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Pollowing s the text of s loi-
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. Ver, National Secretary of the time. They picked up
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A juncts of the employers producing

By William Z. Foster organizations, with their B. & O.

plans, higher strategy of labor,

.~ Inasmuch as the proposals made
by the National .Committee deal
with :the analysis of the present
situation and the program of the
TUUL, and in view of the fact
that this convention will doubtiess
eafry through a drastic reorganiza-
tion of the T.UUL., it i fitting
that I should confine my remarks
to a general summary of the his-
torical role of the TUUL. in the

)

Role of TUUL as Leader and Organiser

cldss struggle.
; The Trade Union Educational
League, immediate fore-runner of

the T.U.UL, was organized in Chi-

eago in November-1920. The T.U.EL.

trade union organizations:

i Syndicalist League of North

Atherida (1912-1914), and the Inter-

national Trade Union Educational
League (1815-1817),

The T.UEL, like these predeces-

sors the ITW.W., was at the

date of its foundation a syndicalist |

organisation. But under the influ-
enre of the Russian Revolution and
the newly formed Communist
Parties and the Communist Inter-
national, it began rapidly to shed
its characteristic syndicalist feat-
ures. In 1921 the T.UEL. sent deie-
gates to the first congress of the
RILU. in Moscow, and was there
recognized as the American Left
Wing trade union section. The RI.
LU. condemned the dualist anti-
political policies of the IL.W.W.

‘From this point on, the TUEL.
worked in close cooperation with,
and with the fullest support of the
Communist, Party. Its general policy
was the building of the Left Wing
in the trade unions. For the first
few years of its history, the TU.EL.
included the Canadian Left Wing
trade union organization.

The TUEL. was born in the
midst of the great post-war drive
(1919-1922) of the employers against
the trade unions to denrive the

|| Mass Expulsion, Terrorism
} By A.F.L. Leaders

'The trade union leaders becked

- ‘Was an -outgrowth of preceding Left up this program by instituting a

terroristic campalgn against all
militant elements in the trade
unions who dared to raise their
| vpices against class collaboration.
| Pollowing the lead of the 1923 A. F.

|
of L. convention, which called for
the expulsion of all Communists
and T.UEL. militants, the top
|leaders of the various unions adopt-
ed a policy of wholesale expulsions
/of fighting elements throughout the
A, F. of L. and railroad uriions. The
I TALEL. was condemned as a dual
junion and membership in either it
of the Communist Party was suffi-
¢ient ground for union expulsion
|and blacklisting from industry. The
| expulsion campaign covered almost
'every union and thousands of mili-
tants were expelled. Gangster rule
|in the unions prevailed as never
before, and trade union democracy
|sank to its .lowest ebb. In this
shameful campaign of disruption
|and demoralization, the Socialist
|trade union leaders blazed the way.
The expulsion campaign began in
the Socialist needle trades and
reached its highest point by the
| expulsion of 35,000 cloak makers
|and 12,000 furriers in 1927-8.

As a result of such tactics, the
trade unions were devitalized and
lost the greater portions of their

workers of such achievements in
the way of organization, better
wages, shorter hours, etc., that they
had gained during the war. Hardly

fighting spirit. So low was the
morale of the movement in the
| Coolidge years that for the first

was the organization in the field
than the most militant elefhents in
the labor movement generally ral-
lied to its standards. From that
time on the T.UEL, developed
rapidly and the I.W.W. with its
policy of dual unionism, which had
previously been the revolutionary

. labor movement organization, gradu- ‘
ally sank into insignificance.

