
coalitions, but it avoids outlining new tactics and ap­
proaches or organizational changes for broadening party 
activities. 

The principal contradiction between the interests of 
the monopolies and of the American people will revolve 
around the growing threat of an economic crisis and the 
means for resolving such a crisis once it breaks out. This 
and related issues, such as the dangers inherent in the 
continued, vast armament expenditures provide the basis 
for a popular anti-monopoly movement. Such a move­
ment, however, will not be generated merely by reciting 
paeans to American democratic traditions. Rhetoric can­
not be a substitute for persistent, patient grassroot activi­
ties among the people. 

SOME CONCLUDING REMARKS 

According to the rank-and-file members of the Commu­
nist Party, much of the party's inner corrosion which 
arouses antipathy and intensifies its isolation can be traced 
to the abandonment of Leninist principles regarding party 
life and activities. The leadership of the party, however, 

106 

' 

I 

seems to be searching for an ideological "open sesame" 
for the present crisis. 

It would seem that the primary task of the leadership 
should be a careful evaluation of the thoughts and expe­
riences of the membership to bridge the gap between 
the membership and the leadership. 

The party cannot regain prestige by perfunctory ad­
missions of "bureaucracy" or "wrong methods of work." 
There is �learly the danger that the cry of ideological 
errors and of objective conditions, though containing a 
measure of justification, will lead to an avoidance of 
self-criticism by the leadership and will prevent definition 
of the basic contradictions within the party. 

Inside and outside the party, people doubt the readi­
ness and capacity of the present leadership to undergo 
such decisive self-criticism. The editors of the Monthly

Review, a socialist, non-party magazine, for example, 
believe that the Communist leadership is hopelessly com­
promised and that the party has no future. "Eventually," 
they predict, "its decline will continue until it joins the 
Socialist Labor Party and the Socialist Party in the 
museum of American political history." 

Despite the current unpropitious objective conditions 
in the United States, this dismal prediction need not 
materialize. The party will probably continue to be har­
rassed and further tactical and organizational retreats 
may be necessary. But the history of Marxist parties shows 
that such retreats need not lead to rout, abandonment of 
correct ideology and party disintegration. 

Communist Parties generally do not crumble under 
enemy repressions or from loss of membership; some even 
become tempered and politically more mature. Phases of 
decline and relative impotence have been followed by 
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