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Is the Daily Worker 
Appeasing Foster?

By Harry Ring

I t  is now three months since the national conven 
tion of the Communist Party. A t tha t convention the dele
gates voted to put an end to the past practice whereby 
the CP “ viewed u n c r it ic a lly  de-'3) 
velopm ents in  the S ov ie t U n ion ”  
and "tended to accept u n c rit ic a lly  
m any views o f M a rx is ts  in  o ther 
coun tries .”  The convention action 
was a re jec tion  o f the line o f the 
F oste r w ing  o f the p a rty  leader
ship w h ich has pushed doggedly 
to  choke o f f  any serious discus
sion or c ritic ism  o f the K rem lin  
bureaucracy.

The stand taken b y  the con
ven tion  was favored by th a t sec
tion  o f the P a rty  leadership 
headed by  John Gates, ed ito r o f 
the D a ily  W orke r. Y e t in the pe r
iod  since the convention the 
pages o f th a t paper hiive been 
m arked by  an increasing tenden
cy tow a rd  appeasement, o f the 
Fosterites. Here is a recent ca.se 
in  p o in t:

On M ay 13, in  p r in t in g  ex
cerp ts from  Khrushchev’s M ay 10 
in te rv ie w  w ith  the New Y ork 
T im es, the D a ily  W o rke r ra n  the 
fo llo w in g  o f his rem arks: “ S ta lin  
had b ig  deficiencies and d raw 
backs. . . However, he was a de
voted re v o lu tio n a ry  and a de
voted fo llo w e r o f M a rx  and Lenin.
H e made m istakes, b u t he also 
made m any con tribu tions  to our 
p a rty , to  our w o rk in g  people and 
our country . The people w ill .a l
ways rega rd  h im  as a g re a t 
m an.”

'Khrushchev’s la te s t tr ib u te  to 
the  ty ra n t who w iped ou t w o rk 
ers’ democracy in  the Soviet 
U n ion  was rep rin te d  by the DW  
w ith o u t a word o f comment. The 
inc iden t is n o t an iso la ted one.

In  its  e ffo rts  to  preserve an 
uneasy “ co-existence”  w ith  the 
F osterites, the DW  ed itors have 
avoided c a rry in g  ou t the conven
tion  mandate fo r  independent po 
li t ic a l analyses and have fa iled  
to  keep the pledges th a t i t  made 
a fte r  the 20th Congress to speak 
ou t aga ins t crim es, “ no m a tte r 
where com m itted .”

FO STER IN  M IN O R IT Y
I t  cannot be argued th a t the 

ed ito rs  have been blocked b y  a 
F os te rite  m a jo riy . F oster was in 
a m in o r ity  a t the na tiona l con
ven tion  and in  the na tiona l com
m ittee  elected a fte r  i t .  T h is  fac t 
is  underscored by a re p o rt by 
H a rry  Schw artz in the N. Y.
T im es M ay 11. He reports  th a t 
in  the vo tin g  in  the na tiona l com
m ittee  fo r  a 17-man na tiona l 
executive com m ittee, Foster f a i l 
ed o f election and was placed 
on the com m ittee on ly a fte r  a 
m otion was adopted to expand i t  
to  20 members. A t  the same 
m eeting, a m otion  to oust Gates

Final Score 
On the SWP 
Fund Drive

By Constance Farr
P a rty -B u ild in g  Fund D irec to r

The f in a l scoreboard in  the 
$19,256 P a r iv -B u ild in g  Fund as 
i t  appeared on M ay 1 is p rin ted  
in  th is  issue.

Los Angeles, Oakland, San 
Francisco and A kron  a ll paid up 
on th e ir  pledges in  tim e to make 
the f in a l scoreboard. E a r lie r  in 
the  cam paign, San Francisco’s 
Fund  D ire c to r w ro te  th a t he was 
a fra id  they could no t possibly 
m ake th e ir  quota o f $800' th is 
year. Y e t n o t cmly did th is  branch 
come th rough , b u t i t  sent in  $2 
e x tra  as a punc tua tion  m ark ! 
New Y o rk  too deserves g reat 
c red it. W ith  a quota o f $5,000. 
the y  came over the fin is h  line 
w ith  $130.35 ex tra , to  take sec
ond place on the scoreboard w ith  
103%.

W e received $50 from  an old- 
tim e  frien 'd  w ho pledged th is 
am ount a t the s ta r t  o f the cam
paign and the reby increased 
the “ General”  category to $155.60. 
W e are indeed g ra te fu l to  th is  
m il ita n t  trade  un ion is t, who has 
continued th rough  the years to 
he lp p a r ty  cam paigns in  sp ite  of 
the sacrifices entailed.

T H A N K S  E X T E N D E D
A l l  in  a ll, i t  has been a very 

successful cam paign, w ith  a to ta l 
o f  $19,711.80,' o r $455.80 more 
than was pledged, paid in to  the 
fund .

