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Text of William Z. Foster's Report to the
National Commitiee of the Communist Party

Following is an abridged tert of
the report of William Z. Foster,
National Chairman of the Commil=
nist Party, delivered to the meet=
ing of the Communist Pariy Na=
tional Committee on June 28,

Comrades:
Our National Committee is indeed
meeting at a historic moment. After

23 years of plotting and scheming
the capitalist reactionaries, cap-
tained by Hitler, have finally
launched their armed attack against
the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany,
followed by its satellites, Italy, Fin-
land, Rumania and Hungary, and
with Japan standing in the offing,
waiting to join in if an opportunity
presents, Has dellvered an unpro-
voked assault upon the U, 8, 8. R.
in flagrant viclation of Its non-
aggression pact, .1t has thereby
given final proof of the banditry of
its imperialist rulers.

Without question this wanton ag-
gression upen the peaceful, neutral
U. 8 8 R. will be repelled and
smashed. This Is nct a rotten cap-
italist French or Polish government
that Hitler is now attacking; it is
the solidly united Soviet people. IL
is not a Laval or Blum that Hitler
now faces, but a Stalin and a great
Bolshevik Party. Nor will Hitler
have a fifth column to do his dirty
work behind the lines—in the big
purge of a few years ago of the
Trotzkyite-Bukharanite - Zinovievite
elements—the Soviet Government
nipped Hitler's fifth column in the
bud, Hitler, in declaring war against
the Soviet Unlon, has signed his
cwn death warrant, He and his
Nazi barbarlans are now marching
to their doom.
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Hitler's atfack upon the Boviet
Unilon changes the character of the
world war, and thereby makes neces-
sary changes in our Party's attitude
toward that war, Previcusly the war
hhad been a struggle between the
rival imperialist power groupings,
with wars also by them against
China and the various smaller na=-
tions, We correctly did not take
sidas. Our slogan was to "Get out
and stay out of the war,! We op-
posed both imperialist camps, while
at the same time we lent our sup-
port to the Chinese people and to
the invaded nations. But now with

Hitler's war against the BSoviet
Union, the whole situation Iis
basically altered. This signifles a

definite attempt of Hitler to fasten
fascism upon the world, It is not
only that the life of the first So-
cialist eountry is at stake—the de-
mocracy and national independence
¢l every people s jeopardized, not
the least that of the United Btales.
A defeat of the Soviet Union, the
greatest bulwark of world progress
and freedom, would mean a fascist
Eurcpe and an enormous strength-
ening of reaction throughout the
world. On the other hand, a vic-
tory of the Scoviet Union—and this
15 surely going to take place—would
mean & tremencdous upsurge and
strengthening of democracy in all
cougtries,

Our Party, therefore, throws lts
full support in defense cf the SBoviet
Union in its struggle against Hitler.
Our crucial task is to develop all
possible aid—moral, econcmie, mili-
tary—{for the Boviet Union, to in-
sure the annihilation ¢f Hitler and
hls Nazi barbarism, This means,
besides developing every direct
Amercican support, that we must also
help Great Britaln and those other
nations ihat are battling against
Hitler, Whcever fights Hitler helps
the U, B, B, R, helps to defend
American democracy, helps to guard
world freed:m and civilization,

Our Party's central demand 1is
that the United States Government
give all aid to the Soviet and British
peoples now fighting against Hitler.
We work for the formation of an
international front of the peoples
and governments of Great Britain,
the United States and the Soviet
Union—a mighty combination that
should adopt all measures necessary
to militarily destroy Hitler, to smash
the Nazi machine and to drive
fascism from the face of the globe,
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The great might of America must
be thrown against Hitler, The
Roosevelt Government should be
called upon by the pecple to make
good its promise of “all possible aid"
to the U, B. 8. R. The provisions
of the Lend-Lease law must be ex-
tended to the Boviet Unlon; ald to
Britain must be increased; help to
the Chinese people must be inten-
sified; the United States Goveris-
ment must adopt a resolute line
against the Hitler Mpyranny.

