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eFa

ll
ow i

n g  ar • mor ,  let ter, in the 
c

u
N"e nl c U, c ua , i o n of Amer 

ica n 
M Ol'fflll a n d 1M 

S mM t  

U nion

. 
�

• 
over 300 

w o , ,
d, 

"'ca n not b e  pr inted in f ull . 
CA,Jlecti ve 

Work N ot a My s t ery  
. LO S AN G EL ES 

E d ito r , D a i ly W or k e r: 
I 

ha ve 

rea

d J

ose

p h 
C

la r

ie
's 

a

r

tic

l e d ea ling w ith t he 

"N

e w 
Po licy" in th e So viet  U n io n , w i th 
m uch in te r es t . In ' 

the 
· m ain , I 

fin d m y self hi a gr ee m en t· w i th 
his pos i ti o n. 

N ow I - m ay be n ai ve , bu t i t 
is m y be lie f th a t w he n a w o rke r ' s
p a rty m ee ts . in 

co n v e� tio n a n d 
issu es st a te m en ts, tb e pu rpo

se 
o f th

ose 

s ta t em en ts is to e x p r es s 
a s cl ea rly a nd as a c c ur � t e l y as 

t 
poss ib le, . th e _ pos i tio n _ tha t h as 

'f; bee n a rri v ed a t  a s th e · r es w t of 
}_ .-

p rio r di s cu s si on in 
t
h e · o rg an

iz
a -

1 li
o n  a nd wi th pe rs

o
ns not in th e 

t.5 
_ _ . - o

r g a o
iza

ti o n . I 
am 

n
ai ve -e n

o u
gh

, 
i in o the r w clrd s ,  � be l ie v e  \ b a t

t he d oc ume n ts 
o

f t h e • 2 0t h  C o n
g r e s s  m ea n e x a c tl y w ha t th e y 
sa y ,  n o  m o r r , a n d n o l e � s ; a n d 
I in t er pre t t h e m t o m ea n : 

1. A ll m en :i n d w o m en a r e 
h u m an a n d  t he r e fo r e li a b le to 
e rr . T ha t � el u d e s  M a rx , Le n in, 
S ta li n , Kr us hc b e v , F os

t
er r y o u 

� n d I . 

2

. 

Th

e re
fo re

• 

a ll d

ec

is

i o n s  

sl1

o
u

l d 

be 

t h e r

es

u
l
t 

o
f co ll ec ti ve 

t hin kin g . As m y fa th e r us e<f t o 
s a y , 

"' Tw o 
h

e a ds a r e 

b

e tt e r  th a n  o ne , e v e n if . o ne ' i s  a sh e ep ' s 
bead . � · 

3 . T he pa rt y  i n th e So v ie t 
U n io n , a s t he l e a d in g p a rt y o

f 

s o ci a l ism in t he w o r ] d, a n d  t h e 
gov e rn ing p a � l y  o f a ' la r g e  co u _n �_ 
tr y, · h as t h e r e s po ns i b ilit y -t o e nd · 
t h e te n d e ncy to t he gl or i6 c ati9 n 
o f th e in d iv icl u � l  a nd p la ce . h im 
i n pe rs pe c ti v e i n . h is t o � ·.v -a n d i n 
re la t io n s h i p  t o . t h e g r o up . 

I n o t h e r w o rd s , i f i � n ec e s sar y fo r ea c h ind iv i d u al t o w o r k co l
le ct i v e l y  a nd s u b m i t t h e r e s u lt s
o f h is t hink in g to c o ll e c t i v e . e x 
a min a t io n ; a nd i t i � n ec e s s a ry 
th a t a ll p l a n n in jl; , a ll th i n k in g b e 
d on e c o ll e ct i v e l y . T h is , in m Y  
o

p
i n i

on , i m p
Ji

e s t o 
d e ro g a t io n o f. 

th e i n di v id ua l , b u t ra ll1 e r a ca l m , 
ob je

c ti v e  
�

p
p ro

a c h to a ll indi v i 
d u als a nd a ll p r o b l e m s . 

