Preparotmn for the
Final Onslaught

DAWN Interview with
Comrade Joe Slovo

Bwn:  wratl is whe sipificance ol = curvert maas peiltic
aticne irelle the eountrv? _ B
$1 ,'ag ,;gﬁt sovaris e «hld of lnzv yeer, ta9 Jentrzl Jomw
ittae of the Soith africnn lommunist Pardy  (CR3A) aspoke
':....-..-. the Jecade of tue s Deirg tre dacads of ke ziruggle
or peopiels gowsr anu ail e events sinoe Tne teginning of
nlg #L2RT yoLY 35 ATEugEle DNve LOrme ot the correciaces of
20 projEd tion waich Ls ocontalred ir the* statemans and I
cdnk 1% i3 cdrreEer o aoy Thet soday lod<ing at tae avants of
s@ last alx montis ia psxrtie .'..a_, L4l Tiere avre ‘present tne
ngredients m“ whesi one nizht call g pre-revolutionary site
atdon. wesplte vicious enemy retaa.iu ion, the urian popula=
250, In ;gnimh_, i§ aradiuzaly urcurpnoilaing in its
aciness 0 engace ityall-swulney tie raciut atats, It i3
«g2Y Tha:T ta: people ars skowirg The zoaclute relection of
e to=garted veform progzramce wnion tas ensmy is uair:a in an
ATt e ostel tne vevalunionaxy tide, e pegpls are =ian
N :r'...i.ng & complats »edsoation 2f The frauwiulent vantugian proe
nanon whisn is m.':'utem T 0O .'..::'r‘.'_.ia Souti Afriez, to devide
45 PeopLe ant %0 E-""l: the Zoush african resscs 1o acospt &
onpiste confirmation of she cviginel forsign conquest of tuelr
DAYy sNe [ROPie are a..50 nr.uwi_ra,; & sroeing acceptance of
';.»-:- leacersaip of ’r..u: nf'-'iea:. w2iional Conzress 2t a...'.i lavals
L Thelir st :‘-.1.31&.

ine sivuation is =2lsn cheraczerised vy a r:ontf.:zunua g0 o
crgicn of tne e-ruegla £O new areas, ~e22 which p-wimlar
2oxed dorment like the Urangs Free Itate nave also come inuto
e pieture o struggle and in general une csh say, az 1
“dlcated at tne ocuiset thev lcoking av the position us a
nole it s clear that the ingredienis of i pre-revolutionary
isvation are pregent’ in our country,

<he reasor 1 say tils, apart frum cis setlviiy of the .
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__“pﬂﬂp,!ﬂ; is that the possibility of change in our country
iepends not only on the sirength and weakness of the enemy; it
-depends not only on the strength and weakress of our awn orga-
- nised movement but it also depends on the confidence whibh the
wagses have on the possibility of victory.

- Thers can be no doubt that inspired by their own strugy.
. &les, inﬁpired by the victories on the borders earlier on in
“Angola and Mozamblque and now once again in Zimbabwe, the
' masses of our people are beginnirg to senze the posalbility of
. & succegsful. stmmggle for the finzl destrustion of the racist

- regime and for the winalng of people's power. And- therefore,
4t is quite olear that if -ene examines the ourrent polifical

b= el nieall 1 mrmy

mass actions ingide our country they mmist be rogarded as more
than just isolated aciivitiex, They must be regarded as an.
urge which io expressing iiself at all levels of the society.
“in South Africa for the preparation for the final assauld
‘against racist supremacy in our land, _
Z2un: Do yon think thers is any qualititive change in  the
political content of the present student boycotts compasred to
-the 1976 Upsurges?