The Communist Party will sup-
port every measure of the United
States Government that is directed
Against Hitler and Hitlerism. At
the same time we will reserve our
Party's right of criticism, Certain-
ly we will not support American
capitalism’'s attempt to throw the
burden of the costs of the war upon
the toiling masses of our people, to
set up a military dictatorship in
this country, or to dominate Latin
America, On the contrary, we will
continue to oppose all such reac-
tionary policles.

While supporting the Roosevelt
Administration in all blows that it
may deliver against Hitler, we do
not forget the imperialist character
of the government nor its imperial-
Ist aims in this We do
forget tha: the reason the great
capitalist powers started this war
was to redivide the world amongst
themselves to the profit of the great
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monopolists, Nor do we forget that
they would gladly use the USSR
to pull their chestnuts out of the
fire for them if they could. There-
fore, we must be on guard against
all reactionary maneuvers and pol=
icies by our government in its fight
against Hitler, Only an aroused
and militant labor movement, back-
bone of A great People's Front, can
assure a determined anti-Hitler
policy by our eountry.
.

We must work to make our gove
ernment's policy a program of dem-
ocratic struggle against Hitler and
Hitlerism. The preservation and
improvement of the people’s living
standards and democracy in this
country are essential conditions for
a successful fight against Hitlerism
abroad. To this end our Party will
support resolutely the workers'
struggles for better wages, for the
right to strike, for the organization
of the unorganized, against exces-
sive taxation, against profiteering
monopolists, for the rights of the
Negro people, against the persecu-
tion of the Communist Party—in
short, our Party will fight to im-
prove the economle standards and
civil libertiess of the people, as
against-those ruthless capitalist in=-
terests who would establish their
own brand of Hitlerism in this
eountry. Our Party will also de=
mand the fullest economic political
and cultural rights and national
independence of the Latin American
peoples and against all attempts at
Yankee domination.

For a successful struggle against
Hitler abroad and against reaction
in this country, it is indispensable
that the trade unions come forward
and play to the full their role as
the protectors of the interests of
the great masses of the American

people, The trade unions have,
grown out of their swaddling
clothes. During the past few years

they have leaped up from a move-
ment of some 3,000,000 members,
mostly skilled workers in the lighter
industries, to a gigantic and rapid-
ly growing force of over 10,000,000
workers, entrenched In all the great
basie Industries. The trade unions,
especially the CIO have become the
backbone of American democracy.
They should now function militant-
ly as the leaders of the nation, as
the foundation of a great anti-fas-
cist People's Front, to include work-
ers, farmers, small middle class, Ne-
groes, youth, ebe, They can steer
the American people upon a pro-
gressive course In these perilous
days. History imperatively thrusts
this great task upon the wunions.
Unless organized labor now marches
militantly against Hitler the whole
chance for victory over fasclsm 1s
dangerously jeopardized. The fight
for & just and lasting peace will be
vastly weakened, Without the trade
unions becoming active, there can
be no safeguard against the sure
attempts of the Imperialists to sell
the USSR and other peoples down

the river and to organize a new
Munich at the expense of world
democracy.
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In the great problem of mobillza-
ing Lhe gigantic strength of the
American people for militant strug-

gle against Hitler the principal task
confronting us is to show the

masses how their most basic inter-
ests are at stake in this war, The
defense of Bociallsm and the first
Soclalist Republic is of stupendous

importance to the whole world, and
this fact must be made clear to
the American people; but our main
approach has to be to convinee
these masses that their own most
Immediate interests are directly
threatened,. We must teach them
that Hitler's attack upon the Soviet
Unlon imperils the llving standards
of the working class, the farmers,
the middle classes of the United
Btates; that it is a dire threat to
their hard-won liberties, and that
its success would present the even-
tuality of a desperate war against
Hitler in this hemisphere, The Hit-
ler war against the USSR is thus
both a bread and butter question

for the American people and a
menace to all their liberties. So
we must present it to them, not

merely, or chiefly, as a fight to de-
fend the first Soclalist country.
The way to defend America is by
helping the USSR smash Hitler,
The only path to world peace is
through the military destruction of
fasclsm,

