
The Regroupment 
Discussion

An Editorial

In last week’s issue we published the text of a state
ment adopted by the National Committee of the Socialist 
Workers Party entitled “ On the Regroupment of Revolu
tionary Socialist Forces in the United States.’' The states 
ment presents a series of programmatic points, which in 
the view of tlhe SWP, will contribute to the further clari
fication of the present wide discussion in the radical move
ment on the prospect for socialist regroupment.

Even prior to publication of the SWP statement on 
regroupment, our mail has reflected deep interest in the 
issue involved. ‘On page two we publish two such letters.

Throughout the country during the past year, well 
attended symposiums, debates and forums have been the 
arena for a new and welcome exchange of views among 
v irtua lly all the raqlical tendencies in the United States. By 
presenting a series of concrete programmatic points for 
consideration, we feel that the statement o f the Socialist 
Workers Party w ill help considerably to advance the dis
cussion.

Such a discussion, we believe is the prerequisite for 
unifying the revolutionary socialist forces in the United 
States.

In addition to a clear posing of programmatic issues 
involved, what is essential to a fru itfu l discussion is elimi
nation of any e ffort to restrict i t  or to try  to ban anyone’s 
participation in it.

DESIRE FOR JOINT ACTION!
The discussions of the past year have revealed a 

profound sentiment in the ranks of all tendencies for 
maximum unity in action on concrete issues such as civil 
liberties and civil rights. The SWP statement indicates the 
party’s willingness to jo in in such united endeavors.

Unification of revolutionary socialist forces in the 
struggle against American capitalism is assuredly today’s 
most vital need. A  free, fraternal and constructive discus
sion is indispensable to the achievement of this goal. We 
look forward to comment on the SWP’s proposals and open 
the Militant’s pages to the expression of all viewpoints on 
the issues involved.

THE REVIVAL OF GERMAN MILITARISM  
(See Page 3)
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Communist Party Convention 
Resists New Kremlin Dictate

Forgotten Promises

George Meany and W alter Reuther at the merger convention 
o f the A F L  and CIO in December 1955, pledged a big Southern 
organizing drive. Now, a l it t le  more than a year la ter, the 
A FL-C IO  has quietly dropped the plan and has announced an 
organizing drive fo r white-collar workers.

Token Civil Rights 
Bill Given Chance 
To Pass Congress

By John Thayer
.According to Washington dope- | 

stcrs there is a imove afoot in 
Congress to .pass a watered-down 
c iv il r igh ts  law th is  session. 
These rumors are noteworthy 
from  ¡the fo llow ing points o f 
view: 1

(1) They show tha t the pres
sure of the Negro people, partic
u la rly  in the i fo rm  of the bus 
boycott movements in the South 
and the open dissatisfaction w ith 
both cap ita lis t parties, is having 
its  effect on- the politicians. (2) 
The politician's feel i t  is neces
sary to t r y  to pass some c iv il 
r igh ts law— heretofore these con
cerned about the Negro and la
bor vote had considered i t  suf
fic ien t merely to introduce civil 
r igh ts  bills w ithout any intention 
o f really fig h tin g  fo r  the ir pas
sage. (3) The b ill tha t w ill be 
pushed w ill not embody basic 
c iv il r igh ts  demands (anti-lynch
ing, fa ir  employment praetires 
or school desegregation) but 
ra ther token or fr inge  conces
sions.

I t  appears tha t the Senators 
behind the move favor a b ill in 
corporating all or some of Eisen
hower’s recommendations of a 
year ago. These were a conwnis- 
sion to investigate c iv il rights 
problems, a c iv il righ ts depart
ment in the Department of Jus
tice, au tho rity  fo r A ttorney Gen
eral to prosecute those in tim ida t
ing  or coercing a voter in a 
federal election, authority fo r the 
A tto rney  Genefal to go to court 
on behalf of one whose c iv il 
r igh ts  have been violated, direct 
recourse to federal courts by 
those whose c iv il rights have been 
violated, and authority  fo r  the 
A tto rney General to proceed 
against conspiracies to violate 
c iv il rights.

Hearings have been going on 
in the House o f (Representatives 
on two bills (H R  1151 and 2145) 
o f this character. One was in tro 
duced by Rep. Celler (D -N .Y .) 
the other by Rep. Keating (R- 
N .Y .).

In  an artic le  entitled “ Real 
C ivil R ights Test Is  Due,’’ John

(Continued on page 4)

S till Blocking Imperialists

The 5,000-ton Egyptian LST, Akka, loaded w ith cement, .was s u n k 'in  the Suez Canal 40 
miles south of P ort Said a t the time o f the unsuccessful British-French invasion to recapture 
control of the Egyptian canal. The Akka is presenting salvage crews now working to  clear the 
canal w ith  a major problem. A ttem pts to  hoist the  sunken ship fa iled last week and salvage 
ships began the work o f tow ing i t  to  a w ider section of the canal where i t  can be by-passed.

Saud Visit Shows U. S. Gov't 
Bolstering Arab Feudalists

By Fred Halstead I porte r of A rab nationalism, 
1 backing th is plan? And why is

D uring his v is it in Washington! the government o f the United 
last month, K ing  Ibn Saud o f j States, a modern cap ita lis t coun- 
Saudi Arabia announced tha t the! try , supporting the absolute
Eisenhower Doctrine fo r  the 
Middle East “ is a good one which 
is entitled to consideration and 
appreciation”  by the A rab gov
ernments. The purpose o f the 
Eisenhower Doctrine is to allow 
United States economic and m ili
ta ry  power to replace tha t of 
B rita in  and France whose power 
in  the A rab world is collapsing 
a fte r the Suez fiasco.

Why is Saud, a self-styled sup-

AFL-CIO Tops Seen Giving Up 
Southern Organizing Campaign

as well be stopped at the Mason- 
D ixon line.”