W ith  th is  encouragement from  
i t s  m em bers and friends, the 
SW P c-an em bark w ith  confidence 
on the m any new avenues now 
opening up f o r  expansion, both 
in  the o rgan iza tiona l and pub
lica tio n  fie lds . The Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty  extends its  deep
est thanks to  the members and 
fr ie n d s  who dem onstrated the ir 
p o lit ic a l s o lid a rity  and confidence 
in  the p a rty  by m aking the P a r
ty -B u ild in g  Fund 102% success
fu l.

P art o f a Soviet Atom  Smasher

T h is  atom ic device, one o f the w o rld ’s la rgest, isf housed in 
Moscow's Jo in t Nucl<*ar Research In s titu te . I ts  com ple tion 
re flected the huge in d u s tr ia l expansion w h ich  has compelled 
the K re m lin  to  a ttem p t to  devise new and m ore e ffec tive  ove r-a ll 
production plans.

. . .  Soviet Plan
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

g ions, i t  is  hoped, w i l l  resu lt in  
the  use o f a ll leconomic fa c il it ie s  
w ith o u t dup lica tion  w ith in  the 
regions.

In  the process o f i-eorganiza- 
t io n  o f S ov ie t in d u s try  the s tru g 
gle w ith in  the bureaucracy, we 
can be sure, also p lays its  role. 
T h a t Khrushchev is  able to do 
the  reo rga n iz ing  means th a t he 
is s t i l l  the preem inen t f ig u re  in 
tíre K re m lin  o liga rchy. He w ill 
t r y  by s ta ff in g  the new reg iona l 
councils w ith  members o f his 
bu reaucra tic  entourage to in 
crease his power. Nevertheless, 
th a t e ig h t m in is tr ie s  —  m a in ly  
heavy in d u s try — were a t the la s t 
m inu te  excepted fro m  the re o r
gan iza tion  means th a t K h ru sh 
chev’s w in g  o f ’ the bureaucracy 
is no t com ple te ly dom inant.

T R O T S K Y ’S A N A L Y S IS
In  his book, the Revolu tion Be

trayed , w r itte n  in  1937, Leo.p 
T ro ts k y  'an tic ipa ted  the preséht 
s itu a tio n  co n fro n tin g  iSoviet econ
omy. He w ro te :

“ The progressive ro le  o f the 
Soviet bureaucracy coincides w ith  
the  period devoted to  in tro du c
in g  in to  the S ov ie t U n ion  the 
m ost im p o rta n t elements o f cap
ita l is t  technique. The rough w o rk  
o f bo rrow ing , im ita tin g , trans
p la n tin g  and g ra ft in g , was ac
com plished on the bases la id  
down b y  the revo lu tion . There 
%vas, thus fa r , no question o f any 
new w ord in  the sphere o f tech
nique, science o r a rt. I t  is possi
ble to  bu ild  g iga n tic  fac to ries  ac
cord ing to a ready-made W estern 
pattern- b y  bu reaucra tic  com-

mand— although, to be sure, a t 
t r ip le  the norm al cost. B u t the 
fa r th e r  you go, the more the 
economy runs in to  the problem  
o f q u a lity , which slips ou t o f the 
hands o f a bureaucracy like  a 
shadow. The Soviet products are 
aS though branded w ith  the g ra y  
label o f ind iffe rence. U nder a na
tiona lized economy, ‘q u a lity ’ de
mands a democracy o f producers 
and consumers, freedom  o f c r i t 
ic ism  and in it ia t iv e — conditions 
incom patib le  w ith  a to ta lita r ia n  
reg im e o f fea r, lies and f la t 
te ry . . . . Soviet democracy . 
has become a life -and-death  need 
o f the  coun try .”  (o u r emphasis.)

One th in g  is  ce rta in— there is 
no p rov is ion  in  K hrushchev’s 
p lan fo r  w o rkers ’ p a rtic ip a tio n  
to  any degree in the run n ing  of 
the fac to rie s  o r in the d raw ing  
up o f the  p lan  which determ ines 
w ha t p ro p o rtio n  o f the na tiona l 
p roduct w i l l  go fo r  cap ita l in 
vestm ent, consumers’ g o o d s ,  
wages and the swollen incomes 
o f the bureaucracy. There is no 
“ s e lf-re fo rm ”  w hatever by the bu
reaucracy in th is  -direction.

A f te r  the b ig  bu ild -up  given 
the Khrushchev p lan , the  Soviet 
masses— already h ig h ly  c r it ic a l 
o f the bu reaucra tic  ru le  and 
fu l ly  conscious’ o f the bureau
c ra ts ’ -systematic m ism anage
m en t o f the  economy —  w ill be 
w a tch in g  f o r  im provem ents. 
W hen i t  becomes clear tha t 
Khrushchev’s plan is ju s t another 
bureaucratic  g im m ick tha t solves 
no th ing  essentia l, the Soviet 
w o rk in g  class w i l l  increase its  
pressure fo r  w o rkers ’ dem ocratic 
rule.