€de Joe Slovo: Well, in the first place the one significant
1hing which should be said about the present student boyecott
-ig that for the first time it has irvolved on a macssive scale
andtier very important sectlon of the oppressed black reopls
axnd that is the CGoloured people, and in ihe more general sense
the significance of thess activities compared to 1976 is thai
An 1976, if we remember the way the Soweto Upsurges began witl
 the ectivities in the school i1 was cleor that iniiimlly  the
issue was posed by the students in a narrow way on the questi
- of the imposition of the Afrikasns languase and a9 we know i1
developed in%o a muck more profound form of strusple. ._

DIFFERENCE,

| The difference in the polikical atmﬁaphem today i‘.ﬂ demo
- nstrated by the fact that now frum the very beginming the -
. demande whieh are put on the agende by the student boycott
« movement: are not restricted to a small area on this oxr that
~iesue but iaitially it isan s a3 sarult on the wvhole
syptem of unequal education amd it already right from the stax
-contains demands comnmected with the position of the black pec
.ple as a whole in the oppressive syatem snd in thet mae one
seculd. eay that the current siudent boycott has got a @0 .
wnim& political content ‘axd it bhas that profound political
“géntent becauge of the experiencea which the students gained

“in Ehe 1976 upsurges and the upsurges '-n?hl{‘h ﬂcmwed beyond
197 4 .



(lawn: What are the main features of the massive. strike action.
chat is sweeping South Africa? |
,gga Joe Slove: Well, in the first place, u’bvinhsly they u.re
a symptom of the worsening conditions of tie working cless in
the economic ficld., We know thet the massive increeses in pey
whieh the workers won in the strugsles in the eerly 70s have
anw been almost rendered meaningless in the light of the enor-
gous infletion which has developed inside the couniry and the
vorkers are showing that they are once again prepared tosngage
:Lnusingtheir collective a3 trength in orde.r
1*‘0 win better pay, better econumic cornfitiorsz and .in order
I*La make it possible for them to survive economically from day -
‘4o day, But tiis is only the very immediate content of their
actions. -
~ CONTENT

1 think it is true to say that tie strike esctions vhich

are taxineg place a2lso contaln at &ll levels the inaredients of
iie struerle Ly the workers in Sonutin Africa to btuild a genuine
trada union movemsnt, A atrugrle vhich rejects the proposals
vhich have now been ' implemented by the regime which came from
the Wiehahn Commission, proposals which ave dintended to pre-
vent the emercence of a genuine independent trade union move
ment in South Africa, remresentin. the mosit exploited section
of our workineg class, the black workers. And it is simifi-
cant that in all these strikes whether it be the strike which
wvag conneoted with Port Elizabeth Black Community Drkaniaa.tian
(PERCO), whether it be the recent strike of the. mumicinal
workers in Johermesburg, whether it be the red meat strike in
the Cape, the demands which are smerging cnrtlnuaual? in the
strike actions contain not only an assertion of the claim to
vetter corditions, but alsc on the right of the warkers'! orga-
nisation, And, one ¢an say that included inmany of the
actione are already demards which show that the workers are
beginning 10 recdounise the important role which they
nust play-as a ccllective class in the general struasle for
the creation of & new society in South Africa,

I think further siesnificance of the massive strike move-
mert which is developing is thet as far as the mass of the
peponle are corcerned they regard the strike aotions as reflect-
ing not only the isolated demands of workers in individual -
factories, but as vart nf the. overall struggle asainei the
racist regime and this is evidenced by the fact that in many

of 'hhaae strike actions like Vattis and Monis, like the <red
meat atnke, people from other levele of gooiety are showing
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their coiidarity with the strikins workerg, I think the
further =nd a verv important asvect of the growing strike
activity in South Afrieca is tkat it is laying the foundation

for a much bigger and more massive assault on the racist state
‘We must remember that the 19706 Scweto Upsurges was prece-

ded by the series of strike actions which Desan in Hatal in
1973 and svread throughout the country., Tt is the action of
the workera during that period which created the atmosvheres,
the gonfidence ané the inspiratior which eventually led to
the student uvsurges, which in turn also led to strike act-
ivity bLv the workers mot onlv in.the sconomic field but also
in the political fielé., We all remenmber the important contri-
bution whick the workine class mede in their solidaxity actior
in the thres or four maior general national strikes in support
of the student activity and as & demonatration against the
»acigt terror on the peovle,

