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LENINISM AND 
SOME PRACTICAL 
PROBLEMS OF THE 
NSTWAR PERIOD 

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 

is THE WORLD goes into the postwar 
riod, it is confronted with the most 
umplicated and difficult problems in 
its history. These are national and 
piernational in scope, and are eco- 
omic, political, and social in char- 
der. The only way these problems 
n be understood and the road 
wnd to their solution is on the basis 
iLeninism, which is the Marxism 
the epoch of monopoly capitalism. 
There are those who consider Len- 
im as solely applicable to imme- 
te revolutionary situations. But 
iis is a gross error. Leninism com- 
rhends all the problems of this 
hole epoch of monopoly capitalism, 
kluding those in periods of slow 
olutionary development, as well as 
s¢ in periods of stormy, revolu- 
mary advance. There are others 
ho try to limit the application of 
miinism to the Soviet scene, but 
i, too, is a crude misconception. 
tinism is worldwide in its appli- 
ion. It is the key to an understand- 
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ing of all countries, in every stage 
of economic and political develop- 
ment. 

In view of the tremendous role 
now being played by the United 
States in the world, it is especially 
important that Americans, particu- 
arly the workers, should secure a 
solid grasp of the scientific principles 
of Leninism. For only in this way 
can they truly understand the com- 
plex problems increasingly facing 
them and know what to do about 
them. 

THE QUESTION OF 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISM 

One of the major necessities of the 
American labor movement now is to 
understand that the United States, 
with its present economic and politi- 
cal set-up, is an imperialist country. 
It has need to master the great les- 
sons of Lenin in regard to this mat- 
ter. As it is, however, in labor and 
liberal ranks the opinion is generally 
held that the United States is not im- 
perialist. Great Britain, France, Hol- 
land—these are admittedly imperial- 
ist countries, but not the United 
States. This erroneous distinction is 
made on the false grounds that Great 
Britain, France, and Holland, having 
colonies, are therefore imperialist in 
character, whereas the United States, 
with no extensive colonial system, is 
consequently not an_ imperialist 
power. 
On the basis of this incorrect esti- 

mate, the United States is pictured 
as a sort of Sir Galahad among the 
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Nations; us a country which has no 
ulterior designs upon other peoples, 
and which follows a foreign policy 
dictated by high principles of altru- 
ism. President Truman, in his Navy 
Day speech, expressed this idea 
graphically in his demand that the 
world should recognize the United 
States as the sole trustee for the atom 
bomb secret. Such absurd concep- 
tions of the supposedly unselish 
international role of capitalist 
United States are, of course, highly 
advantageous to the American im- 
perialists, serving most conveniently 
as a smokescreen to cover up their 
reactionary maneuverings. How 
deeply ingrained this notion of the 
unselfishness of American motives in 
foreign affairs has become is well 
illustrated by the fact that with the 
United States now definitely making 
a bid for world imperialist hegemony 
there are hardly any voices outside 
of the ranks of the Communist Party 
that signalize this gross manifesta- 
tion of imperialism for what it is. 

Lenin, in his book Imperialism, 
proved that the United States is an 
imperialist country. The consolida- 
tion of gigantic monopolies, the 
growth of great banks, the merging 
of banking and industrial capital un- 
der the hegemony ef finance capital, 
the export of capital to other lands, 
the allocation of the world market 
through cartels and similar devices, 
and the territorial division of the 
world among the great powers — 
which Lenin analyzed as the basic 
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features of “Imperialism, the highest 
stage of capitalism,’—are all {ully 
characteristic of the United States. 

Regarding the last point in this 
analysis, the territorial division of the 

world, the United States is of course 
not a colonial power to the same ex- 
tent as Great Britain and France are. 
But this does not signify that it is 
not an imperialist country. It has its 
own methods of dominating and 
exploiting other peoples, without 
actively occupying their territories. It 
secures such imperialist domination 
quite effectively by its tremendous 
economic power, by the weight of 
its great military force, by its oc- 
cupation of key bases all over the 
world, by the aggressiveness of its 
foreign policies. All of Lenin’s prin- 
ciples of imperialism are valid with 
regard to the United States. 

