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.| amendments to the U. 8. Constitu-

Haywood 9thConvention
Report Stresses Fight
on Discrimination
By Harry Haywood
In all our work :;mc the Negro
fragringomp i Aes oo
bring about the unity of Negro and

white, to eliminate all oSstacles, pre.
udices, and inequalities that divide

Self-Government--
Struggle for Equality
Of Negro People

Destitute Father
Offers to Sell Self
To Feed His Children

By DEWITT GILPIN

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Aug. 2
(FP) ~~What happens in a city
where all direct relief has been
cut off for a month? How can
fathers, unable to secure work on_
WPA, feed their families?

Andrew C. Janes of this city is
trying to solve the problem by

dhennksorthcpwple.o\n-um
as Communists is to unite all op- |

ties, and for the achievement of so- i
clalism. Our aim’'is to unite thc;
toiling population of the oppressing

i

nations with the tollers of the op- |

. | pressed nations. The removal of all |

inequalities—that is our central aim |
in our Negro work. |
That is why we place at the center "
of our work today the slogan for a |
united struggle against discrimina-
tion, lynching, for ihe tight to hold
jobs in public utilities, civil service. |
for the right to vote, serve on juries, |
elect officials, enfoncement of the |
thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth |

|

tion, etc. That is why we demand

| removal of the discrimination which

resuits in lower wages for Negroes,

yzagainst discrimination in the trade |

| unions, against discrimination in the |
| distribution of relief, housing, etc.
Distribution of Land

! As Communists, we are, as Lenin
| said, for the voluntary unity and co- |
operation between all peoples, even |
up to merging of all peoples. But |
| we have to understand how our
struggle against immediate inequal-
| ities is bound up with our complete
program for the liberation of the
| Negro people in America, that is to
say, the distribution of land in the
Black Belt and the right of self-
determination in that area. We have

| to understand the slogan of self-
idetermination in {ts inevitable and
necessary relation to our efforts for
| welding the unity of Negro and
white in the struggle for eguality
and democracy.

I believe it is necessary to empha-
size this point now because lately,
as we have been making our correct
jand energetic efforts to build the
broadest people’s front among the
Negroes, we have tended to sub-
merge our basic slogan of the right
of self-determination in our propa-
ganda. We seem to have forgotten |
that the right of the Negro people
to decide their own fate can be the
only final guarantee of the unity of

Negro and white,

Slogan for Equality
I want to show you, comrades.

|
|

that if we do not understand this,
that if we forget this, it will affect
the very core of our struggle for
unity, and the building of the Peo-
ple's Front. Today, there is no doubt
that the slogan under which we can
bulld the united front and the peo-

pressed peoples in the struggle for :
equal rights, for democratic liber- |
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| ple’s front is the slogan for equality
| in political, economic and social life.
| Today, there is no doubt that we
i could not develop the powerful
| movement for unity except under
' this slogan. But we must always
keep in mind the possibility, or
rather, the certainty that a moment
will come in the fight against reac-
tion and the rise of the Negro }ib-
eration movement when the Negro
masses of the South will begin to
see clearly that self-determination
is the only guarantee for the win-
ning and preservation of real equal-
ity. -
We cannot say, of course, exactly
when this will be, but when that
time comes we must be able to con-
vince the white workers, the Amer-
ican people’'s front, that the equal-
ity which is essential to the unity
of Negro and white can only be
guaranteed by complete democratic
rights for the Negro up to and in-
cilud!ng the right of self-determina-
tion. i
, [Possession of Land

After all, that which gives to our
Communist position on the Negro
question {its preeminence and ef-
fectiveness is the fact that we Com-
munists are the only ones who go
boldly to the roots of the whole
problem. It is we alone who show
how the heavy burden of oppres-
sfon which crushes the backs of the
Negro people throughout the coun- |
try has its basis and,origin in the
Black Belt of the South. It is we
Communists along who show that
the Negro people can never be free |
until the Negroes in the Black Belt
finally possess the land upon which
they work, the land which is owned
today by a small clique of landlords |
supported by Wall Street banks.
Only possession of the land can |
make the Negro toflers free. But.
between the Negro and the land
stand the armed forces of the land-

And what will guarantee to the |
Negroes in the South that the great
landed estates will be broken up
and divided among those who toil
on them") What can guarantee him
that when this has taken place the |
Negro farmer will be able to hold |
on to the land? Only self-govern-
ment, the right to govern 1f,
can guarantee the Negro tollers
this. The Negro mafority in that
continuous stretch of land known
as the Black Belt must have the
right to their own government, their
own self-rule, courts, people's mili-
tia, etc. This is the only guarantee
that the Negro will hold his land
and procure liberty and equality.

