Steel Workers Eager for Unionization; 1
W. Z Foster Urges Drive Be Intenslhed

By Louis ¥F. Budenz

SBteel workers are more eager for
unionization today than ever hefore
in the history of the industry, Wil-
liam Z. Foster stated yesterday In a
special interview with the Dally
Worker.

An intensification of the present
organization drive in the steel re-
gions can lead to a greal mass en-
rollment in the unlon within the
next few weeks, he declared with
the vigor which made his leadership
of the 18919 steel drive a red letter|
event in the annals of American|
labor.

The leader of the 1010 steel cam-
paign and present national chair-
man of the Communist Party hu
fust returned from a brief irip to
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Chicago, scene of the great fight
for steel unionization which he be-
gan nearly 20 years ago, There he
| met many steel workers and got
{an up- -to-the-moment insight into
| the present campaign, On the trip
back to New York., he stopped off
at Pittsburgh for a day or two, to
look further into the steel situa-
tion,
THEY WANT THE UNION

“How did the present scene com-
pq,ra with 19107" Foster, was asked.
"Did ¢ remind you of thk old fight?

What are your outstanding Iim-
pressions?"’

He got to the heart of the mat-
ter immediately.

"My outstanding impression” he
daclared, emphatically, “is of
strong urge for organization among
the mass of the workers, They give
slgns of this deep desire for union-
ization on every slde. To every
meeting and demonstration which
has been “th]m they hn‘r;:1 n;r-
Spﬂﬂdﬂ an mﬁﬂh’ a n
large numbers. The sfeel mills are

{

the |

I
seeth!ng with sentiment for organi-
zation.” !

“The prestige of the Committee |
for-titiustrial Organization and of
the Steel Workers Organizing Com-
mittee,”” he added, “is high among
the workers, It seems to grow from
day to day."

“This spirit of unionization is not |
shown by the steel workers alone,”

he continued. “Workers in all
kinds of other industries in the
steel regions are stimulated by the
organization campaign., They want

the union. Never in my experience
have I seen such a ripeness for or-
ganization.”

“The company unions have been
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showing some aggressiveness lately,
A¢tording to the press and the or-
' gans of Big Business" the inter-
viewer said. “What of them? What
fole are the compeny unions really
playing?"

“These institutions were launched
by the Steel Trust to stop the 1019
drive,” he replied. “They did not
stop it. Nor will the company
unions, in my opinion, be a success-
ful instrument for stopping the
present campaign. As to the present

 mctivities of company union repre-
sentatives: The steel workers are
seizing upan such frail contacts as
the company unions afford for
résistance against the steel com-
es, These institutions, formed
the specific purpose of com-
batting real unionism, are turning
out to be instruments for the ad-
vancement of trade unionism,
- “Judge Gary was right,” Foster
smilingly continued, “when he
gtated after the 1919 strike that
‘company unions are no real pro-
tection agalnst the organization of
trade unions.' The then executive
of the Steel Trust had learned that
much,
MUST SPEED DRIVE

“Of course, revolt of the work-
ers through the company unions
will not of itself automatically
bring about the bullding of the
union. The secret of using the
company unions for the bullding of
the Amalgamated Association of
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers lles
in the trade unlon organlzing forces
raising their own organized de-
mands in the name of the union
and in carrying through a militant
recruiting campaign. In that way,
the union can maintain the initia-
tive in the industry, Thereby, also,
all concessions which are made
must redound to the credit of the
union,

“The only danger that can arise,
in my opinion, from the activities
within the company unions could
come from slowness in the organi-
gation campaign. That would tend
to weaken the prestigz of the unions
and to create illusions that the
company unions are sufficlent,

“With a militant campaign of or-
ganization,” he declared, with em-
phasis, “the trade union forces can
win the overwhelming section of the
company unions te real unionism.”