During the war years the most 
basic elements underlying imperial- 
ism, the great industrial and fin- 
ancial monopolies, were enormously 
strengthened in the United States 
Hence, once the war had ended and 
the fascist Axis had collapsed unde 
the blows of the United Nation 
coalition, it was only to be expecte 
that the United States would attemp 
to strengthen its international posi 
tion at the expense of the other pe 
ples of the world. This it is now do 
ing vigorously. American imperial 
ism, with so much of the world lyin; 
in ruins, has set for itself the objec 
tive of international domination. 
American labor must understan 
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this question of imperialism. It must 
fee itself from capitalist-propagated 
lusions. It must learn that the 
United States is not only an im- 
grialist country, but the most power- 
ul imperialist country in the world, 
ind that its foreign policy of Amer- 
can expansion is full of danger to 
world peace, freedom, and prosperity. 
labor must also learn that American 
mperialism, which proceeded even 
mder the checks of the liberal 
Roosevelt regime, is more militant 
ud dangerous under Truman, and 
at under a regime dominated by 
Hoover, Vandenberg, Dewey, etc., it 
wuld quickly create a fascist war 
threat throughout the world. It is im- 
pssible for the labor movement of 
this country to combat successfully 
te reactionary foreign and domestic 
wlicies of American monopoly cap- 
ul unless it understands the prin- 
ules underlying imperialism. For 
uch an understanding a knowledge 
ithe writings of Lenin is indispens- 
le. Lenin’s great book, Imperial- 
um, has a most vital lesson for Amer- 
an workers here and now, and it 
fould be read by every man or 
oman who presumes to advise the 
okers and to tell the American 
ople what course they should fol- 
win these stormy days. 

E DEMOCRATIC COALITION 

Another basic phase of Leninism 
tis of profound significance in 

¢ present situation, both on a na- 
nal and international scale, is the 
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building of a system of alliances be- 
tween labor and its natural allies. 
Lenin was the great theorizer and 
organizer of such alliances. To 
develop these alliances in national 
and international democratic coali- 
tions is a fundamental condition for 
defeating the forces of reaction and 
for winning the peace in the fullest 
sense of the word. 
The key achievement in Lenin’s 

revolutionary strategy in old Russia 
and later in the U.S.S.R. was the es- 
tablishment of a working alliance be- 
tween the proletariat and the poor 
and middle masses of the peasantry. 
Rejecting, on the one hand, the So- 
cial-Democratic and Trotskyite con- 
tentions that the peasants as a mass 
were reactionary, and repudiating, on 
the other hand, the Populist argu- 
ment that the peasants alone were 
revolutionary, Lenin found the way 
to link workers and peasants together 
under the leadership of the prole- 
tariat. This great combination of 
toilers in the factories and on the 
land, which has been further devel- 
oped with consummate skill by Stai- 
in, not only assured the overthrow 
of the Czarist-capitalist system, but 
was also the basis for the building 
of Socialism and the carrying through 
to victory of the recent war. To 
maintain this worker-peasant _alli- 
ance, which carried in its train all 
other constructive social forces, re- 
quired masterly political ability. At 
every stage the success of the Rus- 
sian revolution depended upon it. 



102 

In this same category is the close 
working together of the different 
peoples who make up the Soviet na- 
tions, in the development of which 
Stalin played the decisive role. On the 
international scale Lenin also applied 
his strategy of class and national al- 
liances, with his grand conception of 
the world proletariat, the Socialist 
sector of the world, and the colonial 
peoples working jointly for the ac- 
complishment of their constructive 
goals, 

Lenin’s general conception of 
working class alliances with other 
progressive forces in society has com- 
plete validity today in the United 
States, even though, of course, such 
a labor-democratic coalition in this 
country at this time does not have 
the revolutionary objectives of Len- 
in’s great worker-peasant combina- 
tion in the U.S.S.R. For, as stated 
before, Lenin’s class strategy applies, 
not only to revolutionary crises, but 
to this whole epoch of monopoly 
capitalism and in all countries. 
The situation in the United States 

sharply demands the application of 
this general Leninist strategy of 
class alliances. We had the elements 
of such a labor-democratic coalition 
under Roosevelt, although Truman, 
with his turn to the right, is tending 
to break up the coalition. In build- 
ing the labor-democratic coalition, 
which must be carried beyond any- 
thing known in Roosevelt’s time, two 
things are imperative: first, the work- 
ers should enter into organized coop- 
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eration with the poorer farmers, with 
the Negro people, with the progres. 
sive professionals and middle classes, 
with the bulk of the veterans, for 
joint political action against their 
common enemy, monopoly capital, 
and in such forms as to culminate 
eventually in a broad third party 
movement. Secondly, this great po+ 
litical combination must be led by 
the workers, by the trade unions. 
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forces 1 The fate of our country, economi 

cally and politically, depends upo 
the building of this national coali 
tion of the democratic elements o 
our people, which comprises th 
great majority of the nation an 
speaks in the interests of the whol 
people. The more familiar the work 
ers are with the basic principles lai 
down by Lenin for such class alli 
ances, the more effective they will 
in building the national labor-dem 
cratic coalition. 

