period, we enjoy a rela-
tive prosperity only because industry finds blank spaces
of war destruction to fill in, is primed by huge Marshall
Plan expenditures, and is guaranteed future ""px"epared-

ness” markets here and abroad. Even so five to seven .

million men look for work in vain.

Results of Fair Deal Liberalism

Could the Mississippi be harnessed to turn fans for'
cooling the heated brow of an uncomfortable billionaire
on a hot July afternoon? Could the auto assembly lines
and mighty presses be redesigned to run off platinum-
lined ivory bath tubs to satisfy the caprice of a few
luxury-loving magnates? A ecrazy thought? Of course.
But on just such erazy principles does modern class
society operate.

The powers of nature, science, and human industry,
which can bring unprecedented abundance and comfort -
for all, are harnessed for small ruling groups, their
luxuries and their wars—in Russia, a bureaucratic to-
talitarian class; in the United States, a privileged cap-
italist class. And each of these two classes stand as can-
didates for emperor of the world. If they remain, in power
they will “settle” the question with rockets and atom
bombs, while the bloodstained victor, if any, holds court
in a heap of rubbish and dust.

And what do “Fair Dealers” propose? That the Amer-
ican flag and not the Russian wave over the graveyard
of civilization. A new world war will blot out the sun of
culture? Then let us prepare ail the more carefully, they
say. Atom bombs threaten all human life? Then quickly,
they say, let us add to the growing pile. Hydrogen bombs k1%
could destroy all life? Hurry then and be the first to
invent them. Meanwhile, reforms are pigeonholed. ‘But
war preparations continue without stint.

Worn-out liberalism, lukewarm reformism, confused pro-
gressivism, all the qualities which go- o maks up the-
feeble character of our "Fair Deal” can raise energy and’

steam only for its war. And at home, it initiates a war

by genuine liberals as a sacred ground of liberty.

It has erected a huge secret police apparatus which i
pries into the private lives and peers into the minds of
its citizens. It persecutes dissenters and radicals on the !
pretext of looking for “subversives” and spies. It fires e |
government employees and teachers because of “thought il
crimes”— holding unpopular views; it burns magazines
on science; it censors scientists; it reaches out into the
factories to grab militants. By these “liberal” measures . L
of defense of “democracy,” it endorses in principle the i 2
barracks-bureaucratism of totalitarian Stalinism which
it intends to fight.

Cold-war diplomacy pushes Jthe political methods of g

the two contestants along parallel lines. Such are the re-
sults of “Fair Deal” liberalism seeking to preserve cap-
italist domination.

The fate of mankind, perhaps for centuries to come,
now hinges on the ability of workingpeople to take con-
trol of the machinery to which they alone transmit the-
hum of life; to set aside all ruling classes: to open the
fioodgates of production not for destruction or privilege-
but for the needs of society. A government of - wofking-
people must end capitalism and take the read to-soeial-.
ism, to a society without classes, without exploitation, to-
a society of freedom, peace, and abundance for ail.

A basic pamphlet—
~ "SOCIALISM: 3
THE HOPE OF HUMANITY" - ]
by Max Shachtman ;
Read if! ' 10 cents - I
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 The Democratic Alternative to Capitalism

'—To a New World of

. #he post hundred vyears

{ By GORDON HASKELL

 The ideas of socialism are under attack from _various
sides. The Republican Party's.main charge against the Fair
Deal is-that the Democrats are leading America "down the
road fo socialism." Austerity in Britain and all the economic
difficulties of the British Labor Party government are
blamed on “socialism.” And finally, the totalitarian slave
state in Russia and all its evils are pointed to as the fruits

"of socialism."

In the face of this concentrated political and ideological attack, the

Independ

t Socialist League proudly states that its chief aim is to
. spread the ideas of SOCIALISM among the workers and people gen-

erally. But because this word is being abused to describe and damn
such completely different ideologies, programs and policies as are pre-
sided cver by Truman, Attlee and Stalin, it is now more necessary than
ever fer those who call themselves socialists to state clearly what they

mean by "socialism.”

‘All erganixations which have
called themselves “'socialist" for
have
shared one idea. This was that

- capitalism cannot by its very na-

fure provide plenty, security and
peace to the peopies of the world,
and that it must be replaced by a
system of society in which the
basic industries are owned and
controlled by the workers and the
common people through their gov-
ernment. It was this idea that
Karl Marxexpressed in the “Com-

" munist Manifesto” of 1848 when

he wrote that the Manifesto’s
program could be summed up in
a single sentence: “Abolition of
private property.”

The experience of the degener-
ation of the Russian Revolution
and of the social - democratic
movements of Europe has taught
Independent Socialists that. an-
other cide of the socialist idea
must be stressed equally with
that of the abolition of private
property in the means of produc-
tion. This is the idea.of workers'
contirol of produaction; of complete
economic, political and social de-
mocracy as necessary character-
istics of any socialist society.

Role of Labor "

The Marxian socialists always
stressed the role of the workers
in estaklishing socialism, To them
socialism was not just a fine ideal
that was to come about because
many enlightened people wanted
it. They knew that the workers,
organized and trained by modern
industry, were the only social
class capable of leading the fight

to abolish eapitalism and usher in
the new socialist society.

This idea is more important to-
day than ever. The failure of the
workers in the past thirty years
to come to power in any country
and to reorganize it along social-
ist lines is due primarily to the
subversion and demoralization of
the working-class movements by
the social-democrats und the Sta-
linists.

Two Lion Tamers

These two movements operated
in.different ways and for differ-
ent ends. The rightist social-dem-
ocrats demoralized the workers’
movements by leading them to
subordinate their own interests to
those of the “liberal” capitalists.
To them “socialism”™ was some-
thing to be talked about in peace-
ful May Day rallies. But in every
decisive situation they blunted
the struggles of the workers. And
through their bureaucratic con-
trol of -the labor movements of
Europe, they turned them into
docile movements of social re-
form.

The Stalinists, far more bu-

« reaucratic than the social-demo-

crats in their organizational
methods, taught the workers to
rely on the Russian government
for their liberation rather than
on their own organized strength
and everywhere subordinated the
strugeles of the workers to the
interests of the totalitarian Rus-
sian state.

The Independent Socialists in-
sist that socialism can only be a
product of a working-class move-
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.ment which relies on its own

strength, A democratic society
can only be established by a
working class which is itself dem-
ocratically organized. It can only
be established by a working class
which, in the course of its own

. economic and political sfruggles.

comes to UNDERSTAND its historic
mission to reorganize society
along socialist lines.

Side by side with the private
ownership of the means of pro-
duction, the capitalist class has
established a political state which
is organized for the main purpose
of safeguarding and maintaining
the rule of capital over the eco-
nomic and social life of the na-
tion. This state power, whether
it be organized in the form of
parliamentary government (as in
the United States and Western
Europe) or of fascist dictator-

ship, is the chief prop of the cap- °

italist order.

Reform Won't Do

The workers cannot, therefore,
hope to establish socialism by
gradually reforming capitalism
through the election of “friends
of labor” to office. For socialism
to be established the workers must
understand that only a new form

of government, organized along

new principles, can serve their
purposes.,

The experience of the Russian
Revolution and of the temiperary
and half-completed workers’ revo-
lutions in other countries teaches
that the political form best adapt-
ed to a workers’ government is
that of local, regional and national
councils elected democratically on
an occupational basis. Through
such councils the productive mem-
bers of society can effectively and
ttemocratically organize all sides
of social life. They can plan for
production and distribution, for
public health, schooling and such
military forces as they may re-
quire to protect themselves from
attack by capitalist or Stalinist
classes inside or outside their own
bhorders.

lgternationalism

The Independent Socialists do
not attempt to- prescribe to the
workers the exact institutions and
methods through which they
should organize a socialist society.
They insist only on two cardinal
principles ‘and seek to educate and
fight for them within the labor
movement and in society gener-
ally. They are for complete de-
mocracy and they believe that the
emancipation of society from the
rule of capitalist owners and Sta-
linist bureaucrats can only be
achieved by a working class which
is conscious of its goal and organ-
ized independently of all other
classes in society to achieve it.

In addition to this insistence on
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the need for democracy and con-
sciousness in the working class as
a necessary precondition for so-
cialism, the Independent Socialists
stress the international character
of the socialist idea.

We are internationalists because
we believe in the brotherhood of
the common people of all lands.
That is, we believe that whatever
differences of language and his-
torical tradition and culture may
separate them, all human beings
have similar basic needs and hence
similar’ desires.

But over and beyond this DE-
SIRE for world brotherhood, the
Independent Socialists insist that
modern society cannot solve its
economic and social problems un-
til the whole world is reorganized
and united under socialism.

Join Hands!

The most striking contemporary
demonstration of the impossibility
of restricting socialism te a single
country is the condition of society
in Great Britain today. It is true
that Great Britain has not been
organized on socialist lines. But

. the attempt to establish a form of

- nationalization of some of the ma-
jor industries in Britain has by
itself brought no real long-term
solution to the economic plight of
the British people. Their economy
is dependent on world economy,
and the same would be true even
if the workers had taken power
and expropriated the capitalists
completely. The same would be
true of any werking class which

attempted to build socialism in
one country. )

Thus, for the Independent So-
cialists, internationalism is both
an ideal and a necessity. They
support the struggles of all work-
ers everywhere against their capi-
‘talist and Stalinist :masters, and
the struggles for national libera-
tion of all colonial and oppressed
peoples. They urge the workers of
all lands to join hands in their
fight against their masters, and in-
sist that a socialist society in
which the exploitation and oppres-
sion of man by man has been abol-
ished once and for all can only be
achieved on an international basis.

To Independent Socialists, then,
the following are prerequisites for
the establishment of a socialist so-
ciety: Abolition of the. private
ownership of the basic means of
production; collective ownership
under complete democracy in both
the economy and in government;
leadership of sociefy by a con-
scious working class; internation-
alism.
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. yet just fear of losing a job, fear of being
. avoided by your friends, fear of.bad publicity,
fear of losing clients ...

An Obstacle for Capitalism, a Necessity for Socialism

From This a New Man Shall Arise!

By HAL DRAPER

Now ’tis the spring, and weeds are shallow-rooted;
Sufler them now, and they'll o’ergrow the garden,
And chole the herbs foi want of husbandry.

—Henry VI (Part 2)
Fear is the Im!lmurk of totalitarianism. Fear
is also the weapon of totalitarianism, even more
than its slave camps and executioners which
come in only as the last resort. Fear of being dif-

ferent'from the official pattern, fear of standing

out from the ruck, fear of being suspected of thinking
dangerous thoughts, fear of being suspected of associating
with \people who are suspected of thinking dangerous
thoughts. . . .

Such fear is growing like weeds in the United States
today. The roots of democratic feeling are deep in the
country; they have been nourished by our frontier past,
by the lack of any feudal tradition such as
existed in Europe, by the fact that the coun-
try itself arose out of a mass rveolutionary’
struggle. But these traditions are fast being
overgrown and choked.

The “typical American” is supposed to be
the shirt-sleeved commoner who is as ready
to speak his mind to a plushbottom tycoon as
to his crony around the ecracker barrel.
There’s a good deal to that stereotype—but
just try to keep it in mind when you read
of the “evidence” against “subversives” and
“security risks” that is gathered by the FBI!-
Was your aunt’s second cousin ¢ member of
un organization on the attorney general’s sub-
versive list? Did you sign a petition to put a
radical on the ballot in 19367 -

Fear! Not of being sent to a slave camp
or a prison—no sir, this is still America! As

This was net started by the Truman administration’s
subversive list. After the First World War there was less
democracy in this country than before it. The Fair Deal
has intensified the trend in this post-war world. If has
done it in its own way—not by passing repressive laws,
but by bureaucratic state administrative decree operating
through the Department of “Justice' and its FBI, through

its loyalty boards, through its Army and Navy Intelli-

gence gumshoes in the factories.