I n a tt e mp ti n g t o 
a
p pr a i s e th e

tr e me n d o u s  a cc o m pJi s h m e nt s o f 
th e S o v i e t . U n i o

n 
i n t he p a s t 20 

y ea rs ; a nd in r e j ect i n g a n y a d u l a 
t io n o f  th e i n di v id u a l s in v o l

ved 
b u t p la c in g t he e m ph

a sis o n t he 
g ro u p a n d  th e i r co lJ e ctiv e a c
co m p li s h men t s ,  th e pa r ty o f t he · 
S o v ie t U n i o n is se tt i Q

g a n ex 
a mp l e o f co ll

ec

t iv e  w o r k t o th e wo rl d , ta k in g c oll ec t iv e re s po n -
1 ib i li ty fo r e rr o rs , as t h r y sh o u l d , 
an

d · se
tt

in
g 

t h e s ta ge for g r ea t 
er a cco m p lish m e nts . 

T h� se · p ro g re s s iv � who a r e  
loo k in g fo r m y s te ri o us re a s o n s a n d  w h

is pe rin g a bou t m yst e r ious cri m es th a t t he c a pi tal ist pre � is sh o utin g a b o u t , a_r e , in m y . o pi n io n , m er e l y  
t 

a 1li n g into th e 
t r

ap se t fo r t he m b y th e ca p itu l-
1 is t p re s s. - N . B . 

I . • 

· !
U

n

av

o i da b
le 

De ve lo pmen
t 

Edi to r , Da il y \ Vo rk er : 
I
t see ms lo me t ha t i t wa s u n 

a v oida b le , u n d er t he t hen e x is t Dll condi tio ns , tha t a S ta l in 1 bou ld 

ha ve 

eme rg ed d _ uring tl .e 
It.ill fo rma ti v e yea n _ o f t he Sovie t 1 ,U nioo.  The c oun try , as is we ll 

known 
wa

s surrounded b y a 
who le  w o r ld o f open l y mena cin 1 
powers . And i

f 
the new Russ ia 

w as  to su rvive t he pa ck of -wo Una tiom ( led by t
he .mip ty 

U . S. A.) tha t were ou t to -::% t i-. Sovie t U n ion in 
itl , 

it laad . to build its defensi v e  
� � lbrally ,  wjth ...., :. 

l 
� .. , - : : ..:J : :t ! :: 

..

-the & nt Soc ial ist st a te- a colu
sal drea m  com e  true-had to be 
m ade secur e, or it w ould  die. 

T h e s e  le a d en wh
o today ri l e 

l i ke great new giants and burl 
p enunciatory rocks at the body 
o f  the dea d Sta l in must h ave 

been v ery willin g to let. that 
same S t alin ma ke. tlwt de ci.1iont 
the n . Th ey d id not . dare � 
the responsibility in those· fate
fu

l 
c ritica l days . O t

h
env� Stalin 

co u ld : not have a tt ained . such · 
fri ghtful, ov�rwh elmihg pe rs onal 
power. B 1;1t they were the eager 

a nd willing ·wat er, as it were, 
. that, inevitably, made the Stalin 
plant grow. 

N ow th ey ho wl with v ast, s elf 
righ t eou� . indjgn ation! It would 

become th e m  much b etter. if 
th

e
y w ou ld , fi r st, publicly m alc e 

s l as hin g, pun is h ing atta c ks · upon 
th e ms elves. · 

. I th in.le · i t  wou ld ha ve been 
far w iser and much. more con
s t ruc ti v e t o le t a • l at e r ge ne ra
tion (fro m which- they -wou ld be 
e xcl ude d ) t o b e th e ju dge o f 
St alin. Mea n w h ile, they C Qu l d 
ha ve ins t it ut ed · w

h
a

tev e r ch an ge s 
irt policy; th ey tho ught desirable 
a t p r e � eu t ( a m on g t he m �t wel
com e of wh i c h ar e th e subs tit u
ti on of collecti ve for in divid ual l
e a

dership a nd a r es o r t to de m 
ocr atic p r acti c e s gen erally), with
o ut this a ccom p anyi ng dis ru ptiv e 

a nd 
h a nn fu l 

u

p h e a va l. T he m ind 
c r i es • o ut : If th e re w a s s o m u ch · 
s e l f