Lenin’s class strategy is, of cour 
fundamentally different from the tr 
ditional class collaboration of the 
cial-Democrats. The essence of 
cial-Democratic class 
is a subordination of the proletari 
to the big bourgeoisie, with a con 
quent sacrifice of the workers’ inte 
ests. The Leninist system of cla 
alliances, on the contrary, organi 
the workers and all other exploit 
and oppressed classes into a singlf 
front against the monopolist en 
mies of the people. 
On the international field also a 

application of the fundamental Le 

collaboratio 

new 
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gist strategy of alliances and coop- 
gation between the world working 
dass and its various natural allies is 
sow of the utmost importance. The 
geat danger that the world faces 
mes from the reactionary maneuv- 
sings of the imperialists in the big 
apitalist. countries, especially those 
athe United States. Unless checked 
ind eventually defeated by democrat- 
¢ mass pressure, these imperialist 
rces would soon lead the world into 
snew bloodbath of fascism and war. 
{ international peace and progress 
we to be maintained, therefore, it 
vill be basically through the strength 
dthe great democratic forces of the 
wrld—the U.S.S.R., the organized 
working class in the capitalist coun- 
mies, the peoples of the colonial and 

i@emicolonial countries, and the new 
kmocratic governments in various 
mts of the world. The heart of 
wh a world collaboration must be a 
dose working together between the 
moples of the United States and the 
hwiet Union. 
Already, although the war has 
en over but a few months, we have 

id a most instructive lesson in this 
meral respect. Hardly had the fir- 
g ceased on the battlefields, than 

tt United States embarked upon a 
id and ruthless campaign to make 
imperialist influence predominant 

houghout the world. Phases of this 
erican imperialist drive were the 

wen attempt to frighten the world 
ith the atomic bomb, armed inter- 
tion in China, one-power control 
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over Japan, reactionary interference 
with the new democracies in the Bal- 
kans, proposals ror a gigantic mili- 
tary establishment in the United 
States, etc. But this drive of mili- 
tant American imperialism suffered 
a serious check at the hands of the 
democratic forces of the world. 
Some manifestations of this opposi- 
tion were the popular discontent in 
the United States, including the 
broad strike movement, widespread 
protest demonstrations by soldiers, 
etc., the spread of civil war in China, 
strong resistance in Europe against 
arbitrary American interference, a 
growth of anti-Yankee sentiment in 
Latin America, a sharpening of An- 
glo-American antagonisms, a refusal 
of the U.S.S.R. to be intimidated by 
the reactionaries’ “get tough” policy, 
etc., etc. The general result of this 
world-wide resistance was that the 
Truman Administration definitely 
had to moderate, even if only tem- 
porarily, the speed and ruthlessness 
of its reckless imperialist policies. 

This whole experience should teach 
the democratic forces everywhere 
that the future of the United Na- 
tions, and with it the peace of the 
world, will depend directly upon the 
initiative, cooperation, and foresight 
displayed by the world progressive 
forces against those powerful impe- 
rialist_ elements who would grab 
world domination for themselves and 
thereby again plunge the world into 
bloodshed and ruin. Especially is 
this Leninist lesson necessary in view 
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of prevalent illusions in our country 
to the effect that so-called progressive 
capitalists in the United States may 
be relied upon to lead the world to 
democratic objectives. 

FOR A MASS 
SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE 
Traditionally the bulk of the 

American workers have never looked 
beyond the framework of the capi- 
talist system for the solution of their 
economic and political problems. But 
the time is now at hand when the 
toiling masses will have to begin to 
develop a Socialist outlook. Such a 
perspective is made necessary by the 
developing general breakdown of the 
world capitalist system, which has 
been greatly speeded up by World 
War Il. This means that another 
fundamental of Marxism-Leninism, « 
mass perspective of Socialism, has 
now become a practical necessity for 
the American working class. 