The W hite Citizens Councils, 
organized by the plantation own
ers, bankers, bosses and the ir 
stooges in politics, send organ
izers up and down every state 
¿n the South. W ith in  a m atter 
o f a fewr years they have grown 
to the point where today they 
collect around m illion a year 
in dues. In  most Southern States, 
opposed only by the Negro peo
ple, they have established v ir 
tua lly  d icta toria l power.

The W1CC has even succeeded 
in electing proponents of anti- 
labor bills like  the “ r ig h t to 
w ork”  laws in heavily unionized 
d istricts. Benny Cash of Chata- 
noog-a, an open advocate of the 
“ r ig h t to w ork”  b ill, was elected 
to the state legislature o f Ten
nessee from  such a d is tric t.

The companies are having a 
fie ld  day using the race issue 
against e ffo rts  of employes to 
organize. As reported in the Wall 
Street Journal, Feb. 6, a hosiery 
manufacturer at H igh Point, N.C.. 
sent employes a le tte r during an 
organizing drive. The le tte r in 
cluded the fo llow ing masterful 
piece of hypocrisy: “ A ll over the 
'South today there is deep con
cern. on the question of ra 
cia l segregation versus in tegra
tion. . . This company docs not 
consider tha t i t  is appropriate 
fo r  the company' to influence you 
one way or another on th is deep 
and v ita l issue. But the unions

have taken and are taking ia 
very extreme position on this 
m atter.

“ You are entitled to know,”  the 
le tte r continues, “ and you should 
understand, tha t the organizers 
are misleading you and deceiving 
you when they pretend tha t the 
unions are neutral on this m at
ter. The actual tru th  is th a t the 
unions are ¡working day and 
night, and pouring out the money 
which they collect in  dues, in  an 
e ffo rt to elim inate segregation 
and to bring about integration 
in the schools and elsewhere be
tween the white people ‘and the 
colored people as rap id ly  and 
completely as possible.”

In  a union election in W ilm ing
ton, N.C., an o ffic ia l of the Spof- 
fo rd  M ills  sent a le tte r to the em
ployes: “ You m ay have noticed 
in the newspapers tha t the A FL- 
CIO at ■ its  recent convention 
took $75,900 of the dues paid to 
i t  by the people w'ho are its  mem
bers and gave th is  money to the 
NAACP, whidh is the organiza
tion aggressively w orking fo r  the 
w ip ing out o f a ll racial segrega
tion, both in schools, manufac
tu rin g  plants and elsewhere.”

WCC TACTICS
The token aid the union move

ment has been compelled to give 
to the c iv il rights struggle is 
thus thrown at union organizers. 
A ttem pting  to duck the segrega
tion  issue, the labor bureaucrats 

(Continued on page 4)

feiJdal monarch, Ibn Saud? The 
answ’er is th a t both Saud and 
U.S. capita lism  are funda
m entally opposed to the revolu
tionary  struggles o f the A rab 
masses fo r  economic and political 
progress, fo r  an end to economic 
exploitation by foreigners, fo r  
the opportunity to  develop the ir 
own national resources fo r  the ir 
own benefit.

Saud’s “ nationalism”  is based 
on hatred fo r  Israel and a 
dynastic feud w ith  the Hashemite 
rulers o f Jordan and Iraq  who 
were put in power by the B ritish . 
This, plus the fa c t th a t he is a 
puppet of U.S. o il corporations 
ra ther than B ritish  ones, ac
counts fo r  his occasional opposi
tion to B ritish  im perialism  in 
recent years. H is class position, 
however, is proving stronger than 
his fa m ily  feuds. A t  the Wash
ington talks Saud was brought 
together w ith  Iraq ’s Crown 
Prince Abdullah who together 
w ith  Lebanon’s Foreign M in ister 
Jacob M a lik  had previously an
nounced support o f the Eisen
hower Doctrine.

U.S. diplomats prepared the 
Washington v is it in hopes tha t 
“ Saud would conclude th a t he 
had more in common w ith  K ing  
Faisal o f Iraq, who is also rich 
in oil, than w ith  President 
Nasser, who represents a revo
lutionary, anti-feudal movement 
in the Arab world tha t m ight 
one day bring  down the Hashe- 
mites and the ¡Sauds as well,”  
says the Jan. 31, N . Y . Times.

SAUD’S TROUBLES

I t  is mass unrest in the ir own 
countries which these ru lers fear 
most and against which they 
exjpeot U.S. arms to protect them. 
P art of the agreements concluded 
w ith  Saud on his Washington 
tr ip  was the five-year extension 
o f the lease fo r  the U.S. bomber 
base a t Dhahran. In  re tu rn  fo r 
the lease Saud1 is to  receive an 
estimated $50 m illion  in  U.S. 
m ilita ry  equipment, services 
and tra in ing  to maintain “ in 
fernal security.”

The maintenance of the 
“ security”  of his feudal regime 
is becoming increasingly d iff ic u lt 
fo r  Saud. The extraction o f o il 
in  A rabia, according to the Jan.

31 N. Y. Times, has not only 
made “ Saudi A rab ia ’s sheiks and 
princes rich, but i t  has begun 
to develop a po litica lly  conscious 
middle class in the towns . . . 
the Arabian-American O il Com
pany workers have begun to 
develop po litica l consciousness.”

WORKER UNREST
Saud has been facing increas

ing unrest from  these workers. 
“ Last June,”  according to the 
Jan. 23 Time Magazine, “ 4,000 
workers struck a t ARAMCO ju s t 
before Saud paid a fo rm al v is it, 
greeted him shouting o f ‘oppres
sion’ by fore ign im perialists. 
Saud’s police beat several demon
strators to death w ith  palm 
stems.”