-s e rv i n i( i n v en t io n s u b stitu t
ed 

fo r. fac t · all a long, not. .. ___ ,...._ as 
,ve koow, �p posed by e ' p

re se n 

le a de r s
, how · d o w RO W  t\} at 

th e y. R re telling- t e truth no w
? . As for u s, the s u

pr em e l ess o n in thi s w h ole hor rifying and 
s

h ocki n
g · bu s in e s s is no

t tQ be 
cre a tures da

ncing to the (often 
n n i

n
l
e ll ig i b l e) gr� ac es o f o th e rs, 

but to use o ur br ains in ou r own 
r ig

h
t, c re a ti v e

ly, ne ve r ab dic a t
ing in d i

viduatfty. O th e r wise, t he 
s u n a n d  th e s tar s , th e h eaven s 
and the earth-the w h

o
l e u ni 

v ers e p
l
a ce d in o ur poc k e ts, 

w o uJd be wo r thl e ss.- A.S. • 
I mpor ta nce 
O f  Fac ts 

Edit or ; D a ily Worker: 
I a m a fo rmer sc h oolt eacher, 

a victim o f the contiuing witc h
hu n t in N. y. sc h o ol syst em. 

A lan Max's article in which
he -asked s ome r elevant � nd 
ho ne st quest�o ns wa s very m u ch 

i n  order. The e n s uing discu ssion, 
in my opiniin, r ep re.scnts a mile

s to ne in t he history of °l ' r p ape r . Th e fra nkne ss, s incer, \ tv, an d 

poin tedn e ss of the da scussi o n 
fill � the pages of the D\V w i th 
som e  m uc h ned ed fresh a ir. 

Diff
e r ent re

a
de rs  wiU a p

proach the dis cussion fr o m different angles. My im medi ate dr
cle consists of t eac hers, ar tis t s , wri te rs. Man y o

f , , hom w er e 
memb ers of our organization at one ti me. 

AU of t h e m are symp a t hetic to our caus e, but were i n c apable 

of sto m a ching a blind, unc ri
tica l 

alleg i an ce to t he USS R. T hey 

re sent� the papal tnfallibility a t t rib u ted t o  Sta lin
. T hey resent

ed the a tt itu de o f many C o mm u nist s wh o t hink that one be
c om f '..1 a M a rJci t sim p ly by 
adopting t he n ame and me mo r
izing a f ew q uo t n fro m the Ma r xis t classics. Th is latt e r  t echnique used as a substitute fo r the hard gri nd
ing stu dy r eq u ir ed t o un ra v el the c o mp � x p rob lems of our 
time . 

The curren t  discuss ion p rova  
that w e  a re 1erlous ly tryin 1 to c o mlNat these evil L We mu st 
.a lto iEABN H O W t o oombat t h e m. Iii thi s respect the Jiader. 

� - • �� r� 
jty • • T o 1111.t _ .,..  w e  be 

- � ... wm ov er � t o  .. 
' J . -

m ust and aLoold &iven to 
tuch people wt publbtionl u 
I. F. · Stone , Cor)ia Lamont, 
William Mand el, . t h e M onthly · Review for beinc .a, uch  cber 
to the trut h on� the, .... 
of the put few y eua.  tho " 

were.· W e  -llav e much to learn 
. from their approach .w hich • 
aim t h at tbi fada be well . .  
tablished befGr9 conclQSionl .can 
1Mt drawn w ith any d e g ree · of 
s cien� accura cy. 
- A  Da i

l
y BeMler from Queen, 

• 
�to lle,,iew .

