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CHINA TODAY Differs on Wha t 
\\ t as  

N ew at {An ven tion E
d i

tor

, 

D

a

il

y W or k e r

: 

. 
I w o nde r e x a ct l y w h a t c on

ve n ti o n  . C . D ir ba w a s 
ta l k i n g 

a b ou t in h is l e t t e r M o J} d a y e n 
t i t l ed , .. The W iH  o f t t.. e Ma .: 

jo ri ty. " 
D i r ba  w arn s t he p ape r ,  o n 

pa in pa pe r .. o n 
pain 

o f " t h e . mo s t 
se r i o u s co nseq ue nc es 

fo r  

th e 
Pa r ty an d fo r th e P r es s c am 
p ai gn ," th a t i t m u st 

q

u i c k ly ad

j u s t  i tse lf ,  n o t  to th e h i s t
o
r ic . c o nv e nti o n . d ec

is

io n t o r e a lly 
b r ea k w i t h  t h

e le f
t s e c ta r i a ni sm 

. wb
ic h h a s h o bb l ed u s  fo r y ea rs,' 

b u t to a fi gh t a g a in s t e r ro r s " in 
t h e op po s i te d ir e c t

io n " ! H
e w a

rn
s th a t th e 

pa
pe r m u st q u i ck

l y  ge t in li n e, n o t w i t h  th e l o ng 
o ve

rd
u e a f f i r m a ti on 

o f t h e r i
g
h t 

o f fr i e nd l y c r i t i c i s m o f b r ot h e r 
p a r t i e s , b u t w i t h t h e ' ' fr a m e 
w or k " s uch c ri tici s m s ho ul d b e
i n ! 

T h i s i s i n d e ed a s e n s a ti o n a l 
t e ch n iq u e  fo r tu rn in g the c on
v e n t i o n  in t o th e ir o pp o si t e . A s 

if 
fo

r a ll th e s e  y e a rs w e  w ere pe r fo c
tl

y fr e e o f 1 f
t s c t a r i a m � m, 

a n d w h a t
. 
th e C o nve n ti o n <l i d  o n 

t h i
s. 

q u e st io n  w as t o .t s se i t t h e 
n e ed t o w at c h o u t 

fo
r 1 i g h t o p -

• p o rtu n i s m
. 

A s i f fo r a ll th e s e
y e ar s  w e  h a ve be e n fr

ee
l y  a nd · h o n e s

tl
y a n d 

fr
a nk l y e x c h a n � )ng 

c r i ti c i s m w i th t h e b r o � h e r  par
t i e s ,  a n d  th e c o n v en ti o n e x a

m
i n e d th i s p ro b lem a n

d 
v o t ed 

o v erw h e l m i n gl y t o p u t s u c h c li 
t i c i s

m 

i n 
i
t s p r o pe r fr a me w o r k! 

U s i n g t h i s t e c h n i q u e, y o u ,: an 

g o r i
g

h t d o w n th e l
in

e i n t o fan-ta s y la n d . A ll t h e s e  y e ar s , f or 
in s t a n ce, w e' v e b e en te llin g J a c 

q

u e s  

D

u

cl

o s  w e  d o o u r o w n in 
t e rp r e

ti
n g o f 

: M
a r x

is
m - L e n i 11 i sm 

i n a c c or d a n c e  w i t h t h e r eq u ire
m e

h

ts o f t h e A

\ l
E

R J C A  
cl as s 

s
t

ru

g
g

l e a n d d e m o c r at ic t ra di
t i o n s , a n d w h

a t  t h is c o n v e nl i o n

d
i

d. 

w a s t o th a nk h j
m w a rm l

y 
for lli

s J e t t e r
. (T

h e a n s w e r did 

t h an k h im , a f t e r  a ll . ) 
It i

s n o  w o n d e r t h a t r e ad e r 

D ;
r
b
a c an t hu s se e t h e  c o11 v cn 

t io n  d e ci s i o n s ' ' ba d l y v io l a te d " 
b

y 
t h e v e r

y 
ti

t l e o f a J o e  
C
l

ark 
c o l u

m

n " T h e T i to - K h rn
s h c hc v 

D

i

s c u ss i o n . " T h is h e a d in g, h e
a d n all y w r i te s, " i s t e 11 <l e n t io

us 

a n d s m ac

k

s 

q

f t h e 

_ 

. Y . T im e s. " 

P r es e 1v e u s fr o m  a re t u rn  t o 
t h a t n on s e ns e , w h e re e v er y w ord 
i �  w ei

g
h ed a nd t a s te d fo r s n m e 

.._, 

h
i

d <l

e n  s
i
gn

i

6 ca

u c e, 
a

n <l 
p u tt i ng 

o n e 
p

e r s on ' s n am e b e fo
r e  a n ot h � r  s b e c o m e s  s om et h in g s

in
i s t er . 

