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THE OLD HARRY 
. ON T E DAY that the Disarmament ommission of 

the United Nations was to resume i ts sess ions,  along, came 
Harry Truman with an article in the ew York Times 
croaking_ his old song: We can't tru s t  the Soviets ; th y wil� 
never agree to ai y disarmament plan ; etc. - etc. 

By ALEXANDER BITTELMA
(First of a Series) 

LIFE AND THEORY 

And to the x ten t th. t n , dt'
veloprnen ts are se n, t heir fo l l
theoretical mean i 1 1g  wi l l  inevi t
ably be mis ed. 

Truman's cold war pol icy did incalculable harm to the 
country-and it has hung l ike an alba t ross . around the neck . 
of his party. There are many peop] in the coun t ry who 
belie e that the fight ing in Korea would s t i l l  be going on if 

\ Truman were in the Whi te House , and Truman's latest 

Was it Goethe's Faus t who
said it? Whoever ut tered it first,
the thought is still vi ta l , poten t
an·d marvelously fru i t fu l :  Theory,
my friend,  is grey bu t  the t ree
of life is forever gr en.  

Is  not this though t  �p t-ia l ly
vi ta l  and frui t fu l  for · our · o .. vn
time? 

The period of peacefu l  co-

And can new polic ies be ade
quate when he theore t ical
proposition on wJ 1 ich the· · a re 
based are themse lve 1 1 0  longer
adequate? 

Historica}b'. our epoch r mains
what it has  been : that  p..irt icu
lar chunk of his tory in wh ich t he
socia l ist y tern i supplan t i ng
the capi ta l i  t sys tem. Bu t  : h is 

article sounds as if that m igh t  be the ca e. 
- Truman appeals to the n u tral ist  coun t ri�s of the world

not  to  belie e in  Soviet incer i ty on· disarmamen t. T.he fact 
is, as a considerable part of the world bel ieves that it is 
Wash ington that is block i1 1g the first steps toward hal t ing 
H-bomb tests and toward d isarmamen t .  � f any  voices have
spoken out  . in our 0\ n coun t ry agains t  what is held to be 
a st iff-necked, unbend ing and hence dangerous at t i tude 
by the S tate Departmen t on the mos t �i:u cial quest ion of 
our t imes. 

From· a:riother ]ead ing Democra t ,  f r s .  Eleanor Roose
velt, comes a more refresh ing note than any th ing  heard 
from Truman in . years. 

Concluding a isit to the Soviet n ion , Mrs. Ro9se,·el t  
quotes ·iki ta Khrushchev as cal J i ng war "unthinkable. " 
She adds that the Soviet Un ion is "a goi ng  concern t,hat 
cannot be defeated by mi l i tary force. "  ,ve've got · 'to heat 
it by being far bet ter tlrnn they are," ·he Sa) . • And if she 
means by this , bet ter in working for peace, bet ter in ra is
ing the living standards and righ t s  of the p ople , that is  ihe 
kind of competft ion the Amer ican people wan t and in 
, h ich they wou ld l ike to see our coun try emerge fi rs t .  

frs .  Roosev�lt 'c:a l ls for "great r in terchange" wi th  the 
.Soviet Un ion .  Here too the Stat Departmen t  is the great 
barrier. 

Two ex-presiden ts are a l ive and act i \ ' e  today - oue 
Democrat ic and one Republ ican - and nei ther seems to 
1 a.rn anything as the years go by. 

THEY AREN'T SOVEREIGNS 
- TH E, FI ];: sou thern go\'ernors , ho meet wi th 1Pres i

'dent  Eisenhower tot.lay .are the chief execu t i \'es of pol i t ical 
divisions of the United Sta tes .  Th is may, seem a superBu; 
ous tru ism,  bu t the impression i s  being. gh·en that the Pres i
'den t i s  meeting not wi th heads of pol i t ical d ivis ions but  
�i th five sovereigns whO' are joined v i th the other 43 go 
ernors by a federal compact. 

• Their undoubted .m ission is to conv ince Presiden t
Eµ;enhower to accept a -reduced resp9ns ib i l i t y  for - enforce
ment of federal la as in terpr te<l by th Supreme Court
specifical ly the decis i01is ou t lawing pub1 ic school segrega
tion . Bu t the President has ahead answer d a compla int  
by Sen . R ichard B. Russ H (D-Ca) on t h is issue. The Pr i 
den t said he i s  du ty-bound to pro tect c i t izens aga ins t  mobs 
who have been inci ted by s ta tes act ing to "frus t ra te the 
orders of a federal court ."  