P 's Front

Today it is correct that a people’s
front among the Negroes, the Na-
tional Negro Congress, does not put
forward the

and its guarantee through full seif-
determination. 8o, in Spain, at a
certain stage of the struggle, the
People’s Front became the supporter
of the Catalonian movement for au-
tonomy, self-rule, as a basis for!
unity in the People’s Front. Such!

and equal rights for Negroes.” This
| writer doc- not see that we Com-
| munists have been able to do “ex-

| right of the Negro masses to de-

| iInterests and welfare will becdme

| Negro people are a new nation

offering to sell his body to a
medical school for $200. Desti-
tute, an invalid and the father
of five children, Janes made his
offer public in the press but so
far has received no takers. Offers
have been received to adopt two
of his children but Janes has re-
fused them because it was the
desire to keep his children with
him that prompted him to offer
his body for sale.

“I don't want to give up my
children till the very last thing”
Janes states. “If I get no offers
“for my body, then there is noth-
ing else I can do, but I want to
keep them just as long as I pos-
sibly can.”

Already he has been forced to
place two of his daughters in in-
stitutions but three sons still re-
main at home with him, the old-
est being 13. All of the children
at home are in all health and
underweight.

a stage will also arrive in this coun-
try, when the People's Front of
America will have to support a
similar .movement for self-govern-
ment of the Negro people, in order
to effect unity.

But even today. the right of self-
determination is not abstract, up in
the air, divorced from our work.
Even where it does not enter di-
rectly. our understanding of this
fundamental position guides us. |
Our ability to lead the Negro masses
depends upon this- understanding.
It is only our Party's complete sin-
cerity, it is only our Party's com-
plete understanding that makes it
possible for us to proudly .say as
Comrade Browder was able at the
Ninth Convention this week, that
we are the Party of the Negro peo- |
ple. It is because we carry our stand |
for equality to its logical conclusion, {
that we are able to lead the Ne-
gro masses. It is not chance that |
we are the ones who built the first

| organization of the sharecroppers. |
| It is not chance that we are the

ones who spread ‘the infamy oti
Scottsboro to every corner of the |
world. It is not chance that from |
our ranks came Angelo Herndon.

Education of Members

But if we forget *o educate our
members systematically in this basic |
undersianding of our position on
the Negro question, in an under- '
standing of the relation of our day-
to-day struggle for equality, unity,
to the right of self-determination, |
then we will be in danger of weak-
ening the fight for unity, we will|
be unable to achieve unity, unable}
to lead the dally struggle for the
needs of the Negro pedple.

And lately this danger has arisen.
Our opponents are taking the of- |
fensive against this basic line of
the Party, as for example in the re-
view of James Allen's book on the
Negro question in the liberal week- |
ly. The Nation, where Sterling Spero
attacks our stand on self-determi-:
nation as being a hindrance to |
united action between Negro and
white. But it is noteworthy, never-
theless, that he praises the Com-
munist Party for having done “ex-
cellent work in the fight for justice

cellent work in the fight for justice
and equal rights for Negroes” just
because at the basis of all our work
has been our adherence to the prin-
ciple of self-determination, our un-
derstanding of the position of the
Negro people as an oppressed na-
tion.

Self-Government Discussion

The seething ferment among the |
Negro masses has not yet reached
the stage where it takes the con-
scious form of a demand for self-
determination, although the de-
velopment of the struggle against
inequality will eventually reach a
point where the recognition of the

cide all questions concerning their

a practical issue.

Therefore, I should like to put a
new problem before you. Since the

whose development has seriously
been retarded by American imperi-
alism, we can see that the concept
of nationality has not fully ma-
tured among them. Therefore, it may
be possible, and I put it forword
for discussion, to consider for the
clarification of our propaganda the
proposal for some sort of intermedi-
ate stage in the fight that will lead
up - to self-determination. What
would such an intermediate stage
be? It would have to grow right
out of the immediate struggle for
economi¢ demands of the share-
cropper® and worker and polit-
cal rights such as the right ts
vote, elect officials, sit on juries, and
enforce the 13th, l4th and 15th
Amendments. These are the issues
which are becoming promjnent as
never before, in the election cam-
paign. How would we define such
a stage? It would be, comrades. a
struggle for self-government in the
Negro areas of the South. Such a
stage ‘wotlld give the Negro ma jority
the above democratic rights, with-
out, however, yet reaching the stage
of self-determination, that is, the
right to federate or separate from
the rest of the country. Is it not
possible that with this slogan, for
self-government we can establish a
bridge hetween the ilamediate
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In Detroit
éﬁcials P_r;mise u;j

i!;lve Answers Tomorrow |
" to Wage Demands
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" (Dally Worker Mishigan Buresw)
Z DETROIT, Mich,, Aug. 2.—Howard:
unter, assistant to Harry Hopkins,
National Works Progress Adminisey
tratoe, hurried to Detroit today to
eonfer with State officlals as WPA
Vnion Local 830 prepared county-:
%ide action to win its demands. Lox
¢al administrators who were due t&
ve an answer on the demands Fri-,
ay postponed their decision ta
Tuesday at 5 pm. when they wilk
1 meet the committee of 30
elected by the project workers. 3
! Meanwhile a mass meeting af
| @lark Park with 1,000 present and:
| one at Perrien Park with 700 pres«
}E: heard reports of the negotias

ns committee and gave full ap-¢
roval to the policy of the union.
: The union demands are 60 cents:
ah hour, $72 a week and no making.
|@p of time due to bad weather.