Began Work for Union
Unity

Although still weak, the T.UEL.
plunged immediately into the cur-
rent tremendous struggles and was
able to exert a considerable influ-

/time in the American labor history
{the trade unions did not increase
|their membership during a period
{ “prosperity.” On the contrary,
{all through the Coolidge period,
| they steadily declined in numbers,
morale, and strategic - position in
{industry,

Led Strikes During “Pros-
perity” Era

It is to the great credit of the
;Communlst Party and TUEL. that
|they never fell victims to the wide-
|spread “prosperity” {llusions of this

4
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Reporting to Convention of T.U. U |
Leader of Great Working Class Battles
Says That Unity Can Now Be Realized

ing stolen by Lewis padding the
returns with tens of thousands of
Mraudulent votes. In the needle
trades unions, the T.UEL. forces
polled heavily in every election and
in the 1825 convention of the I.L.G.
W.U. they represented twice as
many workers as the right wing,
but had 30 per cent less delegates
owing to the gerrymandering sys-
tem of representation. In the In-

- |ternational Association of Machin-

ists national elections of 1825, the
Left Wing united front slate was

- |officially accredited with 17,076 votes

against 18021 for the Johnston
leadership,” but the latter undoubt-
edly stole several thousand votes,
thus manufacturing the majority.
Many other important election
struggles were conducted in the car-
penters and various other.national
unions.

A.F.L. Unions Weakened
By Opportunist Policies

period & number of factors com-
bined to make necéssary a funda-
| mental change in policy on the part
{of the TUEL. in the direction of
| building independent unions. Be-
| cause of their officials, intense class
| collaboration policies, becked up by

gangster rule, mhss expulsions and
complete suppression of union

fdemocncy. the trade unions were |

|becoming less and less instruments
|that the workers could use effec-
|tively in defense of their interests.
‘IM I have stated before, the A. F.
of L. and railroad unions constantly
'declined in membership throughout

these years, falling from over four |

million in 1922 to. less than two and
|& half million in 1928, and their

|fighting morale and strategic posi-i

| tion in industry declined even more
80. The trade 1lunions had been
vastly weakened in the basic in-
!dustries, being completely wiped
out in steel, meat, packing, auto-
| mobile, metal mining, etc., and
| seriously weakened in coal mining,
|railroad, textile, etc. Meanwhile im-
portant sections of the masses of
|unorganized workers began to show
signs of wanting to organize, a de-
mand which the devitalized, crip-
pled A. F. of L. unions, with the
| best elements everywhere being ex-

pelled, could not satisfy. From the

time of its formation, the T.UEL.
(had been sharply oppesed to the
establishment of dual unions,
|tending to isolate the militants
|from the masses, even leaning
backwards to some extent in its op-
position to independent unions. But
in the iatter days of the Coalidze
period, because of the general de-
|cadence of the conservative unions
{and the new surge for organization
among the masses, it began to re-
alize that in many instances it
|would have to be necessary to or-

|ganize independent unions.

Towards the close of the Coolidge 4

as

|period, which affected the A. F. of |

L, 8. P, Musteites, etc. On the Policy of Independent

ence in a number of them, espe-
cially the national strike of the
packing-house workers, coal miners
and railroad shopmen; as well as

the Chicago Building Trades and
the various New York needle trades ration and capitalist rationaliza-

strikes. Meanwhile the T.UEL. yion and coustantly warned of the

rapidly dev d S
Gadly IETVOnel s wetlvities |, o b e aveirial arash which

within the A. F. of L. and Railroad | 5
Brotherhoods, ing 1nto vlolenhmm“y tame in 1929. They resolutely

_ lcombatted every phase of the class

:?‘ul::;:' “;'Lh ;:lh © rl“:;zmrys oﬂl_ mlhhor-' 'uon movement and all its
upon three major policies: amalga- 1renu:mum.ry supporters from .Cu'ver
mation, the Labor Party, and rec- | And Willism Green to Norman
ognition of the Soviet Union. Bo(mm“ and Muste; they spnred 2o
successful was its campaign sround |¢7TPrt8 1o educate and mobilize the
these issues that direct endorse- .workers for a policy of class strug-
{ments of them were sectred !m]gle, They were the only wotking
t Jeast half of the organized work- Class organisations that made any
in the U. 8. The top union off- fight whatever against the employ-
cialdom, however, by tieir iron-clad |6 abd the government. In the

