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.�,olitical · affairs' Editorial , 

·Reviews C. · P. Natiollll Convention A Letta To 
Howard Fast 

At the ·uge tion of the Na
tional Administrative Committee 
of the Communist Party, we are
reprinting the editorial on the
party eoovention which �ppear
ed in the April issue of Political 
Affairs. The Administratvie Com
mittee ·,uggested the editorial be 

. reprinted in view of "expressions 
of divergent es,timate oJ the
conveation" which appeared re
cently iJi the colwnns of the 
n.i}y Worker. The Com�ttee 
add.d that .. the viewpoint u

' p� in this editorial' cone• 
spond, with the unanimous col- . 
lective judgment of the ational 
Committee on the convfntion." 

lo important sections of the labor in the leadersh!(> or •� the NEW YORJC 
movement, the Negro peopl , in- m mher hip, fully or immediately Editor, Daily Work r: 
tellectuals ·and others. realized the gravity of the situation. EnclONd ii a Jetter to Howard 

* To l;>e sure there were naae,a- J'ut: •
THE PRESENT Convention in tion, as regards some errors, and 

its tum was faced with th n 1- under-e timatiop of the Party's past Dear Mr. Fa t :

sity also of adjusting to a' w sit- achi vementa and positive role, but Havin1 11 d in the N. Y. Time,

uation, a situation resulting basic- in time the overwhelming majority the exchange of correspondence
ally from the ire t chang� follow- of the Party, d pile tb pride m "it between you and a fellow author 
ing World War II. Thi situation great contributions and many from the Soviet Union I would
has perhaps best been summed up achievem nta, had to face up to 
in the proposition that the mer- the er' is. The above section ol. the lib to make veral remarks.

·gence of ociali m as a world ys- re olution adopted by ov rwhelm- Please xcu,e me for not ad
tem is the chief f ture of our pres- ing vote of the convention sho dressing you throu1h 'the Times. 
ent era. that the Party was ready to meet Thia uot because I dislike the 

Withjn the country, the atmo · the si tu�tion. * TI.mes, although they do Jn-
�ere has li1cewis c�anged �n- WITHOUT tecognitioo of the dul,e in an occaaional distortion
siderably from that at the h 1ght seriou O of the ituati it would of truth. What I fear- most from

Text of the editorial foJJo s :  of th� Korean war hen the last have been impossible to seek out the Timft is h ving a drawing
' · · convention took pl,lce. Since then its deeper roots and to lay the basis put over my Jetter showing

. THE RECENT ational on- McCarthyism reached its peak and f�r ove_rcoming it. In the year-�g JChnllhchev, Stalia and Lenin

vention of the Cor:dmuni t Party was driven back by the American discu 100 nd at the convention placing the fear « Cod in die,

wa undoubtedly one of the mo t people. Geneva has raised the here were ide differences of em- such • appeared in the article

criticaJly important ga therings ever hopes for pea�flJ} coexist nee as a phasis as to the cau , some laying about your correspondence. 

held by tl1e Communist mov ment practical goad. The AFL and (;IO the stre s on the objective ituatioo In yonr letter . I think you
in this country. Paradoxica1ly this have been reun,ited after n arty 20 and the attaclcs against the Party, raise fundamental and important
convention-held at a time when years of chronic 1put and the Ub- others on the Party's sectarian er- qu tions which can not and
the Communist Party is weaker or- eration struggle of the egro peo- rors. The resolution of the conven- ihould not be passed over lightly
gaIIizauonally than i has been in -pie has talc n on a new dimen 'ion. ·oo summed it up as follows: by the progressive movement Jn 
many y� - �ecei\"ed mfin!t�ly Yet, fn contra t to the past coo- "Wu it inevitab!e that the Party this country J t alon throughout
more spotl ighting . and pubhc1ty veotioos referred to, the Party this bouJd � '°. 110lalecl and �f- the world. So the main point of

. throughout the country than almrut time found i If facing a mo t . fenuch �tional and political this Ieµer is not the que tions
any of its conventions in history. vere crisis. This crisis was de- I as it d.iclP The amwer must be youeraise but the organ in which 
Such publicity is not accorded by cribed in the words of the conven- 0: ApJn t the �lfOUDd of the you choose to do tbe ew 
the politically-competen t capitali tion resolution as fo lows: objective ituation and ib con.. Yod, Times. 
press of our country to a movement .. It is necessa for all members 