!J terature 
v to ll eview U SSR, 
_Editor , Dail y WO!"lcer: 

,.,.. 1 w ....., .. .,. ed did Im --... --•·
invit ed frank da,..,,._ WhSe pm m ull � t1lil cr.tidlm, · chiJd..ldltla fl .., 

�'i. =� fl

- ·  I tbiak there m ay aw. bem 
mitfpda1 faeton Ill the Somt 

• �11 re: Stalia pt • ••'
aaaimt. the •cold wit': WII am; 
ption for us. But ,vh m la die 
history of o ur movellllllt wae 
there not such aplanatiamP 
F.xpedience ii not Its own jmti-

. ficatio n. 
A n  objective re-ewnfnatm of 

our r ecent past hu beea develop
ing ever s in� the publica tion� of 
"'The Amer ican Way.• One im
portant reas o n f or thi s  wu that this p rogram & r it a p� u a 
draft with the c lea r. t hldica tion  

that fra n k d iscus sion w u  not 

• 

·Dlle rnd • Held 

Caocl Sip 
Edilm. Ddy Won er: . · � : 
Tbe . decision to throw the

ri>hmam o f  the n... �  Werk . 
. -- J L _�I 'PIii to re a d e r s• comritenfl a DOUI : 

the !Oll a  Co i

igrea of the -CP U S ; 
.. pema· the best indicati o ll ' that .the c .:: of. th a

t 
� I 

are beina properl y uoclent oQd· : . here. C
r
i ticism  a nd 1 elf«it ic- - 1 

um must ' be co m p_lete and oped. · 
t o  b e  N H-corrective. , i 

The ,prnmg that ,n, hav• 
heud re� trdlv tha t ari ticam 
JO ust be •oonstruct ive• .bas too 
often meant the sti.8ing of �t 
criticism. . 

.. 

'
i On A la n  Max's point of plac

ing e m phasis o n "'t h ree y ea rs o f  
criticism a nd exa mmation in
tb�ir dail y Jives. • • • " . Such a 
state ment sho ws a �!ear l ack o f  reacJing of Soviet newspapers 
an d �ga z ines -a uch u . Ne w . 
Time Sovi et Literah.lre, S oviet Worn . For .a L astin g Pea� . 
You w ould se e that criticism has 
been g oing on for ma n

y , m an y 

· m ere ly -allow e d- b ut vilal to a 
co rrec t  li ne. 

We deman d of the bour 1e oi
sie that t hey permit f ree -� ; lioll · o f  socialis t · ideas, qootms at them th e  dictu m that truth hat 
nothing to fear from free db-' 
cussion. Too of ten we ha ve fail_. 

I

year s. 
. ,Y ou s ay, "'W e  sh ould g

i ve 
th

o u
gh

t to o u r 
�

wn rol
e i n ac 

ce p ting ma ny thi n g.. a b o ut the_ So vi e t Un i on w hi c
h 

S o v
i
e t Marx is ts. a r e no w criti c iz i n

g . " I t wo uld be -bett e r p u t if we say 
tha t  i f w e acce p t ed  s u ch ide a s , 
we d id so- becaus e we did n o t trou ble· t o . read t h e li tera tu r e 
a nd 

pr e s s  of the Sovi e t Uni o n 
. _a. rid. th u s in � po i tio n to rea

liz e t t ru th .o f ,l.h e se m at 
t . the r w o rds, a reat � ri t
icism would be of our ow n r ea

d 
ing ha bits in t his co unby - o f · read in g only t h e sens ati�na l , th e . 
exciting, th e • 9ne day won d e r .'  