Four of the five sou thern governor represen t state.� 
which have legisla ted what they though t  were barrier to 
compl iance with ,the Supreme Court 's desegregation d ci
sion . These laws have accompl ished what the Arkansas 
National Guard s t a t ioned at  Litt le Rock's Cen t ral H igh . 
School -could not'7'the e, c lus ion of Tegroes from "wh i te" 
Khoob. 

Moreover, these racist  Jaws appease and encourage 
the mob. Indeed; th.ey ar codified demands of the mob. 
Behind these laws, mobs are organ iz ing unchallenged by 
state authori t ies. 

These laws also represen t a chaJ lertge to the President 
as the guard ian of the Const i t 1 1 t ion ancl federal law enforce
ment .  Fpr if federal law is d isobeyed wi th impun ity, the 
Prt:si<len t wrote Russel l , the re ult  would be "anarchy and 
dissolu t io·n · of the Union ." There is no other way to meet 
th is challenge than to demand that now, after th ree years 
of defiance, some steps be made toward ob d ience to law 
in the Deep South. 

And .since the Pres iden t is du ty-bound to enforce the 
Jaw, he is just as responsible in this instance for creating a 
·climate £gr acceptanc(} _of the law.

A. Presidential visif to the D ep Sou th , radio and tele
v is ion d iscu sions of the issue and very other type of edu
cation and persuasion ne d to be used .  There is also the
growing demand for a Whi te House Conference of egro
and white sou therners and northerners to work out a aese-

x is tence and compet i t ion now·
being born in, m uch tra a i l  is
bound to release a host of new
currents, tendencie and fore s
in a l l  spheres of socia l  } i f  e. ) n 
fact, it is al ready doing so. , ha t
a re  they? \\That  i s  the i r  na t ur e
i n  each country and 1 1 ndcr  d i f
feren t ocial svste1m? These a r  
b ig questions that  mw, t  b s t ud 
ied and answered. 

H ow will these new u rren l s
and tendencies a ffect l if in th
capita l ist countries? Ho� in th
socia lis t count rie, ? What  " 1  
t h is mean for th  fut u r  o f  t he
American people? 

These quesfions r (l uire a
fresh look at li fe and t heorv-a
fresh and thorough app l ica t io ; 1  of
our  Marxist -1.en ini� t  t heor to
the s tudy of very t h i 1 1 g 1,ol'ia l ly
new and sign ifican t .  Such objec
t ive cientific study  wi l l  gi, e a 
far more complete and l ru pic
t ure of life than we no\ pos
sess .  We wil l  se more clea r ly
t he direction l i fe is lak ing.  � l a r  
ist-Leninist  theory wi l l  b come
riC'her, more poten t for th  came
of social progress, c -lo 'er to l i fe,
hence more profound! lm . 

May certain theore t ical propo
s i t ions emerge m�ld i fied or basic
al ly changed? New . · it>n tif ic 
ic.leas born? 1ot on ly pos� ib le ! ) l i t
h igh ly  probable. There would he
something wrong w i t h  a frc h 
look that fa i led to produce some
ne,v, sign ifican t  th·eore t ica l  ideas
to  enrich Marx i 11 t  - Leni 1 1 i \ t
sc:ience. 

Here let me taJ.. hsue \\ i t h
a point of v i  w a l tog t her l oo
s imple, naive and non- .  cien t i l ic.
This is the idea tha t  th 01 1 ly
� ay to take a Jr sh look a t  l i fe 
is to leave fa rxi. t -Len in i  ' t
t heory alone for the  momen t and
le t  l ile speak for i t s  If. 

How can one ga in  a scien t i f ic
• i w of the new t l i a t  i s  merg i ng, 
wi thout the a id of scien t i fic

BITTELi fA .

