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THE NEED FOR SYSTEMATICALLY Organ-
izing the theoretical work of the
Communist Party has now become
ressingly urgent. Ever since its
ndation in 1919 our Party has
been weak in the vital matter of
Marxist-Leninist theory. This is
partly a reflection of the general un-
derestimation of theory characteristic
of American political life, and we
have added to this by special neglects
of our own. The general result has
been the weakening of the vanguard
role of our Party in the fields both of
ideological and practical struggle.
Our neglect of Marxist-Leninist
theory manifests itself in a variety
of ways. We do not read our classics
enough; we do not effectively in-
struct our membership in the prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism; nor do
we effectively carry these principles
to the broad masses. We do not ade-
quately tie in theory with practice;
we do not always clearly work out
the relationship between our day-to-
day policies and our fundamental
principles. We do not methodically
cultivate our best Marxists, nor do we
direct their acivities. If we had paid

more attention, over the years, to
raising the theoretical level of our
membership and leadership, Browder
would have found it much more
difficult to foist his revisionism on
our Party.

Especially is our Party weak, from
the standpoint of Marxist-Leninist
theory, in its altogether inadequate
projection of constructive, original
analyses of specific features of pres-
ent-day American and world capi-
tdlism. Marxism-Leninism is, of
course, much more than the mere
memorizing of pat quotations with
which to pepper our articles and
speeches. It is far more, too, than
the simple absorption of a general
knowledge of our basic principles to
serve as a groundwork for the work-
ing out of daily political policies, im-
portant though this is. A mastery
of Marxism-Leninism implies, above
all, the ability to tackle all economic,
political, and social problems, to un-
mask their true meaning and to
translate our answers into practical
policies. It is in this creative use of
theory that we are weakest. For that
reason the main attenton of this
article is directed to this special as-
pect of Marxism-Leninism. Its aim
is to emphasize our burning need
for more and better works of con-
structive Marxist-Leninist analysis.

As the world capitalist system
sinks ever deeper into its general
crisis, it generates a host of new
theoretical and political problems in
every field of human activity. Be-
cause of the key role of the United
States in world economy and also
because of the many specific char-
acteristics of American capitalism,
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