For the past 30 years the capitalist 
system in the United States, for all 
its seeming strength, has been exhibit- 
ing signs of the decay which, as Len- 
in pointed out, is the common char- 
acteristic of world capitalism in this, 
its final, imperialist stage. American 
capitalism is. subject to the general 
laws of world capitalism, and it is 
obvious that the world system is now 
in grave difficulties. The inherent 
weakness of American capitalism, as 
part of the sick world capitalist sys- 
tem, is dramatized by the fact that 
during the whole past generation the 
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great industries of this country have 
largely depended upon artificial stim- 
ulation in order to keep going at 
anywhere near full strength. This 
stimulation has been in the shape of 
war orders, repairing war damages, 

and government subsidies of various 
kinds. 

Thus, from 1914 to 1919, American 
industrial activity and development 
rested upon the production of war 
munitions for World War |. Then, 
in the period from 1920 to 1922, there 
was a sharp depression. This indus 
trial breakdown was followed, in the 
years 1922 to 1929, by the great post- 
war “boom,” a “boom” which was 
largely directed toward repairing the 
property damages and commodity 
shortages created by World War I. 
In October, 1929, however, when this 

great impetus had played out, Ameri- 
can industry showed its inherent 
weakness by plunging into a tailspin 
such as the world had never before 
known. In the ensuing period, until 
early in 1934, unemployment in the 
United States reached the unheard- 
of figure of 17,000,000. From 193 
until 1939 industry absorbed some x 
billion dollars of government make 
work subsidies; but even this bi 
artificial stimulus could not revive it 
and it lingered along in a chroni 
depression, about 10,000,000 worker 
being without jobs in this whole pe 
riod. World War II, however, be 
ginning late in 1939, gave industry 
another shot in the arm, and for th 
next six years, until the autumn 0 
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"have 945, gigantic war orders kept the ever, drawn Socialist conclusions 

 StimM- B fctory wheels turning and laid the from this loss of faith in “free enter- 

ng at f ysis for a mushroom growth of in- prise.” Nevertheless, they have come 
This dustry in this country. Now the to understand that they must go into 

Ape Ot § war is finished and industry is count- political action upon a mass scale if 
mages, fing upon continuing in operation, their economic interests are to be 
‘arious § with a “boom” lasting for a period protected. They see as the central 

. variously estimated at from three to objectives of such political action: 
i<riCaNl fl fve years, based upon the repairing (a) the legal protection of the trade 
pment} of war damages and the overcom- unions and collective bargaining; 
t Wilting of the commodity shortages (b) the development of an elaborate 
Then. § caused by the war, after which, un- system of socal insurance against un- 

», there F huss drastic measures are adopted, we employment, etc., and (c) the carry- 
indus: un look for an economic smashup ing out of a government works pro- 
in the sat will far exceed the holocaust of gram to furnish the jobs that they 
iC POSt-f 099-1934. This is the dubious rec- know so-called free enterprise cannot 
+h was od of American industry for the _ provide. 
ing the past generation. While the American labor move- 
modity#’ The obvious fact taught by all ment has not become Socialist, it is, 
War 1.9 these years of experience, of artificial however, breaking with old political 
en this “yom” and inevitable “bust” is that ideas. It has come to believe in New 
Ameti-§ \merican industry, with all its sup- Dealism, which is based on the re- 
herent psed strength, cannot keep in any- formist principles of John Maynard 
tailspin hing approaching full operation Keynes, the British economist. The 
before without the stimulant of government substance of Keynes’ system of ideas 
d, untill icders, whether in the shape of di- is that by government make-work 
in the xt subsidies, war munitions, or of plans (together with social security 

nheard var damage repair work. This les- and collective bargaining) the gap 
m 19349 on has not been lost upon the bulk between the purchasing power and 
some 3} American workers. Through hard producing power of the workers can 
make tiperience, they have learned the im- be overcome and industry kept in 

his bigfrtant lesson that so-called free en- more or less full production. That is, 
reed rprise cannot furnish them sufi- by government assistance to “free 

cent jobs, but must have the help 
a government intervention. This 
kson actually constitutes a dimin- 
shed mass faith in the capitalist sys- 
tm and is a political fact of major 
significance. 
The workers have not yet, how- 

worker 
hole pe 
ver, be 
industry 

enterprise,” the breath of life can be 
breathed into the whole economic 
system, full employment can be 
achieved, economic crises overcome 
or minimized, and the ailing capi- 
talist system put upon a working 
basis indefinitely. 



