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(onunu n is ts and Civil Ii

' . 

B y MAX WEI S S . to e x is t an d fu nc tio n? In our 

(W 

di, ;, N at ional E du cat iona l  · o p inio n, i t will . Will a soc i al i, t 
D ir e ctm: , C om m u n i st P a rty . ) g o v e! n me n t  i n o u r co u ntry per-

W E F R E Q U E T L Y  h ea r th e m i t <> p p oo e n t5 
of soc ia lis m to 

c har g e th a t C o mm un is m is 
m : h o ld m ee tings , p u b l is h n e wspa -

h il 1 be 
pe r s , s peak ove

r 
t h

e r a d fo  a nd c o n s i s t e nt w i t c i v· i rti e s. . T� c a llin .i:g fo r a r e utrn t � �• i -C o mm u n i

-i

t s  

fi gh t 

f

or 
ci

v
il lib - ~ 

er t i e s t od a y , th e a r g u me n t g oe s , tal i
s m

? In o ur op ini o n, i t. · 

o n l y b ec a u se · t he ir o w n r i g h t s 
• 

a r e 
d
e n

i ed ; b u t  o n ce a so ci a l ist 
WE SAY THIS for two rea-

g o ve ra m e n t i s e s ta b lis h e d 
i n  t hi -. s o ns. Fir st; beca u se th e p a th to 

co un tr y, t h e C o mm un i s t s w ill  s ocia lis m in ou r c o nutry w ill be 

a resuk of the specif ic character 
of their h i s to rw d eve lop ment, 

incl ud e lh e r i gh t o f dissent as par t 
of the 

trad iti9n o f  demo 
c ra t i c freed o m . H ence , in many 
o f th ese · oountr ies , t he right of disse n t pa ] y s  o n ly • . mmor r ole 
i n the conce pt io n of dem o cra tic 
freedom or civil liberties. This is 

d e n y  s i m il ar · r i g h t s t o t h eir po • deteri;n in e d , a m o ng 
o the r thi n g s , 

li l ic a l o p p o n e n t s. by th e hi s t o ri c b a ck grou nd of . 

T b 
· 

h h 
our .. people, their deeply hel d 

.particularly true of those coun
tr ie s whic h did riot ha ve a tr a di 
t io l\ of bo ur g eo i s d e moc r acy , for 
e

x

a m p l e
, Cz a r

is
t R u

ss

ia , f e ud

al 

C h ina, t he mo n
ar chia l B a lk a n

countries. 
0 s u s t an ll a te t i s c a r g e , con v ictions and traditior,s. Out • 

t h e e x pe ri e n c e o f th e S o v i e t 
Un -

i o n a n d t h e P e o pl
e s D e m oc r a - stan ding in .th is i s  t he almos t 

c i es  is c i t e d . W e a r e a s k e d; 
two-c entury old tra mt ion of civ-

w h e r e , i n · t h e s e c o u n tr i e s, a r e ii libe r t
ies. 

c i v il l i b e r t i e s a s "' w e k no w t h e m ? T his tr ad ition is so deep ly in-
w h y a r e n o o p p os i t i o n p ar ti e s I gra in ed i n  t he American people 

a ll ow ed? w h y i s t h e r e n o  f re e - that it ha s  be c o m e an in te gra l 
J o m i n th e s e co u n t rie s t o a

g i - part of our n atio n al character. It 
ta l e fo r a c h a n g e o

f g o v ern m e
n
t , 1 

is inc on c e
i va ble t h a t 

the .A m e r -

f or a r e t urn . t o c a p it a
lism ? i c an people, given fr eedom of 

, T h e s e 
a re · p e r t i n e n t q u e s t i o n

s 

c
ho i

c e in the ma tter, will o pe n 
a n <l I \ 'O u l d l i ke t o d i s c u ss a n w cha p te{ in ou r cou n try' s 
t h e m .  · s o cial h isto r y o n  a ny ot her bas; s 

B u t n r s t I w o u ld l ik e  t o d i s • th a n t he full m ai n t e nanc e  o
f 

civil liberti es . 
u s s t he p o li c y o f  t h e A m e r i c a n 

C o m m un i s t P a rt y  fo r o u r  c o u n -
An d, s ec o n d ly, o ur opi n ion is 

t r y . B e c au s e i t is n o t  t ru e t h a t th at the Amer ica n peo ple w il l

t h e 
pa

t
h 

t o  S o d a li :; m i n o u r  l1 a v e tha t fre ed o m o f  cho ice . 
c o u n t r y w ill b e t h e  s am e a s t h a t 

l"<u:, l o ok ing at th e matter 

t a k en i n t h e S o v ie t  Un i o n , in r ea lis ti ca ll y ,  b y t he ti m e  o u r
C h i na , o r i n a ny o f  t h e o t h e r . c ountry i s f aced wi th th� po 5 • 