Compared 'with what it has done, Senator McCarthy’s
omnibus charges are a mere comedy. McCarthy’s attacks

have raised such a storm of indignation in liberal-labor -
. circles because they are directed against the Fair Deal
- administration — the same administration which has
- shown the way tc charges based on guilt-by-association

and punishment for dangerous thoughts.
The capitalist government of the United States, in
the name of the “defense of democracy against commun-

- ism,” is condueting the most insidious cold war against

civil liberties and democracy that we have ever seen here.

In the face of this cold war, the liberal spokesmen
and labor leaders have beat a full retreat. If there is
one thing that has distinguished liberalism at its best,
it has been its firmness in taking a determined stand in

- defense of all forms of freedom for the expression of
- ideas. Today its leaders (Americans for

Democratic
Action, for instance) are.distinguishing themselves by
keeping their mouths shut on wha\t is happening here.

Can Democracy Work?

It is not that demoecracy is any less dear to their
hearts than before. They are in a quandary, In the first
place, this cold war against civil liberties is being con-
ducted by the “liberal” Fair Deal whereas they are used

. to meeting such attacks from the reactionary right wing

of capitalism. In the second place, they are political sup-
porters of this Fair Deal administration, and—one must
be “practical.” In the third place, something has to be
done to guard against Stalinist infiltration—they're
agents of a foreign power, aren’t they? Besides, some-
times it is necessary to fight an enemy with his own

Sweapons . . .

This is the heart of the matter. The cold war against
the Russian totalitarianism is at the heart of the cold
war against democracy here. The fight against Stalinism
is given as both the aim and the justification for giving
up the outer bastions of democratic rights in this
country.

Isn’t there something to this “practical” argument?
After all, we mustn’t be whole-hog perfectionists!

There is a great deal fo it—more than its liberal
practitioners realize! Behind it is the concept, the ad-
nrission, that while democracy is a very good thing, it
cannot effectively defend us against Stalinism. Demoe-
racy can’t get things done, said the fascist propagandists
—you.need a Leader, Authority, Disecipline, Gleichschalt-
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ung, by which they meant a Dictator. Are the destinies
of a state to be left in the hands of a fickle mob, torn by
opinions, swayed by demagogues, paralyzed by endless
discussions, weakened by dissension? When we need a
strong hand, we can’t afford the luxury of democratic
trappings . . .

With this we Independent Socialists violently disagree.
Democracy is a weapon stronger than planes and tanks,
yes, stronger than the A-bomb. It is real democracy we
are talking about, complete democracy, not merely the
formal political democracy of capitalist parliamentarism—
the real democracy which comes only when the people
can really feel that they are defending a country which

-is all theirs.

Today this country is “ours”—the people’s—only in a
very limited sense. Its factories and shops, in which we
spend the greater part of our waking hours, are not ours:

in them we are the subjects of an autocratic despot, the
boss, whose dictatorship is tempered only by the power
of the trade unions. He owns; he has the power to give
us the means to live or to deprive us of it; we have only
the choice. of working for him or starving. We have no
say in-our economic lives. -

In the war the people were told they had to shoulder
a gun in order to avoid congquest by a worse enemy than
their own capitalists. They did so, because they saw no
third alternative. But what happens when people work
and fight, not to avoid something worse, but because they
are fired by the fact that they are defending themselves
and their own? We saw it in America in the Revolution-
ary War when a handful of straggling colonies defeated
the greatest power of its day! We saw it in revolutionary
Russia when a nation whose army had collapsed turned
back the interventionist troops of Europg and America,
inspired by the revolution they had just made and were
defending.

Vicious Spiral—Down

Democracy is a weapon not only because it inspires
its defenders but because it disintegrates its enemy's
forces. Americans look at the Way the masses of East
Europe tolerate the despotism of Stalinism and evolve
theories about “totalitarian man” and the desire for the
Father-Tyrant. There is a clearer reason nearer home.
These masses were drawn to Stalinism by its anti-
capitalist demagogy in the first place because they have
had their bellyful of the system they have known and
hated. They find out the truth about Stalinism too, soon
enough, under the latter’s rule; they find out that it too
means oppression, poverty and eclass rule—but is that
enough to turn them back fired with enthusiasm for the
system they have hated for a much longer time? The
result is confusion, even hope that Stalinism may reform
its worst features (as our own liberals hope this for
capitalism), passivity and retreat from political thought,
for those who do not have the guts to fizht when others
bow the head.

The dynamite under the Shlmlsf system—which is
shaken by its own contradictions, the most spectacular of
which is Titoism—could be touched off only by the offering
of an alternative to both exploitive systems which could
set the oppressed masses in motion. Capitalism cannot
do this. It can do this even less today than yesterday, now
that it is adopting more and more the visage of its enemy
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{which the apologists call "fighting the enemy with his own
weapons"). As the capitalist West strips for action. by
‘shedding its democratic "luxuries,” the hold of Stalinism
over its own people is reinforced. Further sacrifices are
thereupon demanded in the West. This is not a vicious
circle. It is a spiral—down—down to the new barbarism
threatened by the atomic war between the world rivals.

There is another admission hidden in the Fair Deal’s
cold war against liberty. It is the admission that the
capitalists and their government have no confidence in
the attractive power of their own system and their own
declining democracy. Consider the enormous confession
contained in the theory of ‘“once a, Communist, always a
Communist” which is in effect written into the law which
set up the Marshall Plan and which is the operating
principle of mueh of the government’s witchhunt (the
main exceptions made in the latter are ex-CPers who are
obliging enough to spill their guts before the FBI or-a
judge). A man who has even associated with Stalinists is
tagged a “poor security risk”—he has opened himself to
taint by the enemy, and to be on the safe side we must
assume he is in fact tainted.

" What lack of confidence in the attractive power of
U. 8. democracy! The men in Washington talk about
selling the glories of free-enterprise capitalisms to
Europe, but they cannot really even convince themselves.
An operation so extensive as the government purge and
FBI witchhunt ecannot be based on the existence of one
or two men who are so misguided as to prefer hell to
heaven. It can be justified only on the basis of the
existence of the danger on a mass scale,

This lack of confidence in the ability of the U. 8.
system to keep its own citizens’ loyalty is indeed justified,
but not because of the superiority of Stalinism. It is the
crying evils of capitalism which give Stalinism its
victims. They cannot be eliminated without eliminating
capitalism. The eapitalists naturally prefer to eliminate
demoeratic rights.

Toward the Remaking of Man

This is why democracy is a weapon but net a weapon
which the capitalist systein can use against the Russian
enemy. The edge cuts its hand too. It is the weapon of
the democratic socialist alternative to both systems.

Under capitalism, real democracy was never possible,
not while the men of money also owned the press, the
radio, the meeting halls, and controlled the schools and
governments through their economic power. Today it is
not simply a matter of wanting” something better than
the incomplete democracy of capitalist politics. It is a
question of the fate of the most elementary demoecratic
rights. These cannot be preserved except by going for-
ward and beyond them, to the full economic and politieal
democracy of a social sysftem in which the people own
their own livelihood for the first time.

For capitalism today, democratic processes are a
nuisance, an impediment, an obstacle to its needs. For
socialism, democracy is a necessity.

It is an ecomomic necessity, first of all, because it is
false to believe that a really planned economy can be
blueprinted by ukase from above, by bureaucrats (mo
matter how smart or how much statistics are at their
disposal) whose plans and goals cannot be checked hy
give-and-take from below. In totalitarian Russia, for
example, this cannot take place: a mistake is a state
crime, and a harassed factory manager cannot tell a gov-
ernment minister that his plan is unrealizable, a mistake.
He must demonstrate that he can fulfill the Plan, even
if the machinery he produces breaks down. Initiative
from below is insubordination, responsibility is a danger,
decisions can be a life-and-death. matter: it is better to
do what one is-told.

Democracy is a political necessity for socialism. With-
cut it, the private capitalist owners may be eliminated,
but their place will be taken by a new ruling class, the
state bureaucrats who own the means of production be-
cause they own and control the state which is the only
legal owner. _

Democracy is a cultural necessity for socialism. For the
end goal of socialism is not merely abundance, security,
peace and freedom. These, precious as they are and great
goals of man that they are, are themselves only means to
an end. The end of socialism is not merely the remaking
of the social system and of the world—it is the remaking
of man himself.

Today and during all our yesterdays of class society,
man has been an animal sharing with all other animals
one common need: the necessity of spending the greatest
portion of his days-and thought and energy on the job
of filling his stomach so that he might be able'to live to
work another day. Man still works to eat and eats in
order to work in an endless chain. Directly and indirectly,
and not only during the hours of direct labor, we -still
live on the animal level for all our refrigerators and
science and autos and television.

In a socialist world of plenty, man is at long last
freed of the dominance of economics, the tyranny ‘of
economics. He will
for the first time be
free to develop the
full potentialities
and capacities of
the human individ-
ual, and see the full

flowering of man's
spirit.

This is the only
goal worth fighting
for today. It is the

real freedom.

e
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M' The Imperialist War Blocs Clash — the Third Camp Waits to Be Born . -

Neither Washington nor Moscow!

By JAMES M. FENWICK

We live in the epoch of the COLD WAR, that is to say,
in that period in the decline of world society in which the
preparations for war have become a permanent and major
determinant of the domestic and foreign policy of every

.nation of any consequence.

. It is a period unique in the history of mankind, for it can
be terminated, science assures us, by the extinction of all
human life. What the wrath of God was seemingly not pro-
voked to do throughout the centuries, the wrath of men

-can now easily achieve.
Nobody wants the war.
Everybody expects it.

How is it that we all find our-
selves participants of one sort or
‘another in such a living nightmare?

We are witness of the de-
cline of a great system. It began
in small Italian seaport towns in

the fifteenth century and reached’

its full amplitude in the nineteenth
-end its hame was capitalism,
Already in the nineteenth cen-
tury, however, Marx ‘and Engels,
two of the most brilliant men of
a brilliant century, were able lo
indicate the internal contradic-
.tions which were to arrest and re-
verse the orderly development of
the historically fated system.
World War I was the first great
manifestation of the social "ex-
haustion of capitalism. The major
capitalist countries, having divid-
ed up the entire globe into spheres

: of exploitation, and unable to de-

“velop their internal markei be-

-cause ol the dependence of con-

tinuing production upon profits,
fell upon each other. Armaments
production and the rehabilitation
of world cconomy following World
Waur I gave capitalism a temporary
respite.

Basic to Capitalism

The immanent contradictions of

world capitalism having remained

unresolved, however, the stage was
once more set for a new conflictl.
‘Germany, Italy and Japan, late-
comers in the international mar-
kel—Germany a defeated power
and Italy and Japan nominal vie-
tors in World War I—found them-
sclves in a loose alliance. Opposed
1o them were the major elements
of the 1914 coalition —England,
France and the United States. Once
again the world was ravaged by
a war of unprecedented destruc-
tion and bestiality.
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In both World War I and World
War 11 Marxists gave no political
support to either side. Why?

Marxists locate the origin of
war in the existence of the BASIC
DRIVES of capitalism. Only world
socialism, which will destroy the
economic and political roots of
-war, can make of war a historical
curiosity. It is not a gquestion of
a peace - loving capitalism pitted
‘against an aggressive one. Today’s
sated peace - loving capitalism is
yesterday’s hungry, aggressive one
digesting its spoils. World War I
.and World War II were therefore
not the product of an aggressive
German imperialism. These wars
weére fought to decide who was to
have the right to exploit the colo-
nial areas and the small nations
of the globe.

