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H e
rb S

i g
9
e r' s a coo u nt o f t h

d i s cu s si o n a nd a cti o n on th 

q u es t io n  o f t h e o ry g ave a fa l s e  
p i c t u r e  o f w h a t h a p p� n e d .

1 It w a s w ro ng in a p pr o . 1eh a n il i n 
a t  l e as t o ne e s se nt ia l  fa ct , t h a t
re fe rr i n g t o m y  p o si tion . 

H e s um m a r i z ed t he c o nv e n
t io n  a ct io n  i n h i s o pe nin g p a r a 
g r a p h a s h a vi n g d e cla r ed " it s 
i n d e p e n d e � 1 ce i n ma t te r s  o f 
t h e o ry ." Jf t hat i s s o ,  what i s 
t h e n am e  o f t he t h o r y \\ · e no

w 
h o l d  T o a rr i v e  a t t his c o n 
c u l s i o n ,  S i gn e r  p la e d t

h
e di s . 

c u s i o n o n t he o r y i n t h
e fr a

m e 
w o rk o f a n e x c h a n g e of vi e w s 
o n  J a cq u e s D m :l o s  e r ilkal l e t
t er o n t h e d ra f t r e s u) u t i q n . T h a t 
w a s  n ot th e c a s e. 

S o m e  r e m a rk s w C' r e  1 rn u l
c i n 

t he d i s c 1 s s i o n  h n u t D ul' l o • ' 
o p in i o n l u t  t ha t  w .1 s not <:e n 
t r al J o t i  e s h or t <l i s c 11 �s i o n 0 1 
t h e o ry . 

T h e  D u cl o s  l e tt r c a me u p  at 

a n o t h e r li n e  o n t h e ba si s o l a 
p ro p o s ed r ep ly r ea d l o the c o n
\' e nli o n a n d t h e n r e fer r e d l 
t he i n c o  i n g • a ti o n al Com mi t 
te e fo r n al e d it in g . lt \\' a s s t at e d , I h i 11 k t ha t  t h e • iew s  o 
:M a rx i s t s o o t h e r  o o u n l ·i es will 
a h a vs r e ed v e  a w e lc oi w he ar 
i n g b u t t h e p a r t y  w i l de cide 
i ts i e w s  a n d p o l i

c
e s  

b
y i t s 

o w n i n d e pe n d e n t j u d � t l) t' ll t. 
H a v i n g a n in <l e p e n d o n t j ud g

m en t, m a J.; i n g cl c i si o ns a s  an i n 
cl pe n d e 1 1t b u t i n t e

rn
, tionally 

m i u d e d p .. r (y t h a t  \ \. {' a r e a n 
a l w a y s h a v e  b e e n ,  i s o ne thi1 g. 
S ta t i n p; t ha t w e h a v e de c l

a red 

fo r i n cl e pe n <l  } l e e  i n ma t t e rs f 
t h e o ry i -; q u i t e  a n o t h e r thi ng . 

\ V h a t t he c o n  e n t io n  d i d m a i n 
l y i n tb e · e d i o n  o f t h e d raf t  re -
o l u t io � o 1 t h e o r y w · i s t u u m

k
1 -

s c o r e  t ]1 e  n e c e ss i t y  o f . appr oac h 
i n g , u ml e rs la n d in g a 11 d a p plyi n g 
o u r  t he o ry n o t d o � m a t i call y , rnd 
i n d o ct r i n a ir e fa s h i o n b u t  f lex i 
b l y a m

.I c r e at i v el y a n
<l 

i n t
h

i s 
r e g a r d 1 H t a c c e p t i n g 1 m<:r i ti call 
t he v i e w o f M a r x i s t s 

o f  oth r 

J a n <l s b u t s u h j e c t i u g t h em an'
a ll v i e ws 1 t o t he l f' s t  of reasm , 
o f i n te rn , t i o n al a n d n a t i on al r ea -
it . 