106 POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

President Roosevelt adopted the 
ideas of Keynes as the basis of his 
New Deal and, under his teaching 
and example, he induced the great 
mass of the trade unionists (as well 
as the liberals) in this country to ac- 
cept the major principles of Keynes 
virtually as a new gospel. Henry 
Wallace, with his 60,000,000 job pro- 
posal, has taken up where Roosevelt 
left off, and President Truman also 
gives at least lip service to Keynes’ 
ideas. Among those who are doing 
the principal theoretical work of this 
movement are Professor Alvin Han- 
sen of Harvard and Stuart Chase, the 
popular writer on economics. Also 
the economic essence of Earl Brow- 
der’s revisionism was that he gave 
up his erstwhile Marxism-Leninism, 
became a disciple of the bourgeois 
liberal reformer, Keynes, and tried 
even to outdo his teacher in bour- 
geois utopianism. 
Organized labor can and should 

support many of the economic re- 
forms and make-work projects of the 
New Dealers or Keynesians, such as 
Wallace’s job program. Lenin long 
ago taught the workers to support 
reforms as by-products of the general 
class struggle. But, as Lenin also 
taught, the unions cannot, save at 
their peril, accept the general con- 
clusions of these reformers that their 
proposals will put the capitalist sys- 
tem upon a healthy and progressive 
basis. Keynesian reforms, at most, 
can only lessen the effect of the 
economic evils of capitalism; they 

cannot possibly arrest its fundamen- F jhe ¢ 
tal degeneration. The New Deal re- ff prob 
formers do not strike at the basic} the. 
causes of the capitalist economic § yell- 
paralysis, and consequently, not at § schie 
the wars and political reaction that} Fo 
flow from it. They do not challenge § gf a | 
the right of the capitalists to ownfan : 
the basic industries; they do not at-§ ynios 
tack the capitalist extraction of sur-§ note. 
plus value from the workers, which} sow 
is the basic cause of capitalist eco-B ay in 
nomic collapse; they do not under-§ jon, 
stand or draw the implications of the 
class struggle; they do not realize the 
necessity for the toiling masses and 
their allies to break the political pow- 
er of the capitalists; they do not con-§ yorld 
duct an effective struggle against im-§ wner 
perialism, the breeder of war; theyffjtical 
have no sound economic or political] gtati 
perspective. The | 
During the coming period, wha 

with the economic ruin all over th 
world, the people of this country wil 
be faced with far-reaching economi 
paralysis, on a national and on an in 
ternational scale. The superficial regi 
forms of the New Dealers or Key 
nesians cannot solve these basic pro 
lems, which grow out of the decay 
of the capitalist system. Only 
working class imbued with the prin 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism can pos 
sibly understand the complex charg 
acter of the general issues presente 
by obsolete capitalism. Only a work 
ing class with a Socialist perspectiv 
will be able to work out the funds 
mental measures necessary to me 
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the 1 

the G 
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the day-to-day economic and political 
problems of the people, and to give 
the masses a prospect of the real 
well-being that only Socialism can 
xhieve. 
For a long time now the question 

fa Socialist ideology for the Ameri- 
an workers, particularly the trade 
ynion movement, has seemed a re- 
mote, if not an abstract matter. But 

, Which pow it is becoming more and more 
ist eco-ffn immediate, bread-and-buter ques- 
under-ion, The capitalist system of the 

s of thei world is rotten at the core. That is 
ilize thell te meaning of the two world wars, 
ses andi he Great Economic Crisis, and the 
-al pow-§ rowth of fascism with which the 
not con-§ world has been afflicted—all in one 
inst im-Beneration. These economic and po- 
ar; theyll litical catastrophes were the mani- 
politicalff istations of a social system in decay. 

The complicated problems of this 
wriod of capitalist degeneration can 

solved only by Marxist-Leninist 
thinkers, who understand the impli- 
ations of this capitalist decay and 
vho deal with the fundamental real- 
tes of our rapidly changing world. 

'Bthe Socialist education of the Ameri- 
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sic prodgan labor movement, therefore, 
1¢ decayfiould be resumed energetically. For 

‘vo many years has the ideology of 
he workers in our country been 
andoned to the influence of the 
illacies and superficialities of the re- 
bmists of various stripes. 

UILDING THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

The fourth major phase of Lenin- 
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ism that needs stressing as an imme- 
diate necessity of the American work- 
ing class is the earliest possible build- 
ing of the Communist Party into a 
mass organization. 

Lenin was the great theoretician, 
organizer and practical leader of the 
Communist movement. It was he 
above all other Communist leaders 
who explained the leading role of the 
Party as the Party of the working 
class, worked out its practical struc- 
ture, and taught how it must func- 
tion in action as the vanguard of the 
working class and the leader of all 
the progressive forces in the nation. 