The U.S. State Department 
finds support fo r  the Eisenhower 
Doctrine from  the Saud’s and 
Faisals, because these elements 
are least sensitive to the w ill of 
the A rab masses who do not 
want to  exchange British-French 
domination fo r  th a t o f U.S. im 
perialism.

Reflects Will of Members 
To Win Right to Chart
Party's Political Course

By Harry Ring 
NEW YORK, Feb. 13 — Reflecting the will of Com

munist Party members to win freedom from the political 
dictation of tihe Kremlin, the party’s convention which 
ended here last n igh t rebuffed5^
K rem lin  e ffo rts  to  decide the
convention’s outcome. Moscow’s 
in tervention came, as i t  did in  
1945, through the medium o f a 
le tte r from  French CP leader 
Jacques Duclos which branded 
the stand o f the Gates w ing  of 
the party  leadership as a 
“ dangerous departure”  f r o m  
“ Marxism-Leninism .”

The Duclos le tte r followed an 
attack in the Feb. 3 issue o f the 
Moscow paper, Soviet Russia, 
which charged the Gates forces 
w ith  succumbing to the “ pres
sure o f bourgois ideology”  and 
lumped its  views w ith  those of 
John Foster Dulles in  typical 
S ta lin is t frame-up style.

D EN NIS SHIFTS
Apparently sensing a strong 

reaction by the delegates to the 
Duclos’ K rem lin-in  spired in te r
vention, P a rty  Secretary Dennis 
replied to the le tte r w ith  the 
declaration: “ Our decisions w ill 
he our own, made by the col
lective judgm ent of this con
vention, and based on OUR 
M arx is t understanding o f Am er
ican rea lity .”  Dennis, who, tried 
to play a balance-of-power role 
in  the in terna l conflict, had ap
peared in the days p rio r to the 
Convention to be blocking w ith  
the Foster w ing. H is stand 
against Duclos, however, pu t him  
in opposition to th a t w ing.

Foster, who ¡led the struggle 
to keep the CP ¡in jthe role j o (  a 
blind parro t fo r the Moscow line, 
asserted th a t “ th is  conveiltion 
should welcome the sag^ and

friend ly advice o f our French, 
comrades and others.”

The actual convention vote ex
pressing independence f r o m  
K rem lin domination came on the 
issue o f whether the pa rty  
should in te rp re t and apply 
“ M arxism -Leninism ”  or merely 
apply it. The Fosterite viewpoint 
was tha t the CP must l im it 
its e lf to applying the line la id 
down by the Soviet bureaucracy.

Presenting the m a jo rity  view 
of the resolutions committee, 
Gates - supporter Max Weiss 
Called on the convention to ap
prove a clause stating tha t the 
American CP upholds M arxism - 
Leninism “ as in terpreted”  by the 
party . The clause, he said, is an 
“ exp lic it declaration o f the inde
pendent and equal status of our 
pa rty  in  re la tion to a ll other 
parties in  the world Communist 
movement on matters of theory.”  
Such a step, he pointed out 
constituted a break w ith  the past 
when “ we ta c itly  assumed tha t 
the in te rpre ta tion  o f the p rin 
ciples o f Marxism-Leninism  as 
made by the Communist P a rty  
o f the Soviet Union was ipso 
facto valid and a ll th a t we had 
to do was to creatively apply 
the ir in terpretations to our con
ditions.”

A t  • a convention press con
ference, party  spokesmen re
ported th a t the stand o f “ in 
te rp re ting ”  M arxism  was adopt
ed by the convention by an ap
proximate two-to-one m a jo rity .

The convention elected 20 
members to a 60-memiber na- 

(Continued on page 3)

U. S. Target

E G Y PTIAN  PRESIDENT 
NASSER. As part o f its  drive 
against the national inde
pendence movement w h i c h  
makes him a power, W all 
Street is now wooing Middle 
East feudal leaders.

K AD A R

By Myra Tanner Weiss
.FEB. 11— At the tail end of 

the ¡meeting of the Executive 
Council of the AFL-CIO in M i
ami last week, plans were an
nounced for a large-scale cam
paign to organize 13 million 
white-collar workers. .Plans in
clude the placing ¡of 120 organ
izers into the field. There arc 
only about three ¡million white- 
collar workers at present in the 
AFL-C IO .

The organizing report was 
made by John L ivingston who 
had to ' rush through to enable 
Council members to catch their 
planes fo r  home. There was no 
tim e fo r discussion of the pro
posal apparently considered the 
least im portant made at the 
meeting. But i t  is clear the pro
posal is a substitute fo r the 
much-talked-of Southern organ
iz ing  drive tha t was promised 
when the A F L  and CIO .merged 
in December of l!)5o.

TOPS FEAR STRUGGLE
The fac t is tha t the Southern 

organizing drive collapsed w ith 
out ever really ge tting  started. 
W hy couldn’t  the top labor o f
fic ia ls  -deliver on the ir promise 
to organize the South ? Not be
cause they lacked money, le- 
sources or organizing personnel/ 
O f these things they have plenty. 
B u t to organize the South would 
mean a fig h t— a f ig h t against 
the te rro rism  of the W hite C iti-I

zens Councils and t-he Ku K lux 
Klan. And the AFL-C IO  o ff i
cials— labor bureaucrats tha t they 
are— don’t  like  to fig h t. They 
have no stomach fo r a real .strug
gle.

The white collar workers need 
union organization. Their liv ing  
standards, under constantly 
mounting in fla tion, have been on 
the decline. But the need to or
ganize the South is fa r more 
urgent. M illions of Negro w ork
ers áre already engaged in  a 
life  and death struggle fo r the ir 
c iv il rights. A ll logic would1 te ll 
union organizers tha t the place 
to begin is in the South. The 
militancy of the Negro people 
would supply a ready-made basis 
for an organizing campaign. On 
the other hand, if  the labor move
ment permits this fight to be 
defeated by the White Citizens 
Councils, the latter, in all their 
labór-hating fury, will dominate 
the South. Union organization 
will he blocked for a long time 
to come.