A Proposal to YSL on Building 
The Socialist Youth Movement

(The fo llo w in g  is a le tte r  from  
the A m erican Youth fo r  Social
ism to  the Young Socialist 
League. The A Y S  is an o rgan iza
tio n  o f young w o rkers  and 
students in it ia te d  a few  m onths 
ago in  New Y o rk  C ity  by a 
group o f young members o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty . Copies 
o f the  le tte r  were sent to  the 
M ilita n t and the Young Socialist 
Challenge. —  Ed.)

Dear Comrades,
A t  a recent debate in  New 

Y o rk  C ity  w ith  the Y oung So
c ia lis t League we made the fo l
lo w in g  proposals: (1 ) T h a t the 
Y S L  m a in ta in  its e lf as an inde
pendent, u n a ffilia te d  you th  o r
gan iza tion  p ro g ra m m a tica lly  
based on a socia lis t opposition to 
cap ita lism  and S ta lin is m .(2 )T h a t 
i t  in v ite  a ll rad ica l you th  to jo in  
the Y S L  as the f i r s t  step in a 
reg roupm en t o f revo lu tiona ry  so
c ia lis t you th . (3 ) T h a t under 
these conditions the members o f 
the Am erican Y ou th  fo r  Socialism  
would be .prepared to jo in  the 
Y S L  and recognize i t  as the  
nucleus o f a un ited  socia lis t 
you th  m ovem ent in  A m erica.

To date we have received no 
re p ly  to  th is  proposal. W e note, 
also, th a t the re p o rt o f the debate 
w h ich  appeared in  The Y oung So
c ia lis t Challenge did  n o t m ention 
the proposal we set fo r th  a t th a t 
tim e.

W e Iiave been fo llo w in g  w ith  
g re a t in te re s t the discussion in 
y o u r ranks on the perspectives 
f o r  soc ia lis t you th  in  A m erica  as 
repoi-ted in  the pu b lic ly  d is tr i
buted Y oung Socia lis t Review 
and the B u lle tin  o f the L e ft-  
W in g  Caucus.

The m a jo r ity  o f the N a tion a l 
E xecu tive Com m ittee o f the Y S L 
is proposing th a t the members 
jo in  the S ocia lis t P arty-S oc ia l 
Dem ocratic Federation and con
s titu te  its  you th  a ff il ia te .  I t  
proposes to  do th is  on the basis 
o f the present po litica l p rogram  
ofl the SP-SDF.

The L e ft-W in g  Caucus o f the 
Y S L , on the o th e r hand, in  op
posing th is  course states. “ We 
Consider th a t the  basic question 
posed by the proposal fo r  u n ity  
w ith  the SP-SDF is : e ithe r to 
bu ild  the Y S L  on a socia list 
po lit ica l basis o r to  liqu ida te  the 
Y S L  in  its  present fo rm  on the 
basis o f the a n ti-soc ia lis t po litics  
of the SP-SDF.”

W e believe th a t the Y S L  now 
has before i t  a unique o p po rtu n ity  
and respons ib ility . W ith  the  dis
solution; o f the La bo r Y ou th  
League, the Y S L  today con
s titu te s  the  on ly  na tiona l you th  
o rgan iza tion  p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  the 
ideas o f socialism . As an inde

p e n d e n t organ iza tion , w ith  a 
m il ita n t  tra d itio n , i t  has the 
p o te n tia l o f a ttra c tin g  a s ig n i
f ic a n t num ber o f rad ica l you th  
fro m  m any quarters.

SP RECORD
T h is  perspective would be ex

cluded fo r  a you th  o rgan iza tion  
a ff il ia te d  w ith  and dom inated by 
the SP-SDF. The S oc ia lis t P a rty  
has a 40-year record o f incom 
p a t ib i l ity  w ith  any you th  move
m ent wh ich even begins to d isp lay 
signs o f m ilita n c y . The sta te
m ents and actions o f the present 
leadership o f the  SP - SDF 
dem onstrates th a t the 40-year 
record is n o t about to  be broken.