P e o p l e s D em o c r jl ci e s. T o s t ar t  s i bil i t y of c h o os i n g s o cia li sm , 
w i t h , w e b e li e v e t h a t it i s po s • 

mos t o f the w orld will al r e ady 

s i b l e  fo r t h e A m e ri
c
, m pe o p l e , 

he soci ali s
t o n tr av e lli ng t o war d 

b y 
ma j o ri t y  d e ci si o n , t o e s t a b - socia l is m .

Ji s h a s o c i a li s t  g o v er ii m e nt i n U n d er s u c h c on di ti ons , a s o• 
o m c o u n ti- y b y pe a c e f u l , c on s ti - cia list A mer ic a will n ot h a ve i ts 

t uli o n a l m e an s. · co urs e of d e v el opm en t deter-
• mined by the i nfluenc e s of a 

J . T HI S R E S P EC T , t h e p
a t h 

t o s o ci a li s m !
n , o u r c o u n t r y c a n 

b e c 1 u i t e d ifl e r en t fr o m t h a t in 
t h e S o v i e t 

U n io n w h e r e a s o ci a l 
l i s t , v e rn m e n t w a s e s t a b li s h id b y a m e d in s u r r ect i o n  a n d d e fe nd ed i n t h e  c o urs e o f m a n y 
y e a r s o f c i vil w a r. Li ke w i se , w e 
l i e li c v e  i t c a n h e d i lf e r e n t fi; o m  
t h a t t a ke n i n C h i n a w h e r e a s o 
d a li s t g o w rn m e u t "

· · a s e s t ah li s J 1 • e d a s a re s u l t o f p rol o n g e d c i v 
i l  w a r . A n d fi n a

ll
y, w e b e li e v e · 

i t c an 
b
e 

,
H

ff
e
re

n t 
fr

o m t h a t 
t a k c o i 11 P o l a nd , C z e c h o s l ov a k 
ia , Y u g � s l a v i a, · 

B u lg ai 1 a , H u n g 
ar y a n d R o u m a n i a w h e re s o c i a l 
i
_ s. t g o v e rn me n t s ey o

l v e d p e a c e 
fu lly , h u t a g a i n s t t h e  b a ck 
g r

o u n d o f n e w s t at e s t r u c t ur e s 
fo

r me d a s a re s u l t o f t h e 

s

o c i a l 
c a t a s tro p h e o f a w o r ld w a r . N o 
s uc h w ur i s Y O W i n e v i t a b l e . 

O u r a tt i
t u d e t o 

ci vil li b e r ti e s b o t h fo r t o d a y , u n d e r c a p i t a l 
i s m , a n d fo r t o m o r ro w , u n d er 
s o cia l is m, fo ll o.., v s 

fr
o m  t h is 

_b ro a d g e n e ra l; a p pr oa c h . Wh a t 
e \'e r m a y be t h e  s i t u a ti o n i n 

o t h e r s o cia li st l a nd s, t h e · c, o m� m u n i s t  P a r t y i n 0 � 1r co u n t r y a d 
v o c at e s t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f fu ll 
c i v il li b e r t i e s , i ncl u d i ng t p e 
r i g h t o f p o li t i ca l d i ss e n t , n ot o n l y t od a y , u n d e r  c a p it

a
li s m , b u t o n th e m o r ro w a s w e ll , u n d e r s o 

h o s t il e  c api t a li s t e nc ir cl em e nt as , w as t h e c a s e  with t h e Sovi e t
\J n i o

n fo r a l m os t 3 5  y ea rs o f it s exis te n ce; 
Nei th e r w

ill it b e f ac e d w i t h 
t h e  prob le ms whic h  s till bes et t
h e 

S i_
w i e

t U
n

io n
, Peo p

l e s Chi na 
and other Peoples D emoc raci es 
t
o d

a y. 
F

o r a
lth

o u
gh th

e y  are n o
long e r e hc ircl � d  by c. 1p i talism, th

e y s
till c o nfr o nt a ho stile c ap • 

italist w o rld wh i c h .  ·s a tt e m pt,. i ng to i n
t
e rv en e 

i
n 

th
e

ir i
n t e rn a

l 

a ffairs a l a P
roj ec t X, t he Ker 

s te n Ame nd m en t , et c. 
• 

A M E RJ C A N C o m mun i s ts have 
n o t. al

w a ys · tak e n · t hi ,;  p o s it ion . 
In t

h
e p a st o u r ou t l o o k r a n 

s ?IDe wha-t-. al� n g th e foll o w ing 
] m e s : n th e f ir st pl a c e, w e s a id, 
S o c iali s m in o u r country w oul d  
e no r m ou s l y e '(p an d th e c i v il l i b e ntrie s of the ov e rwhelmi n g  ma 
j o rit y o f t h e  A m e r ic an peo