Lacking the kind of campaign 
tha t is needed to organize the 
¡South, the labor movement not 
only fa ils  to make progress, i t  
is losing ground. As II. L. M itch
ell, head of the A gricu ltu ra l 
W orkers Union said1, "Unless a 
program in itia ted  by the A F L 
OJO and the national and in te r
national unions is developed to 
expose the W hite Citizens Coun

cil's, fu tu re  organizing campaigns 
planned by the AFL-C IO  may

Hungary Gov’t Attacks 
Worker, Student Gains

FEB. 12 — The Kremlin’s puppet regime of Janos 
Kadar in Hungary is continuing a savage totalitarian on
slaught against the workers and youth of that country.

The regime announced Feb. 10®----------------------------------------------------
that all industrial workers would I
be paid solely by piece-work 
rates instead of fixed wages. To 
enforce this reactionary meas
ure, plans are being laid for the 
creation of armed factory guards 
to “maintain order” among the 
workers. Coming on the heels of 
the recent Kadar decree estab
lishing the death penalty for 
strikers, these moves mark a re
turn to the vilest features of 
the Stalinist labor code.

Tram pling  fu rth e r on the na
tional aspirations of the H un
garian people, the regime has 
also indicated its in tention to re
establish compulsory Russian in 
struction in the school- system.

According to the Feb. 11 New 
Y ork Times, the M in is te r o f Edu
cation explains th a t i t  w il l be 
necessary to “ delay”  carry ing 
out the recent law  abolishing 
such compulsory instruction be
cause of a lack of teachers of 
western languages. He did not 
indicate what way the two were 
connected.

‘DANGER’ OF CONCESSIONS
Desperate e ffo rts  to Crush 

mass revolutionary o-pposition is 
apparently focusing on the na
tion ’s youth. A  Feb. 8 Reuters 
dispatch reports tha t the o ff i
cial CP paper. Nepszabadsag. has 
suggested tha t children be raised 
in special “ children’s towns”  so 
tha t they could “ grow up in a 
healthy way of th ink ing  and be 
taught socialist patrio tism  and 
discipline in a conform ist at
mosphere.”

To bolster the drive against 
the youth, i t  is reported th a t in

a m ajor Budapest h igh school 
the teachers have been summon
ed to a lecture by the police on 
the subject, "H ow  to deal w ith  
the counter-revolutionary beha
v io r of children.”

The over-all perspective of the 
regime was expressed in a pub
lic speech of one of its members, 
Gyuta Kallai, in Budapest. He 
declared: “The present state of 
emergency will continue until 
we have finally crushed the 
counter-revolution. . . The revo- 

. lutionary government has decid
ed that no concessions shall be 
made since concessions, however 
small, would result in greater de- 
mands and lead to a new Oct. 

I 23.”
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Labor and the 5th Amendment
In  opposing the projected Congressional 

“ investigation”  of labor “ racketeering.”  
Carl Stellato, president o f the powerful 
Ford Local 600-UAW, has taken a stand 
that should be supported by every union
is t and every defender of civil liberties.

In the Feb. 2 issue of Ford Facts, Stel
lato declared: “ Senator McClellan is con
ducting a ‘probe’ o f alleged labor 
racketeering. . . His companions in this 
probe are Senator McCarthy and Senator 
Mundt — two anti-Union Senate leaders 
who have suddenly decided to protect the 
workers from the ir leaders. . . I f ,  as 
alleged, - racketeering does exist in some 
levels of the labor movement, I  am quite 
certain that labor can clean its own house. 
And labor certainly looks w ith a jaundiced 
eye when the enemies o f labor try  to do 
the job for us. We w ill be opposed to a 
‘labor investigating Roman Holiday’ which 
is so characteristic of anything Senator 
McCarthy has a hand in.”

Stellato’s statement comes as a timely 
and proper answer to the stand of UAW 
President Walter Reuther and the top o f
ficialdom of the AFL-CIO in support of 
such, a “ labor investigating Roman Holi
day.”  This stand was expressed in a reso
lution of the UAW International Ex
ecutive Board calling on Congress to 
“ authorize an appropriate Congressional 
committee to conduct an investigation . . . 
and expose . . . corruption in labor, in in
dustry and all other aspects of the 
problem.”

This invitation to the political represen

tatives o f Big Business to interfere in 
labor’s affairs can only encourage a 
McCarthy-itype smear of all unions. I t  w ill 
help lay the basis for fu rther government 
attacks on the rights of labor. An even 
more dangerous aspect of the AFL-CIO 
stand is its declaration that any union 
official who utilizes the F ifth  amendement 
against the Congressional probers should 
be automatically dismissed from his 
post. This stand must be characterized as 
a reactionary assault on Constitutional 
rights and a major assist to the witch- 
hunting drive against the B ill of Rights.

One of the principal aims of the Con
gressional probers is a new assault on the 
F ifth  Amendment. Just /as McCarthy’s 
previous “ investigations”  s p r e a d  the, 
poisonous concept of “ F ifth  Amendment 
Communists,”  so the present committee 
w ill carry on an insidious campaign' 
against “ F ifth  Amendement labor racket
eers.”  In this way the curtailment of civil 
liberties w ill be extended from the political 
to the trade union arena.

I t  is necessary to restate that the pur
pose of the F ifth  Amendment is to defend 
the rights of the innocent, and that every 
attack upon the unconditional r igh t of 
every citizen to its protection is an assault 
on the Constitution itself.

The stand taken by labor’s top hierarchy 
is a serious betrayal of the interests of 
civil liberties in general and of labor’s 
rights in particular. Every conscious 
unionist should work fo r its repudiation.