It is h a r d l o d i s a gr e e w it h 

D i r b a w h e n  h e s a y s "
t
h e d e ci -

. · s i o n s  of t h e C P c o nv e n ti o n  
a

r e 
o f t h e u t m o st im po r t an c e  fo r 
p r e se rv i n g th e u n i ty o f t h e P ar 
t y . . . , " J us t  l e t' s s t o p s t a n< .li n

g 

th i n

gs 

o n t h

e

i

r h e a d. T h e u n
ity 

o f 
t
h e p a r ty  in d ee

d d e pe n d s  o n 
r a

lJ
y
in

g 
to 

th
e 

b i
g 

c h a n
g

es v o t e d 
o ve rw he l m in gl y a t  t h e c o n ve n -

t i

on

, fo r 
a 

bre

a k w i th th e o
ld 

s ec t llria ni sm s an d  fo r a sen sible 
independe nt re l a ti on

s hip for the 
first time w ith th

e other parties 
of s oc i a li s m thr ou gh o u t th e 
w

orl d. I would say _ this sorely- needed 

g ood s e ns e w as ev id e nt i n our 
e d i

to
ri a l s o n  th e M idd

l e East 

l
as t , in w h i ch t hi s  pa per dis

a g r e ed w
i
th b o t h t h e Soviet 

U n io n ' s po s i t io n o p p o sin g free 
n a v i ga ti on o f A q a b a to Israel, 
a n d t h

e 
e w Y o r k Post's r e 

fu sal t o call a n i n v a sion an i n
vasion. \,V e said w e were for a basic settl e ment o f th e whole 
c o ld w a

r ,  wh i ch is " wh y w e o p 
p osed t he in vasion of E gypt b ut 
a l so s u p p o r te d th e I s r a e li d e 
ma nd fo r fre e navi ga tion in the 
Gulf o f  Aqaba . . .  w hy we o p
p o se d t h e  We � t

ern e f fo r t  t o 
s e i

ze the Suez _ Ca n al but als o b
a c

k

e
d 

t
h

e 
d

e m and 
fo
r 

fr e
e n a v 

ig ation in t he S u e z w ithout dis -c rimin atio
n. " 

T h i s i� t h e k in d of i nde p en 
dent g ood s en se w hich is th e 

ro
a d b a c k t o re a l i n fl u e n ce a n

d 
respe c t  i n thi s c oun tr y , to wh e r

e w e  c an a g a
in c a rr y 

s o
m
e w e

i g h
t 

an d get a n i n cr ea s i n g h e a ri n g 
for our w o nd e rfu l " p ro d u c t , " a 
so cia lis t U . S . A . fr e e  o f t h e  b ligh t ' of d iscrim i n ation, free fo r ever fr

o m f
e a rs o f d e p r e s s

i
o n

s 
o r 

w
a r s. • 

· E gypt a n d 
Israel 

• - L .• 
Ed ito r , D a i l v \ Y o rk e r: Be n j amin 'Da vi s, in h i s l etter 

o f M
a r ch 

8, d
e al s w

i
t
h 

r e la t i on s 
betw e e n  th e Jewis h an d Neg ro people . In ana ly

z in g A. \.Y. 
B e r r y' s col u mn a n d cit in g s o me 
m e r i ts in i t, D av i s finds a de
m er it i n t h a t  t he co l u m n ,  h e

s ay s, ] eaves a n  i m pression of a 
n e u t ra li s t p ositi o n by th e N egro 
peop] e on th e Is ra el i -Ara b con 
fli c t. H e t a k e s i ssu e with B err y's 
�t:.ltem e n t  that " the Tegroes '1re 
fo r t he a d v a nce of bo t h si des i n th e con fl ict. " 

I d o n ' t k no w h0w a c c u r ate i� 
B e rr y '� esti mate of Ne g ro senti
m en t , hut t o m e  it app ear s logi
<.· al an d pla11 sih le, be cause e-

LA BOR 

gr oes , 
a
n o ppress ed p e

op l e , a r e 
in sym pa thy wi �h E gy pt ians wh o 
de sire to throw off colon i al dom
inati on , e n

d with Jewish peo
p le 

w h o 

af

ter 

s o  m

uc

h . su
ff

er in g a r e 
tryin g to b u il d  th eir ow n s ta t e . 