. very process is br inging for t h
new wav. , roads a n d  form�.  1 h e
period o f  peacefu l coexi tcnce
and competit ion, for wh id1  ob
jective condit ions ar r ipe, prom
ises to bring forth  new stages in
the dev lopmen t in the �o · ia l i s t
countries and,  in a qual i ta t �·e ly 
differ n t  \ ay in the capi t a l i s t
coun trie . •  T w na t ions emPrgi 1 1g
from colon ial statu a re find in g
new ways of bypa s ing capi t a l-theory? Wi thout land ing firm- ism and advancing toward • o-Jy on t he pos i t ions of such theory cialism. 

aud a pply ing i t s  methods? And 
t l ie on ly  such th  ory we know Theoret ica l prob! m'l of t l 1e 
is f a rx i  t -Lenin i  ·m .  first magn i t ude are bound to

Of  course i t  is pos ih le  lo view arise, a l ready a re a rh ing. On ly
oc i,t l  developmen ts w i thou t  the the :\farxis t -Lenin i · t t heorv i 

appl ica tion of � fa rx is t -Len in i s t  capable of formula t in g a •id me t -
t l ieory. � 1 ost cu rrent  v iews in our ing th e problem wi th  seieu t i fic
cou 1 1 t rv  a rP of t h is k ind and consis tency a n · d ac.k•< 1 1 1 a<: _ .
many i , f  t hem con ta i n  something Hence, our tn ory m us t  nece -
\'a l uab le .  Bu t  coi:i ld a � larxist- sarily become ·en r iched ,.,:i t h  n w
Len in i� t  ca l l the�e v if'ws con- proposi t ions wh i le ome of t he 
11 i � t e1 1 t l y . c ien t ific? Do they give old ones may hav lo  b modi-
a comp) t l y  t rue pic t ur e  of  so- fied or changed . 
ci . 1 1 l i fe and of i ts  d i rect ion? Leaving Marxi  - n i n i ,  t hf'-

ory alone for the 'ement may
Then , there i ,;  the idea that  produce conclusions of  a rev i-

al l t he theore t ical propo� i t ion of sion ist nat ure, but  i t  i "  not wi• ;\ fa rx i sm-Len i 1 1 ism are sound and to b gin by pas t ing Tf' i , iou i\tfu l l y  adequa te  for the ent ire labels on uch poin t . of ,· i w. prcse 1 1 t  h is tor ica l epod1 .  on e-
q uen t l y  _ i t  i. reasoned _ no Likewi e,  e eluding subs tan-
t l ieort: t i  a l  mod i fica t ions O r tial theor tical change may pr<>-
chan�es c;a n be ex pected or  ju t i- duce conclus iol18 of a dogma t ic
t ied bv a fresh look a l  l i fe. fer- and doctrina i re na ture, bu t  here
J i a ps ·changes in  e r ta in  the0- t oo the u e of labels wi l l  not be
re l ical formu la t ions bu t  no modi- · wise. -
fica t ion of sub tanl'e ;  ad j u  t ment The f ir  t impor tan t  job i .  l o ·

seek ou t the t ru t h  abou t t he n w of o lcl pol icies hu t  s tr ict l y w i th-
in the l im i t s  of es t abl ished theo- problem and the sci n t i f ic an

swers. In  the co ur. e of th i . i tret ica l propo. i t ions. , ur become clear that the twoThis , loo, is a naiw ancl non-

� 
poin ts of i w w i t h  wh ich issueien t i fic poiu t  of  iew. How has been taken her ar not i 11 

1 one ga in a trul , obj clive 
a 1  d scien t i fic , iew of new, un- fu ll accord w i th  t he pr in iples '
precec len ted socia l  de\'elopments and piri t  · of ;\ fa rx i,m-Lenism. 
i f one exc:l ucles any s ign i ficarµ The choice of conclusion · wilJ

then not be too d i fficu l t  andt:-hauges in on ·s t heoret ical posi-
t io1 1 s . Inevi tab ly, one wi l l  fa i l  lo mo t of us , ill make the ri ,Ji t
i-ee · m uch tha t  is be ing horn, one. 
tha t  is r�a l l y ne, and s ign i fican t. Tomorrow : · The Plirty Cri i .•

·------

Challenge Chicago Council on H omi Sites 
By SAM KVSII 'El\ 

CHICAGO. - During the next
everal months the Chicttg_o City

Council wil l, in alJ proba i l i ty,
be called upon to select site for
8,000 new hou ing units in this
city. This is the number that the
Chicago Housing Authority has
"reserved" with the federal gov
ernment out of the current fed
eral appropriations. 