Revival of German Militarism

The Power to Declare War
The Eisenhower Doctrine, which would 

give the President authority to involve 
th is country in war in the Middle East 
on his own decision, met a flu rry  of 
resistance in the combined Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Commit
tees. Senator J. W illiam Fulbright (D- 
A rk .), proposed to substitute fo r th is  
authorization a resolution endorsing Ad
ministration policy in the Middle East, a 
resolution that w'ould, however, lack the 
force of law. Fulbright’s proposal was 
defeated, Feb. 12, by a vote of 17 to 10.

Objection was also raised to the second 
part o f the Eisenhower Doctrine that 
would give the President up to $200 m il
lion to spend fo r special projects in the 
Middle East. Senator Harry F. Byrd (D- 
Va.) led the figh t against this section and 
was defeated by a vote of 17 to, 11.

In the course of the debate Secretary of 
State Dulles was sharply attacked. Sen. 
Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) charged that 
“ there is no more deceptive person in 
public life  than John Foster Dulles.”

Of most concern to the American peo
ple, however, is the Eisenhower demand 
fo r war-making power in the Middle East. 
Fulbright argued that granting the Presi
dent the sole decision to make war would 
“ strike dJown the Senate’s rights and 
duties in the conduct o f foreign affa irs 
as defined by 168 years of constitutional 
practice.”  He also said i t  would permit

“ naked executive power [to] rule the 
highest and most fateful interests of the 
nation.”  (N. Y. Herald Tribune, Feb. 12.)

Senator Fullbright’s appraisal of the 
constitutional problem involved in the 
Eisenhower Doctrine is correct. But we 
suspect it  was made with an eye to the 
next elections for little  concern has been 
evinced in the past fo r the protection of 
the Senate’s “ constitutional duties.”

The sole power of Congress to declare 
war was forgotten when Truman took the 
U.S. into the Korean civil war on his own, 
evading the constitutional obstacle by 
calling his move a “ police action.”  Then, 
two years ago, Congress gave up its 168- 
year-old war-making power to the Presi
dent when Eisenhower asked for authority 
to use troops in the Formosa Sti'aits 
dispute any time he wanted to.

The Senate has given the American 
people enough proof of its readiness to 
involve this country in war — without 
even waiting to examine the concrete 
circumstances of the conflict. I f  the “ con
stitutional practices”  of 168 years are to 
be changed, they should be changed in the 
other direction.. I t  should be made more 
d ifficu lt to make war instead of easier. 
The people alone, through referendum 
vote, should have the power to decide 
when and where and for what purpose the 
American youth are to be asked to 
sacrifice the ir lives.

Celebrate 
Negro History Week
The New York Militant 

Labor Forum
n v p e p n t c !

“ W A L K  TO FREEDOM”  
a film  showing the m agnificent 
fig h t against segregaiton con
ducted by the Montgomery 
Freedom Fighters.

Also Hear 
N A T  W E IN S T E IN  

“A  Century o f Struggle fo r 
Equality, N orth  and South”

Sun., Feb. 24 — 7:30 P.M.
116 U niversity Place 

(N ear Union Square)

N. Y. Militant Labor 
Forum

“ The Communist Party 
Convention”

W ill its  decisions resolve the 
crisis which grips the party? 
How w ill the convention’s out
come affect the prospects fo r 
socialist regroupment? 

Speaker:
Harry Ring 
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•
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“ Washington, Lincoln and the 
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•
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•
EUG ENE V. DEBS H A L L  
3737 Woodward, 2nd Floor
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Labor Forum

“In Defense of Civil 
Rights”
Speakers:

Arthur Sternberg 
A c iv il r igh ts  lawyer
Mrs. Alma Foley

From the Minnesota 
Committee fo r  the Protection 

o f Foreign Born
Fri., Feb. 22 — 8 P.M. 

Labor Temple, H a ll B4 
115 S. E. 4th Street 
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Proceeds to  the Charles 
Rowoldt Deportation Case 

Auspices:
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Committee
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Hear

ERROLL BANKS
Socialist W orkers Party  
Candidate fo r M ayor of 

Los Angeles 
Speak on

“America’s Road to 
Socialism and the 
Negro Struggle” >

IN  SAN FRANCISCO 
Sat., Feb. 23 — 8:30 P.M.

Druids H a ll 
44 Page Street 

IN  BER KELEY  
Fri., Feb. 22 —  8:30 P.M.

Hotel Shattuck

NEW YORK
“Introduction Frolic”

Join the

American Youth 
For Socialism

In  a live ly  evening of 
Folk Songs and Dances

Refreshments Entertainm ent

COME FOR F U N !

•
Sat., Feb. 23 — 9 P.M.

116 U niversity Place

By John Black /
Two recent events h igh ligh t 

West Germany’s Chancellor Ade
nauer’s success .in his re m ilita r i
zation drive. On Jan. 21, con
scription went In to  effect, 0/nd on 
Jan. 24, Lieutenant General Hans 
Speidel ¡was ¡appointed to the post 
o f commander o f NATO ground 
forces in  Central tEurope.

The .Slpeidel appointment is the 
payoff to  Adenauer fo r  his in 
troduction o f the d ra ft in  the 
face o f strong German public op
position. The 350,000 young men 
who w ill be raised fo r  NlATO 
w il l  replace French and B ritish  
troops w ithdraw n from  Europe 
fo r  seryiee in other areas1—name
ly, A lgeria  .and the Middle East.

WORKERS HOSTILE
Tke rem ilita riza tion  o f West 

Germany and Adenauer’s sub
servience to NATO are opposed 
by substantial sections of the 
German population. Because of 
the hos tility  of the w orking class 
and especially the a ttitude of the 
youth, Adenauer has had to re 
trea t from  his previous aims. The 
period of army sendee was cut 
from  18 months to one year, and 
Germany’s NATO quota from  
h a lf a m illion to 350,000.

