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The Second World War and the Darker Races

HE second World War has begun.

Already Africans, Indians, West

Indians, and other colored races
are being appealed to, and in the French
colonies conscripted, as cannon fodder
for the bloody holocaust which threatens
to drown the world in blood and bring
misery, ruin and devastation on a scale
before undreamt of.

The maharajahs, sultans, emirs,
sheiks, paramount chiefs and other na-
tive potentates are vieing with one an-
other in offering up the lives of their
peoples as human sacrifice to Mars.
However, we need not be deceived by
these manifestations of “loyalty.” These
minions are merely doing what they
have been ordered to do by their white
masters. They are the stooges of im-
perialism.,

What is the War About?

But what is this war about? This
question is on the lips of every colonial
one encounters in London today. While
most Negroes, like the common people
of England, are bewildered over the
issues involved, about one thing they
seem clear. And that is, the war, not-
withstanding the professions of states-
men, is certainly not one for Democracy.

When we consider the autocratic
manner in which colonies are adminis-
tered, be they under so-called democratic
or totalitarian regimes, it should cause
no surprise that the colonial peoples
have not been consulted as to whether
they want to fight or not. All that they
have been told is that this war is the
noblest that has ever been embarked
upon, for it is to save Poland, a Fascist
state, from the big, bad Fascist wolf,
Adolf Hitler. But this is sheer humbug.

The British and French imperialists
are no more concerned about the Poles
than they were about the Czechs. What
they are concerned about is the preser-
vation of their colonial empires and the
monopoly which they enjoy in the ex-
ploitation of cheap colored labor. They
most certainly have not gone to war to
defend Democracy, which they them-
selves deny to hundreds of millions of
colored peoples in Africa, India, the
West Indies, Indo-China, Morocco,
Tunis, Algeria, and other territories too
numerous to mention. Nor are they at
war to uphold international law and
order, or even to rid the world of those
“evil things—brute force, bad faith, in-

By George Padmore

This new war is a fight not to
preserve democracy or to blot
out “‘evil things,” but to guard
the empires of England and
France from Hitler, the author
declares. Since this was written,
Hitler has demanded colonies
in his speech to the Reichstag
following the Polish conquest

GEORGE PADMORE

justice and persecution,” which Mr.
Chamberlain, in his speech of self-
righteous indignation denounced over
the radio as war was declared.

What Britain in particular is worried
about is the menace which German im-
perialism represents to her commercial
interests. The politicians at Downing
street, who represent the Federation of
British Industries and the financiers of
the city—the real rulers of the Empire
—are afraid that if Hitler is not checked
now, he might, after consolidating his
position on the Continent, demand the
return of the former German colonies,
and call for a redivision of the colonial
territories, which can be achieved only
at the expense of Britain and France.
This, then, is the essence of the quarrel

between Nazi Germany and the so-called
Democracies.

Behind all the shibboleths of “brute
force and oppression,” which the British
and other imperialist Powers have been
practicing upon the colored races for
centuries, is the long standing conflict
between bandit nations for colonies as
markets, sources of raw material and
cheap labor, spheres for the investment
of finance capital, and naval, military
and air bases. It is for the possession of
these things that the war is being fought.

Poland the Pawn

Poland in 1939 is merely being used
as a pawn in the game of power politics,
in just the same way Belgium was used
in 1914. The cry of “poor little Po-
land” is being exploited by the financiers
and warmongers to win the sympathy
of the common peoples of all lands.
While the Polish workers and peasants
are entitled to our sympathy in their
tragic hour of national disaster, we can
have nothing but contempt for the gang
of feudal landlords and the corrupt gen-
erals who lost no time in bolting into
safety, leaving the toiling masses to the
mercy of Hitler and Stalin.

But let us take the words of the Brit-
ish Prime Minister at their face value.
Is it not strange that he should be so
passianately concerned about Poland
(whose Foreign Minister, Colonel Beck,
was one of those who helped tie the
noose around the neck of Hailé Selassie
at Geneva) while at the same time he
condones the rape of Ethiopia? Let us
not forget that it was Mr. Chamberlain
who declared that sanctions were a
midsummer night’s dream, and who rec-
ognized the Italian “conquest” of
Abyssinia by his Gentleman's Agree-
ment with Mussolini. Mr. Chamberlain
might forget these little “indiscretions,”
but Africans have long memories.

Furthermore, is it not strange that
Mr. Chamberlain denounces the wrong-
doings of Hitler but remains silent about
Mussolini’s “brute force, bad faith, in-
justice and oppression” toward Abys-
sinians and Albanians? Surely justice,
like freedom, is indivisible. If Britain
wants to win the respect of her subject
peoples then her statesmen must be con-
sistent in their advocacy of justice and
fair play, even at the risk of offending
Mussolini. This kind of duplicity only
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