THE N.A.A.C.P. PREPARES NEW BETRAYALS
OF THE NEGRO MASSES

WY By HARRY HAYWOOD
(Article No. 1)
N. A. A. C. P. Conference recently held in

Washington, D. C.,' marks a new chapter in
the long record of dastardly betrayals of the
Negro masses by the leaders of this organization.
At the conhference, the Negro reformist leaders
- | and their “enlightened” white imperialist friends
| in the leadership of the organization, indulged in
the most unbridled demagogy. This in itself was
a reflection of the desperate impasse into which
the organization has gotten itself in the recent
period. In the process of the struggle itself,
the N.'A. A. C. P, has been exposed as-a agent
of the worst enéemies of the Negro people; it has
been compromised’ before increasingly wider sec-
tlons of the Negro toilers.

* The conference, therefore had a very defmitc
aim. This aim was to overcome the complete
political and moral bankruptcy of the N. A.
A. C. P, to bolster up its rapidly waning in-
fluence among the Negro masses. To this con-
ference, the N. A. A. C. P. leaders came, conscious
of the long list of their crimes against the Negro
masses.

The disruptive activities of these misleaders in
the Scottsboro case are well known. Here they
vieed with the imperialists in the campaign of
vicious slander against the Communists and re-
volutionary  organizations which corganized and
led the revolutionary defense movement. Raising
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could be obvbu.sly seen, because it was sv&ollen
These Ford doctors were only interested in GET-
TING rid of this worker as quick as they could,
so they sent him home.

: A worker in the buffing depaytment, due to
, | the faylty machine on which he was working,
- | was hit in the left eyve and was almost blinded.
He was given hospital treatment and sent home.

questioned about his eye and was told that he
did not get h eye hurt there. This worker,
, | who had his card of admission for treatment in
5 | his pocket, signed by one of the doctors, promptly
refuted their statements, calling them a liar and
producing his card. He was laid off and weas
5 | toldto return for treatment. He had just re-
{ | turned to work about three weeks and is with-
, | out funds. He informed them that he lived six
miles away and has no money for carfare, They
told hitn to walk back. This is Ford's system.
the great "hummltarian"
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,‘ The following are some of the facis ‘ot the
. | miserable conditions of the workers in Detroit
; factories: “I work at Jenks and Muir Corpora:

; tion, makers of auto parts. I work on one of
’ those machines that are doing labor work. For

this work T used to get 58 cents an hour, but
now they are paying me 48 cenis an hour; a cut
of 10 cents an hour. I am now doing two men's
work, as a result of the speed-up system. T am
working two and three hours a day, two and
three days a week. They told us that if =e

who will gladly take our jobs.”

“I work at the American ‘Rediator Compezny.
We are doing plece-work, making fire pots and
water dooms., They used to pay us 18 cents a
mould and we worker 8 hours; but now they
cut us to 12 cents a mould and we work 9. hours.
We are also speeded up, because three men ussd
to do this work and now two men must produce
the same amount of work, or get out.”

“I work at the Studebaker Corporation, makers
of Rockne and Studebaker autumobiles, one and
two days a week. We are working twice as fast
and hard as we did months ago. We start to
work at 7 am. and quit at 5 pm. We get 40
cents an hour. We are informed that we will
be laid off soon.”

At the Farm Crest P Company the girls work
from 7 am. to 3 pm. and from 1 pm. to 1 am.
They receive 23 cents an hour and are speeded
up terribly,
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r Next-day, when he reported at the plant, he wes .
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are not satisfzd to get out, for there are others:

the cry of “red menace,” even louder than the
lynchers themselves, they tried to make it appear
that the main enemies of the Negro masses were
not the ruling-class lynchers gnd their fasclst
agents, but the Communists and the revolutionary
organizations, in their manner completely ab-
solving the imperialist hangmen in their mur--
derous attacks ypon the Negzro masses. Simul-
taneously and with  the active support of the
bourgeois cowrts and police  officials, they re-
sorted to the most foul and villainous means to
wrest the authorized legal defense of the, boys
from the International Labor Défense. In this
manner, they attemtped to disorganize the re-
volutionary mass movement isolate the revelu-
tionary organizations, thus furnishing a cloak for
the ruling-class lynchers to carry out their bloody
work. In brief, their attacks were directed not
against the violence and lynch terror of the
capitalists, but against the resistance of the
masges., Mareover, they actyally joined with
the lynchers for the physical suppression of the
Negro masses.” In :Chicago .and Pittsbuyrgh,
Pickens and other N. A. A. C, P. fakers were
instrumental in having white and Negro workers
jailed for = protesting against the Secottsboro
lynch-verdicts. In Chicago, the magsacre by
the police of Negro unemployed workers was
provoked by local N. A, A. C, P. mislegders acting
in concert with Negr~ and white landlords and
the city administration. They helped thé Mary-
land bosses in the vile frameup of Euel Lee
(Orphan Jones), their Baltimore attorney and
representative declaring his “belief” that Euel
Lee was guilty ~\ven before the lynch-courts treid
him, '

Their great white “friend” Darrow, who sits
in the executitve -councils. of the N. A. A. C. P.,
a member of the national board, is now fully
exposed as an agent of U. S. imperialism and
its most vicious and reactionary clique— a cligue
which carries out the most despieable provoca-
tion against the Hawaiian masses, aimeed *
completely enslaving them for the purpose of
furthering the war aims of American hnperiahsm.
The purpose of this vicious baiting of the Ha-
walian people is' now openly admiited in the
hearings of the Senate Commisgion on the bill
introduceed by, Representatiye Britten for th2
fortification of the Hawaiian Islands, and in
the provocative articles by Floyd Gibbons in the
Hearst gutter press against ihe Hawaiian masses.
Characteristtic of the hypocriscy of the N. A. A.
C. P. leaders is the fact that while pretending
to protest this . introduciion of lynch-law into
Hawaii, they are conveniently silent abofit the

isgusting role ‘played by .this agent of im-
periafiem, Darrow, who stil pe:hzins an hon-
ored member of t.heir execu.ive, board, o