Emnid Institu te , a public opin
ion poll, ¡proved tha t a n ti-m ilita r
is t feeling is  on the increase in 
the recent period, iln  December 
1955, 159% o f the population op
posed m ilita ry  service. By July 
1956 the figu re  had risen to 65%. 
In  the ,age group o f 25-30 opposi
tion was 72%, ,and the industria l 
w orking class registered a 73% 
opposition. In fac t, (by July only 
5% o f a ll people 'actually ex
pressed any desire in  favo r o f 
service.

This grow ing opposition to re
m ilita riza tion  is fed ‘by the sus
picion harbored by many against 
the men surrounding Chancellor 
Adenauer. -Dr. O tto Brautigam, 
head of the key East-European 
section o f the Bonn Foreign Min-

Bach at the O ld  Stand

German munitions king[ A lfred  K rupp and his w ife, at tim e 
o f his release a fte r serving six years of a 12-year prison term  
as a war crim inal. His. vast industries were then restored to him. 
W ith  Germany now playing a key NATO role, K rupp and his 
fellow German capitalists are amassing huge new profits.

is try  was careless enough to keep 
a d iary of his wartim e exploits 
as H it lp r ’s special emissary on 
the mission of liqu ida ting  the 
Jews o f Poland- and the Ukraine. 
Reprints of his d ia ry , which re 
veal th a t he was “ glad to  have 
been able to carry- out his m is
sion,”  have been available.

Adenauer’s right-hand rtiati and 
special assistant, ’ Hans’ Globke, 
was the man who codified H it 
le r’s notorious Nuremberg racial 
laws. His accusers have produced 
photostats of h is  handwritten 
comments on the orig ina l d ra ft 
which indicate tha t he favored 
an even harsher in terpreta tion of 
the law.

Undoubtedly there is deep dis
com fort a t the thought of serv
ing under the command of fo r
mer S‘S troops, recently rehaibili-

tated as m ateria l fo r  Adenauer’s 
“ democratic”  army.

The Social Democratic Party 
has fa iled the tru s t placed in  i t  
(by the m a jo rity  o f the workers. 
The p a rty  program as ra tif ie d  by 
Convention bound the p a rty  to 
oppose rem ilita riza tion . B ut in 
¡Spring 1956, the righ tw ing  lead
ership of the party  assisted Ade
nauer in  amending the Constitu
tion  and thus made conscription 
possible. The tw enty le ft-w ing  
parliam entary ¡representatives 
who broke pa rty  discipline to 
vote lagainst these amendments 
are the heroes ¡of the Iparty ranks. 
Support fo r  them was ptrong 
enough to {prevent threatened dis
c ip lina ry  action.

The position o f the socialist 
youth organizations, the Falcons 
and the Socialist Student League,

o f the K a iser’s world conquest 
plans.

H it le r  placed Speidel h igh in 
the adm inistration o-f occupied 
France. By 1943 when the chances 
o f v ic to ry  looked bleak fo r  H it
ler, S/peidel and many other top 
m ilita ry  men thought to  save the 
s itua tion  through a “ Western 
orientation.”  These m ilita ry  ex
perts wanted to overthrow H itle r, 
make peace w ith  the Western 
cap ita lis t countries and thus gain 
a free hand to f ig h t the Soviet 
Union.

The p lo t fa iled and brought 
disaster to SpeideFs associates. 
General von K luge shot himself, 
Rommel took poison under pres
sure, and von Stuelpnagel was 
hanged. B u t Speidel survived’ the 
blood purge.

C A P ITA LIS TS  COCKY
The very f i r s t  in k lin g  of post

w ar rem ilita riza tion  finds h im rin  
the th ick of i t  and close to Ade
nauer.

The German cap ita lis t class 
rid in g  high on a spectacular post
w a r economic boom is crowing 
about the Speidel appointment. 
French and B ritish  newspapers 
voiced dismay th a t th e ir troops 
would have to serve under a 
German general. The cockiness of 
the resurgent German cap ita lis t 
class can be judged by th is  quote 
from  the “ General Anzeiger”  of 
Bonn: “ The B ritish  are aston
ished ¡and indeed irr ita te d  [that 
Germany, ja fte r* tw o lost wars 
and Incredible Josses, has again 
prospered and is energetically 
pushing In to  trad itiona l B ritish  
markets.”

U.S. Backing France in 
UN Debate on Algeria

By John Thayer
The U.S. government has re

vealed itse lf publicly as an en
emy o f the r ig h t o f a people to 
govern. themselves. I t  did th is on 
Feb. 6 when Henry Cabot Lodge, 
the U.S. representative in the 
United Nations, acting on orders 
from  Washington, declared U.S. 
support fo r French imperialism 
and against the A lgerian free- 
dom-fighters.

Commenting on Lodge’s action, 
the New York Times stated in an 
enthusiastic.,■editorial of Feb. 18, 
that, “ The United States has 
now backed France to the h ilt  
on the A lgerian  question" in the 
United Nations General Assem
bly. Ambassador Lodge’s in te r
vention on Wednesday gave the 
French everything they could de
sire.”

CLEAR TO A L L
Further confirm ation of the a ll- 
out character of the W hite 
House’s support of French co
lonialism  is given' by the Paris 
correspondent of the Times in 
the same issue, who reported1: 
"The statement o f Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Jr., spokesman fo r  the 
United 'States, in  the [U N ] Po
lit ica l Committee yesterday ex
ceeded French expectations. . . . 
The .French feared tha t Wash
ington ’s desire to conciliate the 
Arab world m igh t lead i t  to  take 
a lukewarm or neutral position 
in the United .Nations discus
sion.”  The most authorita tive 
newspaper of French capitalism, 
Le Monde, declared tha t the U.S. 
had “ expressed its e lf w ith  per
fect c la rity  and loya lty towards 
its French a lly .”

