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n"Ue ,.,�r,,rr,1111 Ill �1II rn· .,,. . .,,,.,11,,�r a total attack on•Stalinism; they, questi� 

. ff�.: 111,iJl;UJJIVff - ,n, : lj . ,r I, �n-1-,nuu-- its pollt1cs on almost- ev'e1'3!. maJpr qQes".. 
• . , tfon, they question ev�n the nature of �. 
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U I l current accusations against " 13ifria, ':vf� � •IAl.e· M·. ••rt ,,jir� · e: a�· ·  � ... nrnnen.· ,., ��i:c\(
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, tl]4ly qu·estion the p,•ese,1i Jeiide;tsliip of 
ly GEORGE POST 

The past weeRs have witnessed increased confusion within the 
American Communist Party, which is heavily involved fo the "revela
tions'.' of the Russian .. 20th P.arty. Congress. Thi& atmosphere has all�wed 
the pm-ty, or at Jeast. significant voices· ,within it, to "re-evaluate" cer
tain , aspects of the · American· S�Jinis�' line on various quest�o�s. in  
particular those -which. have long · been felt to I be mistaken by many
f>oth within and around the CP·; 

they, in part at any rate/ reveal - some= t:.he Rus"sian ·bureau�ratic eli\liil� {!◄ .' 
thing of• what goes on in the tninds· of, lut th•re ls stfll a 1l911lllcod 9op ••· 
the rank-and-file . C_l�e�, force.d, .8§' th!l tweH even s■ch o meosure of• dhlll■sl$!' 
Jady said• at ·, the.: Jefl'ers:on· Schoot, . to meilt 01111 a 't•r11 ' toword r4volutlottafy 
"learn how to think." . . , oppo1lti011 to Stoll■i1111, ot1 th. part ' of 

. One of �he mqst ·rev'eiiJin_g-�of• <these ,emas· ronlt-01nl-filen · of- ttl. ;aov•m•••• 
. Letters is by someone.wh<r-dl!sci:ibes. him� · �:eclolly the 'ro11 .. ; who lt!!,�•,nlst.•.k."9� 
self as a union• man·•from· Philadelphia:. id-■tffied their: n1dlcol sy111po .. lu 'wft!t 
He· lists a setties •o;f. •'lnistakes •.cdmmitted' •"- l■nfoa Jotoiltorlow Nl<JI••· • · ·. 
by the .Amcrican --OP., mistakes whlch • This. gap is .utilized in .the �ge)! ;of

· h . amo\lnt to nothit1g l� than the total - C P  the. Dttily Worke,·, as th� ·P.!l\:tY leadei·• • Thus, fo.r •example; many, party "Indeed;" Bei-ry write5, "t ere '5 now sh,ip puts (1p a:rl!'uments to .k, eep the_. mem-. , k' 1 . k t .a ...,,ave d·oub• · 8., to-- :whe .... e�· t�ere· was- position 011 every majo.r•question in -the , _ 
n. ·ter'" a1·e ' ta tn"' a new "" · a · .,. " � ..,. • •• past te ye s • oership loyal despite the . . ,n. 1ht_-4h. a1;;og· W " .,. vv ·· a basis for,r.estating-,in 1946 the .old- anal- 11 ar · · " " "" 

the Negro question," in an .attempt ..,81u of the Negro """p· le·.consiitutin. " ·a.• l n .the·fo·st place, the Progressive Par.:. disclosures. . . · • � ,-w ., t w · tak -ror ·t ·s J t d th The cul'rent discu.,sion of. ·Russia"' to ·abandon ·the last remnants of nation · in the· tBlaek. Belt.' A:nd thi� is Y as a nus · 0, -' • 1 1 0 a e .em ·• 
· · · from the labor' movement. official anti-SemitiS.lll · is a good case hi 

the CP's ,theoFy of "self-determi- written wit!f the full recognition of my Jn the .second pL!.ce, the party exag- point, fo1· the pa1-ty leadei:ship .tr1es to 
nation .for the Negro people in the own cimtribution to,,· and partial 're:,pon- gerated the thr<!at .of war and' In liO' do� ;,.pologize 'for it by declai;i�: "� � 
black.;belt," a, theory wlii.ch ·always Slbility for, the final decision." rng utilized n1echanical tactics- ,vhich. iso- socialist CO\lntry like the USS:R, Wh1!1'6 