It 
e n p ha s i z e cl the refo r  

t h at w e m u  ' t i n t e rp r e t and ap pl y 
o u r t h e o r y w i th fu ll r ega r d 

f 
r 

t h e s peci fi c.: fe at u rt • � of o m o w  1 

c o u ut r y . s I u lC l e r s ta.t 1d i , 
t h a t " ' a s t i e s e n s e  a n d meri t  f 
t he o d g ih a d r a f t w h ic h o n  th i s  
i m

po

r t a n

t 

p o i 11 t r m a i n c <l 
UI -

c h a ng e d . 
J l o w e v e  t o O \' er co m e  we ll 

l J a s e cl f a r t ha t t he k' rm " i n 
l e r p r t " a n<l o t h e r fo r mulat io n s 
i n t he d ra t m ig ht m ea n  a r e
j e ' t l o n f t h u n i v er -;ct l

i
ty o f 

la r x i 'i 1 n, L n i. 11 i s m a n d h e nc e  o f
i l s v ali d it y fo r o ur  c o un tr y ,  i n i 
po r t an l  a m e n d m en t s w ere m ad
a m o n g t h e i n t h e fo llo w in g s tate
m e n t : " � fa r i s m - L e ni n i sm i s a 
s • i e n t ifi c a na l s i s o f t h e u n iv er 
s a l a n d o hj e <:l i e l a w s o f  s o cia l 

d 
V C'

l o p n e
,

i

. 

It 
i s t he 

g

e ne ra l 
i za t i o n o f t 1e e x p n i e n ce o f  I h 
w or k in � d � s s  o f e a ch <. · ot rn

t
r 

a n d o f a ll I n d . a n d l ik e all d
e n

ce 

i a n i n t e
rn at

i o n al p ro d u c t. " 
S o m 11< : h fo r g e n e ra l  a p -

p ro a ch . r o , a b o ut s o m e fa

c
t s. 

S i g n e r  r ep o rt s  m a 'i  o pposi n g 
t h e fi n a

l 
t e x t. H d o e s n qt 

q 11 ot e a 1 o t h e r  c o m ra d to t h
e ff e ct t h t I h e d ra f t was a r -
j li o n o f � fo r xi s 1 � - Le ninis m. 

I <l i d  n o t o p p o s e t he t ex t  o n
t b e t h e , > r v n or d i d I v o t e a gain st 
i t . I p n l. i n c la r i fic a ti o n , e x -
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S · E A K Y O U R  P I E C E
pr e ss ing . tisfaction w i th its sub
sta ntial i 1 provement but pointin g out he r e  w e r e  s

till c a r ry 
o v e rs o f fo r m ul a ti o n s fr o m  t he 
o ri gi n al � xt w h ic h w e r e  a m b i g;uous an could mean all things 
t u a ll m n .

I s a i d  t
h
a t  s ci e n c e r e q u ir e s

p r e ci s i o n  o f fo r m u l a t i o n  - s in c e 
v a g u e n es i n t h e o ry d o es h a rm 
i n m a tt s o f p r ac ti c e .  I e x 
p r es se d g r e em e nt t h a t  w e  m us t 
s t ud y v a · i o us as pe c t s o f t h e o ry 
( i n fa c t 

I it w o ul d n " t h ur t if a 
p

r o
g r a m b e w or k e d o ut fo r  

m em b e r I i p  a nd l e ad e r sh i p) b u t 
I statetl t h at the se l e ct i o n  in the text or f urt her stu d y  o f " th e 
t li e o ry n t h e s ta l e a n d th e d i c 
la torship of th e p ro l e t. 1 r i a t " c as t 
o m do 1 bt o n t h i r v ali d i t y fo r 

l m r co111 tr y a n1d I th ou gh t t ha t 
11 n wisf'. lt wa . a n impro ve m en t 
" · e r t h  o r i , · 1 al d ra f t w h i c h \\'ro n gly state I th a t L en in ' sth

e or y f th e s t a
le h

a
d b en 

11 1 od ifie <l h v th e c o 11 c pt of th e 
p o ssib il i y of the p e acefu l  t ran-