!luences, the erron and Ion -stand- A a belle er in the right of 
that no longer has any impact upon of the Commu$t Party to face up mg . ealcnaes of our Party bad ! d "  �nt I certainly woulcl not
the scene. so\erly to the fact that in this pe- particularly d_amapm1 effect. • • • squelch your qu tion but I can

The· challenge that faced tllis riocl the Party uffered heavy or- In c?rrect�g such errors, the a k what have you gained in
convention as, in a new foim, the pnmtional I , declined in po- Re.�luti n pomts out: . oyru fight for truth and iustice 
same general one that ha been met

l

blical influence in many areas - of � ourmurle f« � foDo� by pr ting you, thoughts to
by the Party 

a
t other crit ical mo- woa, became dange�ly isolated .,;.,.: oune v on . . I the public through the Tiq1 

ments in the past-the challenge of from important seeton of the labor ,. ) di both i;:rationW . in ad article entitled by Harrl-
r s�n-�ing to major chang in and people's movement, is con- and

• 
Ri� 

� ��•u•� son S 1 ·  bury "Und r the Sha-
cond illons. • fronted with the jeopardizing of tl,e l . • ..-t��• . oa • ou- dow of Communism."

* Marxist pre , and that in poe,.i lJeC
t 

tiv
under

e roots 
b
� 

b
reatity

li
:-m the IY • I ould not d ny you the 

th Party · f ced ·th · em w IC we e; right to criti ize it in a most sin-
THE FOU1 DING convention � . £ u U� ; lo a �"°;i "b) that the itruuJe must be re and hone t way. But the 

of the Communist Party met , in cruu � � po > !° g a conducted on both fronts, with the 
1919  under the influence of �ch Of'.PDIZ&tional nature, main emphasis against that which qu lion i • through born are

tr mendous even ts as th first so- lt _eems to us that the gr vity of threatens the Manist line of our
you doing this? 

cialist revolution, the end of the the cri is was � �oned 1 rgely Party at the given moo,ent. . Let u v · w Jhe questi n tlii 

first World War, and the failure of by e fact . th t thJS �1me t�e Pa�
, 

"The most important mi ay: It i tru' that many rrors 

the ocia l ists in Germany. The was ceedin�y la� m copmg wi_th made in � period under revie were m de and e tr m ly seri•

novel. That ii: A man who lpta 
for truth and- jaltice but ilolatea 
hbmeJf from the most .,....... 
1M elemeall ID the COUlllb'v ud 
m,tNct job · (with hil hip 
ideak) elemeDII that can never 
have any real Interest in the 8ne 
� he believes in. I wonder 
how tuch a story and its '  hero ·
wou1d end in real life. 

I hope ia the future that you 
will live the left wing P'ffS the 
�ty to present your 
tboupts to the public. 

y OUIJ in the hoj>e of future 
sincere, &iendJy debate and mu
tual criticism. 

F. B. 
June 1 1 , 1957 
• 

-Pec,ple's Capitalism" 
And Cmoer  
Editor. Daily Work r: 

Lut week a rumor pt Wall 
Street to the effect �hat a major 
dru1 company b d found a cure 
for cancer. What was the ttac>

tioo? Did the Wa treeten cele
brate the end of thia hortible 
diJeaae b)' going out and "lifting 
a few"? Or did ,ome o£ � , 
spend a few minut in thought 
ol loved ones who bad been 
killed by cancer? These are two 
o£ the many possible r ctiont 
by · average people to this news. 