The seizure of German territory
following both World War I and
World War II sufficiently exposed
the real, and very material, issues
-at stake. German aims were not a
whit superior, as Hitler demon-
strated during his consolidation of
Europe in 1940-42.

It was not, therefore, simply a
question of a struggle of democ-
racy against Prussian militarism
in 1914, nor of.’democracy against
‘German fdscism in World War IL

In 1914 czarisi despotism was a
partner in the projected reforma-
tion of German militarism. In 1941
the niost finished totalitarianism
the' world has ever enduged, Rus-
sia, was cast in the same role.

It was not a question of a twist-
ed Wilhelm or a paranoid Hitler.
The SOCIAL forces behind them
were plain for all informed per-
sons to see. Over twenty years be-
fore World War I Engels had pre-
gicted the exact lineups—long be-
fore the INDIVIDUAL protago-
nists had emerged. Hitler himself
clearly enough posed the struggle
of World War II as system against
system long before war broke out:

Out of World War II, which was
to have destroyed the aggressor
nations and ensure peace, have
emerged two monster aggressive
imperialisms, the United States
and Russia, both of which are pre-
paring for a gigantic military
showdown.

Motivating United States policy
in the first instance is the fear for
the disappearance of the capitalist
market in colonial countries and
of the engulfing of West European
capitalism by Stalinism. Painful
as such an eventuality could be
under current doinestic conditions,
it would have catastrophic reper-
cussions upon the United States
cconomy under conditions of over-
production in the home market.
The United States needs not a con-
tracting market but an expanding
one,

No Support

From this follow all the meas-
ures which come under the héad-
ing of the COLD War: the eco-
nomic rehabilitation of ‘Europe
through the Marshall Plan, the
arming of Western Europe under
the provisions of the Atlantic Pact,
the ideological campaign conduct-
ed via the Viice of America, and
the “anti-communist” (and anti-
democratic) campaign now being
waged by the government against
all significantly dissident opinion.

Russia does not need markets
tipon which she can dispose of sur-
plus products. Rather does she
need areas whose industrial pro-
duction, technically skilled per-
sonnel and military facililies can
be appropriated for her own use.
From this follows her economic
coordination of the countries be-
hind the Irom Curtain, the mas-
sive military preparations extend-
ing from the China coast to East-
ern Germany, and the intermina-
ble propaganda waged in all coun-
tries of the world by the Moscow-
controlled Communist Parties.

The _ Independent Socialist
League gives no political support
to either of these regimes, for their
aims are both reactionary.

A foretaste of what the world
might be like were the United
States to win is afforded by cur-
rent policy—that is policy oper-
ative at-a time when in the inter-
ests of the war against Russia the

‘for United States

United States has to make CON-
CESSIONS to peoples and to
classes., Germany and Japan, two
major powers, do not have the
right of self-determinations. They
are in all essential respects under
the control of the United States,
a control exercised through con-
servative and_ even reactionary
semi-quisling types.

Classic imperialist powers such
as France maintain their colonial
empires thanks almost solely to
United States money, arms and
political support. Even major vic-
tor powers such as England exist
on sufferance. All Western Europe,
in short, lives in the shadow of
United States economic and mili-
tary might. As capilalist powers
their star has all but sel.

Russia's current record, thanks
to the solicitude of the United
States press,. is well known, It is
a frightful compound of economic
exploitation,. police rule, national
oppression and cultural barbarism.

World Overlord?

Each power center is seeking
the absorption of the other. This
can, in the not-so-long run, result
onlf in a war, the probable resulis
of which will render the guestion

of who will be the victor of some-

thing less than decisive import-
ance. For the United States to
win such a war (if such a victory
is possible at al) will medn such
an expenditure of lives, human
cnergy and material wealth as to
force the regimentation of United
States society far beyond the point
envisaged by most people who are
presently thinking on the prob-
lem.

A victory for the United States
would mean the domination .ef the
world by a single capitalist pow-
er: that is, the rest of the world
would be Yeduced to economic and,
as a corollary, political subjection:
The United States would become
an aspirant for the role of world’s
oppressor—*“aspirant” because it
is guaranteed in advance that a
humanity which strives toward
freedom will resist.

Such a victory would mean a
stultification of the world's pro-
ductive apparatus and, the eco-
nomic laws of capitalism as ex-
posed by Marx remaining in ef-
fect, the world would slowly sink
into a new barbarism based upon
the highest level of machine tech-
nigue in which a capitalist elite
and their dependents would, with
more or less success, rule over a
debased majority.

Were Russia to win, much the
game conditions would ensue, with
the probable exception that the
degeneration would begin on a
lower level.

For Third Camp!

Only the introduction of social-
ism in the United States, in Russia
and in the rest of the world can
save mankind from the impasse
into which it is daily plunging
deeper and deeper. The Independ-
ent Socialist League still stands
committed to the principle of the
third camp, which formed the axis
of its program ten years ago when
our tendency was formally organ-

ized six months before Pearl Har-

bor. Today, as then, we support
the cause of the world working
class against both Russian and
United States imperialism.

To profess support of Russian
imperialism, no matter how criti-
cally (as does the Socialist Work-
ers Party), not only spreads the
illusion that such support some-
how, somewhere. sometime facili-
tates the transition to socialism,
but it plays into the hands of the
totalitarian Stalinist bureaucrats,
who cover their reactionary re-
gime with socialist demagogy, and
into the hands of the spokesmen
imperialism,
who experience no -difficulty, even

while being serupulously truthful, .

in depicting just what the nature
of such “socialism" is.

To profess support of democrat-
ic United Staies imperialism
against Russian imperialism, as do
most liberal-labor leaders and the
Socialist Party, is also to aid the
reactionary aims of the United
States government and to provide
the Stalinists the opportunity of
offering their demagogic alterna-
iive program, especially among
the European and Asiatic work-
ers, who see not at all unclearly

.the real intentions of the Uniled
States abroad.

Two Propositions

“But"—it may be interposed by
those whose thinking has been
disoriented by the smallness of the

"socialist movement and the all-

enveloping pressure of capitalist
propaganda—*“would it not be bet-
ter for United States imperialism,
however bad it may be—and it IS
bad!—to win? After all, though
the government may curb civil
liberties'it does not utterly destroy

‘them as do the Stalinists when

they take power. And we need a
basic minimum of elbow room in
order to propagate our doctrine,
don't we?”

The logic of this stalement is
simple to develop—and is self-de-
structive. If it is desirable for the
United States to win, then it is
desirable for it to win as quickly
and as cheaply as possible in terms
of human lives and material
wealth, That means an atomic pre-
ventive war as soon as possible.
But, unfortunately, modern wars
are not won so easily —a long,
large-scale land operation would
still be necessary. The economic
and political necessities of such a
war would have a disastrous effect
upon socialist formations, since
democratic rights could hardly
hope to survive in their present
form. Further, such a preventive

war, with all its attendant horrors,
would furnish immense capital to
the Stalinists and hopelessly com-
promise any socialist who boxe
any part of the blame for it.

The task is to preserve the so-
cialist tradition and to extend ils

influence. To tie one’s fate to
United States imperialism is teo
lose one's identity—and therefore
to lose one’s reason for existence.
The basis for the Third Camp po-
sition fortunately exists. All of
Western Europe chafes uneasily at
the prospect of being the battle-
ground for two imperialisms with
neither of whose interests they can
identify themselves. The time is
ripe for a Western Union inde-
pendent of the two major comba-
tants as the, first early step toward
a seocialist regroupment.

For us the correct position upon
the war which threatens can be
summed up in two propositions:

® Opposition to all war prepara-
tions of all countries in all
countries in all spheres of life.

@ Suppert of all socially progres-
sive forces throughomt the
world which find themselves in
oppositien to the twe major im-
-perialist powers. :

At this juncture in the history
of our time any other course is
illusion.
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A Decade of Independent Socialism, 1940-1950

Ten Years: the ISL Story

By ALBERT GATES
Secretary of the ISL

The Independent Socialist League (originally formed as
the Workers Party) is now celebrating its tenth anniver-
sary, having been formed in April of 1940, following its split
with the Socialist Workers Party.

At that time, it wase difficuit to foretell what future course our move-
ment would take, for it was born in the midst of the Second World Wer,
a circumstance in which the conditions for life and growth of a new po-
litical organization did not seem promising. The forecasts made about
our future, both by friends and opponents, were nof optimistic; few be-
lieved we could survive the world war and the political and moral dis-
integration of society that had already appeared during the first years
of the conflict.

But we did not merely survive the war, if one measures by ideclogical
factors rather than the often illusory yardstick of numbers alone. We
grew politically and ideologically stronger as we applied our Marxist
theory to the extremely difficult problems of our time.

It was not only that we were born during the war. It was that we
came into independent existence during the most eritical period in the
history of international socialism, a period of its decline, of the con-
solidation and strengthening of totalitarian Stalinism, this new form
of state power and social rule—bureaucratic collectivism in Russia.

The 1940 split in the Socialist Workers Party was the culmination
of a long struggle inside that organization which had deeper roots
than appeared in the dispute over the “defense of the Soviet Union.”
For no sooner had the differences qver Russia made themselves felt
during the SWP’s public proclamations on the invasion of Finland
and Poland, and the partition of the latter between Hitler Germany
and Stalinist Russia, than the ‘“organizational question” necessarily
intruded itself into the discussion.

As a matter of history, the factional struggle had broken out ear-
lier over the “organizational question” at a time when no serious dis-
pute on Russia had yet started. -

“Defense of Soviet Union" the Issue

At the regular convention held in July of 1939, the dispute between
the bureaucratically entrenched Cannonite leadership and the then
assembling, inchoate and confused opposition, while foreshadowing the
future, was serious enough to paralyze the convention repeatedly
when there was as yet no formal, conscious or deep politieal differ-
ences. Then, an enormous section of the party membership was seri-
ously disturbed, dissatisfied with and disaffected by the bureaucratie
Cannonite majority which stymried the movement ideologically and or-
ganizationally.

: If that fight ended in defeat for the opposition bloc, compased of
a variety of forces in the SWP, the struggle over the Ruasnan ques-
tion which ensued shortly afterward was destined to,take the most
serious proportions, and in its worldwide importance transcended any-
thing before experienced by the Trotskyist movement anywhere.
' The new Minority, for the first time since the birth of Trotsky's Rus-
sian ‘Opposition in 1924, questioned the theoretical basis of the move-
ment, namely, the. view that Russia is a '"degenerated workers' state”
“and that the world .strategy of the Marxist movement had to be fo de-
fend that state under conditions where it was threatened by. war or
infervention. This theory, the Minority held, was untenable. Stalinist
_Russia, it asserted, had demonstrated by its politics, policies and activi-
ties, by its internal structure and its world strategy, that it was not a
workers' state, degenerated or any other kind, but that it was the mor-

" tal enemy of socialism and the working class.

The party was electrified by the rise of this opposition, for it acted
as a unifying center in the SWP against the deadening influence of
the bureaucratically conservative leadership of James P. Cannon and
his group, an infiuence which was felt in the fields of theory, politics
and organization. Utterly helpless in this situation, the majority
could do little else but call upon Leon Trotsky, the founder of the
Fourth International, to assist them in the.fight. Had it not been for
his immense authority and influence, the Cannonite leadership would
have been dealt a mortal blow.

It was no easy matter for the Minority to break with Trotsky on
the Russian question, for it understood that a deepening .of* the dif-
ferences with him on the nature of the Stalinist state and on Stalin-
ism must lead to a parting of the ways with him who taught us so
much in the years gone by. But we went into that struggle with con-
fidence in the rightness of our views and in the certainty that time
would compel the great revolutionary leader to-discard his catastro-
phic theory of the “degenerated workers’ state”—as indeed appeared
to be the case at the time when he was suddenly struck down by an
agent of the GPU,

Theoretical Basis of Anti-Stalinism

The Minority did not have a complete program during this strug-
gle nor a fully-developed theory of Russia and Stalinism. These were
to come only after the split and as the clarification process asserted
itself with the unfolding of the war. No sooner was our Workers Party*
formed than the responsible leadership and membership proceeded to
deal with the Russian question in a new.way under conditions which
permitted the maximum of experimental thought, free discussion and
the solution of ideological difficulties without the menacing shadow of
bureaucratic ultimatism hanging over its head.