d 
ln· the same tashiorr,the"CP's currerrb lated them from the people: . - , . . t'he1·e are no .exploiting dasse�, wllateve� had been identified as being e- ''discovery'' that• it-was• WTong in. not de- Jn the thlrd place, th.e party \lad a temporary distortions: have ,occurred in rived fr.om "Stalin's work on the fending the 16 member.r of the Socialist .false estimate of the· imniinence of' eco� attitu�s to nations and peoples( wiuit; 

national question." Workers Party· who were convicted in nomic c.risis. ev!!r violations of the principles of soc1al-. 
Abner' Berry, who in the past. publicly Minnea·polis at the beginning of World In the .fotu-th place, on McCai:�h,l'ism, ist justice have taken place-these are'. 

has .. suppo11ed the line without question War ii- under the- Smith Act, enables Jt the CP "1-etrea'ted tpo far, again leavini? (lepartu1·es f)'()nl tile princi11les of social..: 
(altho\lgh certain CP leaders such as to, get out· from u.ndei· one ot the major the people to find their own was, which ism. The progres$ mid advance of -social;_ 
Doxey• Wilkerson , had �ot ) ,  writing in ac��tfon�_a;sains� it ·when it cunently they did," · ism makes the con-ection of '  these'. 
thl?. . West eoast CP paper, the P.eop.Urs opposes ·this· mfamous, ·law. In the fifth place, theit: Jh1e on the llben·ations inevitable. And that is w'ha� 
W•n·ld, for April .12, declared that since 011 the Jewish qHdlon 111 particular. Negro question was wrorig. is now taking place in the Soviet Unfon: 
the 20th Payty Congress ·nad . .attackaj • tke C:t1 ·p"-sf ho's m�cf• o sharp s�f�h, o.s And in the sixth piace, on the qirestion' under the leadership of the Commtrnisl: 
"doctrinairism," the American CP should agaln1� ·the ·shtlll --delllols of Rus1fo11 ont•• ot agitation for soci.ali,sm, he writes, "We Party of ihat country:" · 
,-e-:.examine its· line on the ·-Negro ques- Semitisn,, whrch· hod ·a..-e·11 th• CP'• to,lt' in j-ust quit." • 

BASIC E9UATION tioo. . ffle• post, ne Stoll11t1t· preu Is �urrently, A reader of the DClli.ly Worker, who -

Shac.htman 

Talks - -

111 IIH, with the- 11ew Rrfe, feell119 "o die, writes that he wa.s in .ijungary. dfuiilg The a.rgument is- simple : Russia is i
se■se of· lndlg11atfon, 0119er ond grief aver the Rajk .trial, demands : socialist society, and a socialist societY? 
fhe- lated dl1clos■rei of· Yiolatl�n of so• has mechanis1\1s within it to cori•ect itsc 
clotist -prl11cipl•s linde'r· tlte Stol111 re9h-. · "Wo mu.s♦ probe l,ow it hoppeftl thot mistakes ; the hol'rors now being reve.aled'
i11 ffle' Soviet Uiilo11," in11ocut people ore txecahd under social• al-e.' j1,st mistakes i and t'he socialfs6• , . . 1 . E D . ls111. Whot happe11s thot persa11;s with. society will conect them. No less a eader tlia.n \lgene ' enn1s, doibh remof11 1Uent7 Whot hop· peas that • ....,...,. · ·n th 'Dtt"l ,., ,. f Apr'! 16 This may satisfu- many AmericanWusi.,g ·1 e 1 Y ,., or,.er O 1 · people or• .•tom•...._ ... Into de.mandi11' 9 .f.h.•. ' · d · h "' · t d ti v � �-- i-auk-and-file CPers who have not the.in: ecr1es t e 1mpnsonmen · an execu on deotli · ...,9a.lty fvr. the occused, dee.pit• 011:.re: •• 

d • •1 " J't• l I It · 1 I d s of th ,,_ sclYes beQn part of tlte apparatus, whose'. .... aue ,rom Pet• • 0� po 1 iea an< cu ura ea er e abhorrence af copitol piinf�h1nent? What " 
J · b · ·t · th So · ·t 1J · " life within the. party has been a m·atte"" well as. proving that the, standard of ,)iv. e-n,;s commum Y In c . vie ruon. olioul the prciJeutoi' ir, tlle cole? Wllot "' 