contrary, as Marxist-Leninist bndies
they were the only organizations in
the couhtry to understand and
combat *these illusions. They ex-
posed the fallacies of class collabo-

|EL. gave a real demonstration of
preventing emalgamation, the |

blishment of a mass lLabor.their truly revolutionary character.
y, or official A. F. of L. endorse- = g‘glﬁl’!he Soolidge period, the
ent of Russian recognition. -U. orces took an acjive part
At this period the T.UEL. in organizing the relatively few
on - an Rotive mp:‘::‘tnﬂkes that occurred. In the needie |
inst the widespread corrupuon‘;:d‘d:;' m:rmT'UfiLi'z &"‘;f °‘$°;k""

the uniops; for trade union 2SS e v oW (10
cy: f6x defonse of the Commm. | fur workers (1936), and 35,000 cloak
leaders arrested in Bridgeman: |MAkers (1926). etc. In the textile|
or the release of Mooney and Bil- [industry it led the big »irike of
. 15,000 Passaic workers (1926), and |
; Tor the relief of the Ruashn‘ : 0 3 1 did o
it '““'"l"' e w"‘:’ Vigot ?’emtcol:edd dm t::m;;;;e st,:likeN o |
m“,’; Rhe TUEL. based e onar? (47,000 textile workers. It also led |
oampaigns upon & united tront with |he historically important Gastonia |
progressive elements around strike early in 1920, In the Inining !
grams of lmmediate demands, ::’::"’"3 :ﬁym he T’y lpll...n;.bol
; “ espec strong, 3 a
The ":m"‘ the Ooolidge “g00d \ory porive role in the life and|
times. ch including the few| aogi) struggies of the UMW.A.|
Hoover, lasted without | pridapy
|during this period. In the great
& break from the middie of 1928 |, vioru) wrive of 1927-1928 more |
untfl the October crash in 1929, mi“"‘" 100,000 coal miners were rep-
one of difficult. struggle for the . ionieq ‘st the T.UEL. “Ssve the
TOUEL It was a period of little bn* Conference in Pittsburgh on |
milttancy among 1st, 1928, to extend and

. | Whale.
dmmmumdma::bmw-}mm:mm“ gily e |
great | itions that was tak
Militancy was the huge Up- |y, tne! industries invoived
swing of American imperialism dur- | ‘ 5
this period and the oceans of |

P on the unions, were successful |Coolidge period the C.P. and T.U.|

| dustries.

strengthen the strike. | the

Unions

At this juncture, in March 1928,
A. Lozovsky, general secretary of
| the RILU, pointed out the growing
| reactionary spirit of the A. F. of L.
{and the expanding basis for mili-
tant independent unions in
United States. After some hesita-
tion in the matter, the TUEL

agreed with Comrade Lozovsky's |

‘analysis and began to lay more
! emphasis upon organizing the un-
| organized directly into independent
[umons. . &

| By the middle of 1928 the TUEL
| began deflnitely to reorientate it-
|self to the building of independent
revoiutionary  industrial unions.
The first steps to this effect took
place in the then three main
fighting zones of the TUEL; namely,
textiles, mining and the needle in-
In each case however, the
TUEL had been somewhat slow in

taking action, the best time to |

launch the new organizations,
namely in the heat of the struggle,
had passed and the tide of battle
was temporarily on the wane. In
Beptember, 1928, in Pittsburgh was
launched the National Miners’
Union. This was soon followed in
New York by the foundsation of
the Needle Trades Workers Indus-

trial Union in January, 1929, and |

the National Textile Workers Union
in October 1928, G

The new tendency toward in-
dependent  Industrial unionism
tame to full expression at the
Pourth TUEL national convention,
which was held in Cleveland, be-
ginning August 31, 1928. At this
¢onference the TUEL definitely
shifted its main emphasis from
work inside the old trade unions to
building of independent revolu-
industrial uniohs. Thence-

the |

|
1
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| several new industdal unions were
formed. Among these, the prin-
cipal unions were the Agricultural
| Workers Industrial League, Marine
Workers Industrial Union, Steel &
Metal Workers Industrial Union
and unions of Auto Workers, Food
Workers, Shoe Workers, Lumber
Workers, Tobacco Workers, and
Furniture Workers, etc,