Out of the discussion in the WP come the theory that Russia was a
bureaucratic-collectivistic state, characterized by a new ruling class and
a new economic exploitation and slavery for the masses. The rise of this
new nationalist ruling class produced a new type of international move-
ment and a new type of party. Stalinism entered the world scene—so the
developed views of the Workers Party said—as an anti-capitalist, anti-
socialist force, operating inside the ranks of the working masses with
the slogans, language, frappings and the venerable traditions of the dec-
ades-old world socialist movement, betraying the working class of the
world at the same time that it sought the destruction of world :upi{u!-
ism in its own bureaucratic-collectivist interests.

It is true that we did not initiate anti-Stalinism, but we gave the

© strugele against Stalinism a :theoretically unassailable basis and a

political program that rested on international socialism, anc_i we re-

-main the. only force of this kind in the world: an internationalist, so-

cialist;-Marxist, anti-Stalinist movement. It is this which enables us

to hold aloft the banner of socialism in a world divided into two camps
of imperialism, Stalinist and capitalist, to which all other movements
with few exceptions subordinate themselves to one degree or another.

As the Workers Party established itself, it did many things for
which it can be justly proud. Despite the war and its social-patriotic
pressures, the party maintained its loyalty to the working class of
the United States to the utmost of its abilities and resources. The war
took from it its best cadres. Literally half of our experienced and de-
voted comrades were lost to us for years. Yet the organization con-
tinued to function at a high level. The decimated leadership was
strengthened by the unexpected (though it should have been expected)
source of power which came from the women comrades, who filled the
breach admirably and many times in superior fashion.

The party maintained its theoretical magazine, The New Inter-
national, on a high level. It appeared regularly and this—under con-
ditions of war—was an achievement in itself. But even more, The
New International is a veritable repository of discussion and informa-
tion material on the most important theoretical and political questions
which arose in the movement during the war years, and is therefore
an indispensable record for that period.

But perhaps the greatest achievement of the party was its weekly
paper, LABOR ACTION. The paper was frankly experimental and
an investment for the future. Apearing for the first time during the
war, it tested the party’s idea that what was needed was a powerful
agitational newspaper reflecting not merely the organization’s politi-
cal and theoretical views on the war and other social questions of the
day, but a paper that would fight for the essential interests of the
working class precisely during the war when the ruling class would
seek to wipe out the considerable gains of decades of struggle.

Spoke Labor's Language in Wartime

. With this perspective, LABOR ACTION was an innovation in revolu-
tionary socialist journalism ond enjoyed an enormous success among the
workers during the war. Space does not permit the citation of many ex-
amples of this statement. Suffice to say, it appeared in tens of thousands
of copies weekly, was distributed widely from coast to coast, appeared
on shop bulletin boards, was the subject of discussion of many workers,
and many cf its ideas and slogans spoke the feelings and language of the
best militants and progressives in the labor movement. Coupled with the
industrialization and unionization of the party's war membership, the
press gave the Workers Party, properly understood, a considerable pub-
lic standing.

The party regarded its activities as a preparation for any possi-
bilities that might be produced by the war to advance the interests of
socialism and it counted upon a revival of the world movement for
socialism. Aware ‘as it was that no rebirth of world socialism was pos-
sible without the leadership of conscious socialists actmg as the cata-
Iytic agent for this socialist revival, the party expected and not wlth-—
out reason, that these cadres were present in unknown numbcrs
throughout the country. What it did underestimate was the power of
Stalinism on the one hand, and the sustaining power of capitalist im-
perialism on the other.

The post-war period did not pmduce what the Workers Party had
hoped for and looked for: the revival of international socialism. In-
stead, the end of the war brought with it a more distinet division be-
tween the former Allies in the war, a division between capitalism and
its remnant democracy, and Stalinism, The rebirth of the socialist
movement was either aborted by this division or has’yet to germinate.
In any case, there is today no world soéialist organization in existence
and not a single powerful, determined, cohesive socialist party which
rests upon the international socialist principles of Marxism. '

This single fact was bound to have and did have its influence upon
the socialist prospects in the United States, The working class here,
highly organized and militant on a trade-union level, remains ideologi-
cally backward, still for the most part bourgeois-minded, content to
follow their backward labor officialdoni. An independent political party
of the American working class, a labor party, has yet to be built. And
it is essentially this kind of development which can provide the arena
for the growth of a revolutionary socialist party in a country which has
no deep socialist or Marxist tradition. Obviously, a revolutionary up-
surge in Europe might have created the premises for a swifter devel-
opment of the American working class. But it did not come, and the
American working class continues its slow development based upon
its own national experiences and traditions, not yet rocked by a cata-
clysmie internal social erisis.

The ISL Is Formed

For this reason, the Workers Party, certain of its course, decided at
its last convention to cease calling itself a party, and to alter its organ-
izational character as well as its national perspectives. In assuming the
name of Independent Socialist League, it endeavored to have its name
and organizational character conform to its real activities and perspec-
tives: to act as a socialist ideological force in the labor movement, o
assist in the development of a militant and progressive union move-
ment, and to continue indefatigably in the struggle for a labor party, or
independent political action of the American working class. Thus, the
ISL, by its action, recognizes the great pioneer work that still remains
ahead of us.

The task is at once simple and complex. It is to build up a new
socialist cadre of people, educated in the theories of Marxism, con-
vineed that no social good ecan come of the continued existence of capi-
talism or Stalinism, and ready to dedicate their lives to the emancipa-
tion of all humanity from exploitation and the fetters of modern ex-
ploitive society and its tendencies toward totalitarianism; ready to
fight against the destruction of mankind by atomiec or hydrogen bomb
warfare and to wage the endless battle for peace and genuine demoe-
racy.

If the Independent Socialist Lea"ue is small today and enjoys far
less influence than it should like or deserves, it is a_commentary on
our times. But to believe that the socialist future is hopeless is to be-
lieve that modern society and its inhabitants ean go on endlessly on a
crisis level of existence, threatened permanently by economic chaos
and war. We do not believe this for a moment. We believe firmly in
the capacity and will of all those who suffer the ravages of a decadent
society, whether capitalist or Stalinist, who must in their infinite suf-
fering reach the day when they will say: We have had enough! Away
with the old social rubbish! Give us the new day of socialist freedom,
peace and security!

It is to this future that the TISL dedicates itself.

WITH
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Write to Box 1190, Station B.
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SYL: for - all - information on
New York SYL, address 114 West
14 Street.

PHILADELPHIA

1139 W. Girard Ave., third floor.

Meetings Mondays at 8 p.m.
Open house, Sundays 8:30-10 p.m.
PITTSBURGH

Write to national office of ISL.
READING

Write to P. O. Box 1671.
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The Socialist Youth League — Rebirth of a-Movement

By MAX MARTIN

American youth occupy a singular position at this j junc-
ture of history, a position different from that of European
youth and from the depression-matured generation of the
Thirties. Most of them were depression babies and it is, of
course, impossible o measure the unconscious effects that
this crisis-filled and insecure era had on them. Their con-

scious social and political experience, however, crystallized
-during the Forties, during World War Il and its affermath.

Despite this they have for the most part little experience with war
and fascism. The lack of roots and tradition makes them by and large
ill-prepared to cope effectively with these problems which are today

fast becoming part of social reality.

The “issues which face the young person of today are less sharply
posed than those of the depression period. The terrible individual
reality of joblessness brought forth a fighting spirit which pervaded the

consciousness of a locked-out gen-
eration, and enabled it, equally

o ____ amp_cut off from an awareness of a

.past, to .create movements and a
.tradition which formed the spirit
of that period.

The relations between abstract
.political truth and personal exist-
-tence’ are today—May Day 1950
.—just beginning to emerge. For
this reason those youth move-
ments which have developed or
.which continue to exist in. the
post-war period have remained,
except in rare instances, isolated
from the main stream of youth
and student life. They have ap-
pealed mainly to those who come
to polities for primarily intellec-
tual reasons, Politics has yet to
reach out and tap the vast reser-
voirs of energy residing in the
multi-millioned mass of students
and young working people.

The youth movement tradition-
ally struggled around two focal
points: militarism and jobless-
ness. It is in precisely these two
areas that young. people are be-
.ginning to be . affected. For the
first few years after the war
.campus life was relatively im-
.mune from the pressures of

" American imperialism. But now

\

-

the direct “influence of the cold
war-is being felt in many schools.

ROTC and Jobs

: The recent attempts of the army
and navy to establish ROTC units
at Brooklyn College and Harvard
-have been met with student resist-
ance. The full momentum of the
_war drive has yet to be felt on the
American campus. When this point
is reached, it is fo be expected
that the resistance will take on a
.more organized and politically
oriented character. The establish-
ment of ROTC courses as part of
the curricutum will be resented by
-all progressive students for ex-
~actly what it is—the invasion by

_the military of educational insti-

tutions, a province to which they
have no conceivable relationship,
either in aims’ or in atmosphere,
except an antithetical one.

The easing off of the post-war
boom has hit young people more
sharply than other sections of the
population. Graduates report in-
creasing difficulty in finding jobs.
The closing up of many fields

even to graduates with ecollege
training has created a situation
which has become particularly
tense in the past year. Although
employment has risen, the real
prospects for young people are
mirrored in the current unem-
ployment statisties which have
reached a little less than five mil-
lion. Coupled with growing eco-
nomic insecurity is a sense of
psychological insecurity which is
a constant in the consciousness
of the Forties. And it is now in-
creasing in pervasiveness as the
tensions of the A-and-H-bombs
multiply.

Academic Freedom

These two central problems,
militarism and  unemployment,
which shaped the youth move-
ments of the Thirties are begin-
ning to take on concrete signifi-
cance ftoday. Yef important as
they are they do not constitute
the political problems on campus.
The struggle ‘between capitalism
and Stalinism reflects itself very
vividly in college life today in at-
tacks against academic freedom.
1t is around this issue that political
energy finds its point of expres-
sion,

The attacks upon academic
freedom are part of the more
general attacks on civil liberties
in the United States today. They
represent part of the larger ten-
dency to force conformity on all
sections of American life, Corre-
sponding to the loyalty oaths in
the . government have been the
loyalty oaths on several cam-
puses, and the extension of thes
Fineberg Law mentality to fac-
ulty members themselves.

The development of an anti-
war student movement has as a
corollary the existence of a so-
cialist youth organization. Many
students will not be satisfied with
a struggle which is merely anti-
war and is not more clearly for-
mulated in terms of a permanent
solution to war. In this sense the
political isolation of the contem-
porary student generation has a
lopeful aspect. Its lack of con-
nection with other political move-
ments and traditions signifies al-
so a freedom from the corruption

and prejudices of Stalinist and
social-democratic influence,
American youth are truly youth
in this respect—uncorroded and
untainted by the past. They are
free to follow independent roads
and it is to these youth that Inde-
pendent Socialism, the program of
the Socialist Youth League, offers
the dynamism of its ideas.
Stalinism for years channelized

.the militant anti-war spirit of

thollsands of students. The full
measure of cynicism and apathy
which enveloped an entire gener-
ation of ex-Stalinists has yet to
be taken. It must be remembered
also that during the Thirties the
whole socialist movement was in
one way or another sympathetic
te Russia. Today, however, the
facts about Russia are so obvious
to all but the totalitarian-minded
that a recurrence of this develop-
ment is not likely.