D. tif II h
. 

A .. · CP h d of ALP lictivity and tJle like ; t'ol' many� ·,,,g of the'.• .. orke·- had n' 1cr·eased ·grea• · u u Y t e mer1can a$ e- of tl1o • i•�e? Wllot of· the people n•• . . . ..:: ,.. •� 1r • • .., of them have. a simple equation in. weir,l'y. Moreovel', he stated, Khl'DshcheY noimced the "Rajk framcllp"' in Hun- myself, wh.o were led ta occept. th4 mere- lieads which , reads : $fate. ownership ,0r; would .int1:oduce democracy. gary. The Peo))le's Wo1·/d for A pril 11 accusotla11 as iuatlce, 011d te♦dy to sh11 the ·economy· = socialism ; thei·efore Ou--'ng •he exchange,· Shachtman took goes so !at· as to Liken it to the frame- anyone wha d•�d protfft?" . 1 h al h 
u • 

, f H k h M JI r,• • �uss1a is socia �st; t erefore I t ese-. up the claim that the growth of industry ups O ayniar et, t e O Y ,aguire. G. S., WTiting in the Daily Wo,·kep fol" things ne simply aben•ations.
equaled socialism, explaining: why this Joe Hill, Sac�o. and· Va!1zetti, the Rosen- April 11 ,  questions t)le enti1·e procedure It is the first premise which is fund-was false. He showed not only that the bergs and �yilbe Me��e. 1nd, 0f �oui·se, of Stalinist "self-criticism." amental t.<1 th, _e CP. ,apologia. Ju_ m_ .  pin .. . &-',� .• -..... �

. 
growth of ' i11dustry and the exploitation t

d
he Kosto

d
v frameup .JD Jru_lgaria 15 also . "Why," he asks,. ''were criticisms· or· , ,.!,P_ .l!}�.¥, - 9.-_,i.-e3.� . . ,that...:t.be��to:fR of the :mass.es. ar,e not contudicfoey as eno11;11ce. , . • 

��"" ,. ad --� .. . • - -
:l'U <ill!G5 J!'!!� ��ei\."claim�'one·o�-�ms; ·� , .�ci"liill�--rrli�l�iiri'•11�tfu..7w.!ifu� �as ·'fiot 'iven· 11�· lilt- ' iat''!o15it fs'1i.i�•7�?'�Ja-Wbasttot�. l'iut that indeed the· vast mdostr1al de- typfcol Stolnllst .fo••IOII. Tlte l■S$I011 po...,. lishe<I in the Soviet Union ?  Wll:v" does a new type of · exp)qiting society whfo& 

velopme11t in .Rassia took pl.a� o.�ly ty·decr.les Stolln; th• Afflerfcon porty sec- not the pl'esent Soviet leadership lipenly is as untithetical to socialism as it, is. to: 
t.h,·ougf� the most extl'eme e:q>lo1tat1on �11d.• It: the

. R
uulon b�ruuc�ocy c_olls n.r decliu-e 'theil· owtr responsibility 1or. past capitalism. It is the cy11e of s0cia1 system .of the Russiau workers and peasants by �r,tfclam ond s.lf•crttlclsm : the A-r•• errors? . If Be.l'ia and hi:,. gang· wc1-e .re- we call .bureaucl'atic colfectivism. the 1·uli11g clas�. COIi porfy d�tlfully H909es In so�n�· sponsible for the break with Yugoslavia ·Ruuio is not•o socio\l1t society. $ac�'!.I•rn a firm but s�mpathctic manner, fi�ds that it hos •�•ct!y the sam• crth• why was he not brought to ope1i. trial? ism means mor• ff-eedam than copl1ot1,111., Shachtman asked -them ?ow they knew �lHH to _moke. lecoue af thts puppet• I1 the executions in Hungary were 11ot les� And thi� freedom d���i _tiot > that Khrushchev was mtroducmg de- 11•e l'ltoct•��• the 111•d Important thrng to frame-ups is it correct to p.ut · all t}Je s!rilply on stote ownushlp of ,nea■s of� 