But the inhabitants of W ll 
Street are DQt verage JlN>P� 
They are among the lled 
leaden of our t'Ountry whose 
opinions are qftoted to us by our 
newspe_pen daily; H!Cd rs in the 
great moral'" crusade of .. peo
ple's capitalism against the evilt 
of IOcialism and communism.• 
The reaction of WallstreeterJ 
was to immediately caJI tl�ir 
tock brokers to i �Jy or

der the purchase of stoclc in the 
drug compaey. After all, t.Ulder 
capitalimi there is a tremendou, 
potential profit in a nett cure. 

founding of the Work r Party in the changed _si�ation . For y�. rs 1, were Left-sectarian in character. ous on at that. But can one

December, 1 921 , unified th vari- mo t �ut�?ntative leader�1p h .d
,
� Leh-ledarian mistakes, in ay th t Socialism not built 

ou Commlinist groups and marked been m Jail or scatte�, and the the context o( birp attad[ •
lain.st in the Soviet Union? Would you 

the Party's · emerging- out (j the Party as a. whole subJ ted to th the Party, are the main reuon for 
deny the great advance made

wor t infantile secta riani m and the mo t ma 1ve and bruta� •�tick by jthe unprecedented decree to hich by the viet �pie in the part

By the end of the ·d the ru
mor had proven w founded, and 
not ·onJy was our country poorer 
for the I of the c n r cure, 

, but some ol ffie specul tors w 
pqorer tool 

tate of illegality brought abuut b every agent of the cap1tabst cla it wu po11jble for Big .Business forty years? All these advau 

the Palmer raid� . and government. and its political representatives to w re mad in pit�· of ttrorsl

Th'e Seventh Conv ntion of the Inevitably when the Party re . isolate the Party. • During World War II the people
· bled · 1 d h "  th be .. nd la nd sprang to th d fence of Ru -

Party _in June _1930, .follo ini the _m 1t ea er ip at e . gin- To e i� iso lion • expand ia � Sovi t power in J,pi� of
defection of the Trot kyite-Cannon omg 0► 1 956, not a ll sectors, either _ (Continued on Pap 5) 

th e rro I After the war the 

✓ ,��:· 1 ad\y
th

ja/��
t

;e:t�t{ Fr·1encls Leg·1slati·on "omm. ad::n�
uj

��
ly 

�� :;:t=:::. 
place at a time when the economic \ii the econd great t industrial-
era h had .already unm ked _ the • ized country in the world, in 
�als«;. �eore, of the "ne� c�pi!3)-

To Act On . Peace, Rights spjte f these errors! 
ism, permanent pro penty, etc. ,, ow just what does th.if.
and had demonstrated the Party's prove? It proves that SociaH m 
ability to give le�?ers�p to t?e CIDCACO. - 'the Organizin1 c,euecl upport to the United •- was deeply imbedded in the
ma� es a exemplified 10 �e h�- Committee for the Dlino' Wilcon- tions, for a foreign .aid program minds of the �ple.
tone March 6th demonstrations of . • . . "baled OIi moral rather than military 
the -unem

;r
loyed. ,And though the nn

. 
Fnends Comnuttee on Le

_
cula- considera•:- ., and fer 

.. civil ri•"'ts If yo\L till think there is So-

p ty h bee ed d ""- 1·-t ·-1• ··--.1 clri ,._., ... cialism in the Sov" t Union then ar a �� r uce to only ...,.. aa w-. anno� a ve to ,....i.1 tion fndudin ,
of I L.t:. &L-

This incMlent reminded me 
an old plau of mine. Let's 
verse the current procedure. Jn
tead of the government � 

ing billions for atomic war re-
b whjJe the Americ n Can

cer Society solicits the publio 
for fqnds, let 'the government ap
propriate the billion for c ncer 
research and ask die people to 
contribute for atomic war re
search. I predict the adoptron 
of my plan ould J:>ring a peedy 
end to both cancer and the per
ils of strontium 90. 

Y�urs for Socialism, · 
BERNIE 

7 000
1 

dues-pa}ing l!lember.i, the inhence both federal and state lee- � J.,ht ' to • vote f
or

m a117..:1..
1e 

�ueve were is a contradi�tion 

mora e of the Party wa high and it islatien on the issues of .....,.ce civil ·..:..� ,.
. .,u in your trunking. I ft!el that you I ,,J 

£id 1 f ed th 
r-- • ct.......... tnean your criticism hr a s10· cere sme � · 

• 

coo · ent y ac e future, more rip.ts· and civil liberties and wel-
· *

and hone -•-----. But allow Jury T:w-·1_ 
consofidated ideologically than fare ----· 