The greatest danger the masses
confront in developing a great Peo-
ple’s Pront against fascism are the
appeasers of Hitler, the Municheers.
We know all too well the havoe
created in the past by these ele-
ments, whose basic assumption is
that the real danger is not Hitler,
but the Soviet Union., This is the
line of the most reactionary circles
of imperialism, the policy of the
notorious tory Chamberlain and So-
clal Democrat Blum, that built up
Hitler, that defeated Republican
Spain, that helps the Japanese im-
perialist enemy of the Chinese peo-
ple, and that prevented the forma-
tion of the great international peace
front proposed by the Soviet Union.
It is the policy responsible for the
present war and for the present
world threat of fascism. Today this
Appeasement tendency, Munichism,
is virulent and dangerous in our
country, and it appears in many
and devious forms,

-

the most decisive sec-
tions of the British and American

At present

capitalist classes favor some degree
of ald to the USSR agalnst Hitler,
This 18 reflected In the policies of
thea Churchill and Roosevelt Gov-
ernments, It may be added, how-
ever, that the the
masses is also a great factor in
bringing about these governments'
declarations that they will help the
Soviet Union, But we must under-
stand clearly that the many reac-

pressure of

tlonary capitalist politiclans and
newspapers who are now talking
about helping the USSR are not
real frlends of that country. For
years they have plotted and
schemed to destroy the first lancl

of Socialism, and if they are now
of a mind to work with it against
Hitler it is only because, after a 20
months' war in which they have
suffered one defeat after another a%
the hands of Hitler, they are eager
to get any help possible against
their dangerous capltalist rival,
German imperialism, We may De
sure too, that these same elements,
it they see an opportunity, will not
hesitate to betray the Soviet Union
into the bhands of the Hitlerite
enemy., Especially will they aim
to do this when the Red Army be-
gins to wear down Hitler's army
and starts marching on to victory.
The Munich tendency is strong
among such elements and we must
be vigilantly on our guard against
it. Iready many of these poepla
are cooling off in their former
eager demands for war against Ger-
many; others are saylng that ald
can be sent only to Great Britain,
and many want to rest on their
oars altogether and let the Red
Army do the fighting for them.

But the most conscious and out-
spoken Municheers and appeasers
are those whosoperate around the
America Pirst Commitliee, These,
the Hoovers, Lindberghs, Coughling,
Hearsts, Wheelers and Norman
Thomases, are the open spokesmen
of the most reaetionary sections of
the capitalist class, They are the
unblushing friends of Hitler, the
uncompromising enemies of the So-
viet Union. By denying aid to the
USSR and sabotaging ald to Great
Britain they strive to give the vie-
tory to Hitler., Their ultimate aim
is the same as Hitler's—a general
capitalist war against the USSR,
This group flies the flag of isola-
tionism and tries to prostitute to
Hitler's cause the peace sentiments
of the American masses,
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Munichism and the appeasement
of Hiller also finds support in So-
cial Demoecratic ranks, Not only
as in the case of Norman Thomas,
who consorts openly with the most
notorious fascists in this country,
but also, as in the case of such peo-
ple as Mr. Waldman, who, whila
pretending to favor giving aild to
the Soviet Union, at the same time

makes phony democratic demands
upon that country as a condition
for American aid, Waldman's line,
which is the same A5 that of the
political fossil, Kerensky, would
make all ajd to the USSR impos-

sible, and it helps the appeasers of
Hitler to poison the people’s mind
against the USSR.

All these open and concealed ap-
peasers of Hitler and Hitlerism
must be exposed and defeated., To
do this is the main task befors
everyone who would aid the USSR
and Great Britain In their fight
to destroy Hitler. The American
people must become convinced that
their most basic economic and poli=
tical interests can be conserved only
by a joint struggle with the Soviet

and British peoples against Nazl
fascism, Only to the extent that
the people understand this pro-
foundly correct fact can we defeat

the Municheers and really unite
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active