Independent Policy His-
torically Correct

. Unquestionably this basic change
of policy on the part of the TUUL
| was fundamentally correct. It was
made necessary, as I have stated,
by the decadent, class co'labora-
tionist, gangster controlled condi-
|tion of the unions, the wholesale
| expulsion of militants and by the
pressure of discontented masses
| for trade union organization. It
{ must be noted, however, that during
|the few years following, there was
a considerable tendency to aban-
don work in the old trade unions,
in spite of the warnings of the 4th
| National Conference that this
should not be done. Such a ten-
dency, of course, could only work
out to the advantage of the reac-
, llonaries by weakening the oppo-
sitfon to them in the existing
unions.

| When the 1930 industrial crash
| came, carrying down_in a smash all
the prosperity illusions that the
capitalists, A. F. of L. officials and
| Socialist leaders had been so dil-
|ligently propagating among the
| workers, the trade unions were in

[such a devitalized and weakened |

condition that they could make
little resistance to the wholesale
lay-offs and general worsening of
conditions which set in almost im-
mediately. The A. F. of L. leaders
| promptly fell in step with the
| Hoover government, in its cold-
strategy to reduce the
| stanBlards of living of the work-
| ers. They entered wholeheartedly
into the Hoover national “no wage
{ advanoe” conference esrly in the
| crifis, a conference which was only
|a subterfuge behind which the em-
| ployers slashed the wages first of
| the unorganized, and later of the
|organized workers. The A. F. of L.
| leaders also Joined hands with
| Hoover in a militant fight against
{unemployment insurance and any
| substantial form of unemployment

| relief. They proved themselves will-
ing tools of the bosses’ ptarvation
| program.

During the years of deepest
| crisis, up till Roosevelt’'s New Deal
|come into operation in 1833, the
| weakened trade unions conducted
| few important strikes. Betraved
|by their leaders, they took blow
|after blow without seriouis resist-
|ance. But true to their revolu-
| tionary principles, the TUUL unions

{deveioped a policy of militant
struggle against the sharpening
emplovers’ offensive. They cons

ducted the most significant strikes
of this period and were undoubt-
edly the spear-head of such resist-

against their 'wages, hours,
working and living conditions,

Led Important 1931 Coal

Bastern Ohlo, under the leader-
ship of the Minezs Union.
This was the

e —————————————————————————————
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ical leadership of the Communist
Party, the TUUL played a great
part. in developing such a mass
demand of the workers for unem-
ployment insurance that both the
Roosevelt government and the
equally reactionary A. F. of L. have

{{had to zive at least a lip endorse-
, | ment for this insurance.

Throughout the period from 1929
to the beginning of the New Deal in
133, .the TUUL unions gradually
built up their forces, with many ad-

‘| vances and set-backs in individual

cases. By the time of the introduc-
tion of the New Deal, the TUUL
unions, still relatively loosely organ-

| | ized, numbered 40,000 members.