| When the demands were placed be+
| fore WPA officials last week, they;
were accompanied with 5,400 signa<!

| tires of the project workers. An an- ‘

| dwer to the demands was delayed
| then, the officials claiming that they:
wanted data or living standards and :
prevailing wage rates pald upon
| city work. ' ’
| i Priday night the union's commlt-';:
|téc furnished the administration?
with a brief citing proof that city la-7
| Borers are paid 60 cents an hour
| minimum, The Visiting Housekeep

| & Association of this city was also
|cited as declaring that it takes a.
minimum budget of $136.37 a montl‘x1
|for a family of five, and that ify
'bikes $63.35 a month for a minimum |
|dfet though it was declared that &/
| worker can't keep up steadily at!
| work on such feeding. :
| [“The workers rallied so well that|
|T: feel confident that we will w'ln.!"
|Richard MacMahon, business agent,
|{of Local 830, said today. “Almost]
|5:000 have signed up in our umonj
|and the administration knows that|
|thhey will back the committee of 3¢
| t@ the limit." |
‘Richard Frankensteen, director
of the organization drive of the Des‘
t#oit area, promised at the Perrien
Park full support of the sutomobile’
unions to the WPA workers in
whatever action they decide to take.
|Similarly, Homer Martin, general
peesident of the United Automobile

| Workers, pledged the full support of

thp union at the Clark Park meet-~
ing.

The workers voted to stage nn~!
other picket line at the GAR.
building between 1 pm. and 6 p.m.
Tuesday where the committee of 30"
will meet administration officials te
get the final answer, ;

WPA Chiefs Aid
In Military Training
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. (Dally Worker Washington Bureau) §
‘WASHINGTON, Aug. 2—When &
worker leaves the WPA rolls for |
témporary employment he has ngi
asturance of being taken back later,
bat if he leaves for military training
—well, that's something else again.
«An execytive order has just been

| issued by the Works Progress Ad-
| ministration,

making an unusual’
provision to encourage enrollment
in' the Citizens Military Training,
Camps, it became known here to-
day.

According to the order, workers
who leave WPA to attend the va-;
ribus military camps, are to be given|
their old or similar jobs when they;i

réturn. [

Workers who leave for temporary |
prvate employment on the other
hand, never know whether they will
evér get back on WPA or not.

struggles for equality and the strug-
gl for self-determination?

= Reconstruction Days Cited

As a matter of fact, in our coun-|
try's history we have already seen,
dufing the Reconstruction days fol-

lowing the Civil War, something of :-

this local self-government of the

Negro majority in the Southern |
cotinties and states, if even in an |
ineomplete and crude form. In the

go¥ernments, state and country, set
up following the Civil War, the Ne- ;
gre majority for a short period en-
joyed political rights, that is, the
right to vote, hold office. etc. This
was not yet complete self-determi-
nation. Nevertheless, even this par- |/
tial self-government brought such |,
democratic liberties to the South as
;ﬁe not seen before or since. This

f-government, it is especially im-
poftant to note, gave the masses of
“pgor whites” more liberty than
they have today. The granting of 1
plmucal rights, self-government, to |
thé Negro masses, resulted in the |
ab@lition of the poll-taxes, property
tages, which had disfranchised the
“pgor. whites,” and established free,
unfversal education, equality and
eaging of mortgage debts on all
sniall farmers,

The desperate distortions of reac- |
tiofary historians attempt to con-
cesl these vital facts. As it pre-
pares to organize fascist reaction
today, the ruling class attempts to
bliid the “poor whites” to the liber-
ating effect which self-government
for: the Negro people would have
updn the whole South. ' It raises the
spéctre of “black domination,” as we
ha¥e seen in the notorious fllm,
“The Birth of a Nation” and in

writings of Thomas Dixon, Jr.

Buf the experiences of the Recon-
striiction days proved how utterly
falge is this propaganda. It proved
only through political equality

self -government of the Negro

can the exploited white

in the South achieve de-
therefore, T emphasize that we
must be aware in our struggles for
, in the development of the

Negro Congress, in the
of the Farmer-Labor Party,
immediate
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