. s it i o n  t o so cia li s m . T ha t  c o u ld h ard l v l e  t h e ca e, since Lenin h i
m s� l

f 1 a d s e e n t
h
e po s  i bili ty 

an d ad o ca te d from �la rc h lo 
J u l

y an a g ai n  i n  S t' p tem b r 

HI J 7 t he p ea c ef u I t ra
n
s i t i o n t o 

ociali s n  i n Russ i a. 
t-. 1 y 

a
p p ro ac h o n

th
i s a n <l 

o th e r q ,esti o ns was s s� n tia ll y d iff e , en
t f ro

m 
th at of som e c o m 

r a d es wl o o p po s e d t h e fi n a l l e� t. 
A'! i  fo r m, � elf, 1 w o1·ked fo r, 
,; u p p o r t d a n d v ot e

d 

f o r th e 
111ai1 1 re olut io1 1s of the c o n v en 

t i o n , c o  1 s
id

e r
i
n g 

th
e m a c

ce
p

t
a bl e an1 a sub s ta n ti al i mI ?ro ve 
me n t  o r tlie o r igi n al <l r a tt s. I n
fa c t I r eg a r d th e c on v ent io n 
h oth i n ge n n al p o iltic . tl di re c 
t i o n an <ll 

i n t
h
e e

l
e c t ion o

f I a
d-

rs hip as gr ati f � 1 1 g and a pro
\'i <l ing: a ou ncl o r l..i 11 g  b a !. iS f o r
t he a lh-a11 c o f t he pa r t y  a m] its m as� w or k. 

- \\' i L LIA � I \\ E l.
. 

T O � E . 

On Albert Maltz 
And Lydia Bailey 

De a r  I D a ve Pl a t t :  
It � e em s t o m e th a t  J o h n H o w 

ard Lawson missecl the whole 
po i n t o f y o u r r e ma rh o n A l b e r t 
M a l t z a n d L yd ia B a i l ey. If I 
u n d e 1 s t o od y o u c o rrectly you 
w e r e s a y i n g if h e re h. 1 d b e e n  
ro o m fo r d i s s en t  i n the co mm u
n is t m o v em en t i n 1 9

46 as the re  
i s in 1 9 5 7, M a lt '.l w o ul

d hav e 
h a d a c h a n c e t o a r gu e h i s  po · i 
ti o n  in t h e m a r k e t place of idea s ; 
i n st e ad h i s  po s i t i

on was squ
e

lc h
e d b y a h i gh e r a ut h o r i t y. 

.A fo r  L yd i a  B a i l e y , T g a t h 
e r e d  fr o m y o ur c o l u m n th at yo n 
w e r e  n o t <l e fen di n g t he m o v i e 
b u t � h e r i g h t  l o e x p r e s s  an o pin
i o n a b o u t i t i n on r . p r e s. w ith

o u
t 

h a v il \ g t o a p ol o gi z
e 

p u h lidy o n 
o r d e r fr o m  a b o v e b e cu u s e t

h e 
o p i n io n h a p p<> n e d o be a 
" w ro n g" o n .- J 

.C . A . • • 
T i m es  A r ti cl e on

Hous i n g  an d N e g o es 

E di t o r , D a ily Wo rh r 
Tl R eal Esta! s ed i o n o f tl

1 e 
l e Y o r k T i m es fo r F e b rua r y  

3rd ca rri e s  a n e x t · c rn el y i nte � 
e s tin g ar t icl e on 

h o u s i n
g 

a n d 

N e gro e . O n t h is q u
e st ion the 

m tropolita n  p r e�s 0 < ' s lit t l e e d i
t o r i a i z i n g. A m e ri e

, 
n d e mocr,u: r 

is pa
l n tl y  ve r  · l u n e ra

bl e i
n th is fiel d , s o t

h
e l e s s  s a id t he 

b tt r . 
J c .. il l 1 1 0\ t lie C o m m i ll P e  o n 

Segregation in W.ii5hington, D. conclus i o n that a g o od ] 1 o us e 
C., set up by President Harry S. just simply doesn't wa n t e gr o 
T r u m an r e p o rt e d �a c k t h a t th e t en a nts a n d th e ps y c h o l o g ic a l 

im p a ct u po n r e ce iv in g o n e  j u s t gr e a t re al t y b o ar d s w e re a mon g 

kn oc ks i t a n a w a y. the most arrogant earers of the But the Times goes on to prove 
w h it e s u pe ri o r i t y  i d e o l o gy th a t th a t n oth in g c a n  b e d o n e  a bo u t poisons a n d brings mora l d e t e ri- th is s t a te o f a ff a irs. " S peci a l Pro-oration to t h e minds of m ill i ons j e c t s Faff' i t tells u s . Yo u s ee, 
of A m erica n s. we a r e s u. ppose<l t o b e n a ive 