Davis' c
laim! to wider obser

vations by citin g two N egro 
ne wspapers a n d findjng a g mwth 
of Moslem inf l uence in Negro 
comm unities a re not ver y con
vin c ing. No doubt the Neg ro 
pe ople oppose co lonialism a n d 
re co gnize a n  ide ntit

y w i t h Eg yp
tians o n  th

i s s c o r e, a s  w e ll a s
· on th e  score of r ac i sm . O f co u rs e 

th ey a r e n ot n e u t ra l a s  r e g a r ds 
colon ial po w er s . Davis be l iev e s  N e gr oe s " a re 
m os t l y pr o- Eg y p

ti
a n , a n d t hat t he y 

a
r e r i g

h t , in th e s ense t hat 
t

h
e y a r e an ti - co l o n ia l , n ot a n ti-

s emitic.• . 
It is true t

he gove rn m en t o
f 

I s r ae l 
h a s a p ro- Wes t o rie n ta

tion, a n d it is a t o ol o f im pe
r i a li s m . Ir a q , Sa udi Ar a b ia a n d
many other st at es rece i v i n g U . S. e co nomic and mil it ary a i d a r e 

· als o t oo l s o f i mp er i a1i s m , y e t 
no body que s ti ons their r i g h t  t o 
e xi s t a s  in d epe n d e nt s t a te s. B u t 

E g y p t  an d o t h e r A r ab c 9 un t r ies 
d e ny s uc h a r i gh t t o Js r a e

J
. 

Th e i nv asio n of E g y p t  by 
B r it ain , Fr an ce a nd Is r a el w as 
a n a ct 1 0£ a gg re s si o n, ju s t l y c on 
dem n

e d by th e world. S i n c e  th e n  t h
e in v a

de r s 
com p

l ie
d 

w i t h t he 
UN decisio n an d w i t hdr e w. 
Egy p t has a r i gh t  to c om pl ete 
inde p en d e n ce, a n d s o ve r

eign ty 
ove r Suez. B ut as of no w E g y p t · 

d oe s n' t ple d ge t h a t it w ill s t o p
rai di n g  Isra e l, d e nies Is ra e li s h ip pin g free<lo m o f 

na viga ti o n , a nd 
r efu se s t o ma ke pea ce w i t h  Isr a e l. 

It s e em s t o m e th a t  p ro pe r  r e
la ti on s  b e t w e en the Je w is h a nd 
Ne gr o p eo p le s ca nn ot b e _ b a s ed on the a tt itud e of b e in g m e r ely 
• 'pr o - E gyp ti a n." Rat

h
e r  t h e y sho u l d  be u sed on a n a n t i 

co l o ni a l pol icy, s truggl e fo r N e 
g r o rig h ts , ag ain s t an t i- Se m i ti sm, 
a nd a re cog n i ti o n t ha

t t h e A
rab 

w o rld sh o ul d b e p ersu a d e d to 
concl u de a pe a ce se t tle m e n t w it

h 

Isr a e l.-F. 

B R IEFS 

A PRO GRAM for American u n ion m e mbers l o study l ab o r  p ro b 
l ems in Br itain h a .,; been anno unced b y t he Institut e  of Inte rn a ti o na l Edu cation, 1 E. 6 7th S t., New Yo

r k
. Cl

o s i n
g da t e 

fo r a p pli c a
t
i on 

is April 1 , 1957. · 
F o ur f u ll sc h o l a r s h i ps fo r t h e co m i n g a ca d e m i c y e ar (O c t. 1 9

57-
J une 1 9 58 ) are av a ilabl e: three at Ru s k in Co1l eg e  of O xford U n i v e rs 
it y _ a n <l o n e a t  � o l e g Ha r 1 e <: h i n W a l es . 

C a n
<l

i

<l
a

t
e s s h o u l d  b e a c ti v

e l y  p a rt i ci p a t in g i n  s om e  p h a s e of 
th e l abo r mov e ment. Ea<.:h s tu d en t is expe ct ed to retur n t o a ct iv ew o r k in th e t r a de u u io n  m o v e m e n

t 
i n t

h

e U.S. 
The Rusk i n Co He g e w a s  founded p r

imarily t o afford a c oll e g e
e d uca tion t o  Bri tis h i ndust ri al workers who h ad n o t ha <l  5u c h e du-c ation. T he c u rri

c u lum i s  d
i r e

ct ed chiefly t o  soc
i a l 

s tu di
e s, e s

pe 
c ially h i-;tor y, e conomics, i n dustria l rel a

tions a n d thtory a n d p r ac 
tice o f go v ern m e nt. 