p le . 
For t he · c i vil l i ber ti e s  w hich we 

e njoy t o d a y .a r e s e ri ou s l y r e- · 
s tr i ct e<l and c u rt ailed in the ir 
s c� pe � a nd in sp m e inst

a
n ces 

a r e  p u r e fo r
malit i es .  As fa r a s  

t
h
e N e gro peopl e a r e c on c e rn e

d 

not ev e n t h e  for m ali ti e s  a r e  ob
s e rv e

d
. 

T
h e 1 3 t h, 1 4 t h a n d 1 5 th 

A mendme n ts remain a d e a d  let
· t e r in mo s t 

s t at es o f th e S o ut h. 
S oc ia li sm _ i n ou r cou n t ry wou Id e li m ina t e al l restr ic t i ons 

ci a li s m . 
• o n th e fr e e  e x erci s e of thei r 

WE � B E L I EV E t ha t c i v il li b- · . ci v il  _ l ib er t ie s  by the o ve r whe b n-
. � r t i e s a s w e  k n o w t h e m t od ay , i n g m ajor ity .  of o ur pe ople . . It
n am e l y , a s t h e y a r e s pe )l ed - o u t wo u� d . • re�ul t-� n such a fl owe n ng 
i n o u r C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d B ill  o f o f  c i v il �b e 1 ties fo r th e c o mm on 

R i g h ts c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n ed fu lly 
p �op l e as ·to ' J? Ut t h e wh

o l e p a st 

i n a s o c ia li st A m e r i ca . S pe ci fi - h i s t � 9' o �  t h i s g reat Am e r i c !l n 
c a ll y t hi s m e a n s ; fr e edo m o f r e-

t raditi o n  1 �1 t h e sha d e. -
lf gi o n , s pee c h , p r e s s, a s soci a ti o n , W �a t 1 s m or e , a s o c iali s t · 
r i g h t o f a s s e m b l y, ..- i g h t t o pe ti - A m en_ca ' ':. ou l q  a d d t o_ th � ! ights 
ti o n fo r r ed r e s s o f g ri e va n ce s , and · !1 her h � s _o f t h e md1 v 1 d u al. 
l r hl l b y j u ry , r i g

h t t o p u b lic a n d 
�o • the_ n g ht s p r e�ent

� y em -
s peed y t r i i! l , r i gh t t o h a il ,  r i g h t pod 1 � _m t he Cons tit u ti on a n

d 

to co 11 n s e l , p ro
h i b iti on o f e x ce s - i ts va n?11s a m endment s , · new 

s i v e b a i l , h a b e as · co r p u s , p ro h i -
o _ ne s. wp ul

d 

be a dded . s uc h ' � s t h e 
b i ti o n o f e x po st fa c t o l a w s a n d n gh t �o _ work, t � e nght to t est 
b ill s o f a tt a i n d r , g u a r a n t e es an� ! e 1

s u r e, th e n g�t t o a n ed u -
a g a i ns f d o u b l e  j e o pa r dy , p r o - c a

ti on, e tc. 

l ec t io n a g a i n s t i1l e ga l s e a r c h  a.n d • · 
te i z u r e ,  r i g h t o f d e f e n d a n t s to . T H IS IS wh�t w e em ph a size d
r e fu se t o b e w i tn es s e s a g ai n s t , . m -Ot � r pa s t· dm : � u s

sio n s o f th i s  
t hedl sd v es -

i n h o r t , a ll t he c i v - qu es� o n . !' u t we d i d n o t c oin e 

ii 

r i

gh

t s s
pe

ll ed 
o u t  i n the C

o n - t o  
gn p s _..w 1 t h t

he . kn o tt y p r o
bl
e m 

ti t u t io n a
n d i ts v a r i o u s a m en d - 0� 1t�e I ight lo dJS sent un 4 er so-,. 

