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..,._ ..,. Ducltin Story' . 
The .late Eddie Duchin was one of the most popular. 

and most highly paid ballroom jazz artists in the C01:1Dtry 
because of his rippling sg,le of piano-playing. 

He wa.c: also the victim of a tragic illness which de­
prived him of the use of one of .his hands. and eventually 
killed him. 

And sever.al years earlier, 
his. lovely._ !mt �ife, Ma��
jone Oclnchs; . died tragi­
cally in childbirth. 

So vast was his grief over 
ber death that it was years 
before he could get himself 
even to visit liis son Peter 
who was being cared· for 
by relatives. 

• • • 

• • • 

I ENJOYED the first part of the filin very mucl1. 
Eddie (Tyrone Po,vcr) goes to work in Leo Reisman's 
Central Park Casino Band_ in New York. 
. Power comes through nicely in those early scenes, 

expertlv fin�ering a �ilent keyboard while backstl.lge, Car­
men CavallMU, precisely c,niulates Duchin' s brand .of
piano playing in such things as Body and Soul, You re 
My Eve1ything, Manhattall, Let's Fall in Love, Sweet 
Sue, arid the Chopin Nocturne in E Flat, Duchin's theme 
song, of which we get a bellyful in the movie. 

Duchin meets his future first wife (Kim Novak), a 
wealthv heautv who shocks her Park Avenue friends bv 
going to work: 

. The two lovers walk alone in a deserted park one 
rainy, misty afternoon. These scenes, photographed in 
CinemaScope and Technicolor, liave an exquisite perfec­
tion. 

There arc other passages between Power and Novak 
that are }e5s than breath-taking. 

. James Whitmore stands out in his role of warm and 
brotherly aff�on for Duchin. 

'Storm Over the Nile' with which 'The Eddi 
Story· is paired is a rehash.of 'Four Feathers,' 
old Jlagwaving British film about those feroci 
in India who wanted freedom. 

• • • 

Otlter Items of. IJtterest 
JERRY \VALD who has his own producing com­

pany at 20th Century Fox has two important films up his 
sleeve: \\'illiam Faulknei's i.'he Sound and the Fury' and 
Romain Rolland's monumental novel 'Jean ChriYlophe.' 

• • • 

l<'OUR OF CHAPLIN'S great�t fihns will be shown 
at the. Venice Fihn Festival during. the week set aside for 
retrospective film sho\\in�. They are: Great Dictator, 
The- l:id, Gold Rush and� The Circus. 

Tlie artist has kept these films under wraps for years. 
In addition Chaplin turned over to the . festival com• 

mittN, 13 shorts from his early repertoire. 
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