B y  SI DN EY S H API RO 
PEK IN G  WHAT WITH th
e 

first Na 
ti o n a l A gric u l tur a l S h o w an d 
o

f 
C on f e re nce of Out st a nd ing 

Peas a nts , b
o

th h
e

ld he re in Pe-
ki ng , Ch n a ' s fann ers_h ave been 
p ro m ine nt ly featured in the newt 
la te ly . 

Wh e n  the Peopl e's R epublio 
w a s  e s tabl is hed in 1949 there 
wa s a 

l
o t o f spec u

la tion abroa d ,  . 
and h e re t oo fo r th a t m a tter , u 

t o wh et h e r th e n e w re� e- could 
solv e  the a g e-o l d  pr oble m 

q

i 

fe e d ing C h in a ' s hu ge popu lati on, 
gro wing at the rate of twelve 
m i11i on p e r y e ar. Ca lam ity  how l
ers s c offe d at t he land refor m  
pr ogram, c omplet ed i n  1952; 
th e y s a i d d i vi d in g up the bi g • es t ates amon g the t e n an t - fa rmen 
w o u

l
d s o l ve 

no thin
g . C

hin ese 
fa r mers were too bac k w ard, t hey 
la cked f arm impl em en ts ,  t h e ir  

tec hn i qu e wa s poo r , th e y  wer e short o f fe r t il iz e r , t he ir l and w as 
b

a d l
y 

i n n ee d o f ir rig ati on . 
W orse sti ll , Ch ina was l aunchin g a
n 

al l-o ut ind ust ri al -6
p a n

sio n
, 

fi na1 1 c ecl pr imar il y by in come 
from agricu l tural p roduc ts. Thi s, 
s a i d  t he pe s si m i s ts , wo u l d b e the last straw; t he peas a n ts wou l db
e c ru

s
hed 

b
y 

a n im pos si b l e 
he av

y 
bur d e n .  ,

Y e t 
to d a y , de spite aJ l th e dire 

pr ed i c ti o ns , t h e Ch i n es e pe ople are ea t ing bet te r t h a n bef o r e. 
Al t h o ugh th e popu la tio n b a s 

b een incr e a s ing by t \�o per ce nt 
a ye ar sin c e  1 9 4 9 , t h e a nnu a l 
g r ain ri s e  has b e en 8 . 5 p erce nt. 
F rom an a v e r a g e  o f  ab o ut 300 
Jb s . of grain pe r pe rson bef ore 
li be r a t io n , · th e a m ou n t con s u me d 
in 1 9 5 6 w a s 704 J bs . It i s  a nt ic i
pa te d  t ha t by 19 6 2 , a t  t h e  e n d
of th e S e co nd Fiv e Ye ar P l a n ,
gra in p ro du c:ti o n w ill r ea ch 800 
lb s. p e r capi ta . 

• 

. M.A i Y FA C
T O RS h

a v e  co ntribut e d to th e  f ull r ic e  bo w l 
o

f th
e 

C hi
n e s e  c

it iz
e n

. Th
e 

go
v 

ern m ent eliminated spec ul ators
a n d ho ar pe rs , an d h

a n
d

l e d 
t h

e 
distrib u tio n  fr o m areas o f p le nt y 
to a r ea s o f w a n t. It m a de l o w
i n te r es t lo ans, supplied far m im
p

l
e me n t s, f

e

r t
ili

z e r , c o n s um e
d 

goods , b ou g h t  u p t he farmer's 
pr od u c ts a t  fa i r p ric e s. 

Bu t what re a ll y t u r ned th e trick 
-a s t he A gri c u l t ura l S h o w an d 

t he Peas a n ts  Co nferen c e  so gra
p hi c aJl y de m on s tra t e<l - aw s th e sc i al re v ol u ti o n on t h e fa rms. 
T h ro u g h t h e i r o wn e xpe r i en ce , 
.e s p e ciallY . in the l as t fi ve y

ea rs , 
th e far me �· s d i s c o ve r ed t ha t w h a t 
th e Ch i n e s e  C o m mun

is t Party 
t o ld th e m  w as t ru e- \Vor k in g t ogeth e r  in cl ose c o oper a ti on th e y 

c ou l d  inc r e a · e t he ir o u t pu t a n d 
ra is e their inco m e s. O v e r  90 pe r 
c e nt of C h i n a' s fa r m ers ha ve 
p ooled t he i r  l an d in collect i v e
fa r m s  w h e r e t h e y s h a r e  pr ofi ts 

accordm1 to the wor
k 

eacfi 
me mb er-including hi s  wif e and 
older kids-puts in. Noth ing • 
pekl f or the use of � land .. 