The experience is extensive

The British CP's "Road to Socialism"
By Peter Fryer

L O N D O N  —  The Bevanite 
weekly T ribune  played an in 
s truc tive  l i t t le  t r ic k  on its  read
ers las t week. I t  gave fo u r quo
ta tio n s  and asked readers to 
guess where they came from . 
Q uotation ¡Number One, fro m  
a speech opposing on beha lf o f 
the N a tio n a l E xecu tive  a reso
lu tio n  th a t the land should be 
na tiona lized : “ The p o lit ic a l im 
p lica tions o f p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  
such a p o lic y  are ve ry  complex. 
N a tio n a liz in g  a g r ic u ltu ra l land 
would be a ve ry  d iffe re n t p ro 
position fro m  n a tio n a liz in g  Im 
p e ria l Chemical Ind us tries  o r the 
A u s tin  m o to r w orks.”  Q uotation 
N um ber Tw o fro m  an Executive 
speech opposing a demand tha t 
in d u s try  be na tiona lized w ith o u t 
com pensation: “ A  p o lic y  o f ab
so lu te ly  no compensation would 
a la rm  those we are seeking to 
neutra lize , would create the m ax
im um  opposition, and make 
m ost d if f ic u lt  a peaceful tra n s i
tion . In  some cases a headlong 
assault on p riv ile g e  m ay be in 
escapable. In  others the in d ire c t

reaucracy The H u ng a ria n  u p r is 
in g  was a m a jo r step on th a t 
road.

T h is  h is to ric  developm ent is a t 
the same tim e  o f key im portance 
fo r  those in  the Am erican OP 
who are res is ting  a re tu rn  to the 
past. A  M a rx is t understand ing o f 
the K re m lin  bu reaucra tic  caste 
and o f the need to support the 
S ov ie t-o rb it w o rkers  in th e ir  
s tru g g le  aga ins t the bureaucracy 
is essential fo r  e ffec tive  opposi
t io n  to S ta lin ism  in  Am erica.

HUNGARIAN 
TRAGEDY 

by Peter Fryer
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FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent
C L E V E L A N D $ 420.00 $ 610.00 145
N E W  Y O R K 5000.00 5130.35 103
M IL W A U K E E 250.00 254.00 101
A K R O N 140.00 140.00 100
A L L E N T O W N 102.00 102.00 100
BO STO N 600.00 600.00 100
B U F F A L O 2100.00 2100.00 100
C H IC A G O 1560.00 1560.00 100
D E T R O IT 1000.00 1000.00 100
LOS A N G E L E S 4000.00 4000.00 100
N E W A R K 240.00 240.00 100
O A K L A N D 240.00 240.00 100
P H IL A D E L P H IA 480.00 480.00 100
S A N  FR A N C IS C O 800.00 802.00 100
S E A T T L E 360.00 360.00 100
T W IN  C IT IE S 1584.00 1587.85 100
Y O U N G S TO W N 300x00 300.00 100
St. Louis 80.00 50.00 64
General — 155.60 _

T o ta l th rough  
M ay 1 $191256.00' $19,711.80 102

Include  Right-Wingers and CP
In New Indonesia Government

By Vincent Copeland
On A p r i l 28 a “ com prom ise”  

was announced between the ex
trem e na tion a lis ts  o f Indonesia 
under P resident Sukarno and 
the  conservative na tiona lis ts  
(blocked w ith  the  a rm y o ffic e rs ) 
under V ice-P residen t M oham 
med H a tta .

The com prom ise consists o f 
g iv in g  g rea te r autonom y to  some 
o f the  o u tly in g  islands and at 
the  same tim e  c rea ting  a more 
rep resenta tive  “ na tiona l coun
c il”  w h ich  w i l l  include both 
r ig h t-w in g  na tion a lis ts  and In 
donesian C om m unist P a r ty  mem
bers.

T h is  com prom ise can be 
destroyed by  new m il i ta ry  o u t
breaks in  the  ou te r islands and 
in  the h e a rt o f the  repub lic  
its e lf  due to  the fa c t th a t 
Sukarno is lead ing Indonesia 
in to  an economic and p o litica l 
dead end.

The p rogram  o f Sukarno and 
the rad ica l na tiona lis ts  is to 
a tte m p t to  u n ite  Indonesia in to  
a s trong  centra lized federa tion  
o f is lands and to  develop i t  in to  
a m odem  na tion . T h is  is on ly 
possible th ro u g h  intense in 
d u s tria liza tio n . S i n c e  three- 
fo u rth s  o f the popu la tion  o f the 
3,000-island repub lic  reside on 
ju s t  one is land (Java ), and since 
th a t is land has a food deficiency, 
i t  fo llo w s  th a t such a program  
o f in d u s tr ia liza tio n  means th a t 
the o ther is lands m ust feed Java 
w h ile  Java supplies them  w ith  
in d u s tr ia l products. B u t th is  
program  runs counter to  certa in  
class in terests.

The a rm y  o ff ic e r caste in  the 
o u t e r  islands, representing 
w e a lth ie r fa rm ers , econom ically 
tied  to  fo re ig n  Capital, have 
been lead ing rebellions aga inst

the  cen tra l a u th o r ity  in  Java. 
They have played on the p re
jud ice and fea rs  o f the peasant 
■poor in  these areas and oppose 
the Java pow er in  the name o f 
re lig io n  and the “ w a r aga inst 
com m unism .”  B u t they re a lly  
oppose m odern iza tion  and i n 
d u s tria liz a tio n  —  even on a 
c a p ita lis t basis.

