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e contract s another favorite Soctal-

* tat scheme of chokiag the Gghting apirit of
_Twe dommerring central

_cmmmittees tie the workers op with coo-
| tncn that forve them to seab on esch
_other. They eall thia proecdure “*Gghting
" the boms.'* At 6mt the stiff necked cm-
ployers couldn't see the besaty of thls
plan. But they are learning that there
are more ways of killing sn elephant than
feediog it ta death mn pescock tnogues.
The votract system b8 basoming popolar
with shem. So®@uch so (bt the highest
coust in Germany bas bell It to br legal™
Iy bioding. Unicas bave beemierverely
“‘stung’* Gnanghally for hreach of contract.
fo Hamiwrg (1906, o few wond workers.
locked oal asls taking May Iy
off, got sore ad strack. Their employ crs
elaimed thia was a breach of conirmet and
sued Ihe *Wondworkers® Union.”  Thie
orgaolsation crawled oot of the affair by
placing the cesprusibility ,on the local
" unica. ter waa muleted 6,500
warks and evals of five yTar legal yroceed.

. Nerdless to sav, jhe legai rights of
the unions sa complainanis in sueh cases
cett only be discerned with a pawetfol mi-
crmcope.  They are lavisible to the
nakeil ¢ye. Bul as the Socinlisi wotto is
*'Peace at any price,”” this little hinder.
ance doa't stop them from nakiog. con-
tracts. ‘They aay far the labor movement
o grow it @must have “‘rest.’” Cootract
eblorofiren is @ very cficient soporific.

The principal denuod of the employers
duriog the great  bullding trade lockout in
1010 was 4bet-all g sbould be made
thragb the central commmitters—1bus cx-
cluding eveu the perfunctory meddling of
the lwsl untons. They suceeeded (o ty-
ing the whole Luildiag trades of Germaay
op in a three-year cootreet, and io ex-
change grantrd the workers a fe w jaltry
enacrmiune,  This was bailed Ly Socislists
all over the workl as a great victory, bat
it was only Ly the most skillfal jughng
that the rebellious locsl unious were made
tn accent their cooauest.

A Berlin brewlnk worken® “’Kartell
coatrdct'’ yives a falr idea of the usual
wmethod of carrying on this contract war-
te.  Thirteen national unlous with wem-
liers easployed in the hirewery in Guestion
insiated o0 helvii & the *'Brewery Work-
ers'’ to formoiate their demands. They
all agreed that in case of & strike of voe
categuey of wuckers el woald
rewaln at work until/ their cen
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decline wages of the miven. A
“few are: lrumian miners, per SAIR, in
marks, - 1907, 4.S1; 1908, 4.27; 1009,
4.07. Vewrly weges m aarks, 1907,
1529 ; 1908, 1298; 1000, 1834 decrense
of 196 @arks in three yeam. It will
doubtlem take the mipers some time to
achieve Lheir conancipation et this rate of

rlgrem.

All 10ld, tbo material amccems of the
German Soclalgt uatone s bat littde If
any better than that of the A. F.of L.
woions. And naterally, es the tacties of
the two groaps of unlons are esscntlslly
the same. They sre bwoth defensive or-
ganjsticos. The A. F. of L. recoguines
capitalsm_es a fiosllty, and In reality to
alming to make wages keep pace with the
increase In the coat of living; and the

ing the task of overduowing capitalien
to the “ballot box stuflens.”

11 they can exhibit more “‘saccem’* as &
reault of their efforte: than the A. F. of L.
noloas, which s doabtfol, it is chiclly be-
racse they are wore (avored by oational
couditions than’ the A. F. of L. Tbe
{mmente unemplo¥ed army that charac-
terince the U. S. is largely alweatlo Ger-
many.__The latter's industrics, Particalar-
Iy arming, are not so well developed as in
the U. S. Tbey sosk wp thoosands of
workers who In the United States would
be unemployed, and thus a dead weighton
the labor movenent. The armny occuples
anotber 700,000 wen, as widiers alone,
nat to apeak of the thousaads of workers
employed in producing war roaterial, the
nuwberlesa funciionaries, ete.  And then
the Genioan ¢mployers are not 30 well or-
mnized as those in the U. S, though
their organtsations are rapidly taking oo
the more modern trust form. Where this
form is strongly developed, s in the tex
tile, mining and metallndustries, the Ger-
man ugions are natorally eimuet es belp-+
\ the A. F. of L. anlons in simllar
inaces. Yo sarmetlly oppeee
these modern  eapitalistic nrganisatioas
they must esaape from tbe. tot-lage of
their political gusrdiens, who won't per-
mit them to fight for fear they will dls-
cover lheir true strength. They moust
adopt modem métbads of industrial ware
fare. sabotage, genera! strike, cte.  They
must become aggressive and ‘‘carry the
wat ints Afvica,’
their period of suceess is at an end.