The U.S. action was a ll the 
more flag ran t because the pro- 
A lgerian resolution which Lodge 
denounced was extrem ely m ild 
and toothless. I t  called on the 
U N  to recognize "the r ig h t o f the 
people of A lgeria  to self-determ i
nation according to the principles 
of the UN C harter.”  Then i t  in 
vited France and the Algerians 
to begin immediate negotiations

to settle the ir differences and 
asked UN Secretary-General Dag 
Hammarskjöld to assist in  the 
negotiations and report back to 
the 1957-58 session on the UN on 
whatever progress had been 
made.

This resolution was sponsored 
by 18 A rab and Asian countries. 
Even its  opponents and the hos
tile  cap ita lis t press of the U.S. 
admitted tha t i t  was conciliatory 
in  tone and content. Yet i t  was 
anatjiema to  French, B ritish  and 
U.S. imperialism.

PHONY CONTENTION
The French im perialists take 

the position tha t neither the UN 
nor anybody else has even the 
r ig h t to discuss w hat they are 
doing in A lge ria  le t alone make 
recommendations about it. This 
was state'd by French Foreign 
M in is ter Christian Pineau, f i r s t  
speaker in  the debate-

Repeating the brazen argument 
tha t A lgeria  is not a colony but 
—  geography, na tiona lity  and 
ianguage, to the contrary not
w ithstanding —  p a rt of con
tinenta l France, he declared the 
proceedings were an interference 
w ith  the domestic a ffa irs  of 
France and therefore forbidden 
by the UN Charter. Keeping a 
s tra igh t face, U.S. representa
tive  Lodge endorsed th is by s ta t
ing : “ We are also opposed to pro
posals which we believe constitute 
intervention in matters essential
ly  w ith in  the domestic ju risd ic 
tion o f France.”  ,

Pineau painted a g low ing pic
tu re  of the marvellous plans 
French imperialism had fo r  A l
geria and its other A frican  col
onies. I t  would b ring  “ com fort 
and riches”  to the A lgerians i f  i t  
was only le f t  alone to ca rry  out 
its  wonderful and unselfish aims.

A  f i t t in g  rejoinder to these 
pie-in-the-sky promises was made 
by the .Syrian representative. He 
recounted how in the 127 years 
since the French invaded and 
conquered A lgeria  the people 
have been robbed and exploited

by the French settlers (colons) 
and corporations. The liv ing  
standard of the A lgerian people 
is lower today than before the 
French came. The average A lge
rian lives on a diet of 1,500' calo
ries per day which is one-half 
tha t norm ally needed by adults1. 
Many A lgerians support fam ilies 
of six on a yearly income o f $47 
w hile  the French colons —  who’ 
have taken a ll the best land from  
the native people —  on the aver
age have a higher standard of l iv 
ing than a Frenchman in France 
w ith  a yearly income of $21,000. 
Under French rule 50% of A l
gerian children die before the age 
of five.
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W A N T  E Q U A LITY  
Spokesmen fo r the Arab-Asian 

countries thoroughly exploded all 
the im peria lis t arguments and 
the claims that the French sought 
a peaceful solution in  A lgeria. 
They exposed the French “ offer”  
of cease-fire followed by elec
tions by po in ting out tha t the 
A lgerians were ready fo r a' cease
f ire  i f  France declared th a t i t  
recognized the r ig h t qf the A l
gerians to self-determination. As 
fo r elections, these should not be, 
as the French proposed, mere mu 
nicipal elections or even the send
ing o f some Algerians to  the 
French parliam ent but the elec
tion w ith equal votes— heretofore 
the vote of one colon was worth 
eight A lgerian votes—o f an A l
gerian government to negotiate 
as an equal w ith  France.

A  feature o f the debate was 
the introduction of red-baiting. 
This tactic, possibly worked out on 
the advice o f th« U.S. ¡State De
partment, was to bamboozle the 
American public in to  believing 
th a t the A lgerian independence 
movement is secretly directed by 
the Communist P arty  and tha t 
i f  the French im perialists were 
forced out then N orth  A frica  
would be taken over by the 
USSR.

The fac t is tha t the powerful 
French Communist P arty  does 
not favor A lgerian national in 
dependence. In  parliam ent its 
members voted fo r  the measure 
under which M olle t has sent 600,- 
900 troops to put down the A l
gerians. Only in  recent months 
have the CP deputies been vo t
ing against the savage repressive 
measures.

In  A lge ria  itse lf one o f the big 
struggles on the independence 
movement was to build  a trade 
union federation dedicated to  the 
independence struggle. E xisting  
unions were in the Stalin ist-do
minated OGT which was accord
ing ly  lukewarm about A lgerian 
independence. The French rulers 
tried  unsuccessfully to  prevent 
the. build ing o f a pro-independ
ence union movement by declar
ing a ll unions other than the CGT 
illega l.

(Continued from  page 1)
tional committee, w ith  the re
m aining 40 to be added by state 
conventions during the next six 
weeks. W hile there is no t suf
fic ien t in form ation available fo r  
a comprehensive evaluation of 
the election results, a number 
of noteworthy features are ap
parent.

A  substantial number o f 
delegates apparently did not con
sider themselves committed to 
c ithe r the Gates or Foster wings 
of the leadership and a large 
measure o f healthy suspicion 
was expressed against both. 
Thus, the f ir s t  fo u r places w ent 
to d is tr ic t pa rty  leaders includ? 
ing some v ir tu a lly  unknown na
tionally. Top vote ge tter was 
little -know n Charlene Alexander 
o f Los Angeles, w ith  210 1 /3  
votes. (There were a reported 
298 delegates at the conven
tion .) Seven of those elected are 
Negroes, indicating a desire o f 
the convention fo r  maximum 
Negro representation regardless 
of factional viewpoint.