"Anvil" Appears

The most significant develop-
ment on the campus recently was
the organization of the New York
Student Federation Against War,
The federation, which is celebrat-
ing its first birthday this May
Day, is composed of nine socialist
and anti-war clubs on the cam-
puses of New York City. The pri-
mary activity of the federation
to date has been the publication
of Anvil. The first issue was a
£,000-edition mimeograph job
which the federation published
with hesitancy. The response of
the student body was overwhtlm-
ingly enthusiastic. This resulted
in the printing of the second issue

‘and in two runs of three thou-

sand and two thousand copies re-
spectively. The response was
again gratifyingly favorable, and
the issue was a sellout.

Anvil has just been merged with
Student Partisan, published by the
Politics Club of the University of
Chicago. The result of the merger,
Anvil ond Student Partisan, has
just put its first issue off the press.
For the first time since the Thirties
there is a national anti-war stu-
dent publication in existence. This
publication is receiving a respect-
ful and attentive hearing from a

“large body of students. As the ob-

jective situation ripens—or rather
decays further—its audience will
grow. And with it will develep a
meaningful thdeli‘ anti-war move-
ment.

The sad truth, of course, is that
by and large the federation is
isolated from the masses of stu-
dents, The increasing violations
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of academic freedom and the at-
tacks against civil liberties gen-
erally will provide the handle
which the miltiant students can
use to spread anti-war sentiment.

Anti-CP Fight

The primary target of the at-
tacks on acadamic freedom and
civil liberties today are the Stal-
inists. This has two results. On
the one hand it enables the Stal-
inists to pose as being the cham-
pions of democracy; and thus
here and there they undoubtedly
attract supporters on this basis,
although with decreasing *effec-

tiveness. On the other hand the

bulk of the campus correctly rec-
ognizes the Stalinists to be what
they are—reactionaries and to-
talitarians. It furthermore knows
that the Stalinists try to use all
broad united-front organizations
as instruments for the transmis-
sion of pro-Kremlin propaganda
no matter what the ostensible and
often legitimate purpose of the
organization is.

This, however, often has a re-
actionary result. Many progres-
sive students have the attitude
that the consequent thing to do is
to stay out of all struggles. The
job which the more militant stu-
dents must do—and which the

Student Federation against War

did with no small success at the
recently held New York Confer-
ence for Democracy in Eduecation
—is to convinee the liberal and
progressive students that their
attitude is wrong.

If the anti-Staliinst and progres-
sive students do not sfruggle for
civil liberties, capitalist reaction
and Stalinist reaction are aided at
one and the same time. The witch-
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" The Future Belongs to the Youth

hunters and loyaity-oathers have o
clear field in which to transform
America info a police state and
the Stalinists have a clear field in
which to pretend to be democrats.

The drive to destroy bourgeois
political democracy in America is
intimately connected with the
cold war and with the prepara-
tions for the hot one. This will
become increasingly clearer in the
period that lies ahead. It will be
the task of the anti-war forces to
point out this eonnection,-to link
up the struggle for academie
rights with the struggle against
the military preparations of Rus-
sian and American imperialism—
with the struggle for” the Third
Camp!

Join the SYL!

There are many students and
young workers who have aiready
been able to generalize beyond
this. These youths recognize that
the fight to prevent war must lead
to a fight against the two exploi-
tive systems—capitalism and Sta-
linism—of whose very fabric war
is an inherent and inevitable part.
These young people, organized in
the SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE,
know that only a socialist world of
"plenty for all" and freedem can
be the answer fo wars and de-
pressions.

Marxists today pose the slogan
“Socialism or Barbarism” before
the masses of the world. This slo-
gan can be stated in another way.
Either the workers of the world
will convert the means of produc-
tion from their present status of
being privately owned and used
for the production of profit to a
status of democratic _collective
ownership and use to create a
world of plenty and freedom—or
the powers that be, in a dying ef-
fort to hold on to their profits and
privileges, will turn them into the
means of destruction and will put
an end to civilization. These and
only these are the alternatives for
mankind. All young neople-who
wish to take their stand on the
side of those who are struggling
to prevent catastlophc should
take their place in the 1anks of
the SYL.

On this May Day, 1950, condi-
tions may look pessimistic, The
two monster imperialisms are
carrying on their cold war over
the backs of and against the
masses of the world, primarily
the international working class.
Nowhere has a real and effective
challenge to the powers of dark-
ness yet appeared. Yet the pres-
sures are increasing and the
chips are falling — with growing
rapidity. The masses everywhere
—on the campus as well as in the
factory—are again and again en-
tering the road of struggle, It is
cur task to be with them, to con-
nect up all the experiences. We
can link up the struggles for aca-
demiec-freedom and ecivil liberties,
the fight for an Independent La-
bor Party, and the struggle
against war, into the all-embrac-
ing fight for socialism. It is to
help accomplish this task that the
Socialist Youth League rededi-
cates itself this May Day.

l--'-j-'--_-—-—lx-



e g T T

P

-

Page Eight

The New Exploitive System of Bureaucratic Collectivism

Moscow: Arch-Enemy of Socialis

By MARY BELL

if all the propaganda of all the defenders of what has
now been popularly simplified into two antagonistic world
forces could be boiled down to two lines of dlulogue. they

‘might read like this:

THE "EAST" (boasting): We are building socialism.

THE "WEST" (with contempt): Yes, that's socialism!
) Face.value acceptance of Russian proclamations that Russia is a
socialist society and her rulers the inheritors of the Russian Revolution
.is common both to those who follow the Stalinists and o those whe sup-
port the governing powers of capitalism. The theory that Russia is a
socialist state is at once o weapon utilized by both of the two major
ruling powers in their ideological contest to capture the ollegmnce of

the hearts and minds of men.

The propagandists for the Mos-
.cow Politburo take advantage of
the disaffection of the peoples in
the weak extremities of capitalism
(Eastern Europe, China, the cole-
nies) and to a lesser degree, but
still importantly, in the major cen-
.ters, to extol the virtues of their
system. They can make out an ef-
fective case against the ills of capi-
1alism and then hold out the lure
of a self-proclaimed socialist so-
ciety which can replace the chaos
‘and poverty of declining capital-

ism. (Their effectiveness would be - '.

redoubled in the United States if
unemployment became more ‘se-
vere here and a depression en-
sued.) Many nations and individ-
vals are caught in this net.

The spokesmen for capitalism—
‘which has .really only one vital
eenfer left, the United States—
make political capital against -the
Stalinists by pointing to its total-
itarian features and the economic
backwardness of Russia and her
satellites. Washington and Wall
Street plead an effective case too.
If this totalitarianism can be rep-
resented as socialism—and one has
only to take the Stalinists af their
word—then it is only natural to
conclude that, whatever one wants
to do to better the world, one does
not want socialism. It would be
much Better to stick with “a grad-
ually improving” capitalism,

What Socialism Is

The theory that Russia equals
socialism, held by both Stalinists
and bourgeois apologists, is net
merely a total falsehood -but a
weapon in the struggle against
genuine socialism. It is a political
truism that the identification of
Russia with socialism is the
strongest barrier to the reconsti-
tution of the socialist movement.
Thus the problem of defining Rus-
sian society is not one of narrow
semantic interest, nor the mere
concern of historiographers, but
one which is essential for under-
standing the politically polarized
world we live in, Its solution is
paramount in the building a new
socialist movement. It is no less
important for the orientation of
1he labor movement.

To settle whether or not Russia
is socialist, one must define social-
ism. For this we first turn to the
classic thinkers of socialism, who
believed that socialism will. be
achieved when it is possible for
society to apply the Marxian rule,
“From each according to his abil-
ity, to each according to his need.”
The prerequisites for such a soci-
ety are the abolition of private
property and the establishment of
nationalized, or social, property.
This implies, at least in the first

By LEON TROTSKY
Marxism
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35 Cents'.......Order from
Independent Socialist Press
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stages, state ownership of prop-
erty, but it is a state-whieh in the
words of Engels is in the process
of “withering away.”

Nationalized property also im-
plies the democratic management
of property by the working class
through their class institutions. The
workers, by virtue of electing
their representatives in govern-
ment, control the state. Socialism,
by ending.private property, by na-
tionalizing industry, thereby ends
the exploitation of man by man.

Socialism also means elimina-
tion of the “scarcity that stems
from abundance,” in the phrase of
Fourier, a predecessor of Marx,
and the establishment of a society
of plenty for all. If is the economy
of scarcity that makes the big
stick necessary to keep the “haves”
and “have-nots” from tearing so-
ciety apart.

The Marxist View

Socialism is internationalist to
the core. Never, prior to the Sta-
linist enunciation of the theory of
“socialism in one country,” had any
socialist ever entertaimed the no-
tion that socialism was possible
on any but a world scale. Inter-
nationalism is as necessary to
achieve abundance through the
world division of labor as. it is te
eliminate the competitive drive of
nations toward wars of plunder
and, annihilation.

The motivation for the socialist
reorganization of society is the
struggle of mankind to lift itself
from the.‘prehistoric stage of hu-
man society,” into which Marx and
Engels relegated all previous. so-
cial- forms up-to socialism. Its aim

is to achieve human freedom by
ridding the world forever of de-
pendence upon blind economic
forces, to replace insecurity and
poverty with abundance, back-

wardness with advanced tech-

nique, competjtion with coopera-
tion, ignorance'with consciousness.
. These were the concepts of the
founders of scientific socialism
about the future social order.

Their ideas were ‘held and trans-
lated into practice by Lenin and
Trotsky in the Russian Revolution
of 1917, They initiated the first
transformation of society -on a so-

cialist basis. “Who would believe,”
wrote the Russian general, Zales-
sky, in indignation at the facts,
“that the janitor or watchman of
the court building would suddenly
become chief justice of the Court
of Appeals? Or the hospital order-
ly, manager of the hospital; the
barber a big functionary; yester-
day’s ensign, the commander-in-
chief; yesterday's lackey or com-
mon laborer, burgomaster; yester-
day's train oiler, chief of division
or station superintendent; yester-
day’'s locksmith, head of the fac-
tory?"

Revolution Isolated

But Lenin and Trotsky and all
the Bolshevik leaders, including
Stalin at the time, knew that the
revolution would be defeated if it
remained in isolation. Thus Lenin:
“The proletariat is already strug-
gling to preserve the democratic
conquests for the sake of the so-
cialist revolution. This struggle
would be almost hopeless for the
Russian proletariat alone, and its
defeat would be inevitable...if
the European socialist proletariat
did not come to the help of the
Russian proletariat, . . .”

Help did net come. The revolu-
tion turned back upon itself. The
pattern of the socialist theorists
fits Russia no more today than
does that of the early workers™
government established by the
revolution. ; )

Russian society is therefore the
result of a revolution which failed
to complete itself and developed

(degenerated) in national isolation .

and became ‘transformed. -into: a
new type of society. If it does net

have the distinctive features of
socialism, neither does it have the
distinctive features of capitalism.
It is a new social mutation.
Property is collectivized in Rus-
sia. The state owns the property;
it is not owned by private individ-
uals who have the right to sell,
buy and transmit to their heirs,
as is characteristic of capitalism.
But it is not the nationalized, dem-
ocratically controlled collectiviza-
tion of socialism. The collectivized
property is managed by a state
which is in the hands of bureau-
cpats who have wrested all con-

trol from the workers and popu-

~lar organizations. Hence the mew

name which has been applied to
this phenomenon by the Indepen-
dent Socialist League: bureau-
cratic collectivism.

A kind of planning is possible,
with bureaucratic distortions, in
this new society. For the bureau-
cratic control is a collective con-
{rol, and not a private ownership.
Hence, the profitability of any
given enterprise is not the motive
force of production, as it must be
under the capitalist system. It is
naturally not planning for society
as a whole, but planning in the
interests and preservation of the
bureaucracy.