Once again the Council's Pla n
n ing and Housing Commi t tee is
scheduled to hold hea rii igs on
propo ed s i tes. Early Jas t year op
ponents of public hous ing, pa r
t icularly wh n there is a great 
chance · that  the housing wi l l  not
be on a segregated bas is , b i t t er
ly opposed the HA propo als
on suggested site . • 

Leading the opposi t ion were
four  aldermen . The most ont
spoken opponent of publ ic hous
ing was Aldeiman Emi l  Pac in i
of  the 1 0t h  Ward . Jo in ing w i th
h im • was Alderman Reg inald Du
Bois of the in th ,  Aki rman
George Tourek of the 23rd,  and
David T. McKieman of  the 1 9th
Ward.

* 

I SPEAKI G of the public
housing at that time, A lderman
Pacini said, "Thi9 i d finitely

sade"' aga i n  t the homing pro
posa ls a t  tha t  t ime. O 1 1 t s�11 1din g
in their oppos i t ion were t he Daily
Ca lumet , t he 'a lumet I ndex, the
Sou th town Economist  and the
Br igh ton P.nk-McKinley Park
Li fe. 

On  � la rch 8, ] 9.56 the Br igh
ton Park L i fe b lazoced t he fol
lowing headl ine across fts fron t
page : 

"City Rejects CHA 'Temporar
ily ."  

"Fiery Oppo i t ion Expo es
' ocialism'."

* 

ALL of th ou th  E1 1d pap rs,
w i t h  big headline , prominent
ed i torials tuok up  the udgle
ag.1 inst  the publ ic housin g pro
posa l. . The un. poken word
among the "resp ·ctable" com
mun i t y  new paper was the goal
of ke ping the i r  areas a l l -whi te.
The o, er-rid ing aim of a l l  these
group and their poke men was
to pr ven t i i: i tc !ra ted housing in
the C i ty of Ch icago. 

all s-.cc ssfully fouirh t  a�ain s t
new hou ing project  in .11 1 - ... vl i i t e
cornmunlti s .  

While the Chicago HO\iSing
Authority can recommend ne, 
housing location , the final au
thority rest with the City Coun
cil. Thi council ha been the
bottleneck which ha prevented
Chicago from oecoming an inte
grated city, at lea t in ofar as
public hou ing ha been concern
ed. 

FOLLOWir G the Calumet
Park a ttacks and the con t inuf d
a ttacks on the 'egro res iden t 
of Trumbull  Park , the I ct ion
of the H loca tions this Har
will take. on added signifi ·anc .
In poli t ical ci rcles many a re 
speculating on the role t ha t  , · i ll
be played by Mayor Daley. Will
he be able to -cont inue to arry
water on both houlders? 

Will the �favor be abl to
fumble his way through o a to
appease the , white supremachts
in the ity. Counci l ,  whi le st i l l
trying to con inc the • Tegro
people that  they hould vote
Democr. tic.

Dail Worker 
gregation . plan .

The crisis is not going to 1 t up after Little Rock; it  
·can be expected to grow. But it  wou ld be tragic if the Presi
dent agreed to reprieve DeeJ' South racists another three
years and lapse into a period of complacent "moderation ."
Let the governors know that obedience to federal Jaw is _a 
serious business. Mab it unmistakable that the President 

· unnecessary. The hou ing emer
gency is over. There �re 'for' rent'
signs blossoming all over." Chi
cagoan today paying the high
e rental costs in the nation may
not fully appreciate the Alder

The tactic of the housing -seg
regationi ts bee me dear at an
early stage of the game. They
were determined that no new
pub\ic hou ing unit would be
built in allswhite communities.
They realized that it would be
very difficult to bar �roes
from apartment in public bou -
ing. 

Therefor th a im, it seemed,
was to limit n w public hou ing
to egro commurut i  s or to
ar as which -. ere adjoining the
main 'egro communities. The
real ty inter ts, t�e aldeanen
and the community IICIW 'paver

h•Jt heli ••it, exeei,I atar<tay a•• ••
••1 •1 Ui,e 1'111111 •era ew Pre , l ne.. Ill 
F.. ttt• St., ew l'e,11 I, . Y. Telei,lte"
.u ....... ,. t-7"4. . \ 

�rn, u -•• eta •aU.u Od. II, 
lHl, at , .. ,-at .trl ef ew erk, N.Y.,
■!Mier Uie A.et ,, Karcl1 t, 11179. 
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man' complacency. 
The newspapers on the South

End ol the city carried on a "cru-
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