CP RO LE
A c tu a lly , i t  is n o t possible to 

m odernize the economy o f In 
donesia w ith o u t a social revo lu 
t io n  th a t would end cap ita lism  
and. its  ties w ith  w o rld  im p e ria l
ism  and in troduce a planned 
economy. T h is  does n o t mean 
th a t  the  entrance o f the “ Com
m un is ts ”  in to  the Sukarno gov
ernm ent w i l l  b r in g  such a revo
lu tio n a ry  change. On the con
tra ry .  The CP members in  the 
governm ent w ill,  according to 
a ll ind ica tions, provide a g u a r
antee aga inst a social revo lu tion . 
T h a t is how Sukarno views them 
and he is going no t on ly by his 
d irect knowledge o f the In 
donesian CP b u t by a ll in te rn a 
tio n a l experience.

I t  is in te re s tin g  th a t the U.S. 
press, w h ich  welcomed Sukarno 
so en thus ias tica lly  a fe w  m onths 
ago, is  com para tive ly  “ s o ft”  on 
h im  fo r  his in v ita tio n  to  the 
CP to  enter his governm ent. The 
c a p ita lis t press com m entators 
ca ll Sukarno “ na ive”  and de
p lore the line  he is ta k in g  b u t 
i t  is c lear th a t they are aware 
o f h is a tte m p t to  save ca p ita l
ism  th rou gh  these maneuvers.

Sukarno w en t to  China a fte r  
his v is i t  to  the  U.S. W hen he 
re turned to  Indonesia, he was 
e x trava ga n t in  his praise fo r  the 
new China and spoke o f plans 
fo r  in d u s tr ia liza tio n  a long the 
same lines. I t  was then th a t he

also announced his p lan  fo r  in 
e lud ing the CP in  the  govern
ment. M ost lik e ly  Sukarno got 
guarantees fro m  P ek ing  th a t 
the Indonesian CP would rem ain 
a w i ll in g  servan t o f the na tiona l 
cap ita lis ts .

Thus, w h ile  Sukarno is as 
en thus ias itic  today about a na
tio n a l ca p ita lis t developm ent in 
Indonesia as he was yesterday, 
he has a p pa ren tly  decided th a t 
a t  p resen t cooperation w ith  
China and ga in in g  the  support 
o f the worker-based CP, is 
necessary fo r  the tim e being. 
The na tion a lis ts  who fo llo w  
H a tta  are gene ra lly  in fa v o r o f 
a closer re la tio n  to the U.S. and 
hostile  to  any cooperation w ith  
China.

Sukarno, in  sp ite  o f his s t i l l  
g rea t po p u la rity , represents a 
na tiona lism  w h ich can never 
come in to  fu l l  be ing in  the 
c a p ita lis t fo rm  he is com m itted 
to . The Indonesian CP, to  the 
exten t i t  supports Sukarno, m ust 
con tribu te  s t i l l  fu r th e r  to  p a in t
in g  a m irage  o f an independent, 
na tio n a l-c a p ita lis t Indonesia and 
thu s  be tray  the  revo lu tiona ry  
asp ira tions o f the w o rk in g  
masses.
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tion a l Congress. N um ber One 
came fro m  a speech by A r th u r  
Jordan, CP o ff ic ia l o f the a g r i
cu ltu ra l w o rkers ’ un ion; N um ber 
Two was said b y  J. R. Cam pbell, 
e d ito r o f the London D a ily  W o rk 
e r ; N um ber Three, by F ra n k  
H a xe ll, one o f the S ta lin is t  bosses 
o f the E le c tr ica l Trades Union 
and N um ber F our by  a lead ing 
member o f the Young C om m unist 
League.

Now th is  was in s tru c tive  be
cause thé great c la im  o f the B r i t 
ish CP leaders is th a t whatsoever 
goes on in  Eastern Europe, or 
anywhere else in  the w o rld  fo r  
th a t m a tte r, ou r p a r ty  f ig h ts  fo r  
the class in te rests o f the B rit is h  
workers, our p a rty  is the most 
m ilita n t, le ft ,  revo lu tiona ry , d y 
nam ic organ iza tion  you could de
sire. . . .

I t  is pe rfe c tly  true  th a t Com
m un is t shop stewards have an 
exce llent record o f s trugg le  on 
be ha lf o f th e ir  w orkm ates in the 
fac to ries . B u t the h igh e r up the 
ladder o f CP o ffic ia ld om  you go, 
the more the Claims about m il i
tancy become exposed as a m yth  
and legend. In  th e ir  own w ay the 
CP leaders are a lw ays ready to 
come to  an accommodation w ith  
the o ther bu reaucra ts  in  the 
trade un ;on movem ent —  w h e r
ever i t  su its th e ir  in te rests.