Marxism determines the classes
in any society by their.relation to
property or the means of produc-
tion. In a social order of private
property, whether in slaves, land
or factories, the class is easily de-

termined by establishing who
owns the property and who are
the dispossessed. In a collectivized
economy, where the means of pro-
duction are organized and -con-
trolled by the state, it is necessary
to examine the intermediary of
the state to determine the classes.
And an examination of Russian
society reveals the emergence of

‘a wvast  bureaucracy - which- has

constituted itself as the new ex-
ploiting class imr-Stalinist society.

They Own the State

One of the Russian epposition-
_ists described the situation’ m the
followmg manner:

“Under our very eyes there has
been formed, and is still being
formed, a large _class of rulers

which has its own interior group-e%

ings, multiplied by means of pre-
meditated cooptation, direct or in-
direct (bureaucratic promotion,
fictitious system of elections). The
basic support of this original class
is a sort, an original sort, of pri-

.vate property, namely, the posses-

sion of state power. The bureau-
cracy ‘possesses the staie as- pri-
vale . property,
tiqgue of Hegel's Philosophy of
Law.)) — The New International,
April 1947.

It is only by understanding: Rus-
sia’ as' a new exploitive society,
with a new ruling class, that one

can understand the role of Russia .~
* in world" politics and the-motive

force of its expansion. This motive
force is not, as the adherents of
“Russia is socialist” would have
us believe; the urge to extend the
world revolution, even if, because
of its historie origin, the Russian
bureaucracy so proclaims its mis-
sion. The motive force is the pow-
er and privilege 6f the bureau-
cratic ruling class, which in turn
determines the pattern of expan-
sion. They overturn capitalism, to
be sure, in all the countries they
overrun; but they remake their
empire in their own image and
likeness. So it has been in Eastern
Europe.

Fight Goes On

But it is in this expansive drive
that a.- fundamental weakness of
Stalinism has’ shown itself. The
first crack in the Iron Curtain ap-
peared in one of the satellites
when Tito staged his rebellion
against the Cominform. The fis-
sures appear in all the Iron Cur-
tain countries. The United States
is freely counting on some kind
of Titoist upsurge in China.

Far from creating any kind of
international society, the Russian
bureaucratic - collectivist empire
creates new national antagonisms
as its victims attempt to throw
off the yoke. It is as unsuccessful
as capitalism in creating any kind
of stable world society. This re-
mains the task of socializm.
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It Feeds on Capitalism’s Evils — to Enslave the Working Class :

~ The Communist Party: Labor’s Fo

By EMANUEL GARRETT

No worker can afford to be uneducated about the meaning of Stalinism. Of the
enemies against whom the working class must guard, there is none more insidious and
destructive than Stalinism. For it lives inside the working-class movement and nourishes

- itself on.subverting labor's struggle against capitalism in the interests of the Russian
slave society which is described elsewhere in this issue.
Whe are the Stalinists? They call themselves "Com- '

munists,” and as members or fellow fravellers, open or
concecled, present the line of the Communist Party.
Why then do we call them Stalinists? Because they de-
rive their purpose and policy from the Russian despe!‘-
ism. And why they use the word Communism is very
importent to an undorsfundlng of Stalinism.

Unlike other totalitarian, anti-working class move-
ments, Stalinism bases itself primarily on working-
class support. It seeks to attract such support by ap-
pearing as the advocate of specific and immediate
working-class aims, and more generally as the cham-
pion of a society in which men and women will be
freed of exploitation by capitalist owners of industry.
To the extent that it is able to convince people that
this.is so, it is the sinister bearer of a slavery the
like ‘of which the world has never before seen.

Stalinist parties exist in virtually every. ceunhy
of the world. The success of Stalinism—that is, its
mass strength is in direct proportion to the degree to
which the peoples of these different lands are fed up
with, their exploiters, and the degree to which Stalin-

ism can appear as spokesman for the exploited.

But whether in Johannesburg or
Joplin, ‘-whether counted in mil-

¢+ lions or in tens, the primary aim

of the Stalinist parties is the same:
to advance the interests of the
Russian despotism. If these inter-
ests seem to correspond at any mo-
ment -with the interests of the
people in the given land, there is
still nothing in the relationship
that wiil benefit the working class.
Whatever the policy of the Stalin-
ist parties, it is dictated by the
needs of Russian foreign policy.

If we remember back ten years,
back to the days when Hitler and
Stalin were united in war alliance,
we will recall how the Stalinists
organized peace fronts, led dem-
onstrations promising that “the

"Yanks are not coming.”” And we

recall how they de-
nounced interventionism as im-
perialist, called Roosevelt a war-
monger. And we will also recall
how ail this automatically changed
on June 2], 1941, Hitler attacked
Russia. The peace fronls were de-
mobilized so quickly that many
who hzd taken them seriously
never did regain their breath.
Picketers sloganeering peace be-
fore the White House vanished as
if swallowed by the earth, and
were replaced by the most ardent
warmaongers in the country. The
Imperizlist war overnight (it took
8 minuie, not a night!) became a

will alz

.no-strike pledge,

hallowed crusade for democracy.
During the years of the war, no
more rapacious flagwavers stalked

-the land than the Stalinists. They

were loud in endorsement of the
and sought to
bluageon militants who opposed
that terrible invasion of labor's
rights. Stalinist union leaders like
Harry Bridges offered to make
the no-strike pledge just about
permanent. (And that came quite
naturally, for the right to strike
does not exist in Stalinland.) They
touted -ineentive pay and every
othér iniquity 5o long as it bene-
fited Russia, in this case by bene-
fiting the war—no matter at what
expense to labor.

Made in the Kremlin

The end of World War II was
followed by the cold war. Blink-
ing an eye only to the extent of
shuffling leaders around a bit, the
Stalinist parties embarked on a
campaign of “militancy.” They
were ready to seize upon the legit-
imate grievances of the working
class, and offered themselves as
leaders in struggle.

They will, if they can, intrude
themselves into every situation in
the guise of militants; but their
militancy is manufactured in the
councils of the Kremlin, not in
grievances of labor. It is therefore
suspect and untrastworthy, for it
can be bent to any use. Militancy
may be the directive today, its op-
posite the directive tomorrow.

Sometimes, for special reasons,
both lines are promoted simulta-
neously. They can be fire-eaters in
cne union, satisfied only by the
best possible contract—generally
a union where they are in disre-
pute, as in the UAW—and craven
scoundrels willing to settle for any
kind of contract—as in certain UE
situations where they want to hold
on to a contract for their split un-
ion at any cost.

Union-wrecking, violence against
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opponents
militant opponents!) — this and
much else is part of their record.
They have played ball with the
labor bureaucracy when it suited
their purpose, and opposed them
when that was ordered. They have
split unions when Kremlin® policy
made it expedient. They have op-
posed new party movements and
organized them (the Progressive
Party) — whichever suited the
Kremlin foreign ‘office. And ‘even
in the moment of organizing a
third party; they have not hesi-
tated to make deals with-the dirti-
est elements in the old parties—as
Congressman Marcantonio has
done with Tammany. (Similarly
they have gone to any lengths to
hold control of a union.) In every
country, and in every case, their
policy is tailored to.the Kremlin's
measure.

(particularly socialist.

Key to Question

In the United States their influ-

-ence is relatively small, though

even here it cannot be discounted.
In other countries their influence
has been and is enormous in a
country like France, for example.
How is it possible with their rec-
ord - of duplicity? It is“ possible,
basically, because they are able to
appear in the guise of enemies of
capitalism. The French worker
may be aware, to one degree or
another, of the shameful twists
and tarns in Stalinist policy, but
he still sees them as enemies of
capitalism—enemies of the insti-
tution which daily oppresses him.

So it is with workers in the
United States, or any other coun-
try, who ally themselves with the
Stalinists. And the Stalinists are
really enemies of capitalism—even
when they are friendly with capi-
talism, or allied with it! This is
what is most important, for it is
the key to understanding the
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wholly unique character of this

. monstrous movement.

Hitler could not create mass
movements of support in other
lands. Riffraff was the best he
could collect,
bands. His system was clearly
identified with the capitalism and
imperialism that peoples all over
the world hate. But Stalinism is
genuinely anti-capitalist, and it is
indeed difficult to perceive that
here is a movement that is anti-
working-class as well.

No such movement ever existed
before. This aspect of Stalinism

. has not pierced the consctousness

of many workers who therefore
join the Stalinists for the most
commendable reasons — because
they desire to end capitalist rule.
and because the end of capitalist
rule means socialism to them.

The Stalinist parties are the

agents of a new system of class

exploitation —a system which at

one and the same time destroys

the hated capitalism, and strips
the people of every freedom. That
it opposes capitalism can be seen
in any country. That it fixes a
concentration - camp servitude on
those whom it dominates can only
be seen in the lands it has con-

-guered.

GPU Machine

It is, of course, evidenced in the
brutally bureaucratic operation of
the Stalinist parties themselves,

where policy .is handed down from

above, where lines and leaders
shift without the slightest appeal
to the will of the membership,

 where disagreement is an invita-

tion to expulsion. The one is the
cbmplement of the other.

The GPU, Stalin’s secret police,
runs the Stalinist parties of the
world as surely as it staffs the

“slave-labor camps in Russia. So,

too, the violence against socialist
opponents by Stalinists in this and
other countries is a small reflec-
tion of the world-wide GPU mur-

-der machine.

Ultimately it is the aim of Sta-

‘Iinism to duplicate internationally

the system of totalitarian rule
which we have described as bu-
reaucratic collectivism, And to du-
plicate it under the strictest alle-
giance to the Kremlin; it will not
tolerate such independent devia-
tions as Yugoslavia under Tito.
Stalinist imperialism is expan-
sionist. It represents a system
basically antagonistic to capitalism
(as -well as to socialism) and the

_issue between them must eventu-

ally be settled. How if is settled
is of the utmost concern to evé’?y
one of us, for the solution can sub-
ject us to the horror of atomic war

and only in tiny ~

and a frightening barbarism—or
lead us toward the emancipation
of mankind through socialist vic-
tory over both Stalinist bureau-
cratic collectivism and capitalism.
Stalinism has expanded by out-
right conquest or by infiltration.
Latvia, Esthonia, Lithuania were
subjected by direct foree; Czecho-
slovakia was seized with the help
of popular support. It is spreading
over China. In all cases the pen-
alty for the victims is the same—
as it is in Poland, as it is in Rus-
sia, as it would be in Italy, or in
France: terror for the people,
power for the bureaucracy.
Russia and its satellites are the

" territorial bases of Stalinism. Its

ideological and activist agents are
the Stalinist parties in the other
countries. However strong the
Stalinist party may be in France,
it cannot yet take power and re-
place French capitalism by Stalin-
ist collectivism; moreover, the at-
tempt, were it otherwise practical,
would immediately and prema-
turely precipitate a war. '

In the United States the Stalin-
ists are yet so weak that it is pre-
posterous (attorney generals and
judges notwithstanding) to think
that they envisage the conquest of
power at any time in the near fu-
ture. But, whether in France or
the United States, with greater or
lesser degree of success, thev can
serve the Kremlin. And that they
do.

The HOW of It

Stalinism is a mortal enemy of
the labor movement—both in an
immediate and in an ultimate
sense. To fight it, to give it no
quarter even where it pretends tao
champion a worthwhile cause, is
an elementary act of self-defense:
The HOW of fighting Stalinism,
however, is quite as important as
the WHY of it. It cannot be done
by bureaucratic means that are
self-defeating for labor, It cannot
be done by the employment and
imposition of principles which are
inimiecal to labor. A Curran using
methods he learned from the Sta-
linists to fight the Stalinists in the
seamen’s union is injuring labor.
A Murray solving the problem by
bureaucratic decrees is injuring
labor.

