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l The pamphlet puts its finger upon |
|

the major causes of the present
critical plight of the railroad indus-
|try and the rallroad workers; name-
'ly, monopoly control and over-capi-
| tallzation. With a wealth of docu-
mentation, it shows that the rali-
roads are enormously overcapitalized
|and that 80 per®cent of the Cla!‘ L
’rallroad mlleage i8 controled by the
IMorgan and Kuhn-Loeb groups of
| bankers.

| Bankers

| Brought Crisis

These great bankers, who have

‘|rlgged up thelr top-heavy capital

structure and mnoopoly control by
!Iong years of stock watering and

‘fot.her crooked financial manipula-
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| tlons, have only one objective in
mind In operating the rallroads—
to squeeze out mcre and more bil-
llons of dividends and bond jnter-
est on thelr over-swollen securitles.
To this end {hey have spueded up
the body of working rallroaders, lald

off a milllon others, allowed the
rallroad service to detcrlorate, and
kept freight and passenger rates
screwed up to prohibitive levels.
The general result ls the present
rallroad crisis. Contributing factors
also to this crisls have been the
decline in traffic generally due to
the business depression and the
competition of buses, trucks, pipe-
lines, etc.; but the maln causes are
as Indicated.

The new pamphlet, pulllng no
ipunches. shows tha rea! remedy for
the rallroad crisls is government
ownership, and its presents a prac-
| tical plan both for taking over and
sy 1]
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In preparing Rallroads in Crisls: A Program for
Government |
Ownership, the Labor Research Assoclation has done
a splendld plece of work. The document presents at
once a masterful analysis of the causes of the crisis
in the rallroads and a practical solution of the prgb-
lem. It is a Dooklet that the general public and especl-
ally every student of the rallroad qucstion, as well as
the workers in the industry, should place among “im-
mediate must” reading, More than that,
serve as the basls for a rallroad leglslatlve program
by trade unions,

Rehabllitation and

it can well

farmers' organizations and other

7. FosTEn Broups under pressurc of the rallroad explolters.

operating the rallroads. It also of-
fers an Immediate program for re-
habliitating the roads and for fur-
nlshing employment to the huge

ke

J. A. Oliver, railroad engineman,
estimates that he has traveled 2,000.-

000,000 milcs around Atlanta, Ga. |

For 50 years he has run a switch
train cngine in the yards of the
Southern Railway, averaging 100

| miles a day.
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an hour.
5000 horsepower and ls sald to be
[ B R R
number ot
Jobless. These immediate measures
consist of three general phases,
namely, improvement of the physi-
cal properties (englnes, cars, sta-

ellmination of grade crossings, and
ralsing of the purchasing power of
the rallroad workers. This same re-
employment and rehabllita tion pro-
gram it i8 proposed to finance by
loans from the federali and state
governments and by assessments
upon the raflroad companies. The
whole development, under close con-
trol of the government, would con-
stitute a long step towards the na-
tionalization of the roads.

Pamphlet for
All Workers

It is high time that the Roosevelt
government and the trade union
movement work out a practical rait-
road program. This pamphlet pro-
vides a real basis for it. The rall-
road legislation now pending In
Congress, which the conservative
rallroad union leaders are actively
supporting and the New Dealers are
letting slip along, is made up of the
proposals of the ralilroad companies
and is distinctly in their Interest.

{ Thus it 18 obvious that the main
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tlons, tracks, etc) of the rallroads,

TAKING THE RAILROAD MOGULS

Old-Time Railroader Hails New
Pamphlet Which Gives Cause and
Cure for Crisis in the Industry
WILLIAM 7.

Communis, Party USA,

rallroad workers no‘v'
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twlce as emclent as the conventional
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trnnaportatlon bill, which has passed
both Houses and Is now in the
hands of a conference committee,
and the zenter of which I8 an at-
tempt of the rallroads to strangle
competing truck, bus, and water
lines, is a rallroad company propo-
sition which, if finally written into
law, cannot possibly benefit the
rallroad workers, the small shippers,
or the public at large. The same
thing is true of the pending bils
to give the rallroads a free hand
in frelight and passenger rate-mak-
Ing and in bringing about raliroari
consolidatlon at the expense of the
workers' jobs, as well as extendin:
the companies’ virtual subsidies in
the shape of low rate, unsecured
federal loans.

Apparently, as a result of the re-
jection of the recent demand of the
rallroad companies for heavy wagse
reductions for their workers, there
was some kind of a pargain arrived
at by the rallroad union leaders %o
give the tompanies leglslative con-
cessions in exchange, with the resuit
that we have the severai pending
rallroad measures in Congress,
which are all inspired by and in the
interests of the great railroad bank-
ers,

If such an agreemcnt was actually
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FOR A RIDE'

THIS NEW TYPE of streamlined electric locomotive, which uses a steam. turbine plant to generate elec-
tricity for its six driving motors, was demonstrated before railroad men in Erie, Pa., and attained 125 miles
Assertion was made that it could travel jrom coast to coast on a bathiub of toater.

It generates
locomotlve.

entered into it was certainly a very
short-sighted proposition, one whicn
in no sense conforms to the inter-
ests of the rallroad workers, of labor
in general, or of any other section
of the tolling population. The needi
for a real rallroad program is in-
tense, one which will really deal
I with the situation fundamentaliy
and will operate to the advantage
of the people, and not the parasitis
bankers. The new pamphlet, Rall
roads in Crisls, is the answer to
this need. 8Sooner or later labor an't
other forces interested in a sound
rallroad program will be compeTed
by forze of circumstance to begin
to work along the lines which this
valuable research lays down. The
pamphlet is the very best thing to
be had on the rafiroad cri¥is and
what to do about it, And let me
emphasize again the fact that it is
a pamphlet for all of us and not
Just. for rallroad workers and those
{mmediately flaected by the rafiroa1
crisis.

RAILROADS IN CRISIS: A Pro-
gram for Re-employment. Reliabili-
tation and Government Ownership,
by Labor Research Assuctiation. In-
terniational Publishers, 48 papes,
price 10 cents