me " tl , es pec ia ll y th e fi n t t en e ta . ism : �n d y e
t
, in o ur co u o

popu la.- l y kn own a s · t he  B ill o f t r y: t�1 5 15• th e  �s sence . 'Of t he 
J Up tJ . . c a v

i l  h h e
r

t aes q ue $ tio
n . I n t his 

· 
f
. 

h ' . . . · r es pec t , o ur c o u n try d i ff ers fr
om 

I t 11 • � n ot  ex p h c 1 t  e nou � , ll\ a hy oth ers i n  its histor ic de -· we ca n pm - po i n t  th e q ues tio n · ve l op men t  • n d  't rad i tio n s  I 
· 

ltill f urther

. . Will � 
s oc

ial is
t _ e very CO \Jfl by in t

he wo r
ld .tJ!

-,o vem meot m tile U nited  S ta t es -_ pe o ple inscr i b e' the f ia) i t  f o rpermi t .
� l)O li tica l pa r - d em r � tic · f r eedo p is -ea their 

All civi l liberties including , o f 
qourse , th e ri ght of diss ent w e re 
denied in the se cbu ntries prio

r 
to 

the e s t a b lish m en t of Soc i a li sm. 
T h e po li tica l p ar t i e s  ad v oca t

ing
fu n da me n t a l s oc i a l t ra n fo rm a 

ti o n w ere iJl e ga t. · T h e h isto r i c a l 
d evelopment of the struggl e i n 
th e e c o unt

r
ie • t

h
er e for e ,  al

mo s au t omatically .e xc l u de d a n y 1p os s
ib ili ty 

o
f th e right o f d i s s e n t

beco ming a po p u l a r tr ad i t io n . · 
In ad

d itio n, a ft
e r the e s t a b 

li s hme n t of 'So cia li s m , t he pa r
it ie s  of diss e nt , as a r esult of t heir �n te rna ti o na l co n ne cti o ns , be 
� am e  vehic les of ou tside i mpe
r ia li s t fo r ces wo rkin g f or th � violent o v e rthro w o f t h e  soci a l 
i � t  go ve rnm e n t s i n th ese c o un -

-tri es . That is wh y although s o m e of t
h
e P e opl

e s Dem ocra cies a r e 
mu l ti- part y s t a tes, un like t h e S

o v i e
t U

n i on , t
h

e r e ar e n o  p ro 
qapital i st p ar ties in th e se c ou n 
t ries to da y .  T

h
a t is , w hy th

e r e  i s 
n o  fr e e dom in th ese coun t rie s to a g it a t e for a r e t u r n t o' ca p 
i talis m. T he abs e n c e of op p o s i t i

o n  
po li ti

ca
l p

a r t i e s 
i
n t h e s e 

.c o untrie s is u n derstand a b l e . 
whe n w e ta

k e  into acco
u n t t h e pe c uli a r f e a t ur e s o f t h e hi s to r i c 

d e v e lo p me n t o f  t h e s tr u g g l e fo r 
s o ci ali sm a n d th e spec ific r e l a 
t i on of int e rnational forces wi t hin w hich t he se s oc al ist c o u n 
t r ies were, and a r e, ,.co mpe

ll e d to d efe nd thei r ma gn ific e n t s o• - cial ist achievem e nts . 
B ut even h e re , a s- the cu rr e n t (Con tin

u
ed o n  P age 7) 

. �R EMIE
R N EHRU o f  India joins in H indu eel'ffllODin eele -. 

br atm1 the coming of s pr i n g. He is spray inl c olored at er on 
h ozy revelen in honor of t

he Hindu Go el J emh na. 

n1crA70• · ,�• •N VS EB rAXES 
TO ·SIL�N CE P REE . PRES S . 

CHICA�O
, Mar c h 29.- Se izure ;stifle poli t i cai o pposition, " cit �g 

o f t he Da il y W o rk e r offi ce s w a5 t h e m e t
hod

s o f D i c ta t o r J u an Pe--
co m p a r e d to t he sim il ar u s e of a x l ron i n A r g en t ina · 
la ws t o SU

