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Daily Worker, New York, Fridd

ane 21 1987

‘Political Affairs’ Editorial

Reviews C. P. National Convention

At the suggestion of the Na-
tional Administrative Committee
of the Communist Party, we are
reprinting the editorial on the

convention which appear-
ed in the April issue of Political
Affairs. The Administratvie Com-
mittee suggested the editorial be
reprinted in view of “expressions
of divergent estimates of the
convestion” which appeared re-
cently in the columns of the
Daily Worker. The Committee
adged that “the viewpoint ex-
‘pressed in this editorial corre-
sponds with the unanimous col-

1sity also of adjusting to a

in the leadership or among the
membership, fully or immaﬁntely
realized the gravity of the situation.
To be sure there were exaggera-
tions as regards some errors,
under-estimation of the Party’s past
achievements and tive role, but
in time the overwhelming majority
of the Party, despite its pride inits
great contributions many
achievements, had to face :}) to
the crisis. The above section of the
resolution adopted by overwhelm-
\ing vote of the convention shows
that the Party was ready to meet
the situation.

to important sections of the labor
movement, the Negro people, in-
tellectuals ‘and others.

*

THE PRESENT Convention in
its turn was faced with the neces-
w sit-
uation, a situation resulting basic-
ally from the great changes follow-
ing World War II. This situation
has perhaps best been summed up
in the proposition that the emer-
gence of socialism as a world sys-
tem is the chief feature of our pres-
ent era.

Within the country, the atmos-

lective judgment of the National

Commitiee on e esuveution ™ phere has likewise changed con-

siderably from that at the height
of the Korean war when the last

convention took place. Since then
McCarthyism reached its peak and

Text of the editorial follows:

THE RECENT National Con-
vention of the Conimunist Party
was undoubtedly one of the most
eritically important gatherings ever
held by the Communist movement
in this country. Paradoxically, this
convention—held at a time whén
the Communist Party is weaker or-
ganizationally than it has been in
many years — received infinitely|  Yet, in contrast to the past con-
more spothﬁhting _and  publicity| yentions referred to, the Party this
throughout the country than almost|time found itself facing a most se-
any of its conventions in history.'vere ecrisis. This crisis was de-
Such publicity is not accorded by scribed in the words of the conven-
the politically-competent capitalist|tion resolution as follows:
press of our country to a movement| «p, o necessary for all members
that no longer has any impact upon/ ¢ ¢he Communist Party to face up
the scene. |soberly to the fact that in this pe-

The challenge that faced this!riod the Party suffered heavy or-
convention was, in a new form, the|ganizational losses, declined in po-
same general one that has been met Jitical influence in many areas-of
by the Party at other critical mo-|work, became dangerously isolated

people. Geneva has raised the
hopes for peaceful coexistence as a
| practical goad. The AFL and CIO
ﬁave been reunited after nearly 20

eration struggle of the Negro peo-
ple has taken on a new dimension.

ments in the past—the challenge of |from important sectors of the labor

responding to major changes in/and people’s movement, is con-
conditions. L frooted with the jeopardizing of the
Marxist press, and that in general
the Party is feced with a serious
crisis o fa political, ideological and
organizational nature.”

It seems to us that the gravity of
the crisis. was occasioned largely

*

THE FOUNDING convention
of the Communist Party met;in
1919 under the influence of spch
trr;nendousl events ﬁs the first so- I
cialist revolution, the end of the .
first World War, and the failure of | bY the f“',"h't this time the P al.'tg
the socialists in Germany. ThefWas uceedmgly la.te in coping wit
founding of the Workers Party in! the chans‘cd situation. For sﬁe-‘m s

December, 1921, unified the vari. most authoritative leadership had
ous Communist groups and marked | been in jail or scattered, and the

{Party as a whole subjected to the

the Party’s emerging out of the
worst infantile sectarianism and the\"‘OSt massive and brutal attack by

state of illegality brought abuut by every agent of the capitalist class
the Palmer raids. and government.