RECORD ON S T R IK E S
This has been shown in a num 

ber o f recent s tr ik e  strugg les. 
The ou tstand ing example was the 
s tr ik e  a t N o rton  M otors, B irm 
ingham . The w orkers there were 
on s tr ik e  fo r 29 weeks over the 
sacking o f a num ber o f th e ir  
w orkm ates, in c lud ing  members of 
the shop stew ards’ com m ittee. In 
stead o f g iv in g  th is  s tru g g le  
th e ir  hacking the CP members 
on the local d is tr ic t  com m ittee 
o f the Am algam ated E ng in ee r
in g  Un ion resisted every a ttem p t 
to spread the s trike .

And when the w orkers a t 
S tandards, C oventry, came ou t 
so lid ly  aga inst redundancy dis
m issals ( la y o ffs )— the f i r s t  in  a 
series o f such s trikes— the S ta
lin is t  union leaders made a bloc 
w ith  the R ig h t-w in g  union bosses 
to ge t the w orkers back to w o rk  
so th a t “ nego tia tions”  could take 
place— and the D a ily  W orke r 
ha iled th is  as a v ic to ry !

A n  awareness o f th is  s o rt o f 
se ll-ou t, m atch ing the se ll-ou t by 
the S ta lin is t  bureaucracy in 
countries where they are in pow 
er, is beg inn ing to dawn on many 
rese n tfu l CP m ilita n ts  in  B r ita in . 
M any are look ing  w ith  a new ly 
c r it ic a l eye a t the P a rty ’s long
term  program , The B rit is h  Road 
to Socialism, a th ird  version o f 
which was endorsed by  the re 
cent Congress.

I t  is an open secret in  the p a rty  
th a t pa rts  o f the f i r s t  version, 
ex to llin g  the P arliam e n ta ry  road 
to  socialism  and re ta in in g  a “ f r a 
te rna l association”  between a So
c ia lis t B r ita in  and the Colonies, 
were inserted by the hand o f J. 
Y . S ta lin  h im se lf. ( I  had th is  
from  a B rit is h  CP P o litica l Com
m ittee  member years ago, and it 
has never been denied.) Version 
N um ber Tw o made s lig h t changes 
to  b r in g  the document up to  da te: 
Version N um ber Three makes no 
substan tia l a lte ra tio n  e ither.

N o t fo r  no th in g  did one Con-

gress de legate declare w ith  pride 
th a t a Labor P a rty  member read
in g  The B r it is h  Road had said 
to  h im : “ W hy, th is  isn ’t  a Com
m un is t p rogram , i t ’s our p ro 
g ra m !”  Th is is ha rd ly  su rp ris in g . 
The CP leaders tound a new la 
be l fo r  th e ir  opponents a t the 
Congress: they called them  “ re 
v is ion is ts .”  B u t i f  ever a sup
posedly M a rx is t p rog ram  was 
tho ro u g h ly  rev is ion is t, th is  is i t .

Much was made a t the Con
gress o f a debate between R. 
Palm e D u tt  and E m ile  Burns on 
the “ fra te rn a l association”  is 
sue. B u t instead o f p lac in g  the 
uncond itiona l r ig h t  to  self-de
te rm in a tio n  a?:d independence o f 
a ll B r it is h  colonies square ly  in  
the centre o f th a t section o f the 
p rogram , the opponents o f the 
‘ fra te rn a l associa tion”  fo rm u la 
tion  p u t fo rw a rd  the h a ir -s p lit
t in g  phrase '‘fra te rn a l re la tions .”

B u t the nub o f The B r it is h  
Road’s revis ion ism  is  its  con tin 
ued insistence th a t P a rliam e n t 
can be “ tra n s fo rm e d ”  in to an in 
s trum en t fo r  the achievement o f 
Socialism . T h is  u t te r  neglect o f 
experiences in a score o f coun
tr ie s — H u ngary  the la test, though 
fo r  the S ta lin is ts , em barrassing 
exam ple— o f the w ay the w o rk 
ers th ro w  up th e ir  own organs 
o f s trugg le  and o f power, shows 
how fa r  K in g  S tree t has sunk 
fro m  L e n in is t confidence in  the 
masses o f the people and in  th e ir  
in it ia t iv e .

'Abandonm ent o f M a rx ism - 
Len in ism ; d is tru s t o f the w o rk 
e rs ’ own in it ia t iv e ;  be tra ya l o f 
the w o rke rs ’ s trugg le s ; a po licy  
on a hundred and one sho rt-te rm  
and long -te rm  questions th a t is 
in d is tin gu ish ab le  from  Gaitsikell- 
M orrison  tem po riz in g : a ll th is  
adds up to a p ic tu re  very  d if fe r 
ent from  th a t o f the k ind  o f class 
p a r ty , dea ling  ham m er-blows a t 
the em ployers and th e ir  govern- 
mtent, th a t the B r it is h  CP m il i
tan ts  want.

New York 
Debate

W H A T ROAD TO 
SOCIALIST 

REGROUPMENT?