The role of the TUUL since 1933,
which coincides with the’ Rooseveit
“New Deal” are too well known to
require any detailed statement on
my part. The activity of the TUUL

| | throughout the period preceding 1933

had a great influence on the
struggles that developed sub-
sequently. In fact, the year 1933 be-

i | gan with the important strike of the

Detroit auto workers led by the Auto
Workers Industrial Union in which
some 20000 workers participated. On
April 1st of the same year 16,000
miners led by the National Miners
Union struck. Most important is the
fact that in both the case of the
auto workers and miners the workers
were able to galn substantial aonces-
sions. This marked a furning point
in the struggles of the workers since
the beginning of the crisis. Work-
ers in numerous industries and
plants, among them the textile
workers in the first place, began to
place demands upon their employers.
Clearly the workers were on the
march. The capitalist class, sensing
the sentiment of the workers tried to
arrest the strike movement through
small wage increases. But this only
whetted the appetite of the workers
| to regain some of the positions they
| had lost during the first crisis years.

conducted by a revolutionary union
in the United States. It was soon
followed, in January, 1932, by the
strike of 8,000 Kentucky miners
under NMU leadership. Both of
these strikes were “lost” but they
nevertheless exerted a great effect
on raising the morale of the miners
and putting a halt to the sweeping
wage cuts.. The NMU and TUUL
miners’ opposition also played a
considerable role in the several
“outlaw” strikes among the miners
in the Anthracite and Illinois. The
National Textile Workers Union
conducted & whole series of strikes
in 1931-32, In Lawrence, Paterson
and throughout Rhode Island, in-
volving approximately 50,000 work-
ers. and most of which were par-
tially  successful The Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union
also led many strikes, among which
the following are some of the more
important:—in New York,

2,000 Purriers; Feb 1831; 3,000
Dressmakers; July 1831, 4,000 Fur-
riers; Feb. 1932, 8.000 Dressmakers;
July 1932, 7,000 Furriers. Besides
these there were at least 30,000 in
shop strikes in New York and a
number of strikes in other places
These Needle Trades strikes, all of
which were conducted in the face
of unparalleled palice terrorism
and A. F. of L. gangsterism, ex-
erted a powerful effect in check-
ing the downward trend of work-
ing conditions in the Needle in-
 dustry, which was being aided by
| the treacherous policy of the A. F.
of L. leaders.

t In the Automobile industry, the
Auto Workers Union also con-
ducted several important strikes
including Flint, 1931, and a whole
group of strikes in Detroit early in
11933, which tied up such plants as
Motors Products Co., Briggs Body
Co.,, Hudson Motors Company, etc.;
the latter strike. by cutting off the
,supply of auto bodies. brought the
great Ford plants to a cemplete
stand-still for several days, the
| first time in their history that they
(had been stopped by the action of
| the workers.

? The Agricultural Workers Indus-
|trial League likewise led several
very important strike struggles in
{the early years of the crisis, prin-
|cipally of Mexican, Filipino and
Japanese workers in California and
! Colorado. In general, these strikes
involved together about 75,000
workers and were the largest, best
conducted and most successful
| agricultural strikes in the history
of the United States, and all were
carried on under conditions of ex-
| treme terrorism. Besides these

|
| atri i
strikes, a number of other import- | fob1 & & f lyowr cholce™ 1

ant TUUL struggles were con-
ducted by the Food. S8hoe, Tobacco,
Marine, and Steel Workers.

These TUUL strikes of this pe-
|riod were highly significant in that
| they were the advance signal of
]the growing | radicalization of the
{ workers and of the tremendous up-
{heaval of the working class which
lhns been manifest since the latter
,p.n of 1833. In these struggles,
{the TUUL proved itself indeed the
| best fighting section of the trade
unien mavement.