T h i s art i cle in t h e T ime s s tarts
: e p ou gh to be li e v e t h a t s eri o u s " Private Housing El u d e s Ne- e ff o rt s are be in g m a d e i n t h e d i -groes. " H ow. amazing

l y clarify- re c
t ion t o end t h e y e ar s  o f a 

i n g l Th e whi t e r e alt o r s· are 
o ut po l i cy of s egrega ti o n b u t t he t r ia l 

o f ra n g e and sight bu t can ' t y o u jus t  aut o m a t ically f a i J s . T h e 
s e e  t h e h o us e

· i
n 

th
e e x cl

u s i v e l y 
"
S pe

ci a l P r oj e c
ts 

F a il , " b
u
t n ot w h it e  a r ea s  j u s t  j u m pin g a r oun d wi tho u t a i d a n d e n co u rag e me nt w h e n a N e g ro h o m e h u nte r a p- fr om s ou rce , g o ve rn me ntal a n d pea r s. H o w  w ell they dod ge. If o ther wi s e. that re g ro c a

t
c

h
e s o n e  li ttl e o l d 

T
h

e n  t
h

e p un c h 
h
e a d

li n
e : "R

a -or ne w  house na pping, the re i s c ial gravit ati on t e
n
d s to tu rn 

s om e on e th
e r e t

h
e n e x t n

i

g ht •ope n ' p l o t s i n t o n o n- w hit e ghet-
w ith a bo m b  lo a venge the a p- tos . " In pla in er E n g li s h � e g ro es 

p r e he nc le <l dw e 1li n ¥,
, Who

? 
Th e  s ee k s e gr e gati

o n. S h a d e s of Lev-
Time

s ar ti c.:le <loes n t say . Neithe r itto wnl 
" Le. s tha n 1 perc e

nt o f  do e s  t
h
e F. B. I. , th er e

fo
r e ,  i t P

hila

d e l ph i a' s n e w ho u si n g r -
c o1 il dn't h av

e been C o mm unists. po rte d)y ha s bee n  a v ai la b l to 1 e t fr
o m t

he T
i m es : "

E
v e n e gr o es . " T

his 
i s t h e pa t e nt o f person a lly unbi a s ed builders h es - the cq u n try. il a

t e 
t
h ro u g

h f
e a . r o

f 6
n a n cia l · Jn cld e n t a

Jly, i n a n o the r st>c -
l os s.'' Hes it a te . o f c ou r se , t o s ell ti o n o f t he s a me p a p e r  we find 
l o  a 

1
e gro c i t iz e n . H e r e  t he i n - " C h t i ti a n s  ur g e d t o o p po se r a c-

f e r ence i s th at p r o perty depreci- i 'im." P e r h aps th e t w ain ha ll al e s  w
h e n or i f  a 

Ne g ro pm c h- me et ! I m
e an 

th
e r e a lt o rs an d a s e , 1; or m o ves i n . the  C h ris tian s. O n 1y t h e bill ions 

T h e p r oof t o th e cont rary ha s in p rofits Rowing fr o m  the real-
h e e n e s t a b l is h e d a n d s ub m i tte d t o rs ' poli c i e s  o f_ s e g r e g a t i on �tan ds 
time an d time ag ain. The Pr es i- betw e en th at me e t i 11 g . d

e
n t'

s c o mm
i
s s i o n  e x po s ed t h is 

\V
e

Jl, 
t
h

e r e  i s t he i
mmorali ty 

" B ig Lie" b u t the Times doesn ' t o f p ro
fits a nd so m e o f t h pr ofi t s men tion i t. F or a ll th e T i mes o

f n a ti
on a l 

imm o r a li ty . ca r e s  t h e r e a d e r c a n o m e t o  t h e - , vM . L. P A fIT ER S ON - -- · - -- - -- - - -- - -- - - - ' - - - -Y
�

u Can' t Le gall y Delay Integra tio n in Sc h o ols ,
Negr o A tt o rne y Te l ls Delawa re Segr e g at i o nists

\ V J L � fJN C T O 1, D el.  - A t tor - 1 th e a r e a - there i lack of fa cilitie s T he p ol ic e p owe r s o f the s late 
n y Lo ni J . R dd i n g , a t

to
n 1 e y  for fo r main ta i n i 11 g la w a n d o r d er i n I " ca n n o t b e u · e el t o s u p p r e ss " a n d 

; t he D l a , , a r e S t a t e N A AC P. la!. t enforcing iJ1t e gr alion i n one s pot ca nn ot nm c o u nt
e r  t o " c on tit u-1 w e k  in t he . S . D i s t

ri c t  C o ur t I w
h il

e s e g
re

g a
ti
o n s t ill e x

i
s t

s i n  
t io na

l Ji m
i t a t i o ns .