mOcracy in Russia and would straighten · allser,e 15 ,eat thot this ga<ts OIi, but .. e blame on a police chief Tathcr than th.e · p.f�uctlon, but- on wor•ing•clou "owil��-.;out all of Stalin's "misdeeds." Wasn't it way It 9fft on. whot It reveals obaut the 11arty leadership?'' · · · · • ship" of th�·atote. 
true, he challengingly inqufred, that they- Cf' from below. But the ".aberrations" that have been-, 
were now being asked to believe that the · ''AIERRATION''? 1-evealed mean there is not a- ·partide- of•. 
present Russian :rulers would lnstitute ONE LONG �!STAKE ._ Thus, the readers- of the Daily Workel'' ae�ilal political power that resides !!.') "collective leadel·ship" and pul an end to �hl, · letters . to the editor in the CP· and the Ptople'a World make, when ;111 the hands -of the masses of people Ill 
lmdemoc.i-atic abuses on the sam�asis press still 1-emain the most interesting their . imlivid.uaJ contriblltions are com- Rdssia. And without this, theh� can··be-i 
that they· bad previously been 'j.Xpected thing about the ent:ir,!! discussio� f.or bined, what amounts to nothlng Jess.tban no socialism. · · 
to thfnk Stalin "the g1•eatest �ius of 
mankind," namely the word of tlie Rus-
1,ian Stalinist leadership and the leadel'S 
of the American CP? WJ1y should you 
take t.beh1 woi-d Iot it, he asked, the wotd 
of these ,people ,who did not lift a linger 
to oppose Stalin when he· w11s al.ive? D� 
:n1and deeds, not words, he told them. 

He pointed out that their Jeadei-s had 
in the · past syehopantically endoJ-sed 
evel'ything Stalin did and were just as 
sycophantically. now endorsing the new 
line. Why shoultl you believe them now, 
when you .know, they have deceived you 
in the past, he enquh·ed? 

He explained to ·them tbat ·because of 
the .attit\lde of the Communist Party 
they had been -kept· in· ignorance -of the
Independent, socialist movement in this 
country and knew- nothing abou.t it. 
"'Why- don't- you read ou1· press and find 
out about. us,· even if its just in oi:der to· 
be -able . to oppose us inteJUgently?" be 
svggested to them. And in conclu•sioll, he 
pi:oposed that, they ask their leaders to 
accept the YSL challenge to debate the 
meaning of the dethronement of Stalin. 

In Philadelphia-Hear 
Max Shactitman 

on 

STALINISM WITHOUT 
STALIN 

The Meaning of the 
20th Congress 

THURS., MAY 3, at 8 :30 p.m. 

IM SA,N · FRANCISCO- . . 

Schneiderman Says·He·DDesn't Know ... ; 
ly CHARLES . WALKEl 

San. Francisco, Ap·r. 6 

About 350 Stalinists• and their sympa
thizers, distul'lIBd to varying degrees, at• 
tended the . CP's only San '.F1·ancisco 
meetjng_.!;Q�,vofid i<i:. eiP.laining the . 20tli 
Congress of the Russian party. It was 
hel� .J.(!rught. wi.tli'2State CP Chairman
William Sdmeiaernian· doing the ex
plaining. SchmJide1'lllim is cmently
stumping Calif9rnia on. this subject. 

Schneiderman's approach · was to. sb-ess 
the° ''positive" and •more theoretical fea
tures ,of th� 20th Congi·ess, as against 
the ·more sensational matters· like Qie
assault on Stalin's • reputation and the. 
revelations· of past injustices. The latter, 
be · claimed, were being deliberately 
pushed by the "State Department" to 
".divert attention," 

Fo1· the most part Schneiderman iol
lowed the course already laid out by 
American CP explaineri The congress 

What about' the role of the other Rus
sian leaders? Schneiderman said he 
didn'.t kn·ow; wastr't there.

