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of Education of children with defects, under the People’s Commissariat of Education, Russian

Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, and Lecturer of the Second Moscow State University. The

presentation at the conference in London took place in June 1925 as part of the only trip abroad

Vygotsky ever undertook. It seems he travelled by train and boat and paid visits to research

centres in Germany, Holland and France. No details of this trip have so far been unearthed and

one can only guess that he visited Gestalt colleagues in Berlin and defectologists/educational-
ists in Amsterdam and Paris.

A slightly longer Russian version of the same paper has been published in vol. 5 of
Vygotsky’s Collected Works. See Vygotsky, L. S. 1983: Principy social’nogo vospitanija
glukhonemykh detej. In L. S. Vygotsky Sobranie Sochinenis. Tom 5. Osnovy defektologii (pp. 101—
14). Moscow: Pedagogika. Some of the biographical and bibliographical information provided
in notes 1 to 4 is based on the notes to this edition.

1 Rau, Natalia Aleksandrovna (1870-1947), Russian expert in the education of the deaf.
Vygotsky refers to p. 59 of Rau, N. A. 1926: Doshkol'noe vospitanie glukhonemykh [Pre-
school education of deaf and dumb children]. In S. S. Tizanova and P. P. Pochapina (eds),
Puti vospitanija fizicheski defektivnogo rebenka {Ways of Educating the Physically Defective Child].
Moscow. Apparently, Vygotsky saw some unpublished version of this book as his talk was
held one year before its publication.

2 Malisch, Konstantin (1860-1925), Austrian specialist in the education of deaf children.
Vygotsky's quotes are taken from p. 81 of Kiilpe, G. I. 1926: Metod celykh slov i fraz
Malisha [Malisch’s method of whole words and phrases]. In S. S. Tizanova and P. P.
Pochapina (eds), Puti vospitanija fizicheski defektivnogo rebenka. Moscow.

3 Sokoliansky, Ivan Afanas’evich (1889-1960), Russian expert in the education of deaf and
blind children. Started his first educational experiments with a group of pupils in Kharkov
in 1923. Was soon generally regarded as the founder of a new system of education for deaf,
dumb and blind children. His most successful pupil Ol'ga Ivanovna Skorodokhodova was
as well known in the Soviet Union as Helen Keller in the Western world. His work was
continued by his student A. I. Meshcherjakov. Vygotsky's description of Sokoliansky’s
method is based on pp. 74-5 of Kotel'nikov, M. N. 1926: Na novom puti: (chtenie s gub
kak osnova obuchenija glukhonemykh ustnoj rechi) [On a new path: (lip reading as the
basis of teaching deaf and dumb vocal speech)]. In S. S. Tizanova and P. P. Pochapina (eds),
Puti vospitanija fizicheski defektivnogo rebenka. Moscow.

4 This may have been the German school reformer Georg Kerschensteiner (1854-1932),
whose ideas were very well known by the Soviet theorists of the labour school — such as
P. P. Blonsky — and greatly inspired them, but whose name was not very popular as he was
considered to hold bourgeois and authoritarian views.

S Krupskaja, N. K. (1869-1939), wife of Lenin. Took great interest in educational matters
and was active in the People’s Commissariat of Education. Published papers and pamphlets
discussing school reform and boy scouts. See, for instance, Krupskaja, N. K. 1925:
Veospitanie molodozhi v Leninskom dukbe [Education of the Youth in Lenin's Spirit]. Moscow:
Molodaja Gvardia. The present quote can be found on p. 214 of Krupskaja, N. K. 1978:
Sistema narodnogo obrazovanija v RSFSR. In N. K. Krupskaja, Pedagogicheskie Sochinenija.
Tom 2. Moscow.

6 Vygotsky's paper was followed by four tables which gave an overview of the number of deaf
and dumb people in Russia and the Ukraine, the institutes taking care of them, the trades
the children were taught, etc.