Dennis found h im self in sixth  
position w ith  174 votes. Foster 
followed w ith  172. The most 
prom inent leaders o f the Gates 
faction fared even worse than 
Dennis and Foster in  the number 
o f votes received. Gates ran  six
teenth w ith  129 1 /3  votes, while 
¡New Y ork  S tate Chairman 
George Blake Chamey squeezed 
through in last place w ith  115 
2 /3  votes.
REFORMIST PROGRAM

A t the same tim e the conven
tion rejected by a vote o f 140 
to 80 a motion by Foster to 
suspend the rules to  elect a 
tw e n ty -firs t member who was 
nosed out by Charney by one 
th ird  o f a vote.

As anticipated, the convention 
endorsed the re form ist politica l 
line o f the D ra ft Resolution of 
the National Committee. Its  
main planks are “ peaceful co
existence,”  support to  the Demo
cratic party and support to  the 
o ffic ia l leadership o f the labor,

libera l and Negro movements.
The ho tly  disputed Gates 

.proposal to  convert the p a rty  
in to  a “ po litica l association”  
was w ithdrawn p rio r to the con
vention as a “ u n ity ”  move, and 
the convention rea ffirm ed con
tinued existence- o f the organiza
tion as a party . Gates was con
ceded the r ig h t o f possible 
fu tu re  discussion o f the issue in  
the national committee.

A resolution was adopted 
embodying a concilia tory stand 
toward social democracy.

Both Foster and Dennis- 
restated th e ir stand th a t the 
Hungarian revolution was an im 
peria lis t-insp ired “ counter - revo
lu tion .”  The Gates w ing  o f the 
leadership, which had in it ia lly  
critic ized the K rem lin  role in  
Hungary, in  the D a ily  W orker, 
dodged any confrontation o f th is 
Vital issue at the convention.

The Convention also pu t its  
seal on the d ra ft resolution’s 
rejection o f authentic M arx is t- 
Len in ist theory on im peria lis t 
w ar and the nature o f the state. 
The resolution discards “ as ob
solete the thesis th a t w ar is 
inevitable under im perialism  . . . 
(and) the concept o f inevitable 
vio lent proletarian revolution.”

The f ir s t  point is  actually a 
rejection o f Lenin’s insistence on 
the need fo r a revolutionary, 
class-struggle po licy  as the only 
effective means to  combat im 
peria lis t w ar. The second point 
is  in  e ffect a re jection o f his 
thesis th a t the cap ita lis t state 
machinery must be replaced by 
a democratically-organized w ork
ers and fa rm ers government iln 
order to begin the build ing o f a  
socialist society. The convention 
resolution envisages instead a 
“ people’s anti-monopoly”  govern
ment, i.e., w ork ing  through the 
cap ita lis t state fo r  an indefin ite  
period in  the hope of effecting 
a subsequent “ trans ition ”  to  so
cialism. A ll o f th is  was also ac
ceptable to Foster who, in  the 
pre-convention discussion, had 
campaigned as a champion of 
“ M arxism -Leninism .”

L. A. Sobell Group 
To Show Film

The Los Angeles Sobell 
Committee announced that at 
their “Meeting For Justice” to 
be held at the Embassy Audi
torium on Friday, February 
22 —  Los Angelenos wlU see 
for the first time —  “Was 
Justice Done” —  new film  
material on the Rosenberg- 
Sobell case.

Speakers w ill include na
tional figures who will address 
the audience in behalf of 
justice for Morton SobelL 
The meeting will launch the 
national appeal to President 
Eisenhower, and supporters 
from all over this country and 
abroad w ill be announced. 
There will alBo be a report 
on the hearings before the 
Second Circuit Court of Ap
peals scheduled to take place 
momentarily in New York.

The growing sentiment con
cerning doubts in the Sobell 
case and question regarding 
his incarceration in Alcatraz, 
America’s Devil’s Island, 
makes this meeting a most 
significant event.
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“The Communist
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Party

Will its decision resolve the 
crisis which grips the party? 
How will the convention’s 
outcome affect the prospects 
fo r socialist regroupment?

Sat., Feb. 23 — 8:30 P.M.
M ilitant Labor Forum 
1303 W . Girard Avenne

Questions Discussion

jjlia'8 been to demand th a t the par
ty  take a stronger stand against 
the rem ilita riza tion .

Trade unionists under 21 are 
organized in  youth sections w ith 
in  the unions. They number over 
700,000. A t  the ir second national 
convention in the summer o f 1956, 
30,000 delegates v iv id ly  demon
strated the ir opposition to cap
ita lis t m ilita r ism  in  a defiant 
ra lly  and to rch ligh t procession. 
The stronghold of th is  movement 
is among the young miners from  
N o rth  Rhine Westphalia.

The left-w ingers and the youth 
introduced many resolutions call
ing fo r  mass actions against m il
itarism! at ihe Social Democratic 
P a rty  Convention of 1956.

press comments on Spei- 
del’s appointment to a-key post 
in  the West European NATO set
up stressed tha t he was cultured, 
educated and had b^en opposed 
to  H itle r. This bears some fu r 
the r examination.

E n te rin g 'th e  Kaiser’s army in 
1914, Speidel has no t been out of 
the arm y since. When the impe
ria l Reiehswehr collapsed, he en
tered the republican Reichswher. 
The long years fron t 1918 to 1933 
brought him  p a in fu lly  slow ad
vancement to f i r s t  lieutenant. 
O nly w ith  H it le r ’s seizure of 
power d id ¡Spe idol's career take 
a spectacular upward turn.

Speidel used the quiet years to 
take university courses in 'histo
ry and economics. jHis ¡doctoral 
thesis was an elaboration of the 
reactionary “dagger-in-the-back” 
legend, ¡which holds that i t  was 
the '“machinations” of ¡democratic 
politicians > and working class 
“sabotage” that ‘led ito the failure
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