Played Role in Organizing
Jobless
| Besides all of these strikes, the

, TUUL together with the Communist
Party and thé Unemployed Councils

carried cn a miitant struggle for |snd flle thels srn ok k|
unemployment insurance and n-‘N.R.A.. that led w important |
lief. Its organizations liWMh“ Bistory, such
m'mmmnm;mhm { R e—
;muﬂummhm-md“ and the
|dreds of State and local hunger |textile The s used
| marches and unempioyed demons- by the in ‘struggles
/trations. Under the general polit- [showed the influence of the

Feb.
1929, 10,000 Dressmakers, Jan. 1929, |

Reformists Put Over NRA
On Workers

It was this growing sentiment for

struggle that brought forth the Na- |

tional Industrial Recovery Act as an
attempt to stop the struggles of the
workers. The “New Deal’ came to
the workers with promises for higher
wages, reduced hours, and the right
to organize—the very things for
which the workers were girding for
the fight. Though AF.L. bureauc-
racy, the Socialist Party leadership,
all types of reformists (among them
the renegade’ Lovestone and Trots-
kyite groups), preached to the work-
ers reliance upon the N. R. A. It is
to the credit of the TUUL, as events
soon proved, that it from the very

beginning exposed the N. R, A. as an |

instrument of the further enslave-
ment of the masses and developed a
sharp struggle against it.

The Roosevelt government with
the assistance of the A. P. of L.
'bureaucracy, was able for a time to
postpone major strike struggles.
Then the workers, growing impa-
tient with promises. but still under
the illusion that the “New Deal"
will help them, began to strike for
the ‘“enforcement of the ‘New
Deal."” The A. F. of L. bureaucracy
tried to prevent these strikes, and
where this was impossible, to dis-
rupt them and end them quickly
through arbitration. But despite
this the workers, especially the min-
ers, needle workers, some sections
of the textile industry, etc., espe-
cially in those industries where the
T.U.U.L. unions were a factor and
where the left wing forces generally
were {nfluential, succeeded in mak-
|ing some substantial gains.

these struggles went a forward

|stride in the workers joining the|

unions. From the beginning. where
the mass of the workers, for one
|reason or another, chose the A. F.
of L. union, the T.UUL. directed
|its members to become part of the
'A. F. of L. organizations. Thus al-
ready in the July (1933) miners’
strike, the National Miners Union |
|membership joined the UMW.A.
and the whole of the T.U.UL. sup- |

ported the right for the recogmition
of the UMW .A.

Mass Disillusion With
N.R.A. Grows

| More and more the
|learned that the NR.A. was used
against them. Especially was this
true of the basic industries of steel,
fnuzo. textile, etc. At the same time
the workers learned that the “right

{a fraud. On the one hand the bpsses |
{with the aid of the N.R.A. forced

the masses of the workers, by the

millions, into company unions. At
|the same time the most
bloody attacks were made against
|the workers who joined the T.U.U.L.
{unfons (Ambridge strike, New
{Mexico, Utah, etc.), The strikes that

Iployers, but also against the strike-
|breaking of the NRA. and its
numerous
[A. P. of L. leaders worked feverishly
to prevent the growing strike move-

ment, the rank and flle which by

now included new sections of the

workers that joined the union, went |

ahead and organized their strug-

Events Which Prepared Ground fof

New Perspective

of Revolutionary

Inionists Are Surveyed

workers of |

;

he most serious
blows of the capitalists who would
use the whole situation to attack
the workers and their trade unions.
Today even Green is compelled to

tablishment of a genuine Ledor
Party, based on the trade unions.
In the National elections of 1004~
28-32 it endorsed the National can-
didates of the Communist Party.
The T.U.UL. has carried on its
activities in the face of sharp perse-
cution from the capitalist governe
ment. Its militants have been
clubbed, arrested, shot down, and
otherwise terrorized. It has left ita
trall of martyred dead in a score
of hard fought battles, but through

talk about the Roasevelt auto code

full support of theé Roosevelt (mr-?
ernment, are developing their at-
tack on the labor movement on all
fronts. Today even Gorman is com-
pelled to state that "perhaps I made |
a mistake in calling off the textile
strike.” But the workers must not |
trust these belated “confessions.”|

it all, the TUUL. militants have

{renewal as ‘“fascism.” Today it is|shown themselves to be infused with
cléar that the capitalists, with the |lrue revolutionary fighting spirit and

courage.

