By SAM RUSSELL
MOSCOW (By

Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, planning the
the country. At these meetings of members of the Communist

ers, particular attention is bein
devoted to the whole question o
development of democracy inside
the Party and the principle of
collective leadership.

These meetings, which will be
attended by a total of over 30
million people, are also discussing
the report given by the First Sec-
retary of the Soviet Communist
Party, Mr. Khrushchev, to a spe-
cial private session of the Con-
gress on the cult of the individual
end its consequences.

In this report Khrushchev made
a detailed analysis of the activity
of Stalin, particularly underlinin
Stalin’s achievements in the
war, in the fight against the policy
of Trotsky and in the fight for the
industrialization of the country
and the collectivization of agri-
culture,

The mistakes of Stalin, particu-|
larly in the period after the 17thi
Congress of the Soviet Commu-
nist Party in 1934, were also dealt
with in the greatest detail to show
the evils of the cult of the indivi-
dual and the vital necessity for
the observance of the Leninist
principle of collective leadership.

In a resclution which was
adepted, the 20th Congress last’
month declared that it considered)
the Central Committee of the
Party “was absolutely right in com-

ha enlt of the individual.”

It instructed th. = - ' <
mittee “not to relax the struggle
against the survival of the cult of
the individual and in all its ac-
tivities to proceed from the con-|
ception that the genuine makers
of the new life are the popular
masses led by the Communist
Party,”

The nation - wide discussion
which is now taking place is the
practical down-to-earth implemen-
tation of this decision,

Particular attention is being
given to the various perversions
of history which took place dur-
ing the 20 years when Stalin

laced himself above the Party,
gnoring the principle of collec-
tive leadership.

THIS period of arbitrary rule
resulted in many serious mistakes
and injustices. It led to the So-
viet Union being unprepared for
the Nazi attack. |

Warnings of the impending Nazi

o din

| 20 years has not been an easy mat-

Air Mail).—All over the Soviet Union meetings are now being held to discuss the
ahead for

Cripps, were ignored, and only’
the ﬁzroism of the entire Soviet
people enabled this to be rectified
at a terrible cost, and for final
victory to be achieved.

A film on the defense of the
frontier town of Brest-Litovsk en-
titled “The Immortal Garrison,”
now being completed at the Mos-
film Studios here, shows how un-
prepared Soviet troops were and
what terrible casualties they suf-
fered as a result.

Nowhere, perhaps, were the evil
effects of the cult of the indivi-
dual seen so much as in the weak-
ening of the rule of Socialist law
and in the failure to protect the
people against arbitras—action.

False charges wenres faibricated

rank-and-file Seoviet citizens. In
the past three years the Centra'
Committee has checked up on ¢
number of questionable cases and
has found that t*lxey were rigged.

STEPS have now been taken to
restore justice. Innocent people
who had han convicted have been
rehabilitated, while proper control
by the Party and Government has
been-established over the work of
the state security agencies.

The supervisory powers of the
Procurator's Office, which were
trampled on before, have now
been completely re-established and

strengthened.

It is in this new atmosphere that
the discussions of the rt of the
20th Congress are now being con-

ducted by the seven million mem-
bers of the Communist Party, the
18 million members of the Young
Communist League and millions
of non-Party workers.

The raising of this whole ques-
tion of the cult of the individual
and the role of Stalin over the past

ter either for the leadership of the
Soviet Communist Party or for the
rank and file.

But this cancer had to be elim-
inated from Soviet life, and its evil
effects had to be exposed. The de-
tails that were given by Mr.
Khrushchev in his re%o;rt to the
special session cannot ignored.

The 20th Congress was the cul-
mination of three years work, dur-
ﬂ:ﬁ which the Central Committee

attack, which came from Soviet
sources, as well as from Sir Win-!
ston Churchill and Sir Stafford’

the entire Party and the coun-

against honest leading workers and .

try in re-establishing democracy in
the Soviet Communist Party,

way

Party, of

KHRUSCHEV

THE RESULTS of this po
are seen in the bold plans for
future in the economic and
tural field and in the plans for
vancing the well-being of

people. .

Many difficult questions still
main to be answered, Mr.
Khrushchev has shown in his re-
port to the special session that
the questions will be answered.

The whole history of the Soviet
Communist Party over the past 20
years is now being Te-examined
without fear or favor, relying on
facts and not on fiction,

The fight against Trotskyism is
shown to have been absolutely cor-
rect, for if Trotsky’s policy had
been accepted the Soviet Union
would have been left without a
heavy industry and would have
been at the mercy of the capitalist
powers. ’

But justice is to be done to those
gallant fighters for the revolution
who, under the pretext of combat-
ing Trotskyism, were falsely de-
clared to be “enemies the
people.”

And whatever the hostile cap-
italist press may ask, this frank dis-
cussion of past mistakes is the
triumphant proof of the soundness
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of the Soviet Union and that, after|

a lapse of 20 years, true democ-
racy has been restored.
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during or after his long sta
in Moscow as your correspond-
ent,

In the past any attempt by a
Communist to suggest that a
realistic attitude toward short-
comings in the Soviet Union was
essential in reaching and con-

vincing people, was regarded as

a betrayal of socialism.

The way for us, American
Communists to advance our ewn
“inner d " is to make
sure that from point om, it
is not regarded as heresy for
any one to expound an idea dif-
ferent from of the leader-
ship or critical of any aspect of
life in the socialist sector of the
world.

Socialism has proved
to the whole wor

itself

; it is mob

world-
ture never looked brighter.

Let's measure up te it with
really honest criticism and self-
criticism.
A HOOSIER WORKER.
*

Says Stalin
Was Justified
Dear Sir:

The critics of Stalin are un-
ateful sons of a great father,
any one of them boast

could have done better. Twis
minds unconscious of historical
realities, unable to see great-
ness in all its manifestations can

stoop to criticism. -

But the masses of the USSR
whtmed and the reac-
be overwhelming. A
laimed collective lead-

(Continued on Page 13)
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