At the P easants C o nf e r ence, 
delegate after delegate came 
fo rwa r d to tell how his co)lec- • 
tiv e far m  overca m e n atu r a l dit
ast ers  w hich wou ld h a ve s peUed rum in the old d ays. , 

. , 
U SHUN-TA� Jea ds a collec

tive farm in S ha n si . Provi nce 
mad e  up of M poor pea sa n t 

house h olds. A h a i l st o rm las t July damaged M 'per cent of the  cro ps. This was foJl ow ed by 
a drou ght, t he n  a ra in.s t o� b le w down houses an d in un 

da ted part of the fi e l d s. 
E

ve ry
bod y p i t ched in to sa v e w hat · was left , and 

p
l
an ted turn ips 

and oth e r qu ick- growin g v e ge 
t ab le, to repla ce the d e mol
is hed cr o ps . S om e m e m be rs 

_ were o rganized 
t o raise p igs and poul try ; o t

h
e rs we r e  p u t t o s i

lk
w o rm b r ee d in g , p r es si n g · v e ge

ta b le o il seed s , m iJ
H
n g flour. 

N o ne o f the se e nte r prises w o u 1d have been po$Sible to a n  in d i
vid u al pe a sa n t ha v i n g fo m a k e 
the neces sary in itial out l a y  h i m- · se lf. Th e r e

su lt w a
s th a t , a f t er 

re pair in g t h e dama ged h o u se s, dams and r �ds, the c ol lec t ive 
h ad e no u gh J e f t o v er to g iv e e ach member 

h o u s ehold a n av
er ag e ne t in c r ea s e  o f 1 5 . 8  pe r 

cent ov e r  the pr e vious y ea r . I n  a r ea s w he re co n d it i
ons 

hav e bee n  -f a
ir ly norm a J , ea ch ye ar of co ope r ati v e far

m in g has 
sh o wn  an even m or e m a rk ed 
rise in 

a
gricu lt u r al pr

o d u c t i
on. 

Ta king 19 48 as 1 00, the r e  w a s a 
s t ea

dy incr e ase in 
n at i

o i:, a l g r ain 
h a rvets: 1 95 1- 1 28; 19 53 - 1

45
; 19 55-162 . 5. T

h
e 6 n al 1 9 56 

gr ain figure s are n o t y e t a v a
il


a
b le , bu t es tim

a
t
e s  

p ut 
t h e m 

at 

l e as t  10 m il li o n  tons ove r 1 9 5
5. 

• 

COOP ERATI VE far m i n g a sp r ac t ise d i n  Ch
i n

a is 
s

o m et h in g 
n e w i n  the wo rl d, a nd i t is n ot s urpri sin g t ha

t blu n
d

e r s h a v e
b ee n  made or th at shor t c om i n gs 
e x

ist
. Ave r a ge yi eld

s pe r . a cr., 
i n  two co ll ectiv e s, thoug h h i

g

h
e r th an w ha t -t h

e pe as an
t 

s tru g gH n g
aJone w as able to prod u ce, ar e 
s

ti ll fa
r 

b
e l

o w th eir a c t u a l  po
t e nt ial, g i ven p ro per s cie n ti fic 
c a re . Ric e yie ld s ar e o n l y a boµt 
OM t hird of th eir actu a l po te nt ia

l, whe a t o n e  
h

a lf , -
a nd 

-<. 'Om 

o ne  s e venth . China' s wh eat 
a cre a ge i s s ec o nd o n l y  t o t h e
Un i te d  St at es , b u t its wh ea t 

y i e
ld pe

r a cr e is . l e s s  th a n  o n e 
th ir d  o f w h a t is h a rve st ed  i n 
C re a t B r i t ain . M o re fa r me rs ar e 
now t aking short co u rse in a gr i c u ltµral t ech n i qu e , a n d g o v e rn
m ent ex pe rt s  a r e g o ing a ro u n d 
to the co ll ec ti ve s t o h e l p  . t h em 
lea rn s c i entific farming . 

P ig b r eedin g h as bee n s li
d
i ng 

do wn hill s ince it hi t a pe a k o
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