Y ou s;tY _ that ' We d .isc.'Ou r ag 
e d  se r io

u s dis cu ssion a nd c r i t
c ism of S o viet book s, e tc. " Her e 

I can who l e h ear t ed l y agree with 
y ou. The Da il

y W orker h a s 
c e r

ta
in l y d isc o u r ag ed s e r i o us dis c us s i o n by N O

T r
e vi e w in

g 

Sov i et 

b

oo k s and boo ks fr o m  
China in . ma n y  months (y.ea r s ? ) . Th� Da il Y,  ha

s 
no t. 

r e v i e,ved or l
made kno wn .the man y .fi p e I books t hat ar e her e- in Eng l is h . 
(Onl y one Chiqe se novel h as eve r been revi ew e<l..:.and 

t ha t w as on e N OT a v ailable in En g 
li s h!)-.. UN J OLTE D" • • 

A Pro grses ive 
So cjety 

Ed itor , 
D

a
il y 

W o r ke r: 

The e x citing di s c u,ssion th a t the r a d ic al de par tur e fr o m t h e 
d octrine o

f Stalinism t h e pres en t  
l �1ders o f t he S o

vi e
t Un i on h as 

The Ma rdt m ovemen t needs 
more of t his. kind of leadership 

. . � a leader ship which listens to 
t he m asaes as J ohn Swift in hii 
many ar ticles in Po li tical Alain. 
Our lea dership has a responsib iJ.  
i tv t o  co mpel that wid e range 
of fre e!"wheeling tho utdi t . Tim 
is th e onl y r e a l t est of po litical 
_lin e . It is th e only path o f cre-
a tiv e Mar xis m. 1 

Fr.m1d y ; we ha v e ·no t yet 
cr eate d su c h an a tm osph ere with
in 1nd aro und ou r mov ement. To 
be wro ng or se em to be wro ng 
has. �n · m a de to appear u 
an ti - Pa r t y. To affirm th e  pro
found contribution s  of Marxists 
an d lea

d ing M a rx ists is not to 
d e fe nd the thesis what w e  hav e 
a m o no pol y o n b rains . Ou r  m inds
have not al ways �n the best. 
T he y c ou ld  have been bette r if 
w e  le a rne d 

th e a rt of listeni ng 
as well as we lea rn ed the ar t of 

· ed to app ly it within o ur  o w n  ranb. It seems to me t hat a cet- ' 
taJn contem_pt _ for the ranJc· a n d  · f ile  is implied in the con st an t 
feu tha t "'Destruc tive" criticism had toi be sti led -a, thou ih · 
A mer ican Marxists were not ma• 
ture ·eno ugh to be able to r e c- · 
ognize the argument of a p ro-' vac it eur. 

• i 
William Z. Fo s te r empha sizes that the se riou s err ors of St a lin 

c an be e valuated -most aut h o r i t ati vely only by. th0$.e lea
d en · 

-iyh o ha v� w orked closely wi th hi m  in th e. to p circles of the C P 
and go ve rnme nt of t he Sov ie t Unio n . " It would be hard 

to : 
qu ai rel with. the accura cy of thi s  
statem ent, but I wopder what i s

• t he  purpose of i t
.:..to ha v e  us . a ll hold our breaths u nti l the official· 

line co m es o�t? 

ta&in� I T hi s, I fe el, is a r esp o n sib ili
t y 

of the m ove m e nt in gene ral. But 
it is a r es po n s ib

ili
ty o

f 
the l ea d er ship in the fir st pl ace. Th e 

a rti
c l

e b y Al an M a x is 
an im 

porta nt s t ep in th�t directio n . T h
a t th e Dail y W ork er prin ted 

i t is a s e cond c o n tribu t io n .  The 
r e a ctio n w

h ic
h 

th
e se tw o thin gs have t rigge red is an indication 

o f  the po te n tial 
w hi c h e

xi,ts in 
such a free, u ni nh ibited atm o s-

We need more documents to 
di.1c uss intelli gen tl y, b ut · we n eed 

also an a ttitude o f critieal exa mina t i o n-of. t he s ame. c ritica l ex 
� ation we h a v e when ·  read in g 
s ta t e me