" 
; h e re br and 

d th <. · m 1 r t ro o m de - n ea r b y spo t s- an d that t h e a re a  I Ta c kling th e si n g l e c ommunit y 
f n c o f i .� S 11,. e � C o u 11ty _ s ch o o l  I bel? w  J:? o  r_ ( D e l )  is fr� a ll appli- � rg u_ men t, R e dding , ! 1 o te d t h .it it i s [ d . T hi

s 
t o rv , 

]ike I l � o a r� t o I g a�I> d el a y m t r g _ ra - c a tJO _ n s m t his c a  e a smg l e c o m -1 ' b  s ide tJ1e point. E a ch chool 
t h e Eotlt 

:
,
'.t

� �

v H er b e r t S i gn e r , 1 lio n m t h e p 11 b l 1 c < : h oo l a be 111g mu111 ty a nd h o u ld b e  r eg a rded as 
I 
bo a r d j r esp onsi

b l e- fo r 
it s  o wn 

ou r r ep c rt P r, �v a s  w ri t ten 0 11 th e " i ns u ffi ci 11 t in ]a , \. ," su c h in an y in t e gr at io n pla nn ing. c o m m uni t y an<l c a n n o t l e ga lly 
b a s i s of in fo r m a t i o n  g i ve n lo a ll R e

dd

i n g , \: ho , u p u n t il t h p a  t ' * ; c o mp lain that ·o m e  o t h
er di st

r i
ct 

I c b l s i x n\, on t hs wa t h e o n ly � t'g ro TH E ,;c ho o l boarc.1 , th e c r ap py is egr t1 a t ed. re p o r ter · at ) rie n n gs y � 1e 

I 
0 Cl

>
m m u ist P

a r t y  
c

o n ve n
ti
o n p ra d cin g a tt o r n ey i n t h e  wl tol e c ivi l ri gh t s  a tt o r ney po in t e d  o u t * 

p, ' e s
s o mmit tee. Sign e r w a s· s t_at e  _ _ for t h e l ast 2 7 y e . , rs l e\' cl ed c a n n o t ad va n ce re a o w  to ju s tif y IF T HE RE is u ch a in g le h

a r
re <l ro m th

e c
o n 

e n t
io n, 

a
s h1s h e ::il t h e s d

, o o l b o ard s  f rom de l ay u ntil a pr o m p t a n d reas o n -
c o m m un ilv } 

e C O! l t i n u e
d 

a 
in

g l
e 

0 t e r s  f rom all n e wspa Mil to n , : Mi l for d .  C r e em rn o d , L a u- a b l e s t ar t h a  b e e n  m a d e t o  com- I t· ' 1'.1 h b f · i' I . h wr re r t> 1 
. • ' • r e l, e

af or d a nd F ra 11 k fo r d -Da c1 s- p l y  w it h  t he . . Su
p r em e Co u rt ac 1 00 co u u �v e e n  _ 1 c m t e 

p
e
r s a n w ire se r v ic e s .  b _ 1 t'J O t f I f f t 1 \Ve eli e v e that t he p a p er' s or o n d  c al lru u p o n t he co ur t  t �l ord e 1 : o ut la wi ng s egr egatio n in the c_ ur or a r� m g  a c mg tie  n-

o v
era l l  ov

e ra g e  
o

f t h
e c o

n
v e

n- tl� ro, 
. 
t h e d

e fe ns e 0 11 1 , a n d  p er m it I pu b l 1 � s cho o l
s. On t

h
e
_ 
ba s

i s 
of the l i re c om m u1 11t

y . 
tion , o n si de ri ng al l c i rcum- hi s . c 1 e nt _ t o  �u te r _ t h e sc h o ols a s bo ar d s  a n s\\'e r a t  th i s  s t a g e ,  h e  T h e bo ards, it w a s a l O poi nted 

s
t
a n c e

s, 
r e

f l
e

ct ed 
t

he act u a l pr o- t h e ir  · o n sll l u t wn al ri g h t
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