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"Necessity is a monster of the old world and its true name is 
Fatality. Now it is the true law of progress that monsters sho�ld 
disappear .... It is a bad moment to utter the word love, but no 
matter. I utter it and glorify it. Love thou hast a future. Death I 
make use of thee but I abhor thee. 

"Citizens, in the future there will be no darkness, no thunder­
claps; neither ferocious ignorance nor blood-thirsty retaliation; and 
as there will be no Satan left, there will be no St. Michael. In the 
future no man will kill another man, the earth will be radiant and 
the human race will love ... and we are going to die in order that 
it may come true." 

-Victor Hugo in Les Miserables
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THE KRUSHCHEV REPORT AND THE CRISIS IN 

THE AMERICAN LEFT 

Part I 

The Krushchev report on the crimes committed during 
the Stalin era struck friends of socialism with profound 
grief and anger. Shock, bitterness and frustration swept 
throuo-h the ranks of Marxists throughout the world. 
When the initial confusion subsided, people began to 
ask a· whole series of questions decisive to the future of 
socialism: 

How could the crimes and errors of an entire period 
be attributed to the aberrations of one man? 

What was the real cause of this gruesome contamination? 
Is there not something wrong with a system and an 

ideology that permitted such monstrous violations of 
human rights? 

Are such crimes inherent in socialism itself? What can 

one believe in now? 
Can one blame Stalin for all that was negative in the 

Soviet Union without indulging in the cult of the indi­

vidual in reverse? 
Isn't this term, cult of the individual, a mere euphemism 

employed to hide the co-responsibility of the present 

leaders of the Soviet Union? 
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