Ever since its foundation in 1919 
our Party has been building upon 
the basis of the principles worked 
out by the great Lenin. The Party 
has made much progress. We now 
have a substantial organization, with 
a large mass following. Moreover, 
during its 26 years of life, the Party 
has played an honorable and effec- 
tive role in every struggle of the 
workers and of the people as a 
whole. We Communists may well 
be proud of our Party’s record dur- 
ing the past three tumultuous dec- 
ades of our nation’s life. 

But the time has now arrived when 
the Communist Party must be ex- 
panded on a far larger scale. The 
workers, and the democratic masses 

generally, of this country are facing 
a whole series of urgent problems 
for whose democratic solution a 
strong Communist Party is indis- 
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pensable. In the foregoing pages a 
few of these problems have been 
listed, including the development of 
a mass understanding of American 
imperialism, the building of the great 
national and international demo- 
cratic coalition, and the unfolding 
of a socialist perspective by the labor 
movement. With these specified ma- 
jor problems are connected, of course, 
a host of individual questions, such 
as the protection of the workers’ 
living standards, the development of 
worker-veteran cooperation, the de- 
fense of the rights of the Negro peo- 
ple, etc. In the vast task of winning 
the peace, in consolidating the peo- 
ple’s victory in the anti-fascist war, 
a strong Communist Party has be- 
come a question of immediate neces- 
sity. 
One of the most pronounced inter- 

national features of the war and. im- 
mediate postwar situation is a big 
growth of che Communist move- 
ment. This is manifested in many 
countries: France, Poland, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, China, Indonesia, Indo- 

China, Brazil, the Balkan countries. 
The Party is also becoming a big fac- 
tor in the defeated countries, Ger- 
many and Japan. Communists have 
been included in the governments 
of liberated countries all over Europe 
This great growth in strength and 
prestige of the Communist Parties on 
a world scale is taking place because 
the peoples everywhere have seen the 
clearheadedness and dauntless cour- 
age of the Communists in the war 
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against fascism. Morecver, they also 
realize the need for Communist lead. 
ership in the solution of the compli- 
cated and difficult economic and po- 
litical problems that loom ahead of 
them in the postwar period. 

The United States does not live 
in a vacuum. The general forces that 
are making for a strong growth of 

the Communist Parties in many 

countries are also not without 
strength in this country. Of course, 
our situation is very different from 
that in France and China, and the 

problem of building the Communist 
Party here in the greatest imperial. 
ist country presents itself under radi- 
cally different aspects than it does in 
other lands. But when we have said 
this we also have to come back t 

the basic fact that the United States 
is definitely a part of the world eco- 
nomic and political process. It, too, 
faces problems of major importance 
and complexity and, therefore, it alsa 

stands in need of a strong Commu4 
nist Party. 

This signifies that we must tak 
up in a new way the question o 
building and achieving full legality 
for the Party. We must carry 0 
Party building as our main politica 
task, never losing sight of it in any 
of our campaigns of mass strugg 
and mass educational work. Durin 
the revisionist period of our Party 
Earl Browder challenged the whol 
role of our Party and undermine 
our organization in many direction 
This requires a great deal of repai 
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SOME PROBLEMS OF THE POSTWAR PERIOD 

work on our part. It seems almost 

acredible now to realize that, to- 
ether with his other liquidatory 
moves, Browder actually wrote to 

the capitalist press offering to abolish 
wr Party altogether if these bour- 
seois forces considered such a sui- 
‘dal step ON Our part as necessary 
advance national unity. 

At the heart of the restored Marx- 
it-Leninist line of the Party is a 
vastly intensified appreciation of its 
vanguard role and a strong deter- 
nination to build it at all costs. Such 
understanding and determination, 
bused on the urgent need of the 
\merican working class for a strong 
Communist Party, are all the further 
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strengthened because of the world- 
wide growth of the Communist Par- 
ties. The present year, and the whole 
period now facing us, must, there- 
fore, be a period of the most active 
Party building in our entire history. 
This perspective of intense Party 
building will occupy our central at- 
tention at the February meeting of 
our National Committee. The whole 
body of Lenin’s teachings has great 
validity for the American working 
class as it faces the complex prob- 
lems of this postwar period, and a 
lesson of the greatest significance to 
be learned from these teachings is 
precisely to proceed to a rapid build- 
ing of the Communist Party. 