|  DECLARATION . |
Dawp: SACTT has declared 1980 the Year of the Mobilisation of
the Werker. What reasons have crompted SACTU to fake such a
decision and why in this year pariicularly?
‘8de Joe Siove: T think it's already cleer from what I have
seld that thﬂ ormanigsed activity of the working claps is one
of the most fundanental villars of the strupgle of the people
as a whole fnr the deatructionr of the racist exploitative sys-
tem, andé it is absolutelv wderstandable that ip this e r a
which, one must say, begins with the year 1980, of the prepara~-
tion of a final 3aﬂﬁu1t on racist power that it is the working
class that above all should be mobilised to play iis part,
The Afyrican National Congress and its allies have always
believed that the fundamental force in South Africa for the
assault on the racist state 1s ths class which is the most
oppreszed, which is the most exploited and thet is the black
‘working class. And, therefore, the Year of the Mobilisation
.0f Workers 1is an expression not cnly of the desire of the
movement as a whole and of SACTU in particular <o organise
the working clzss in the trade unions, to organige them at
all levels, but also in order to mobilise them ag a force in
the general struggle for national liberation,
‘Dewns On the gquestion of the relationship between the pnliti—

“cad and military, the Strategy and Tectics of our movenment
gtates among other things: %'E masges of the peasants,
workers and youth, beleaguered for z long time by the enemy's
military occupation, have to be activated in a multitude of
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;A8 NOv only to ensure z arowing strsam of Tecruite for the
righting units but to harass the eneny politicaily ¢ that his
rarces are digspersed and therefore weavened", Yo ihe currsnt
jevelopments cornfiri the correctness of our position?

de Joe Slovo: Well, cur position on ths reiatvionsnlip beiween
it political and military strugzle hes alwvays been cleor, Qur
sovement has always regarded +he military ztruggle as a conti-
wation of the politiceal struggle by mea2neg wnich include milii-
sary confrontation and it is for bhwt reason $hat siasce the
-arly 6Us we have ewrarked on tze volicy of cembinirng politica)
etion with sdlitary girikes agzins~ the oneny, cul despite
the fact that we have done thig we cortinue to accept and wili
rentinue to accept that the ssasence of ouxr sitrupgle remasiis
volitical,
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POWER

The struissle for power in Jouth ifrica is not just a
struggle of an &lite militarv force, The ziruggie of the
cwiole people and there can be no doud abomt it that at the
soment the activities insidse the country by - t h ¢ - usses
of peovle and to whick we havs already referred continue 4o
ra the moe* impor*ant threat to the racish regime, . The poli-
tical siruggle at the noment is ¢nill vaxing what one might
call e guerrilla form. It is hevpenirg now here, now thess,
Striles take place in Cape Town, when they take place in Uit-
erhage, then in Durben, then in .ohammesburg, School boysvits
- atart in Xwee~ashu, I% gets vakern up in Bloemfontein, it has
i%e echoe in Soweto 2nd so 2an and ac Forith, We belleve that
‘he moment is approzching wher wiat I have called the guerril-
la content of the present rolitical sirugsle uill take on 2
=k more permerent and a much more norvicnel foum, thrt itwild
acme t0 2 point where these netions will be ceabdbined on »
national scale wrere the worksrs throughout tre country will
azt at one tine ané the gusstiown remainasz, wnat then is the roie
of military activity during this kind of phase?

Wall, thers can b2 no doubt abouf it that the aciiviticcs
in which Umkhornte we Sizwe has engaged in the last year ov
two have played a2 cost significant role in preparing the cor~
iitions in which the people =z=re responiing in the way whicr
we have witnessed, Tnere is rno Joubt that these activities
will be intensified :nd with the intensification of these act-
ivities, there is also no doubt that the political activities -
and the political resistance of the reople will be heightenesa
and therefore there can be no doubt that this combination of
political and military activitiesnot enly by the
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movewent, but by the people as a whole, who will slowly but

surely be involved in th2 military struggle as well, will oul
minace in a succeesful geiznre of people's power in our county
And it is aleo clear as you asked thai the current events in:

South ifrica confirmg the correctness of the position of oux
novexent whish is to contimuousaly work for the combination of

mags activities, macss actions, mass orgruisation, mass resist
ance tmgﬁth&t with vlows at the enemy which will both damage
the eremy and insoire the people to storm the heights of its
citadels both polilically and militawvily.
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