Fhe Seventh Conveéntion of thel Inevitably when the Party reas-
Party in June 1930, following the

defection of the Tmt:.kyite-Cannon‘ ning 0k 1956, not all sectors, either

was driven back by the American|

lyears of chronic split and the lib- |

sembled its leadership at the begin- |

WITHOUT recognition of the
seriousness of the situatiop it would
have been impossible to seek out
its deeper roots and to lay the basis
for overcoming it. In the year-long
discussion and at the convention
{here were wide differences of em-
| phasis as to the causes, some laying
the stress on the objective situation
and the attacks against the Party,
others on the Party’s sectarian er-
'rors. The resolution of the conven-
tion summed it up as follows:

' “Was it inevitable that the Party
should bectame 30 isolated and suf-
{fer such organixational and political
|losses as it did? The answer must be
‘NO, Against the background of the
‘obiective
quences, the errors and long-stand-
ing weakneses of our Party had a
particularly damagaing effect. . . .”

In correcting such errors, the
Resolution points out:

“In our struggle for a mass policy
we base ourselves on the following
Marxist-Leninist propositionss

“a) that both Iseft-sectarianism
and Right-opportunism have ob-
jective roots in reality—in the sys-
tem under which we live;

“b) that the struggle must be
conducted on both fronts, with the!
main emphasis against that which
threatens the Marxist line of our
Party at the given moment.

‘ “The most important mistakes
ymade in the period under review
were Left-sectarian in character.
These Left-sectarian mistakes, in|
the context of sharp attack against
the Party, are the main reason for
the unprecedented degree to which
it was possible for Big Business
|and its political representatives to
isolate the Party. » '

“To end its isolation and expand

I (Continued on Page 5)

gioup and the Right-opportunist
group led by Jay Lovestone, took
place at a time when the economic
crash had  already” unmasked _the
false theores of the “new capital-
ism,” “permanent prosperity,” etc.,
and had: demonstrated the Party’s
ability to give leadership to Kw
masses as exemplified in the his-
toric March 6th demonstrations of
the unemployed. And though the
Party ha(f been reduced to only
7.000 dues-paying members, the
morale of the Party was high and it
confidently faced the future, more
consolidated ideologically than
ever before in its history. Its sub-
sequent growth of influence and
numbers justified this confidence.

In July, 194S, the Party found it

CHICAGO. — The Organizing
Committee for the Illinois-Wiscon-
Isin Friends Committee on Legisla-
tion last week announced a drive to

influence both federal and state leg-
islatien on the issues of peace, civil
rights and civil liberties, and wel-
fare issues.

The state issues that were sin-
gled out by the newly formed com-
mittee are: “Defense of civil liber-
ties, including continued opposition
necessary to adjust its line to the[to the loyalty oaths; abolition of
- realities of the situation imme-|capital punishment; improved meo-

diately following World War II,|tal health programs and judicial and
correctinienors' of revisionism put|legislative reforms' necessary to
forward by Browder. The Party|gsod government.”

emerged from the sifuation with its
organization and the bulk of its tee sin out the issuse of “univer-
membership intact, with strong ties sal enforceabl¢’ dsarmament,” in-

Friends Legislation Comm.
To Act On Peace, Rights

On a national scale the commit-

creased support to the United Na-
tions, for a foreign aid - am
|“based on moral rather than mry
i consideration,” and fer “civil rights
legislation, including insurance of
|the right to' vote for all eligible

 citizens.”

v *

OTHER issues of concern to the
committee deal with a “sound and
humane immigration policy” and
for “reasonable federal aid for pub-
lic housing, education, low income
health insurance, and state welfare
|programs." :

It was announced that the com-
mittee will attempt to affect legis-
lation in kee;)ing with the reliiiOus
convictions of the Friends (Quakers)
and those with similar views. It|

situation and its conse-|
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