It isvery difficult to see wherein, the
boasted Progresslveness of she German
unions liey. Their une feature that might
justly Ue labelled "'progress,”’ L. e. their
atedualls fuslog lsto larger groups, |
have sbown to Le a distinet dissdvantage
to the movement by waking the Power of
the buresucracies ever stroager and ren-

tral comumittees endofeed the strike. Fine

cbance for mudern union tactics where the

omoscnt of 14 ustivnal committers has to

be scrured 1o arder (0 tie up & brewery.
*Positive Saceam.”

Ta disprave Knulsky's contention that
the Socialist uninas are st the ead of their
pestod ol wsefulnewms, Legien in b
**Sigy phusarbeit uler Pasilive Erfuly,”
tempts 10 pruve Lhal Ibry are a great soc-
crea. A & work ng basis ke Lakes Cal-
wer's statistics of & 27.5 pep ceot iverause
in: the cost of Jiviog in Germany from
1395 to Uiy, md thew bow soaié
of the steunger unions Lave increased their

~weses stlll wore in the same period.
Naturall} ler ' figures arc warped to
make the increde (o the cust of living
scem lower than it nally has been.
Essct ksowledge on the increase i practi-
cally impacble to secure, but 3 to 40
per crut would padmbly be o . than
27.5 per cewt. The buildiog tr@es or-
maoizatiogs and & fcw others pabticalarly
favared by the unexampled prosperity of
the last dosea years, nnd, the weakes or-
ganizations of their employers beat Cal-
wer's figures by & few per cent, The
printers’ resalts during this period are,
Bawever, a fair giage of the gxeeral suc-
cess of the unions.  Since 1894 until 1906
their wages bave increased 22 1-2 per
ceat, or 5 per cent below Calwer's figure,
" In 1906 they were. tied up with a na-
tional contract for ten years, Whilst
the price of living goes, souring these
workers, bound by this cootrdet, whish
they dare not Lreak Under servitade of the
severest legal penalties, ean’ cousole them-
_ selves with the thought that they belong
to the “progressive’’ Socialist anions.
The miaers, textile and metal woskers are
also in bad shape. They are opposed by -
wodern ogfbinations of capital and are
_almost defenscless.  Legien don’t venture
. " on amy figures b( their *' They
can't even get contracts to their
‘wages at their present levels . >

rs

‘abilities & cvqremed-

dering tactics more bl
1o all otber reapects they are at s stand-
atil} as far a8 developmeat o their Sgbting
How lag they
will cogarot to thus. rest tranquil and be
bied by the political cwvemrol and op-
prezacd by their masters, ks problomatical.
Bot as the employers, emboldeved by the
belplcsanem of Ibe unions, are kaviag the
issue by making Germany ibe clamic land
of the lockout, perbabe tiicy msy foolishly
#0 %0 far 23 10 dfive 1be workers to revolt
aguinst the pesceful councls ofy their
leaders; a revolt that scems hardly to he
expected imm any other source 81 the
wuekers are 68 aleorbed In the politicsl
situation that valy a real jar can call their-
atiention ta their troe Interests.

W. 4 FOSTER.

THE STRIKE IN NEW ORIEANS

New Ocleans, La, Oct. 4.

Solidarity :

Tam sending you 1 ten days” prepmid
subseription to the 'ltem,”” commencing
October 2, We are 10" the midst of &
general strike of the railrond men (shop
federation). This strike was by the men,
aguinst the orders of the Federalion ofi-
cials. There are no stnke benefits It is
men ageinst red tape.  The men are way
shead in their tactics from five years ago.
They are talking **a fair deal and no trou-
ble,** DAt the scabs are  ietting it all
around and the company property. i saf-
fering.

The men employed are sending loaded
cars everywhere bat to the right place.
Eagines are coming in erippled ; socidents
are happening, soch, as loaded ears break-
ing loose on inclines, r 3
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