The influence of Stalinism has
to be exterminated. But to do the
job effectively it has to be done
democratically, consciously, in

open and damning argument. Best
of all, it needs to be done social-
istically—for Stalinism feeds upon
the crimes of capitalism, and there
is no stronger repudiation of Sta-
linism than socialist understand-
ing.
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By LARRY O'CONNOR

The Independent Socialist League is unalterably opposed
to all racial, national and religious discrimination. It stands

- for the full social,- political and economic equality of Ne-

groes and all other minority national, racial and religious
groups. .

Jim Crow is still the shame of America; and while anti-
Semitism does not play as obvious a role as anti-Negro dis-
crimination, there are numerous signs that it is on the in-

. .crease. The men of Rankin's stripe are as anti-Jewish as they

are anti-Negro and have to be fought wherever their foul
ideas arise. Whether it be Negroes who are discriminated
against, or the Jewish people, or Mexican-American work-
ers in our Southwest, or Catholics, anything which is used
to set worker against worker weakens labor and helps to
keep ALL workers in subjection.

In the midst of the general decay of American society
which accompanies the preparation for World War Ill, one
of the few bright spots is the TENDENCY to lessen the legal

discrimination against and loosen up on the segregation of the Negro
people. In order to widen the domestic market, and to make more be-
lievable the claim that America is engaged in a world-wide struggle for
democracy, the courts, government departments, and even a few cap-
italists have been talking about and putting into partial effect a greater
degree of equal rights for Negrees. -

There has been as yet much more talk than action in this field. In fact,
the repeated cynical sellouts on the civil-rights program by both major
parties in Congress indicate that they are much more interested in
keeping civil rights as a campaign issue than in giving any rights to the
Negroes. ’ '

Yet progress has been made. More Negroes are registering and
voting in the South than ever before. More of them are daring o move
into whiterdistricts in the North, and are entering the major sports and
professions.

Labor Must Clean House

All these gains, to be sure, have been made within the framework
of a general Jim Crow policy and practice both in the North and the

South. The gains only point up how far the Negro people have #o go .

before they really achieve equality of status in America. But every
gain eases the road for the next one. Every gain gives the Negroes
courage and self-confidence, and lessens the powers of resistance of
the Jim-Crow-minded whites.

The Negroes, or at least a section of them, have always struggled
for equality in America. But for some years now they have had a
powerful ally. Since the rise of the CIO in the mass production in-
dustries with its official anti-diserimination policy, tens of thousands
of Negroes have found their way into industry and into the organized
life of the unions, They have struggled on the picket lines side by
side with the white workers. They have thus become more integrated
into the major industries, and have gained a new status both in the
Negro community itself and in the nation as a whole.

Much remains to be desired in the practice of even the most ad-
vanced CIO unions with regard to the Negroes, and many AFL and in-
dependent unions still disgrace the American labor movement by blatant
Jim Crow policies. Independent Socialists have as one of their chief
tasks inside the labor movement to educate and struggle for complete
living equality for Negroes. ‘

The integration of the Negroes into industry has.been a product of

"Loyalty Day" - -

(Continued from page 1)

ideas of Marx and Engels gained
acceptance among the workers, the
conservative labor leaders them-
selves grew fearful of the mobili-
zation of the rank and file on May
Day, and therefore either made it
into a harmless “holiday” with
games and festivals, or turned
against it altogether, as in -the
present instance.

But especially in Europe, May
Day had become deeply embedded
in the consciousness of the work-
ers. Stalin and Hitler, each in his
own way, paid fribute to this fact
by turning May First into a day
for vast military and storm-troop
demonstrations. The workers were
forced to march in these parades,
but not under their own banners,
not in parades organized by them-
selves, for their own demands. To
prevent them from marching for
ireedom and in defiance of their
exploiters and oppressors, they
were and are dragooned to march
under banners proclaiming their
loyalty to Hitler and the Third
Reich, to Stalin and his totalitar-
ian slave order.

Here in America no dictator
forces the labor movement to pa-
rade in jomt demonstrations of
“loyalty” with the NAM and the
Chamber of Commerce. These
demonstrations of loyalty to the
capitalist system, to the adminis-
fration of the H-bomb and the

witchhunt, to the system of profits
and unemployment, are voluntary
and hence doubly degrading.

The bankers and manufacturers
will not waddle down the streets
in these parades under their own
banners inscribed with the sign
of the dollar, for that would ex-

_pose to all how few of them con-

trol the destinies of millions.

And all over the world the Sta-
linist hacks will grin also, For
they know that despiie their mis-
leaders the workers feel no loyal-
ty to the millionaires. And fo the
workers of the world they will
proclaim: “See! Either you inarch
with us, or you march with those
who exploit you, who seek to
break your organizations, who de-
nounce your every demand and
every claim as ‘subversive.”

But the choice before the work-
ers of America and the world is
not between “loyalty” to capital-
ism and “loyalty” to Stalinism.
The workers can still be loyal to
themselves, to their own interest,
to their own class. That is the mes-
sage of Independent Socialism on
this May Day of 1950,

-And even thofigh on this day
the movement of Independent
Socialism is too small to take to
the streets, the gatherings of the
ISL will represent the glorious
tradition of the workers' May Day
and the liberating ideas of th
struggle for socialism. .

the last war and of continuing high employment. Although the ISL
is against a policy of “super-seniority” for Negroes, as a harmful
policy whieh tends to divide the labor movement, it seeks to do all in
its power to prevent discriminatory layoffs and downgrading of
Negroes when industry slackens its pace. .

The ISL stands for the right of all Negroes and other minorities
to live and work without discrimination, whether they be.workers,

‘professionals, or even capitalists. But as socialists we are particularly

concerned with the great mass of Negroes who are workers.

A Part of the Socialist Struggle

In the political and social conflicts which lie ahead, the struggle
against diserimination.and the struggle for the political and economic
emancipation of the working class will form part of the same fight .
against a decaying capitalism. In this situation the upper-class Neg-
roes will pursue, as usual, a policy of keeping the Negro masses tied
to capitalist polities. '

The ISL advocates the independence of all workers from capitalist
parties and capitalist politics. We also urge upon the Negro trade-
unionists that they start to contest the political: leadership now
wielded in the Negro community by the rich. Only thus can they lead
the Negroes away from their futile alliance with and dependence on
the capitalist parties, and toward alliance with the working class as
a whole, . :

Independent Socialists rejoice in every gain made by every member
of the minority groups in America. They seek everywhere to educate
and struggle for complete equality and against all forms of discrim.
ination. In the legislative field, the fight for the civil-rights program is
today the front line of battle for equality. Every kind of mass pressure
must be applied to force the befrayers of the Negro people in both
capitalist parties to fulfill their cynically given campaign promises.

As revolutionary socialists we believe that the complete emarcipa-
tion of the minority groups in America will come only when all.
workers, regardless of color or creed, have united and achieved real
political and economic power as the first step towards socialism. But
such unity and such power can only be achieved if we struggle today
for equality, for democracy, for full employment and a rising stand-
ard of living for all. The struggle for full social, political and economic
equality now is for the ISL an indispensable part of the struggle for
socialism, '

LABOR ACTION

 White Labor Cannot Be Free While Black Labor Is Branded!

Freedom Draws No Color Line

—

The Editors of

to all workers
who fight for
their rights.

LABOR ACTION
extend greetings
on this May Day
to our rea_&ers :
and subscribers,
to our comrades
in the fight for

a better world,

/

Greetings—

Leon Steinmetz
Sarah Truman

Congratulations May Day Greetings!
:; A SALUTE

years T0
of . LABOR ACTION
Socialist ON ITS
Internationalism TENTH BIRTHDAY

ST. LOUIS Queens Branch (N. Y.)
SYL Independent Socialist League

For Socialislm,
' Freedom
and Peace

MANHATTAN (WEDNESDAY) BRANCH—ISL
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| Socialist Greetings on May Day in
to all our comrades
in the fight for freedom
—Los Angeles Branch, ISL

We're

there
digging
for

PLENTY FOR ALL
West Virginia Branch

LABOR!

Let's put workingmen on the ballot line
as we do on the picket line—
Organize an Independent Labor Party!

ISL

Greetings

Lucy and Joe

FOR -THE

Buffalo Branch, ISL

| Build the
- Independent Socialist League!

Cleveland Branch

THIRD
CAMP
OF
'LABOR
AND

ISL

Our Goal:

A Secialist Democracy!

—Brooklyn Branch, ISL

SOCIALISM
I

L
May Day Greeﬁngs_from
New York Unit

SYL

: _ ¥
Greetings
to the striking Chrysler workers!

DETROIT BRANCH
Independent Socialist League

Greetings on your 10th anni- MAY DAY
versary. We’'ll be with you GREETINGS
on your 20th.
Florence and Margaret for a
NEW WORLD
MAY DAY | of 77
GREETINGS— SOCIALISM
Pittsburgh Branch Akron Branch
ISL ISL

O B S e
From a Group of West Coast Workers.

In Memory of
MARTIN ABERN

“The proletarian revolution, in the very requirements
of the revolution, in addition to transforming jundamen-
tally the former relations of classes, changes even the or-
ganizational forms of govermment, that is, turning toward
mdustrial foundations, aiming for the passage of govern-
ment from the administration of men to the administration
of things.” —Martin Abern, Organizational Principles.

;

Revolutionary Greetings

from the

S+. Louis Branch

IsL

: from the

CHICAGO SYL

‘GREETINGS
from *l'h_e

Newark Branch
ISL-

May Day 1949--May Day 1950:

e Formation of a U. of C. chapter

e Organization of the first natienal
SYL camp
e Over the top in two fund drives—
June 1949 quota exceeded by 100%
April 1950 quota exceeded by 200%

the fastest growing unit of the Sociali

Socialist Greetings to LABOR ACTION

-]

o Substantial increase in membership

o Well over a hundred forums, ¢lasses,
socials, efc.

o Extensive political activity on sev-

Socialist
Greetings
this

May Day
to all

of our

fellow workers!

eral campuses and considerable v
neighborhood work ;
e . . Philadelphia
We're the Best in the West Branch
st Youth League ISL

For the Third Camp
of World Labor and
the Colonial Peoples!

MANHATTAN (THURSDAY) BRANCH
INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

.- Greetings!
THE THREE "JOCKS"

Milton
Mann
Lenz

t

Greetings on May Day!
A Friend

Two Young Old-Timers
A Comradely Couple

May Day Greetings!

J. L. S. (Streator)

Jennie (Boston)

Charlie Steward (N. Y.)

Arouse, Educate,
Organize, Unite
for Socialist Democracy!

Chicago Branch
ISL

For a Socialist World! |
SAN FRANCISCO B
B&y Area Branch

Independent Socialist League
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Bureaucracy Threatens — an Independent Labor Party Beckons

- Let’s Harness Labor’s Power!

By WALTER JASON

In an epoch that demands great decisions and bold ac-
#ions to solve the urgent werld problems pressing on human-
ity, the strategic role of the American labor movement as-
sumes increasing |mporfcn:e, since it constitutes the largest
#ree working-class force in the world at its peak of strength,
Yet-its tragic impotence is remarkable.

The contrast between the potential role of the American unions with
aggressive socialist leadership and the actual facts of life constitutes
- a gap the like of which has never been seen before in modern capitalist

society. Even.a cursory glance at the record of defeats and so-called
victories of the trade unions since May 1949 illustrates the point quite

clearly. Furthermore, a review of
the previous year's labor history
does give a clue to the coming
evenis and the part which the la-
bor movement may play during the
next immediate peried.

