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NegroWorkers Will Play Great Role i
Coming Struggle of American Labor

Harry Haywood Tells of 7

Conditions of the
Negro Workers

By J. M. ’

“PTHE coming great steel
strike—which has been
merely pstponed, not
smashed—will find in its

front ranks the Negro work-
ers.

“So will every great strug-
gle—provided only that the Com-
munist Party, the revolutionary un-
ions, the oppositions in the A. P. of
L., know how to take up boldly the
militant struggle for equality for
Negroes. If we do not blur over
these demands of the Negro work-
ers, and if we bring the white work-
ers forward to demand the rights
of Negroes, the strength of the
workers in the tremendous struggles
to come will be increased manyfold.”

This was Harry Huywood speak -
ing, with burning enihusiasm, of tia
part the Negro workers will play in
the wave of strikes abeout to p.eak
over the country. Haywood, general
y secretary of the League of Struggle

for Negro Rights, has just returned
ifrom a tour in which he had the
opportunity to talk with workers of
many citics and many trades.

Terror in Ford’s Domain

“When I hit Detroit,” said Hay-
wood, “I found a campaign of ter-
ror against the Negro masses. News-
paper were screaming about a ‘Ne-
gro rapist and slasher’ who was
supposed to be cutting and attack-
ing white women. The police were
making continual round-ups of
Negro workers. The superintendent
| of schools--paid $18,000 a year out
of money colected from white and
Negro tax-payers—made speeches
attacking the Negro people. As a
climax to the reign of terror, James
' | Vietory, a Negro world war veteran,

Ferment on Chicago South Side

“From Detroit, I went to Chicago.
| There is a tremendous ferment go-
ing on among the Negro masses on
Chicago’s South Side. As was to be
expected, I found the Negro reform-
ists active. The Urban League is
| starting out with a program for or-
ganizing Negro workers into Jim-
| Crow unions. These misleaders at-
‘| tack the American Federation of
Labor for its Jim-Crow policy. But
how do they attack it? We know
that the jim-crow policy of the A.

A. F. of L. officials gave them the
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F. of L. has its source i
leaders of the A. F,
Greens, Wolls, Lewises, These men
serve the ruling-class. The Negro
misleaders treacherously represent
the jim-crow policy of the A. F. of |
L. as stemming from the rank and|
file. By this means they try to
keep the Negro workers from taking
their places side by side with the
white workers in the labor move-
ment.

“Well, in Chicago the American
Consolidated Trades Council, which
is an organization of Negro plumb-
ers, mechanics and building trades |
workers, started a fight for admis-
sion of Negro workers in these
trades into the A. F. of L. The

n the top
of L.—the

run-around, so the Consolidated
finally established itself as a bona
fide union and got a charter from
the state. They are now taking in
white workers also. The Trades
Council has been conducting a fight
for the right of Negro workers to
work on all jobs in these trades,
particularly public works projects.
When the Wendell Phillips High
School was built in Chicago, right
in the heart of the Negro neighbor-
hood, no Negroes were taken on,
The Council organized actions
around this, with the support of
the Trade Union Unity League and
the League of Struggle for Negro !
Rights. They threw a picket line |
around the school and had a dem- |
onstration. They demanded shorter
hours for the white workers on the
job, with no cut in pay, and the

i Louis adopted a proclamation for

LSNR Leader Recounts |
Struggles for Equal
Rights in Country

right of the Negroes to any job on |
the building. The city bosses mo-
bilized hundreds of police—but as a
result of the demonstration a num-
ber of Negroes got jobs on the
High School.

L.S.N.R. Fights Chi Jim-Crow

“The League of Struggle for Ne-
gro Rights in Chicago has drawn
up a city ordinance to enforce the
right of Negroes to work on all jobs
and against all forms of Jim-Crow-
ism: on the beaches, in restaurants,
hotels, theatres and so on. They
are setting out on a campaign to
get thousands of signatures of
whites and Negroes for the bill, and
it will be presented to the City
Council on June 27.

“In Kansas City, Mo, police
smashed the headquarters of the
Communist Party, arrested A. W.
Berry, a Negro comrade who is sec-
tion organizer, and tore up the leaf-
lets advertising my meeting. The
Relief Workers’ Protective Union
had organized for the continuation
of C. W. A. jobs, uniting whites
and Negroes on this issue. The po-
lice and the city government raised
the ‘red scare’ in order to conceal
the issues of bread and butter.

“A conference I attended in St.

the rights of the Negro people.

Bosses Used Negroes As Scabs

“I visited Gary, too, the scene of
the great steel strike of 1919, 1In
that strike, Negro workers were
brought up from the South. The
A. F, of L. misleadership refused to
organize the Negroes, and the
bosses were able to use them as
strike-breakers. Immediately after

the strike. Jim-Crowism was}_ = = WG L
strengthened all down the line—
Jim-Crow schools came in, The | The Urban League, the NAACP.|

Negroes were relegated to the low-
est jobs in the plant. All this was
a real lesson for the Negro people—
and for the white workers.

“The response of the workers to
the building of a mass L. S. N. R.
is tremendous. Many new branches
have already been set up. The
workers are also enthusiastic about
building the Negro Liberator. The
banquet to be given Ben Davis, Jr.,
this Sunday night at Lido Ballroom,
146th St. and Seventh Ave. is
talked of all over the country, not
only in New York.

“We are going to see an increase
in activity by the Negro reformists.

n/South Bend
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Car Strike
In 3rd Week

Picket Car Barns for
Wage Increases; Score
Capitalist Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind., June 20—
The strike of 130 street car, bus. and
interurban men s continuing
strong. The morale of the strikers.
who are demanding 50 cents an
hour and a 48-hour week. is good.
They are determined not to return
to work until they receive 50 cents
an hour, |

A committee of picketers sent a
statement to the local newspapers,
signeq by William Gordon, presi-
dent of the union, demanding that
they cease hiding the main demand
of the strike, which was 50 cents
an hour,

Carlisle Eber, one of the militant
picketers, was accused of pulling
spikes from a rail, and is being held
on $5000 bail. This is a plain
frame-up since the bosses have no
evidence whatever.

Has Mass Support

The strike has the sympathy and
support of all the South Bend;
workers, and the taxi workers al- |
most went on strike too. Twenty- |
four hour picketing at the car |
barns and bus garage is being con- |
ducted. (‘

The receiver, Mr. Smith, has con- |
sistently refused to deal with the |
strikers, and has sent lying state-
ments and advertisements to the
local press attacking the strikers,
who were getting from 19 to 32 cents
an hour. The N. R. A. board, as
usual, has only proposed “arbitra-
tion” (going back to work at former
conditions). The strikers have
wisely rejected these proposals.

misleaders,

their heads off to keep them from

joining with the white workers, |

Can the militant left-wing organ-
izations win the Negro masses in
spite of this? It is up to us. We've
got to formulate clearly our de-
mands for Negroes in every struggle.
We must draw Negro workers on to
the strike committees and into
leading positions. At the same time
the left-wing unions, all groups of
militant workers, must show their
faces in the fight for the rights of
Negroes, for the freedom of the
Scottsboro boys and Angelo Hern-
don.”
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