' • "-• naa 

ever befoI in i ts history Its sub- Th :. th 
OTHER issues of concern to tb me to point out to you that cri- ew ork 

wth f . · e state u,Sues at ere sin- · . d 1 "th .. d d ttcism iii meant to trengthensequent gro . o influence and gled out by the newly formed com• committee ea w1 • soun an 
the forces of Socialism, ad& when Editor, paily Worker: . 

numbers justified this confiden_ce. mittee are: "Defense Qf civtl liber- humane immigration policy• and you ape k throuifi the Times How can we m t the objec--
1n July, 1945, the Party found it ties, including continued opposition for "rea onable federal aid for pub- one must rais& an eyebrow and tions of liberah who favor civil- nee� �ry to adjust its line to the to the loyalty oaths; abolition of lie housing, education low income a Jc :  sine.! when does the Times ri•"'ts }emclatioo .but wL---

• real i ties of the situation imme- capital punishment· improved men- b 1 h • d ' lf · b to tr gth the f of &" - •-

diately _ following Wt>r)d Wai- II, tal health programs' and judicial and 
ea t ms�nce, an state we re 

S:ialism? 
en n orcea "'consistency" compel, trutir Ill� 

correctmi errors of revisionjsm put legislative reforms' neces :uy to programs.
To put it inore bluntly, al- port for the jury trial amend•

forward y Browder. The Party gc,od 10vemmen t." It was announced that the com- thou!h you probably mean w 11 mentP In segregationist comm� 
emerged from the si uation with its On a national IIUle the commit- mittee will attempt to affect legis-
organization and the bullc of its lee smsled out the issuse of "univer- lation in keefinl with the !_elifious you o moce harm to the peace ruties, jury trial for civil righb 

membership intact, with strong ties aaI enloreNble daarmament " in- convictions o the Friends (Quakers) and workin1 cla movement, o.fenden would be farcical and 
• 1 • • ' and those with imilar views. It 

than good. ' would defejtt the objective of 

In The Worker This Weekend 
• .The Supreme "tourt and I, by Al Rich�
• 11aat Ciprette Habit: PlealUN or Acldletioe, l,y Beth Meyer
• An Colwp Studenll .. "Silent .. ..  Tlaefr Elden SayP By

Joe North 
• 11ie watldnl J.>eeiaiM, wm Our bor Leactm See That

Labor Hu WonP b,- GeorS1 .Morris . / 
• Latia Aairb's C...1 ............. Y-.ui, by A. - B. Mapl
• �- lliN Bids for FuD Publle Reeopitlon, t.1 Benari

� . 
�- . .... • IJIS' -., ,Ale q 

-� Iat · 71, .,,, �

will, the announcement said, dis- May I also raise tSis. To your u,ch Jegil
lation.

.,. 

seminate information on the �sues Soviet friend you say t'tal 
Thia 

and voting records, adopt an edu- thinp whJch are not correct. For · �t. coocei ed by

cational proaram, which wilJ in- example you said that Mr. Fos- •cJever" 1epeptiQnist force,,

elude a peaken bureau, and urse t and the lM'OPle who support can electively be countered by 
actiOG 00 Jeplativt matters. him aie in yolir own word, the addition of this quoted 

TbJI actioa propua, It war'aa-
"'bad... ow just why re they pru'llle: The righ to a jury trial 

nouncecl .,...._ of tetlif,
L... 

111 
badP Beca you disapee with shall be ,uanoteed• in D Couo-

-. their P Is this the basis up- ties or Diltrictl here the ted-
lepwton, ....,.a&om le WMdu- on hicb you label "9ec,ple enI � certiffei that juriel 
ah •  ...,.... •,-lie...,• "'B�D'", You certainly :would not are aelecied without biu and 
...,_a._ � odler •111111111 like it if In this letter I labled where fuD votin1 and educatjon,, 
�·- • .,... tut .. r"" you bed 6ec&UN I .... with al. ripll • reipectecl.· 

* 
your thoupb, actions and' the Revile tbe wam■ but me the 
mumer in bicla you pmented of popoaal MIii 

1111S committee II the tMrd 1Mlii. ampt yet wm .,.. ---� 
auch lcql l'OUP � Jn the I would lice to venture 

;: 
�tlaa a ef 

counby. T mlailar ...._ a- • I dmJr you · liave • 1 Ccicilie& · • • 
- • Califclnda.• • pot avi11111•1 - -

. • I I f  I E.
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