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The Daily Worker and

mitted against the Soviet Jews
during the Stalin era. In the
same breath the resolution ex-
presses confidence that “The
| Soviet Party. . . will, in the pro-
cess it has begun of examining
| the Jewish question and the
Leninist solution to it, give full
expression to the cultural needs
and desires of the Jewish peo-
ple.”

NO CONFIDENCE

That such confidence in the
Khrushehev bureaueracy is base-
less is underscored by an edi-
torial which appeared in the
Aug. 1 Freiheit call'ng for
“oreater sensitivity” on the Jew-
ish question by the Soviet gov-
ernment. The editorial] was
ldeemed sufficiently important fo
‘be reprinted on Fretheit's Aug.
11 English page and again in
the Aug. 15 Daily Worker.

The editeorial was prompted by
Khrushchev's recent interview
with a group of American tour-
ists. Asked if it were true that
Soviet Jews are not permitted
‘to leave the country, Khrushchev
replied that passports are issued
only when it serves a “useful”
purpose. He added, “Recently we
gave Jews npassports for repa-
triation to Poland, but we know
~ they went straight on to Israel.
We consider Isrsel iz pursuing
an aggressive policy.”

Takng sharp excevtion to the
second point, Freiheit correctiy
observes that “the fact that one
goes to settle in Israel does not
imply that he apnroves of the
volicy of the Izraeli government.
Nor should the fact that a cer-
tain government follows a harm-

A nti-Semitism

And Khrushchev

:

ry Ring
the Yiddish-language paper,

Freiheit, reported, July 21, that' the National Committee,
of the U.S. Communist Party had adopted a resolution
which deplorez the crimes com-¥®

crimes to the 20th Congress and
very carefully avoided a singld
mention of the ¢rimes committed
against the Jews,

This “sensitivity” is evident
i in the Soviet Literary Gazette's
treatment (Aug. 25) of Howard
Fast’s break with the Communirt
Party, This Stalinist hatchet ‘job
carefully avoids mentioning
Fast's condemnation of th
treatment of the Jews. Instea
it declares that he speaks of
“diserimination™ against ‘“na-
tional minorities” in the USSR.
The point is d sposed of with the
malodorous charge that Fas{
“repeats the inventions of., . .
the most bellicose, reactionary
agents of Zisnism.”

The most decisive expression
of this “censitivity” is this: It
is now 18 months since the Po~
lish-Jewish paper, Folkstimma,
detailed the crimes committed
against Soviet Jewry. In that
time the Kremlin h-s refused
1o issue a single ~tatement about.
those shocking revelations. (The
sole exception was by the bu-
reaucrat Ekatrina Furtseva who
brazenly declared that the charg-
es were noti true.)

EQUAL OPPRESSION?

Yet the editers of Fre'leit re-
assure us that there is no prob-
lem of “official ant’-Semitism.!'
While criticizing Khrushchev's
refusal to grant passports to
Jews, Freiheit is quick to aszert
that by itself this is not dis-
criminatory. Why? Because “the
| same rule applies equally to all
Soviet citizens.”

The reactionary abrogation of
the democratic rizht of travel

reason for interfering with an

| individual's right to enter such

a country if he wishes ot must
settle there.”

SUBSTANTIAL REASONS

The editorial continues that
there are substantial reasonx
| ngsr Jews want to leave the
| USSR. It cites the fact that the
|Jewish cultural institutions
which were shut down - after
World War IT have nct been re-
stored, deavving tre Jews with
“no opportunity for self-expres-
sion as Jews.”

A second reason why Jews
want to leave the USSR, says
Freiheit, is that the government
has failed to “combat “vestiges
of anti-Semitism” among the
popuiation. These “vestiges” are
characterized as a hangover from
Czarist days and from the period
of the Nazi invasion.

To correct this situation. Frei-
heit calls for “a special Jewish
institution created by the So-
viet government. . . that would
help carry on Yiddish eultural
activity and that would also be
helpful to the government in the
process of repairing the injuries
inflicted on the Jews as the re-
sult of the vestiges of anti- Sem-
itism.”

This editorial reflects the deep-
ly troubled feelings of many
Communist Party supporters re-
garding the Kremlin record on
the Jewish question. But like the
resolution of the CP national
committee it tries to dodge the
main issue.

The basic problem facing the
Jewish people of the USSR to-
day is not that of remnants of
anti-Semitism. Nor is it simply
a problem of the government
failing to take sufficiently ener-
getic measures to combat such
anti-Semitic hangovers. The
stark fact is that Khrushehev
— like Stalin — not only caters
to anti-Semitism but fosters and
deepens it.

The Kremlin bureaucracy does
not lack “sensitivity” on the
Jewish question. Quite the con-
trary. Khrushchev demonstrated
extreme sensitivity on the ques-

ful policy be considered a proper |

and migration reflects the com-
plete lack of demncratie rights
I in the Soviet Union today. In such
'a fettered atmosphere the Jew3
— who, as a national grouping
have been reduced to second-
class citizens — can only suffer
the most from such “equality”
of police restrictions.

COMING SOLUTION

Those seeking a genuine solu-
tion will place their confidence
not in the reassurances of Frei-
heit and the Daily Worker about
the Kremlin clique but in the
Soviet working class which made
the revolution of 1917. In good
time that working class will re-
gain political power. The Octo~
ber Revolution brought national
freedom for the Jewish people,
The coming political revolution
to re-establish workers’ demo-
cracy wjll renew and extend that
great conguest.
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