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The Drift of the Labor . |
Bureaucracy to the Right

By WM. Z. FOSTER.

HE outstanding characteristic of
‘ the American labor movement is
| the drift of the trade union bureau-
cracy to the right. This has been
}an almost unbroken process since the
close of the war. Three great land-
lmarks stand out in this rightward
| tendency of the trade union official-
{dom. These are the movements of
| the steel workers in 1918-19, of the
| railroad workers in 1920-22, and the
i coal miners in 1925-27. These are
I three key struggles and have exert-
{ed profound effects on the general
{ course of the labor movement.

The Great Steel Strike.

|YTMHE  organization of the steel

workers represented the highest
| point ever reached by organized la-
{ bor in this country in establighing
Eunionism amongst the masses. The
| campaign of organization received
{little or no support from the upper
! bureaucrats. And when the steel
| workers were attacked by the steel
| companies those bureaucrats betray-
1ed the movement outright. They
| abandoned the steel workers com-
pletely. The latter demanded co-op-
eration from the miners and the rail-
road workers to tie up the steel mills,
but their proposals went unanswered
by the reactionary leadership of these
| organizations.

HE strike was lost. Had it been

won, as it might easily have been
with support from the related basic
industries, it would have enormously
strengthened the entire labor move-
ment and fortified it for the bitter
struggles ahead. But due to the
treachery of the class collaboration-
ist leadership it was lost. In conse-
quence the union line-up of the work-
ers was weakened and the employers
were encouraged to redouble thejy at-
tacks against the trade unions. The
loss of the steel strike was followed
by a decided drift to the right of the
bureaucracy.

The Railroad Shopmen’s Strike.

T the close of the war the bloc
of 16 railroad unions were the
strongest and most progressive sec-
tion of the labor movement. In 1921
the railroad companies opened their
campaign aggressively to shatter
First they split
| the four brotherhoods from the rest

| of the unions by promises of conces-

| sions. Then they cut the wages of
| the shopmen and worsened their con-

| ditions so that they had to strike, in

| steel workers.
{the sad picture of nine unions stay-
ling at work while seven were on
| strike.
.| unions would' have resulted in a mag-

spite of the prevailing unemploy-
ment. Their great national strike in
1922, like the steel strike of but two

| years before, was shattered by the
| attacks of the employers and the

treachery of the union leaders. The

| latter abandoned the railroad work-

ers on strike even as they had the
The strike presented

Real solidarity by the 16

nificient victory.
THE loss of the shopmen’s strike,
coming at the end of unsuccess-
| ful struggles by the unions in the
| textile, building, meat packing, and
other industries, drove the timid lea-
dership still further to the right.
They concluded that the railrvoad
corporations, fattened like the rest

of American capitalism by the super

profits of imperialism, were too
strong for the unions to resist. Hence,
instead of adopting the T. U. E. L.
program of amalgamation, a labor'
party, the organization of the un-

| organized, and the development of a

militant fight against the employ-
ers, they surrendered to the employ-
ers. This surrender takes the shape
of the whole series of class collabor-
ation movements, such as labor bank-
ing, the B, & O. plan, ete.

HE entire A. F. of I. bureau-

cracy also plunged into a retreat
to the right in the years following
this struggle. With their “new wage
policy,” and worker-employer co-op-
eration scliemes they have fallen in
step with the program of the em-
ployers -to company unionize the
trade unions and to reduce them to
mere auxiliaries of the exploiters to
epeed up production and to check
class consciousness. An inevitable
phase of this retreat to the right is
the bitter war being ecarried on
against the left wing, that has cul-
minated in the unheard of persecu-
tion and autocracy being practiced
now in the needle «trades."

The Struggle of the Coal Miners.
E come next to the vital strike
of the bituminous miners, now

taking place. This strike was pre-
ceded, as well as accompanied, by
the rankest treachery on the part of
the Lewis machine. For the past
two years the employers have been
literally cutting the Miners Union to
pieces, smashing them in district af-
ter district, Yet Lewis has done
nothing to prevent the destruction of

the organization. During the an-
thracite strike of 1926 thers was a
splendid opportunity to rehabilitate
the organization by pulling out the
bituminous miners., But Lewis re-
fused to do this. He permitted the
employers, under the fiction of the
Jacksonville agreement, to under-
mine the organization, to the extent
that where three years ago union bi-
tuminous miners were producing
70% of the bituminous coal and non-
union miners 30%, the percentages,
on the eve of the present strike, were
almost exactly reversed. Lewis’ pol-
icy brought the union in actual dan-
{ ger of destruction. The “Save the
Union” slogan of the progressive
bloc in the recent elections, was
based upon the realist of realities.

HE loss of the vital steel work-

ers’ and shopmen’s strikes result-
ed in the bureaucracy of the labor
movement going far to the right, with
consequent neglect of the workers’
interests and to the demoralization
and weakening of the unions. Al-
ready the weakening of the Miners
Union has had a reactionary effect
upon the labor movement. And the
loss of the present bituminous strike,
which would shatter the U. M. W,
A., backbone of the American labor °
movement, would also drive the bur-
eaucracy still further to the right?®
and inflict fresh disasters upon the
trade unions as a whole. Hence the
rallying of all possible support be-
hind the striking miners looms as
the major task confronting the labor,
movement at the present time. The
miners’ strike must be won in spite
of Lewis’ policy of betrayal.

The Road Ahead of Us.

THE present fight of the workers

for a powerful and militant la-
bor movement is a difficult one. The
reactionary bureaucracy, who are set
upon their policies of no fight against
the employers, cling to the control
of the unions by autocratic measures
which outrage every tradition and
practice of democracy in the unions.
But the situation is much better than
it appears upon the surface. There
is widespread discontent among the
masses of workers. This was evi-
denced in the recent miners’ elections,
when the opposition undoubtedly pol-
led the majority of the votes cast.
It is also manifest in the vast un-
heaval now taking place in the needle
trades. In the Machinists’ Union,
which the recent election demon-
strated, the workers are discontented
with the reactionary leadership. Even
in such organizations as the carpen-
ters, the rank and file (witness the
elections in Chicago and other cities)
are finding themselves in conflict
with the reactionary officialdom.

N the unions there are great num-

bers of workers at odds with their
leaders. The task is to unite these
under progressive and left wing lea-
dership. They lack organization
and a definite program. It is not
that the bureaucracy is so strong
but that the opposition is so disuni-
ted. The T. U. E. L, with its slo-
gans of organize the wunorganized
within and without the existing un-
jons, the amalgamation of the craft
| unions, the formation of a labor par-
itv. and the democratization of the
| unions, points the way to victory.
{What is needed is the development
of a widespread united front of pro-
gressive and left wing eclements to
put these vital slogans into reality.
This is the specific to stop the drift
of the present leadership to the right.
It is the way to a militant and suc-
cessful trade union movement.

MASSACRE OF THE
INNOCENTS—1927

Sacco and Vanzetti

No murderers are you.

But worse .than mere assassins,

That judiciary crew,

Grim, black robed and stony

Just like their Plymouth rock

Killing guiltless workers

By electric shock.

These judges hang together

They ought to hang-—by God!

These foul birds of a feather

Smell worse than putrid cod,

That is to say, the “justice”

That in this case they’ve shown

There is no worse injustice

In legal records known.

Oh land of boasted freedom ,."

Whence liberty has fled -

[t seems that even your justiJo

[s cock-eyed drunk or dead.
—ADOLF WOLF

i