Add-1 to the mwmplet.g lm of . mfanue.,, is |
| the 3.

mpt led by Pickens to b-uray the Negro
masses inio the new world sl..ughtex bemz
brewed by the lmperlalists In . a series of
ariicles in the Negro press, Pickens hus ate
tempted to ‘present the teaclicnzry, feuddl mili
terists of Japan, the murderers .of 'Jajujese
workers ‘and  of ' the, Chinzse mas.es, as
“champions” of the darker races, ‘ Thus Pickcas,

to the glee of his white imperialisi masters,
ailempls to mobilize the Negro mas.es behind
Japane:.e imperialism, which is tcday the speas-

hzad of world imperialiam in the criminal plans
for ermed intervention against the Soviet Union
~—the fathprland of all the world’s oppressed
classes and peoples. Tryly this was a record
thet requived a great deal of “cxplaining” at
their 22rd -anrual conference.

As a result of this open policy of belrayal,
there has developed & grov.iy cpposition among
the petty-bourgeois rank and file and those
workingclass elements oevr which the N. A. A.
C. P. has influence. This is reflected in the
oppasitions to the official policies of the leader-
ghip. This incipent rebellion has expressed
iteelf recently, espeeially in connections with
Scottsboro, and again in the Darrow case, where
N. A. A, C, P, local branches have called upcn
the leadership to repudiate Darrow. Thus the
Negro petty-borgeois peaper, the ‘“Washington
World,” voices this sentiment in the tollowing
manner:

“We reiterate thnt in the hangling of the sit-
uation in Alabama (Scottsboro—H. H.) the pres-
et administration of the N./A. A, C. P. has made/

many m!mn'i-mmaku that’ have  glven "us

T

the

cause to question the militancy of the Associa=
tion and the wisdom of its policy.”

Thus at the confercnce, the wiley DuBois, in
order to give an air of authenicity to the dema-
gogic prattlee of a “change of policy,” was
forced to admit that “the N. A. A. C, P. has
been criticized very severcly in the past few
years both from the inside and from the outside.
Much of this criticismm has bsen justified.” And
again, in his demagogic statement that the N. A.

A. C. P. “must now choose whether to stand
with mass or elass,” meaning by class the Negro
bourgeoisie.

It is clear that under such conditions, of the
groving exposure of these misleaders, they can-
not piay their treacherous role without at the
same time trying to cover up their rcactionary
deeds in a more clever than heretofore.

The conference represented an attempt to re-
vive old reformict illusions in a new form, wrape
petl in the garb of radical phrases. The fact
that these misleaders find themselves forced to
appear,more radical at the present time before
the Negro masses is due precisely to the growing
influence of the Communist Party among the
Negro toilers. Therefore to save their faces, they
not only utilize old phrases, but.add new ones,
which, as we shall see later, went so far as to
play with the slogan of “revolution by violence.”

Although hardly any of the speakers at the
conference openly mentioned Communism, it is
clear to anyone who had a chance to follow the
conferenc® that the growing influence of Com-
muynism among the Negro masses and the at-
tempt to counteract this influence by forging
new weapens of deception was the main aim of
the conference. The -recognition of the growth
of  Communisni. among the Negro masses, and
the fear of this, cxpressed itself, although not
openly, in all of the specches of the betrayers.
In fact, we must remember that Comimunism
and how to cheek it constituted an important
rart of the pre-conference discussions which
appeared in the symposium on Communism or-
ganizéd by the Crisis, official organ of the

. N. A. A. C. P. Then again, the question of how

to check the growing. struggles of the Negro
masst  was a question of immediate urgency
in” view of tii¢ iminience of the election cam-
gaign, 2

The task of the Negro batrayers—to line up
the Nea2ro macscs behind. the old reaciionary
parties, bscomes excesdingly difficult under the
prezent circumstances of growing political con=
sclousness of the masses. Therefore, along with
the usucl demagogiec phrases such as “Reward
your friends and punich your enemies,” “Cut
across the old” Party linss,” “Split your vote,”
etc., eic, there was talk of an Independent
Lubor Party. This was noted in the speeches
of Professor Dzwey, Abram Harris, LaFollette,
Geerge Schuyler, etc., ete., and has the definite
alm of lining up that scction of the masses
baforé whom the old Lourgeois pa.rties stand
plamly ex po~ed

It {s clear that this new dcmagogoy must be
undarstocd in the light of the present devastat-
ing cconocinic erisis, which falls with greatest
force cn the Negro masses of the country.
Goaded (o desperation by the increasing on-
glaughis on their already starvation conditions
and meager politica' rights, the Negro masses
are turning more and more to struggle against.
their opprescors. In their reason for a way out,
they are turning more and more to the Com-
munist Pariy and revolutionary organizations,
recognizing in them the only force organizing
and leading a struggle against increasing misery,
starvation and terror. This develop~
nment constitutes a direct threat to the hegemony
of the Negro bourgeoisie, whose hegemony over
the Negro masses is being incraasingly challenged
by the Negro workers, which have now come
forth as an Inderend:zni class force Wlthm the
b.e:ro liberation movement.

It is clear that under these comlttlom. the
Negro reforimists cannot go on betraying the
Negro masses in the old way. The old methods
of pacifying the masses are no longer effective
in’ the present situation. New forms of deception
must be foynd, in order to check the rising re-
volutionary tide. New weapons of betrayal must
‘be forged. Hence the feverish demagogy d the
Mnfqun .
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