n ts f ro m th e l e ad en · o f capitalis t states. The fact th at 
T og lia t ti a nd U l

b richt s a y S t alin 
was wr on g  to ma in t ain t h a t tlw f 
cl a ss· s tm ggle co n tin ues a f t er 
soc i alism has been built does oo t prove Sta lin wro n g . Who s a i d  
what i s  u ni mp ortant. What m at
ter s  if , w he re i s th e  tru th ? Le t ' ,insist o n i t.-HANK 

Lehman Calls for P lai 
Of Full-Scale Hous ing 

p ro voked opens o pportun i ti es o. n, " • '"- ' W
• •

11

• •1 te •  ■ ar •• 
fav ora

bl
e for cons ci e nt ious , fa ir - W ASHING T ON,  M arch 28-Sen . Herbert Leh man (D

minded Marxists to w eJ c�me _ th e NY)· urged Tue s day at tacki ng th e ho using c risis on a '"cra sh
,. �

•
kl �

e par tu re as a hi' ito n c a l b
as

is
. L ehma n t

old the Sen a
te Banking Subco m mittee o n nec � s1 tv t hat, thus r eg a rd ed , h • that I "'full scaie• . -

c a n no t b e  oth e r tha n  pr o vid in g . h o us!'1g on Y � d
esigned 

to 
clearance and ur ba n  ren ew�l pr o-

pu ri fying qualities ho und to a c - =m �e pro
r!:i

: •  
o f 

all income g r ams. 
cel e ra t e t he ad v a n ce o

f So v i e t u and 
·a

u rs o os wi tho ut . T�y
! 

Lehman said, th� na tioo 
so ciety along be tte r  roa ds fo r gro �• t • .. p e  "

t 
restaD the is b uilding abo u t h al f  th e ne w 

se lf- imp ro ve me nt 
rhegai: 0 �a � 

t
hcant is'od _ _ _ _ _i. g homes of . th e American pe op l e Alr d h S · 

. . h 
o u s mg, c rm s a c:::scax1JD n eed. • ea y t e o v1 et society a5 upon our nation ." .. • · in i t s  fa v o r a phe no m e nal reco r d . . 

��u smg f or  our low _mcome 
o f a sus t ained m a r ch for w ar d Leh m a n, � ho a p peared be f oi:e fa m il� is la gging fa� he h� the d

e s
pit

e tre me n do us o
b sta cl es . the 5 u 1:>c<>m mittee o n behalf o f his need, Leh man said. Housmg f or 

th r own in it s wa y  b y  o u ts id e o w n  _ b
i_U, S - � 1

5
�, ch a r g� tha

t the• minorit y  pou p s  is a n a t iona l di s-
en em y 

f o
r ces d u rin g 

th e. s pan 
�d mu ustration IS � � u mtted t� P;_ce. 

of 3 7  yean if ih life . c � e • p.,_lo w n um b er o
f 

housm g • � o <>ne d enies - th at w e cou )4 I n sc ie nce tech
n

ology 
a nc. l 

units •� o rder t o appeue the e limuaate eve ry  substandard homf 
education t h at soc iety h as 

m
a
c!
e 

C on � ess i � l ·
,.

o p po n e nt, of all in � if we real l y wished to i
m

p� s
i
ve 

adva noes . Un q ues - pubbc ho �m1 .  • do so. Wt: sho u ld  JJOt wait f or 
ti o nabl e  it is a P ROGREE SI

V
E Two �r . th r ee o f the l arger cities an � al u m p or an • • cut!t · · ty. At IR> t

ime ha

. 

s it weak - could utal� all ol the 35,000 low boudag er_-11 befDn; we au� , 
in its advoca cy of w o rl d i ncom e uni t s p er y

ea
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