the masses for

agalnst Hitler,

At the same time, as we cease-
lessly point out the basic interest
of the war against Hitlerism to
the American people we must also
take up an active explanation of
the role and nature of the Soviet
Union, to help combat the
anti-Soviet slanders of the appeas-
ers and Municheers, We must show
the consistent and resolute fight of
the USSR for peace before the
outbreak of the war, demonstrate
the significance of the Soviet-Ger-
man non-aggression pact, explain
the Soviet's neutrality policy dur-
ing the war, and analyze the mean.
ing of the USSR's present fight in
defense of its national indepen-
dence and world freedom. We
must also explain to the workers

struggle
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the tremendoug Socialist achieve-
ments of the Soviet Unlon-—that
country's profound demoeratis

character and the improvements it
has brought about in the life of
its people, Here we have at our
hand a splendid instrument in the
Dean of Canterbury's book, "“The
Soviet Power,"” which should be cir-
culated in huge quantities to ecoun-
teract the lles of the anti-Soviet
elements. As never before the
American masses, seeing the Soviet
Union battling resolutely against
their arch-enemy, Hitler, are turn-
ing a sympathetic eve and ear to
that country., All of vou from the
fleld will testify that there is now
a huge and unprecedented mass
gentiment in the United States in
favor of an active collaboration bhe-
tween the American, British and
Soviet peoples against Hitler, It is
our great job to help organize as

speedily as possible these new
friends of the Soviet Union.

.
In the Manifesto "hat will be
presented to this meeting of the
National Committee of our Party

there is contained the necessary
slogans and program of action to
enable our Party to play its part
in organizing the American people
for struggle against Hitler fascism.
I shall not go into this program
in detail, The Manifesto must be

‘circulated in  millions of coples
among the workers, Here my job
{s rather to present the main po-
litical line of our Party in the pres-
ent new world sltuation. This line
will be further concretized and ap-
plied to our various flields of work
in the several sub-reports and in
the discussion which will follow my
report.

May I, however, make a few gen=
ernl observations? One thing our
Party must be especially econsclous
of i5 the need to translate its po-
litical line into life as speedily and
thoroughly as possible. If we are
to help build up a great Peoples
Front to mobilize the American na=
tion for milltant struggle against
Hitler, we must bring our Party
into action more quickly and thor-
oughly than ever before, Too often
in Party Plenums we have spent
our time hammering out the polit-
fcal line and have paid too llttle
attention to the practical ways of
putting this line into effect. Buch
a mistake we must not make this
time. HEI’EI we must follow the great
example of Lenin and Stalin., These
brilliant leaders not only analyzed
the situation confronting the peo-
ple at a given time and formulated
practical policies, but they were also
masters of the ability to organize
the Party to put its political de-
clsions Into effect,

Our discussion, therefore, should
bear in mind the practical tasks
that confront us, And let us re-
member that speed is of the es-
sence, Our Party must work rapid-
ly, as never before, Even as we
git here great battles are being
fought upon the western borders of
the USSR. Events will not walt for
us. We must act promptly and
declsively in putting our policy Into
effect,

Another matter T would like to
suggest to the Plenum. This is that
our reports and discussions turn
chiefly upon the new situation con-
fronting us, Our Party experiences
during the struggle of. the past
months are vital and important and
they should not be neglected, But
our main task here at this Plenum,
is to look carefully at the present
situation and to consider the radi-
cal changes it requires in our work
in the trade unions, the farmers'
organizations, the youth movement,
among the Negro people, during the
coming local election—and in every
fleld of Party work. Consequently
all our slogans and all our methods
of work must be re-examined here
at this Plenum in the light of the
present world situation, and we
must go out from this Plenum with
a program of action eclearly In
mind. Only if we do this can our
Party make the necessary political
turn and avold disastrous sectarian
errors of various kinds.