Task of Unions to Fight
War and Fascism

In its fight to secure for the worke
ers the best possible conditions un-

They are made withi the purpose of | der capitalism, the TUUL. has
winning back the waning confldence never lost sight of its revolutionary

workers once more. Por even Green, ) :
while sepaking about “fascism,” also ! 15 years of struggle, it has Gfﬂf“d
in the same breath tells the workers on never-ceasing propaganda for

The workers' hope Hes only in the |, .. .. 0 1. building of Socialism.
organized and militant struggle of | 5. of the principal phases of the
the trade unions against the attack ogucation of the masses has been
!or the employers, against the com- |y, hring home to them the lessons
pany unions, for better conditions, | ¢ the great Russian Revolution and
{for the rights of the workers. | to develop amongst them a growing
= 1 determination to defend the Soviet
Mass Sentiment for Unity | Union from all capitalist attacks.

|

Tniens [ In its long and complicated
i struggle the T.U'UL. has, of course,
i ! made some mistakes. But its main
! Because of the danger that

| 1 s been sound
'threatens the whole labor move-f.’::; ?ismre‘le\m:n‘a]:ywlnwﬂty -
'ment, all labor must: unite to nlht:QLmt.tonsble. The general effect of
back. The T.U.UL, which has al-|its work has been to enormously
|ways fought for the unity of the| BEERETIEE B oK A
trade unions, now finds a ready Te- ' ;. y. yreelt feared and hated by
sponse u; !r;ls mh;m,?“fx‘i‘ every capitalist and reactionary 111.\‘
rank an e In e ‘) bor leader in the country. L]
unions. That is why trade unlon gy, l:u written its name in-
unity can today actuaily be realized. | orpqicably upon the pages of Amer-
|But that it will be rellllzed gnlybzv jcan labor history.
;ercoming the obstacles and sabo- | :
'”'.);ze placed in our path by the top unsecmmber? Z"Lﬁf“?%'u?m
leadership in the A. F. of L. I8 . 5 g "o o rade union organi-
proven by experience in the recent| ... o ", preceded it, for a period
efforts to establish trade unlon .ooog oo pe™ i conventton wil
unity. In this spirit and with this undoubtedly mark the end of the
'understanding, the T.U.UL. has al- {1y rypy “n oe 014 form. Tt s
ready carried through In many in- | . o .o o therefore, that a new com-
dustries, and continues to Aght for.| piee or independent unions be
the unity of the trade unions. created. should seleet natiomal offi-
Summary cers out of the unions that will be
tb |directly affiliated to ®. As for my-
In iis fifieen years of life. the| oojr 17gha)l devote my chief atten-

|

among the masses and to trap the|goal  Through the course of it -

that “Roosevelt 1s our only hope.” !the abolition of the capitalist sys- -

TUEL. and the TUUL. has car-
ried on a relentless st
the capitalist system an its de-
fenders: and for the maximum

le against |

tion immediately to the work within
the A. P. of L. and Rallroad unions.
Of course, I will never sever my
connections with the militant work-

|amelioration of the workers’ condi- | opo o ognized in the former T.U.U.L.
tions, It hes shown itsell worthy | ., ‘other existing indapendent
of the very best traditions of the | .;yog in their fight against the
American labor movement. It is the |

| employers’ offensive, for militant
|inheritor of the fighting spirit of ynionjem  for trade amion unity,
the Haymarket martyrs, the ARU.

for & mighty powerful unitad trade
militants, of the Knights of Labor

) union movement in the United
battlers, of the LW.W. in its revo:lu- | States.

