HAPPENED IN POLAND

WARSAW.
SOMEWHAT superficial
qugstion which has been
particularly since Po-
general election is:
10 really rules Poland, |
Gomulka or Cardinal Wyszynski?”| §
O, more accurately, \:K?ch is |
reater force in. Poland, the

Workers’ Party or the Cath-|
olic Church? '
Frjends of Poland’s socialism ex-!
ress| concern at what appears to
h}? great influence of the

|

¥

not have been anything like
the shime degree of national unan-!
imity|in the general election had
Episcopate called on the
to vote. B
return to religious instruc-
all schools, with the state
paying for textbooks and teachers,

DYSL'A_W GOMULKA
Church has great authority.

is, agin, not at all what is ex-| The:policy and mistaken prac-
pec by socialists of a socialist|tice of the Polish government over
coun the past 12 years tended to drive

people to the Church. Attempts
to impose a socialist outlook mere-
ly created and hardened a resist-
ance to Jit, and partly discredited
it.

They do not want _intolerance,
or suppression, but why active in-
struction in the schools® Why not
leave li?ion strictly to the con-
science of the individual and the 2\
Church? Why give it state back-! Those are the bones of the real-

ing? . !3" of religious belief in Poland.
And | then perhars it has been e flesh and blood can be seen
noted |that a Secular Schools So-| in the crowds that pack every

y has been founded in War-
saw, apd an Atheist League. Para-
doxically, we see socialists in a/ THOSE are the realities
spcialist country demanding from| Polish socialist government faced
a sociglist government, the iaden when several months ago it for-
of which are of an avowed ma-|mulated, together with the Cath-|
terialist outlook, that their children|olic leadership, new regulations'
be protected frdm theological in-| providing for among other things
fluencégs at school. the return to religious instruction!

Probably nine out of ten Polish|in the schools and greater practical|
people are members of the Cath-| freedom for the (ﬁmrch to make
olic Church. A large number,|its own appointments. :
probably a majority, of United] But what about the other side
Workérs" Party members are Cath-|of the coin? .
olics; | in the countryside thei First the majority of Polish peo-'

-4 T

church every Sunday.
*

the |

(see themselves as ideological “im-

[be afforded the fullest rights -to

led

ple have taken and accepted the!'
socialistmadutboonlywayto
achieve the aim which unites the |

whole nation, the raising of living
standards.

The workers who demonstrated
in Poznan—and the hooligan ex-

cesses were not part of that dem-!

onstration—expressed the general
wish of the working people to im-|
prove socialist efficiency, but not
to destroy socialism. They had
rejected capitalism for ever long
before.

In the countryside anyone, in-
cluding the local priest, who tried'
preaching a return to the brutaliz-|

ing poverty of the past would not|.

get far with the peasants.
The mass of intellectuals, too,

provers of socialism.”

Then again, as Gomulka has
pointed ouit, the party building so-
cialism is “in power” in Poland.
And it intends to hold that power
because “even the worst People’s
Government is better than any
other.”

From such opposing realities de-
rives the special policy toward re-
ligion adopted by the government.

It is not, as some people think, !
a policy of compromise, nor is it
a policy of uneasy, or even easy,
coexistence between two groupings
of people within .one country.

It is rather a policy of integra-
tion. The Chnrchomust be incor-
porated within the socialist politi-
cal and economic system. It must

function within
gious bounds.
Nobody just “thought up” such

its proper reli-

s

a situation as exists in Poland,
where a largely religious ple
with a highly developed reﬁe(i)ous
organizational structure has agopt-
socialism. s
*
OF COURSE, the -Polish So-

cialists and Communists would like

Young Polish women. Nine out of ten are Catholics who have
accepted the socialist road toward improving their d ily lives.
St e —-—e o et e —— 1l o magn
the mass of the people to adopti'unit_v of the people for heaven
a materialist outlook without res- on earth is more important than
ervations. Of course, they hope|unity after death.” || *
that will happen some day. Un-| The group of Catholic deputies
doubtedly they will in every way in the Seym must bg aware of the
possible assist toward that end. |[truth of that statemjent. Likewisa
Gomulka has pointed out, for ex-|the editors of Catholic publica-
ample, that where a sufficient body tions. All of themi support the
of people agitate for lay schools economic aims of the government.
for chi{()iren. they shall have them.| They know thatl| less than a
Alreadya dozen of such lscl?oo.ls; dozen years ago Poland’s economy
pegdion, 2% oo b )ecause* was the devastated| shambles of

of parental pressure. d ‘
8ndm|bte‘:l|v many publications| what was, before the war, a back-
and other means will be developed| ward economy. They know that
by the government and the party| today Poland turns out more than -
to explain the workings of the uni-| five million tons of | steel a year,
verse in a scientific way, partic-| builds ocean-gomg essels, makt.-s
ularly to Polish youth. motor cars, machine tools, radio
But clearly the masses of Polish|and television sets, a thousand
people will more easily be free of|and one other new products.
medieval ideas when they havel The appeal of Gomulka, the mo-
freed themselves of the present bilizing force of the J)rogr_am of
difficult, and to some baffling, eco-| economic, political and social ad-
nomic problems. When they have vance outlined at th_‘ eighth Ple-
rid themselves of the daily penance num of the United Workers™ Party

and frustrations of low living| is rooted precisely in that the:v offer
standards: the achievements of 'the kind of
* life the Polish people want, regard-

. A LEADING Communist formu-| less as to whethqr they are Catho-
lated the basic approach of thellics. Communists, simple-lifers or
government and party thus: “The' sun-worshippers.