•
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  

Ind . Socia lis t League

M U R R Y  W E IS S  

Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty

C hairm an: 

C L IF F O R D  T. M cA V O Y

Com m ittee fo r  S oc ia lis t U n ity

Fri., May 24 —  8 PM

C entra l Plaza H a ll 

2nd Avenue and 7th S treet

as ed ito r o f the paper, the sec
ond o f its  k ind1, was also defeated, 
according to S chw artz .

A lo n g  w ith  the necessary ed i
to r ia l con tro l, the DW  ed itors 
ce rta in ly  have no lack o f m a jo r 
developments which require ser
ious eva luation and b lun t c r i t 
icism.

There  has, fo r  example, been 
a g ro w in g  demand among ra d 
icals th a t the Soviet governm ent 
pu b lic ly  de ta il its  stand on the 
Jew ish question. The DW  has 
fa iled  to jo in  in  th is  en tire ly  
le g itim a te  demand.

The recent convention also 
voted fo r  the r ig h t  to  c ritic ize  
Other Com m unist pa rties  when 
necessary. Recently, conventions 
have been held b y  the Ita lia n . 
B r it is h  and Canadian parties. In  
each case e ffo r ts  to c h a rt a new 
course were beaten down and i t  
was made c rys ta l c lear th a t, re 
gardless o f cost, th e ' leaders o f 
these parties ' in tend to continue 
fu n c tio n in g  as in  the past-— tha t 
is as unquestioning defenders of 
the K re m lin  bureaucracy. The in 
te rn a tio n a l process o f re -S ta lin i- 
zation has also escaped the edi
to r ia l no tice o f the DW .

S ILE N C E  ON H U N G A R Y
The m ost g la r in g  instance of 

the D W ’s fa ilu re  to c a rry  through 
on in it ia l e ffo r ts  to fo rm u la te  
po licy  independently is seen in 
the H ungarian  events. A t  the 
tim e , o f posthumous “ re h a b ilita 
t io n ”  o f -Raik in  H ungary , the 
DW  declared its  p rinc ip led  oppo
s itio n  to capita] punishm ent ev
eryw here. Y e t i t  rem ains s ilen t 
as the K ad a r reg im e dooms hun
dreds to  death.

L it t le  m ora l c red it accrued to 
the paper iwhen i t  reported the 
death o f one-tim e CP leader John 
Steuben w ith o u t any m ention 
th a t he had broken w ith  the p a r
ty  on the  eve o f the convention 
w ith  an anguished c ry  o f protest 
aga inst the K ad a r decree estab
lish in g  the death pena lty  fo r  
s tr ik e rs

The sham eful silence on the 
crim es being com m itted aga inst 
the H u ng a ria n  w orkers flow s lo g 
ic a lly  fro m  the unp rinc ip led  con
ven tion  com prom ise w ith  Foster 
to  “ ne ithe r condemn nor condone’ ’ 
the K re m lin  in te rven tion  in tha t 
coun try . And th a t cap itu la tion  to 
F oste r derived from  the to ta lly  
¡•’ adequate basis o f the D W ’s 
o r ig in a l c r it ic a l stand on H u n 
ga ry . To take arid to m a in ta in  a 
reso lu te stand o f opposition to 
the K re m lin  in te rven tion  de
manded a second step. T h a t was 
to take a stand fo r  the H u ng a r
ian w o rk in g  class in its  p o lit ic a l 
revo lu tion  aga inst the bureau
crats, na tive  and Russian.

•But w hy d idn ’t  the Gatesite 
leaders g ive p o lit ic a l support to 
the H ungarian  w orkers  in th e ir 
s trugg le  fo r  soc ia lis t -democracy 
and na tiona l independence? A 
serious exam ination o f the na ture 
and role o f the -Soviet bureau
cracy c e rta in ly  leads to such a 
position. B u t i t  is precise ly such 
an exam ipation th a t the DW  ed
ito rs  have fa ile d  to make.

ACC EPT W H E E Z E
The e ffo r ts  o f -the Gates group 

to break w ith  the methods o f 
S ta lin ism  have b e e n  c ircum 
scribed by th e ir  acceptance o f 
Khrushchev’s u t te r ly  fa lse ex
p lana tion  o f the rise o f iSfcalinism 
— an exp lanation th a t boils down 
to a “ g re a t leader”  developing 
some “ negative fea tu res”  in his 
old age.