he fight- |
tionary days, and of all the u:\unl The revolutionary trade union,

ing militants that the! trade movement. the militants ofganized

movement has produced—with the |, o, = 0", (T 0o 'rad:‘un?;m =
t addition that it is ani-| - J &

i the independent

i 11 as those in
mated with a clear Leninisi under- | *° .
standing of the revolutionary path »'mm:‘t-ﬂ:"" 2 mt;ﬂ?:l:o:lu: 1m.
along -which the workers mlm}'AW' o m‘mhin o aco"
itnvel to emancipation, : !tmhh' e It B wllmv
| Under the general guidance of the | 4aq)¢ n!th: n the N been ""4_
RILU., the T.U.UL. has carried proposals, ‘b‘l "lm‘”':“’m'

tee
on a militant fight for better wages. | .4)in,

With |

workers |

vicious |

developed became more militant m,

arbitration boards. As the |

shorter hours and improved work-
ing conditions. Jt has struggled
against the speed-up system and all
the class collaborationists, and of
the attempts of the labor leaders
to cut wages and weaken the unions
and help the bosses further exploit
the workers. It has carried on a
militant battle for the prganization
of the unorganized, for amalgama-
tion of the craft unions into indus-
trial organizations; for abolition of
Compeany Urions: for frade union
democracy and rank and flle con-
trol of strikes, and the development
of a scientific strike strategy. It
has pursued a relentlass struggle
| against gangster and grafter ocontrol
of the unions.

The T.U.UL. from ii¢ inception
has always been an ardent fighter
for the unity of the working class,
'and has fought for the united front
{of all unions and othér working
class organizations. It Ras aggres-
sively resisted every attempt of the
'bosses and labor fakers to play off
Americans against forpign born
workers, white against Negro work-
ers, men against women workers, or
adults against young wotkers. The
| T.UUL. can truly claim that to-
| gether with the rest of the militant
and revolutionary labor miovement it
has carried on and developed among
the masses, the struggle for the
needs and rights of the Negro toil-
ers, for equality.

the white chauvinist position of
Gompers, Green & Co, It has de-
{ manded and struggled for the equal
rights of all these groups of work-
ers In the unions and in the in-
ustry.

o

T.U.U.L. Defended The
Interests of Workers

The T.U.UL. has also been stur-
(dily international in chasacter, los-
{ing no oceasion te clasp hands in
solidarity with the oppresed work-
ers in all other capitalist; countries,
as well as in the victoripus Soviet

calizing the workers’ struggles,
connecting scatiered eco-

In this, like on |
all class issues that it raised, it had |
to conduct a sharp struggle against |

| The capitalist class with thetr
svstem bankrupt in their hands, are
|trying to further holster it up and
rob the workers, by intensifying ex-
ploitation in every direction. They
are cutting wages, reducing prices,
|slashing unemployment relief, and
| reducing workers’ standards of Nv-
ing with every device that the most
|expert oapitalist brain can devise:
and the Roosevelt government with
| all its hypocritical pretense of help-
ing the “forgotten man” 1§ the great
Instrument by which the capitalist
class are carrying through their pro-
gram of degredation and further
enslavement of the working class.
In pursuance of these general
aims the capitalists are heading
straight for fascism and war. In-
numerable developments  point to
this end. This is 'the meaning of
the fascist trend of the New Deal
| policies of the Hearst. Long Coughe
lin, McFadden, Sindlair movements,
as well as the sinister activities of
the American Legion, American
| Becurity League, vigilante and ot~ ¢
| such organizations, as wall the
big military budget. and the hreak-
(Ing off of trade negotiations with
the USSR. Their aim is to smash
| the Communist Party, bredk up the

trade unfons and demolish every
weapon that the working | class
possesses,

But the workers will ngt submit
to such degradation and enslave=
ment. They are rapidly becoming
| revoiutionized, as the many strikes
|and other militant manifestations
|of the past three vears amply dem-
| onstrate. The Green, Wall Lewis
leadership of the trade unjons, the
Soclelist Party leadership, the rene-
gades, will not organize the masses
for struggle in defénse of their live
| ing standards and for emancipation.
This ix the task of the militant
trade. unionists *~ Communists and
non-Communistg — to mohilize the
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