I am not now going to deal with
our Party's various campaigns, Other
comrades to follow will take care
of that task. I will mention one,
however, the fight to release Com-
rade Browder. All of us miss him
enormously at this historic Plenum.
And all of us also must admlit that
not enough has been done to secure
his release. Especially -has the cam-
palgn been sluggish in the trade
unions, We have seen the spectacle
that, while trade union movements
all over Latin America have been
militantly demanding the release of
Comrade Browder, very few of stich
organizations or their leaders have
spoken out for him In this eountry.
This 1s intolerable and it Indicates
serious inactivity by the militants
in the unions, We must realize now

that with the turn I!n the world
situation the masses will be in-
creasingly demanding the release

of Browder and that the issue must
be more systematieally ralsed in the

unions.
Just one more point before I
close. This is that we must not un-

derestimate the strength and mass
influence of our Party In the pres-
ent situation. Although our Party
iIs small and has been passing

through a period of considerahl®
pérsecution, it nevertheless has
broad mass contacts. The way the
capitalist press has grabbed for our
recent Party statements proves 'thiln
These contacts have been potene
tially enormously widened by the
mass Indignation at Hitler's attack
upon the Boviet Union. We must
be acutely consclous of this broade
ened perspective for Party work
and for the building of our Party.
Especially is the time now oppore
tune for extending the circulatioh
of the Daily and Sunday Worker.

We must break sharply with the
methods of work which wera
adapted to the past period.
we must proceed boldly to develop
the broadest united front and Peo=
ple’'s Front activities. We must bs
prepared to work with all elements,
even those openly critical of our
Party, who are willing to fight
against Hitler, This will require
real flexibllity on our part. Our
greatest enemy is sectarlanism, and
against this we must be vigilantly
on guard on all fronts. We musé
especlally avold short-cut solgans,
radieal sounding appeals, in our
eagerness to defend the Soviet
Union and to fight Hitler, We must
know how to work out practical slo=
gans calculated to really mobllize
the masses, rather than merely to
give forth ' revolutionary sounds,
Our manifesto lays the basis for
such policies and our Party mem=
bership should not only efrculate 1§
among the masses, but also study It
carefully themselves,

.

The day the Hitler war againsy
the Soviet Union began our Politieal
Bureau promptly met and adopted
A statement. This was duly pube
lished in the Daily Worker, and you
are all acquainted with it. It waa
only a preliminary statement and
it dirl not try to solve all problems;
but 1t sufficed to give our Party's
line in support of the Soviet Union
in Its fight against Hitler., The
Manifesto which will be read to
you upon the conclusion of my re=
port i8 a more rounded-out state=
ment of our Party's policy, Wa
ask you to endorse these two docu=
ments, and we are certain that you
will do so with the same wonder=
ful spirit of unity that characterlzes
our Party and the whole world
Communist movement,

Comrades, in conclusion, let me
press upon you again the necess
sity of our Party's extending itseif
to the utmost in carrying out thas
policies that we are formulating at
this ' Plenum. The [fascists, the
most reactionary section of capital=
ism, have dared to attack the firsg
Soclalist Republiec and thereby de=
livered deadly assaull upon popus=
lar lberties throughout the world.
The thing we have expected for
years and fought to prevent has
finally come to pass. The main
answer to this insolent and barbays=
ous attack will be made by the Bo=
viet Red Army, and successfully.
Hitler will shatter his forces upon
the solid rock of the unity and Soe
cialist spirit of the Boviet people.

Nor will the masses of the Amers=
ican  people, like those of Great
Britain and other countries, ba

amiss In the common fight against
the fascist threat to world free=
dom, progress and civilization, The
German people, too, will play thelr
part and will deal the final blow o
Hitlerism. But the struggle will ba
a hard one. Not all battles will ba
victorious, and the appeasers of
Hitler will try tirelessly to sow de-
featism in our people's ranks, Wa
may be sure, however, that no mat-
ter how severe the battle, the
steeled and unified Soviet peopls
will not waver, and neither should
we, Now, as newer before, oue
Party must show ({ts Bolshevik
qualities, its political maturity, The
fight against Hitler must be pushed
to the very end. Barbarous fas=
cism must and wall be eliminated
from the face of the earth, w

Heavy Tank of the Red Army Forces

One of the Red Army’s heavy tanks is shown as it passes workers’ apariments

in Moscow on its way to the cily's Red Square to be paraded in the November, 1940 .

march on the anniversary of the October Socialist Revolution,

The tank shown above

has the name “Stalin” painted on its side in Russian characters,
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