reol u11eoslness in ♦fl� loco! ronh. Sch11•i• . ( Of course, in· the meanti me, tl\e Alge. . 
dermo11'1 repll•• _,... evasive. � rian people �hould no, doubt hail the Stal-

·-Didn't the Rajk confession .. and, the lnists for arming their . oppressQ1,s l l'{_o�;
doctors' confessions call for real · doubt aTSO: tlill t in this·· 1•eply; Scnrieide1'man··!
about S9viet justice'r"-lt .calhrirrto .qiles- automatically accepts, . as always, the,! 
tion the "methods of review." However, 1'ole· of the othe1· CPs as aux.iliaries of,1 
t.liere • are no excuses� for false anct Russian fore.ign-policy need.,, V[ith the-' 
framed-lip chai;ge-�. Don't- blam� . iudi• 1·igl)t to sell out any light foi· freedoni fo 
viduals. a�ieve' any Moscow·slogan,) · ' ( 

�was the re-evaluation:',or-Sta;Jlii·tak- ' ·•-Wb'y was no co1Tection ·of mistake�;ng place in the best· manne\'· possible?-- made. before Stalin's death? ·-oou't' 1
Tllis is questionable. Other €P:r should kno,v. • 
have participated. ' 

-How do you p.resetve monolith.le ,
-Whe11 will public 'opposition' fo" �nr- unity and still prevent eno1·s?-Therer�

1-ent doctrines · be. l)()ssible ' in the SGviet is a time fol' disciplfo:e and unity,.. an'c:t'i
Union?-It is now going on [so·: elaimed there al'e other times wJJen .tlri!J is ' only ; 
Schrwaerman coolly, without e11en, re- a. pretext for 11nti-democratic acts. When- ·ferri.ng � the armed Sllppression of the it's the right time for democ1·acy, use it. 
Tiflis demonstration or the unanimity o.£ (Of course, the decision 8$ .to whichl 
the 20th Congress] . . It was stifled before, time is which • , • will be made by the-• 
but it is to be ho�d th'at 'wider latitudes little Stalins. ) 
of democracy will be bpened up as . the. -Did you, Schneiderman, discuss your·
war recedes. ·· _ · speech with the leadership before -giving,-

-Why did tti. f,..,,cll C,r support Mol• it?-1 wo\lldn't have dared otherwise: :-.
let i• Algerlo7 Do-•t lhls old lmp.rlol• • 1,1117-We lad imrmotlo11. (A· fr•q■ent 
reply lly Scll111tldtrmo11.J However. It Schneiderman did his le�ljl· best � 
seem, 11eces1e1i-y to prevent ,ronc.• from answet the faithful. Most ·01- tbe a-udi-
9ttti119 a right•win9 9overnme■t and lie,. ence seemed to be composeif'•oi- mfdd1e
ca111ln9 o• Amerlcoll puppet, If the Freitclt I aged and older people who have p;robj\bly, 
broke from ♦he U. S. ond coill.e ta 011 been around the CP for yeaTS. 
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St. Jomes Hote l, Room 304 
l3tlt ond Wal11at 

Auqion: 
btdopeU<lent. ,Socia,li3t � 

As for the U. S., the CP (he said) 
shouTd lfave :known better after the 
"Browder · episode" ;  but even wifh. mo1•e 
information, i.t would stiJJ be debatable 
as to · wnat action should have been
taken, "in the face of anti-Soviet .slan
ders"; perhaps it· would not have been 
mentioned at all. 

Wrlttea questions submlmd to Scll11el' 
dirlllolt' ,alld uswered 'fly" ltlm f1dlcoted 

ogreement with the Soviet Union on later• Among the Labor Youfh Lea.guo'1 
notloliol policy, .. ,, would - contribute to youth, the response may be-,-,ditreren�. 
peoceful ,oh,tloai of world pt'Olllems. The .Schnetdermap will pl'obably . als(!' hold��"
Franch c:, would try to l11fluuco tfte meeting on th.e same subject in the East 

� 

Fre11c• sociolith lletttt froin wlthlli, •• · Bay ·area, and . more dissent may b'e vis-
far os Al•rlo· 11 coltC'eriied . .  ·. • . . I ible thl!re, • - _ - - - . ·' 
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