MEN ARE READY

“Big Business organs have been
frying to make out lately that the
company union demands for higher
wages and the like arose indepen-

ently of the C. I. O, campalgn. Is

correct? Are the company
unions cooperating with the C, I.
o.?ll

“As the leaders of the steel drive
- have stated in the press, the organ-
izing fakces are definitely encour-
aging the company unions to make
their demands,” was his reply. “The
militancy of the company unions in
this respect is directly connected
with the steel union drive and its
continuance depends directly on the
intensification of the drive in the
steel industry.”

“What is the immediate need in
regard to the campalgn?’ was the
next question. “What, in your
opinion, is now to be done?”

‘In my judgment, the whole stage
in the steel industry is now set for
a big intensification of the organiza-
tion drive” he declared. “The men

ready. The organizers are in
1 field, conditions are ripe. In
“ne next few weeks—with greater
intensification all along the line—we
should see great numbers enrolled
in the union. The present gradual
growth of the union in the various
districts can and would be trans-

formed into a tremendous mass
drive.”

FOR ROOSEVELT
“Roosevelt's address at Forbes

Field in Pittsburgh and the other
speeches scheduled for old party

candidates in that reglon show that
the capitalist parties are concerned
about the steel workers' vote,” was
the next subject referred to. “What
is the sentiment of the steel work-
ers on the election? Who will they
vote for?”

“From Wwhat I have seen and
heard,” Foster said, “the steel work-
ers are almost unanimously for
Roosevelt. In fact, many of them
have too much confidence in Roose-
velt. There are some even who
think that the success of the present
organizing drive depends on whether
or not Roosevelt is elected. In my
judgment, this is a baslc mistake.
The whole experience in the steel
Industry goes to show that if the
workers are to be organized, they
must rely upon themselves, and not
upon any capitalist politicians.”

BETTER SITUATION THAN 18

“Considering all the tactors in the
sltuation—if the drive is speed up,
as it can be—it is clear that by the
time that the election takes place,
the steel campaign should be far
enough advanced to have a sufi-
clenily large body of union men so
that it can be carried on safely to
success even should Landon be
elected."

Foster was most serious on this
point. “It would be the height of
folly to make the campaign de-
pe;nde-nt on the election of Roose-
velt.”

As the interview concluded, Foster
referred again to the impressions
with which the interview had
opened: *, , . Never have I seen the
E&-&El workers so eager for unioniza-

0 -!l

In the steel regions in 1038
greater possibilities than even in
1918 confront the American trade
union movement for the organiza-
tion of huge masses of workers, not
only in steel but varlous other mass
production industries.

Protests Grow

On CIO Issue
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ers Unlon stated emphatically:
“This suspension by the executive
council is a blow to the unity of
American organized labor and will
bring harm to the masses of wage
earners everywhere,"

Armstrong Counell Central Labor
Union of Kitlanning, Pa, was out-
spokenly in favor of the C.1.0, with
a resolution:

“The hope of this body is the
continuance of the C©JI.O. until
every unorganized worker in Amer-
ica becomes a member of a unlon.”

Among others which took a simi-
lar position are:

Hamilton, Ontario, Trades and
Labor Couneil,

Ban Francisco Local of the United
Assoclation of Plumbers and Steam
Fitters,

OTHER UNIONS ACT

Los Angeles Loeal 15 of the Up-
holsterers’ International Union,

Stanislau County Central Labor
Council, at Modesto, Cal.

New York Leals 2168, 787, 200 and
1164 of the United Brotherhood of
Carpenters and Jolners.

Worcester, Mass., Central Lubnr'

Union.

Loa Angeles Local
Pharmacists Unlon.

Orgeon City, Ore., Local 68, Green
Bay, Wis.,, Loeal 86 and New York
Local 107 of the International
Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite and
Paper Mill Workers,

840 of the

West Concord, N. H, Branch 82 |

of the Quarry Workers Interna-
tional Union.

Salt Lake City, Utah, Local 377
and Cumberland, Md., Local 314 of
the Journeymen Barbers Interna-
tional Unlon.

Menominee, Mich,, Federal Labor
Union No. 18501 of the A. F. of L.
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