B ureaucra tic  se lf- in te re s t p re
vented Khrushchev from  m aking 
the sim ple but correct M a rx is t 
exp lanation th a t S ta lin  and his 
associates com m itted th e ir  odious 
crim es in  the process o f defend
in g  the m a te ria l p riv ileges  o f a 
huge, entrenched bureaucracy. 
Today the masses o f the .Soviet 
U n ion  and E a s t Europe are de
term ined to e lim ina te  th a t bu-

approach m ay be best.”  Quota
tio n  N um ber Three from  an E x 
ecutive speech opposing a de
m and fo r  the con tro l of indus
t r y  by  boards elected by the 
w orkers , said they opposed the 
am endm ent “ no t because of 
la ck  o f confidence in  the w o rk 
ers, b u t because i t  was a prac
tic a l m a tte r o f how in d u s try  
should be run .’’ A nd  Q uota tion 
Num ber Four, seconding an o f
f ic ia l reso lu tion to re ta in  con- 

! sc rip tion . said: ‘ ‘We should re a f
f irm  th a t the B r it is h  people 
should have a s u ff ic ie n t con
ven tiona l a rm y  to defend its  
le g it im a te  in te rests .”

W H O  S A ID  T H A T ?
W ho made these R ig h t-w in g  

s ta tem ents? H ugh G a itske ll, 
leader o f B r ita in ’s Labo r P a rty?  
H e rb e rt M orrison, one o f its  elder 
statesm en? Sam W atson, one of 
the fa r th e s t R ig h t o f trade union 
leaders ?

P rin te d  upside down were the 
answers: in each ease the spokes
m an was a p rom inen t member o f 
the B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  ad
dressing the recent Special Na-

and conclusive. Social-dem ocratic 
po litics  in e v ita b ly  comes in to  op
position  to the m il ita n t asp ira 
tions o f rad ica l you th. Social- 
demoeraey expresses the in 
terests o f the m ost Conservative 
and bureaucratized layers o f the 
labor movement. I t  m ust period
ic a lly  e ith e r tam e or d rive  out 
those you th  who w ish  to bu ild  
on the best, tra d itio n s  o f the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke rs ’ move
m ent.

E X -L Y L ’ERS A R E  K E Y
We believe th a t the m ost 

pressing task o f young revo lu 
tio n a ry  socialists today is to 
engage the thousands o f fo rm er 
members o f the Labo r Y ou th  
League who are reco iling  fro m  
S ta lin ism , in  f r u i t f u l  p o lit ic a l 
discussion and co llabora tion  look-! 
in g  fo rw a rd  to the estab lish
m ent o f a un ifie d  soc ia lis t youth 
movement.

Is  i t  no t obvious th a t a f f i l ia 
tion  to the SP-SDF would make 
im possib le an e ffec tive  approach 
to the fo rm e r members o f the 
L Y L ?  How  can rad ica l you th  who 
are b reak ing  w ith  the b u r
eaucratic m on s tro s ity  o f S ta lin 
ism  be a ttrac ted  to  a clique o f 
S ta te  - D epartm ent “ socia lis ts”  
who . d isp lay con tem pt fo r  
e lem entary democracy and who 
p ro h ib it  free  discussion am ong 
socia lists ?

Is i t  no t obvious th a t the 
independent perspective which 
we propose o ffe rs  the best 
po ss ib ility  fo r  the construction  
o f a much la rg e r and m ore e f
fe c tive  soc ia lis t you th  move
m en t than a n y th in g  th a t now 
exists, and w ould g re a tly  
fa c il ita te  ou r common task o f

spreading- soc ia lis t ideas among 
young w orkers  and students ?

In  our opin ion the position pu t 
fo rw a rd  by the Y S L  L e ft-W in g  
Caucus provides the basis fo r  
beg inn ing  the long  and neces
sary w o rk  o f con s tru c ting  a 
un ited re vo lu tio n a ry  you th  move
m ent in  th is  country .

The A Y S  proposes th a t we 
begin the process o f you th  re 
groupm ent by the a f f i l ia t io n  o f 
the young members and sym 
pa th ize rs  o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty  to  the Y S L . This w ou ld  
im m ed ia te ly  establish the Y'SL 
on a Considerably la rg e r basis 
than a t any tim e  in  its  h is to ry .

There are im p o rta n t p o litica l 
d iffe rences am ong us. However 
we w ish to emphasize our con- 

, v ic tio n  th a t these diffe rences 
I can be discussed in  a fra te rn a l 
fash ion  w ith in  the confines o f 
an organ iza tion  th a t stands on 
a re vo lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t opposi
tio n  to  cap ita lism  and opposes 
both S ta lin ism  and social-demo- 
cracy.

W e ask you to  seriously con
sider o ifr proposals. W e suggest 
the  fu lle s t discussion o f them , 
n o t on ly  in te rn a lly  w ith in  the 
Y S L , b u t jo in t ly  w ith  the A Y S  
m em bership and the young 
members and sym path izers o f 
the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  in  
the various loca lities  th rou gh ou t 
the coun try .

W e also suggest th a t d u rin g  
such a period o f discussion we 
exam ine to  the  fu lle s t ex ten t 
a ll poss ib ilities  fo r  jo in t  ac
t iv it ie s  and f r u i t f u l  co llabora 
tion .

F ra te rn a lly ,
B e rt Deck, C hairm an 
A m erican Youth fo r  Socialism