It is customary in union circles
to confine any review primarily to
a statistical report: Last year the
unions had X number of con-
tracts, this year X plus 100 con-
tracts. This is called progress.
Last year the unions collected X
millions in dues, this year they
took in X plus A millions in dues:
more evidence of progress.

The mentality of the trade-
union officialdom confines itself
within the limits of a statie world
which, while only fictitious, does
lend support to the statistical ap-
proach which they find so com-
forting. The trick of the trade-
union officials consists not in re-
lating the evolution of the union
movement to the social problems
of the day and to the new tasks
created by turbulent national and
international events.

Disillusioned

The vast post-war unrest and
search for economic security fin-
ally reflected itself in the labor
movement by demands for pen-
sions for the workers “too old to
work and too young to die.” John
L. Lewis grasped the sentiment
and won the first industry-
financed pension plan. In 1949
the CIO leadership made pensions
the major economic demand for
the coming year, and Walter Reu-
ther, president of the United Au-
tomobile Workers, as usual, elo-
quently outlined the significance
of this blueprint to labor and
the eountry.

In 1950 the results of the CIO
campaign are almost in, and they
have proved to be quite disillu-
sioning to most workers whose
unions won industry-financed
pension plans. In the case of oth-
er workers—as, for example, the
Chrysler strikers mnow out of
work nearly four months in a
pension strike — the disillusion-
ment has set in before the “tri-
umph.” The whole pension drive
_of the labor movement has served
‘to emphasize the insecurity of
modern society rather than give
any assurance of security.

Nor has there been any period
in which the wunion movement
seemed %o sacrifice so much in
terms of struggle for such minor
gains. The pension pattern has
turned out to be very disappoint-
ing to labor. In addition, in other
strike struggles like Bell Aircraft
and Singer Sewing Machine, the
unions suffered big defeats. The
AFL unions which, by and large,
skirted the pension issue or op-
posed it, confined themselves pri-
marily to consolidating previously
won contracts and winning minor
economic concessions.

Shall We "Demand’?

Until the coal miners’ strike
victory temporarily halted the
anti-labor drive, the entire Amer-
ican labor movement seemed
headed for a period of more re-
treats and defeats. Not the least
Jmportant aspect of the coal
miners’ success against the Tru-
man administration’s strikebreak-
ing, the coal operators and fed-
eral injunctions was the fact that
no labor leader except John L.
Lewis thought the coal miners
could do anything except suffer
defeat. This is the sorry past to

which the American labor leader-
ship has come in the last year.

The significance of the success-
ful tacties of the coal miners and
John L. Lewis has been complete-
ly missed by the rest of the labor
bureaucracy. They shudder at the
very thought of “taking on the
whole world” as the United Mine
Workers union was forced to do.

Another aspect of,
the coal miners’ strike
which should not be
lost is that with all its
splendid wmilitancy it
was essentially a de-
fensive battle, which
did not solve any of the
basic problems but only
gave the coal miners a

brief Trespite before
other harsher battles
ensue,

The effect of the con-
servative policies car-
ried out by frightened
bureaucrats may best
be seen as they affect
the wmost progressive
union in America, the
United Automobile
Workers (CIO). Be-
fore the auto workers’
union could make its major 1950
struggle against General Motors
for a $§125 a month pension plan
and greater union security, it
found itself engaged in a costly,
devastating, and almost demoral-
izing strike against Chrysler, the
outcome of which, no matter how
successful in terms of immediate
demands, can never make up for
the great sacrifices of the ranks.

Yet in the middle of this kind
of class struggle one finds the na-
tienal ClO announcing that it is
dropping the word "demand” from
its lexicon. Hereafter its demands
will be referred to as "proposals.”
After all, the word "demand" may
be found in the Communist Mani-
festo; it sounds radical; it may,
you know, be un-American, and it
implies that labor needs some-
thing so badly in this capitalist
paradise that it must insist upon
it.

Timid Bureaucrats

What is inveolved, of course, in
this announcement is the whole
eringing and defeatist mentality
of a timid bureauecracy fright-
ened by the blows of a changing
world. Another reflection of this
is the positive hatred with which
many CIO bureaucrats view Wal-
ter Reuther, who, although he
does not act one whit different
from the others, still insists on
making a speech. now and then
that suggests that perhaps this is
not the best of all possible worlds,
and his speeches are always re-
ferred to as “pie in the sky.”

Turning to the field of political
action, it could hardly be expected
that any trade-union bureaucracy
as timid as the CIO and AFL
are on the economic field, which
is the heart of unionism, could
be. expected to act differently in
terms of national politics. Almost
everyone, including these same
bureaucrats, will admit that the
activities of the labor movement
on the mnational political scene
have resulted in one fiasco after
another. The best way to keep an
index on Congressional aection
these days is to list any impor-

“tant CIO or AFL legislative pro-

gram, and one can safely assume

that Congress did not pass and

will not pass that bill in the com-

ing period. The repeal of the
Taft-Hartley Law and the shelv-
ing of civil rights legislation are
two cases in point.

It is thus that'in sheer self-de-
fense the bureaucracies are. be-
ginning to move closer together,
and this explains the reeent CIO,
AFL and UMW maneuvers on
the question of labor unity. Fear,
n,ot a feeling of strength, is driv-
ing them together.

What lessons should be leamed
from the dumping of the Fair
Deal program into the Congres-
sional ashean, from the political
fiaseos of the labor movement and
from- the costly and debilitating
strike struggles which bring such
relatively small results? CIO
President Philip Murray inform-
ed the world, including his cohort
Walter Reuther, in a recent issue
of the New Republic, what con-
clusion he drew. Murray said he
simply could not conceive of the
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Democratic Party not doing its
job (all the facts of life to the
contrary) and therefore any sug-
gestion of a third party based on
labor was simply a trick playing
into the hands of general reac-
tion,

Labor's "Me Too"
Thus we find, with the 1950

elections before us, not one im--

portant section of the official la-
bor movement speaking in terms
of any independent political ac-

“tion which might turn the reac-

tionary tide. Few others than the
Independent Socialists and other
political groups are keeping alive
the idea of_a labor party.

In the face of this political bank-
ruptey, is it a wonder that the
"hopelessly inadequate” (to use
Woalter Reuther's phrase) Harry
Truman feels more confident these
days? Why not? The more he dis-
regards labor leaders the more
servile they become. The American
labor bureaucracy simply keeps
silent on many issues which affect
the interests of the rank and file
because they fear to jeopardize
their relationship with Truman.
The fantastic and costly military
budget is an example. As for for-
eign policy, what can one find? At
a time when the world labor move-
ment looks for aid against Stalinist
totalitarianism, all they get from
American laber leaders is a "me
too' to every Wall Street imperi-
alist policy.

The whole spéctacle would be
pitiful if it were not so tragic,
for it is the ‘rank and file that
suffers from the blunders and
mistakes, of the leadership.

There is only one field in which
the top leaders may honestly
state that they are achieving real
suecess, and that is in consolidat-
ing their bureaucratie grip over
the rank and file. The AFL today
has an aristocracy of labor bu-
reaucrats undreamed of before.
Just one little illustration of the
AFL trend: Recently a team-
sters’ local union with 6,000 mem-
bers published its yearly finan-
cial .veport. The executive dirvec-
tor of this union alene received
$55,000 a year in salary.

In the CIO bureaucratization
took a more dramatic and brutal

form because of the problem of
Stalinism. The expulsion of the
Stalinist-controlled unions was
prepared by revising the CIO con-
stitution inte a bureaucratic
structure which gives it a.dis-
cipline that only monolithie- po-
litical parties have thus far in-
sisted upon. Official poliey in the
CIO now tends to have the same
ceneral significance that “party
line” has been to the Stalinists
and for which they were ridiculed
by these same CIO bureaucrats
and for which unions under their
control were expelled.

Leadership Lacking

Three illustrations of the crude
bureaueratization that is engulf-
ing the CIO come to mind, besides
the wholesale expulsions result-
ing from the 1949 CIO conven-
tion in Cleveland. Joseph Cur-
ran’s combined police regime and
strong-arm methods have struck
nearly fatal blows to the splen-
did tradition of democraey in the
National Maritime Union. The
devastating biographical sketch
of Michael Quill that recently ap-
peared in the N_Y. Times Maga-
zine speaks for itself as a com-
mentary on the fate of union de-
mocraey in the Transport Work-
ers Union.

A third illustration indicates
how difficult it is to stop the trend
once it begins., By the time this
article appears George Baldanzi,
executive vice-president of the
Textile Workers Union, will be
fighting desperately to remain in
his union. Why? Is he a Stalinist
or perhaps a socialist or an inde-
pendent radical who disagrees
with "ClO policy”? -Nothing as
serious as that. Emil Rieve, presi-
dent and boss of the textile union,
proposes to expel Baldamzi “be-
cause we don't get along and can't
work together.”

And there is evidently not a
single public protest from one
single CIO leader against this
enervating trend. How safe is the
struggle for democracy in the
hands of a union bureauecracy
which includes Currans, Quills
and Rieves and is dominated by a
Murray?

Nothing better suggests the
power and almost limitless vital-
ity of the American working
class than its demonstrations at
every possible opportunity of its
willingness to fight and to saeri-
fice for a better world. The steel
workers struck for six weeks. The
saga of the coal miners’ struggle
tells itself. At Chrysler, in spite
of a policy of no picket lines and
of confusion and blundering at
the top, the auto workers stand
solidly together for nearly four
months!

What is lacking, what is need-
ed, what is wrong, is the leader-
ship. Labor’s record for 1949-50
stands as a wholesale indietment
of the bureaucracy. And candor
compels us to state bluntly that
in the coming period no effective
new legdership to challenge the
old appears likely to arise. It is
at this point, of course, that many
socialists, understanding the real
situation, become ex-socialists;
ex-socialists become™ Democrats;
and the Walter Reuthers are pri-
vately grateful that they chose
to play it safe and keep their
position.

The very urgency of the prob-
lems, the failure of the present
labor leadership, and the need for
a new force in the union move-
ment giving direction to the cease-
less struggle of the workers dic-

tates the future role and outlines
the significance of the  Indepen-
dent Socialist League!

To exist, to be an example of a’
different set of ideas, of a dif-

ferent way out than the old hope-’

less and futile methods, are rea-
sons alone that justify the fune-

tlomng of the Independent Social-

ists in the union movement as
well as in society in general.
Where can labor. find the idea
for its own political and organi-
zational independence - from the
capitalist parties and their so-
ciety except from the Indepen-
dent Socialists? What other hope
exists — outside of the terrible
Stalinist totalitarian anti-capital-
ism—for the anti-capitalist feel-
ings of the workers?

For a Labor Party!

The main stress of the union
work of Independent Socialists in

this period is political. The day-:
importdnt’
but are not decisive in the kind

to-day tasks remain
of period in which the labor un-
ions find themselves today. Of
course there will be many differ-
ent forms of revolt within the
unions against the growing bu-
reaucratization and the impo-
tence of the top leaders to “bring
home the bacon.” The ranks will
not act in shrewd, clever fashion,
with assurances of success in the
struggle against the bureaucrats.
But in all instances, the Indepen-
dent Socialists have an important
role to play, not as trade-union
leaders primarily, but above all,
as socialist educators, who tie to-
gether the struggle for union de-
mocracy with labor’s general po-
litical independénce and its his-
torie place in a new society.

No struggle for socialism has
any meaning--without being a
struggle for democracy, and ng
struggle for demoecracy is signifi-
cant and lasting unless it com-
bines with it the long-range
struggle for socialism, the only
form of workers' democracy com-
patible with the industrialized
world in which we live today.

As protagonists for this basic
concept, the Independent Social-
ists in day-to-day struggle and by
all their activities, as well as the
organization which symbolizes the
fight for sociaiism, the Indepen-
dent Socialist League, take on
their most important job.
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