J>P
res s the , :Ar genHn e . Re ferr in g t o t h e pa d l o dd ng o f n e w spap er La Pre nsa , 111 a sta te- t h e office s of. the Daily ,v o rker 

m
e nt iss ued 

h
er e to da

y 
by the 1 1- a n

d of t he Co mm un
ist P ar ty 

linoi� di v i sio n of th e, American1Dou t hy dec l
ared: · - • Ci

y
i l  Liberti

e s 
U

n
i
o

n . . I " In t
h
e prese n t seizu i-e the G ov -

. " This t ype of p ro ce dtre s ho u ld emment has made use of a s um. 
nev e r 

p
e 

pe
r m

itt ed agf'
i

n
s t po li t

i - lm a ry r em ed
y , which is e x ce p

cal ·parties o r  publi c a tio ns," de- jtio n t o  due pr ocess . This i s dubicl a1· ed Ke
n n et h Do ut hy , · A CLU I ou s eve n in n o n -polili c al.&a ses , a nd 

secre t a ry here . · .,, is clea rly obn o xious t o tne fi r st "T h i s is p r ec i sely tl1e type . o f a me
nd ment. . ' 

proc ed ur e that th e  fi r s t amend-:  I " It shoukl be n o ted tha t the 
m e n

t w a s a d
o

p t ed t o  pre v
ent." go v er n � nt has n ot p r ov ed a ri d 

bouthy' s statement s aid th at " in does not cl a im t o ha v e  p r o v e d m e etin g the th
r e a t of. c o mmu n

is m ," t ha t it ha s a c a s e for v i o l at i o n of 
t otal ita ria n me t h ods s hould h t· the r e ve nu e la ws.· It mc relv c l a i m s
� v

o
ide< l 1 · t ha t i t ma y  h a ve a cas e a n t l  se

iz e d 
He'said tha t the use of the r ev- the pro perty w ithou t �ourt act i o n  

cn n e la ws h as bee n ' ' o ne o
f 

t
h
e e r - cour t de

t f' rm in a t i on t
h
a t it ma y 

un ive r sal dev ices of d i c t a to r s t o ) h a ve a c a se. " 

letters on . t l,
e 20tl, Soviet Congre ss 

Fol lowi ng are m o re le tte r s in  m y  so n o ou ln ' t  loo k me in t he ha v e r e aped t h e. wh irlwin d. ;
,
A ! 

tl, e cuN'e o t disc u s si ori of A m er - e y e s, -a n d fr a nk l y  I w as broken ye s ow ,;o s ha ll  y� r eap, " t he o l d i
c an 

M
a rx

i
s t$ a n

d th
e S Oti i e t 

· t o t h e d e pth of m y h ea rt t ha t I ad m on i s h m en t , now comes t o 
U ni o n. Le t t ers o v. e r 300 w � r

ds my se H had p ity on my son be- ha tm t  us. The Stali n 'l eg en d o f 

c a u se o f t he Je, vish qu est io
n in 20 y ea r s s t an d ing has bee n d is -

c a o no t be print ed· in fu ll. Sov iet 'Rus sia . p el le<l by ha r s h r e al ity. 

• Wor kme n ' s Cir cl
e 

.Afte r t he Jewish p eop l e suffer - N eve rthel ess we s ha ll l iv e · 

Member· W r it e s 
ed t b�  g r eates t•catas tr op

h
e in all thr ou gh th is perio d , and - per-

" his tory an o ther an ti - S e miti c haps . . . w ho k n o w s; e ven come 
Editor, :Qaily Work er: cat as trop he b e fe ll o u r  

J
ewi sh  Qut i t  i ,P1m ea s ura bly strengt h e n -

I h a v e 
bee n 

a S
oc

ial i
s

t f o r 4 2  pe ople in Rus sia. The wh ole ed b y  th e o rdeal. For our m ain 
yea r s and a m em b er of the W o r k - o f J e wi sh c ult u re, bo oks , th e• crime, i t appear s, wa s n ot t h a t 
m

e n ' s Circl
e . I a m n o w a r e tir

ed 
at res , Yid dish p apers, school s , w e ' d i d n ot have fait h  but ra t he r 

cl o ak ma ke r . O n e o f m y t hr e e 
we re uproo ted a nd closed tlown . that we -were ov e r.t.ealous in o u r • 

c h '1 cl re n h a s  b e en fo r m an y y e a rs A fter th e war the re s ta rt ec1 a. c re d ul ity. 
� �d i v e in L e f t Wi n g, o r, a s h e c ampaig n  a gains

t 
cos mopoli t a n

- Nor can w e  , take r efug e in 
eaJl s i t, "pro g r essiv e ·. move m

e n t. " i sm. B u t it b ecame quite a p par- d - �� in g o u r i n d iv i d u a l r es
pon • 

I. of te n ha d  sh arp <l ts cus si o ns en t th� t it wa s Je w-baitin g , T h e s i btl i t y b y t a k ing po t s ho t s a t  
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