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A Comment 
On this Document

An Editorial

The Hungaricus document, excerpts from which we 
are publishing in the M ilitant, is one of a number of pro
grammatic writings by Communists who oppose Stalin
ism that have come out of the Soviet orbit in the wake 
of the Polish and Hungarian political revolutions. I t  is 
the most serious w riting  of its kind that has come to 
our attention.

The f irs t task, says Hungaricus, “ is to create the 
theory of Hungarian socialism, by means of a re-examina
tion of all the theories considered until now to be defin i
tive and their confrontation w ith the reality of our epoch 
I t  is only after having clarified our ideas, our goals, that 
we must pass to the second stage, that o f organization.”

We consider that the most important act of re-exam
ination that Hungaricus decided to undertake was that 
o f the historic conflict in the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union in the 1920’s and 1930’s.

I t  is our opinion that the phenomenon of Stalinism 
cannot be understood without a thorough study of the con
f lic t  waged by the Trotskyist opposition to uphbld Lenin
ism against the bureaucratic faction led by Stalin.

By the same token the elaboration of a revolution
ary socialist program 'in opposition to Stalinism requires 
a fundamental study of the relationship between Lenin
ism, Trotskyism and Stalinism.

The great merit o f Hungaricus is that he addresses 
himself to the historic dispute and seeks honestly to 
understand its essence. His document is thus a tra il- 
blazer for other Communists who want to find the ir way 
from Stalinism to revolutionary socialism.

A Document from Hungary — Part II

A Calendar of the Brutal 
Repressions in Hungary

The Polish W riters Union on June 7 unanimously 
adopted a resolution denouncing the purge of writers and 
intellectuals in Hungary as “ against the essential rights

We publish below the second and concluding installment, ofijj) 
excerpts from a mimeographed document signed “ Hungaricus,”  
dated December 1956. We printed the f irs t insta llm ent last week. 
(Copies of the issue are available on request.)

The document was w ritten  by a person who, in the dayls p rio r 
to  the October 1956 revolution belonged to the opposition (an ti- 
Rakosi, anti-Geroe w ing) of the Hungarian Communist party. 
Representative excerpts from the document were f ir s t  published 
in the Jan. SI issue of the French socialist weekly, France 
Observateur, which informed its  readers th a t the document was 
“ c ircu la ting at the present tim e among intellectual circles in 
Budapest.”  The entire document is about 20,000 words long.

Through the courtesy o f Francois Fejto, a w r ite r fo r  France- 
Observateur and author of a book on the Hungarian revolution, we 
obtained the loan of a copy o f the Hungaricus document. The 
translation from  the Hungarian of the excerpts below are by 
Robert Dixon. —  Editor.

o f man”  and "th e  cause of so-' 
cialism.”  This a r t of so lidarity 
w ith  w rite rs  being’ jailed and 
executed by the Kadar regime is 
in  d irect conflic t w ith  the policy 
o f Polish ru le r Gomulka. W hile 
no action has been taken against 
the Polish W rite rs  Union, gov
ernment censorship has kept news 
o f the resolution out o f Polish 
newspapers.

TH E  LOG OF TERROR
An idea of repression now going 

on in Hungary, where death 
sentences fo r  po litica l offenses 
are a daily occurrence, may be 
glimpsed from  the fo llow ing news 
items culled from  the world 
press. Sources are indicated in 
parentheses fo llow ing the items.

A p r il 3: “ Factory managements 
m ust reestablish ‘personnel de
partm ents’ directed by party  
functionaries who w ill keep up 
to  date records of a ll available 
in form ation on the professional, 
fa m ily  and politica l s ituation of 
each employe.”  These depart
ments, dissolved by the revolu
tion , are to be reestablished ‘ in 
order to keep management cur
re n t in in form ation about the 
qualities o f the ir wage earners 
and particu la rly  about the ir 
po litica l opinions.”  (Nepszabad- 
sag, o ffic ia l daily paper of the 
H ungarian Communist P arty .)

MASS T R IA LS
A p r il 4: “ Eleven persons have 

been arrested in  Miskolc fo r  . • ■ 
having active ly partic ipated in 
the October insurrection. —  Sev
eral members o f a ‘ te rro ris t 
group’ have been arrested in 
Budapest. — According to Radio 
Budapest two leaders o f the 
revolution in  the region of Gyor 
have been condemned to  death 
and six others to prison.”  (A r-  
beiter Zeitung, Vienna, a Social
is t newspaper.)

A p r il 5: “ According to Radio- 
Budapest, seven ‘counter-revolu
tionaries’ have been arrested in 
j iis k o lc  fo r  conspiring against

HUNGARIAN 
TRAGEDY 

by Peter Fryer
96pp $1.00

(Plus 15e m ailing  charge) 
Order from : 

PIO NEER PUBLISHERS 
116 U niversity Place 
New Y ork 3, N . Y.

I» # # # # # # » # # # » # # # # # # » » # # » # # # # # # *

B ut i t  could not have done 
otherwise. Here are a few se
lected quotes g iv ing  the view 
Lenin held in his las t years about 
th,e life  led by the arm y com
munist office-holders: “ We must 
confess”  be said in 1922 “ that 
99 out o f 100 responsible com
munists are not f i l l in g  the posi
tion  where they are most f i t .  . .”

“ Is there in  the hands o f the 
Russian workers’ state su ffic ien t 
economic sources of strength to 
assure the transition to com
munism? W hat is lacking-? I t  is 
clear w hat is inadequate: the 
insu ffic ien t cu lture of the gov
erning layer of communists. Lot 
us take Moscow— 4,700 office- 
holding communists, and i f  we 
take in to  account as well the 
'huge bureaucratic machinery, 
tha t labyrin th , tha t mass, who 
is leading whom? Can we say 
tha t the labyrin th  is je in g  led 
by the communists? 1 strongly 
doubt tha t. To fc’ l l the tru th , 
they are not leading, they are 
being led. Here In transp iring  
something akin to w hat we were 
taugh t in h is to ry  when we were 
children. . . .  We were taught 
th a t sometimes when one people 
conquers another, . . .  i f  the peo
ple which conquered 'have a high- 
er cu ltu re  than the vanquished 
people, then they force th e ir own 
culture on the la tte r; i f  the m at
te r is otherwise, then i t  happens 
th a t the defeated people forces 
its  own cu ltu re  on the conqueror. 
Isn ’t  i t  something s im ila r to this 
th a t is going on in the Russian 
Socialist Federated Republic? 
And are not these 4,700 commun
ists coming under the influence 
o f a fo re ign  class cu ltu re?”

F IG H TIN G  AND  B U ILD IN G
Here we are in a certain sense 

dea'ling w ith  a trag ic case. The 
communist apparatus so s tr ik 
ing ly  characterized bv Lenin, in 
its  o rig in  and its  m a jo rity , was 
composed entire ly  of honest men, 
even of heroes who fough t 
splendidly during the Revolution 
and the C iv il W ar. B u t f ig h tin g  
is 'One m atter and bu ild ing  is 
another. . . And again we arrive 
at the  bottom: as a consequence 
of the Russian backwardness, 
the p a rty  a t the head of the 
masses could summon enough 
stren'gth to topple the T zar and 
even the bourgeois-democratic 
power, ¡but could not measure up 
to the slow, step-by-step sys
tem atica lly  progressing econom
ic work.

These men fe lt instinctive ly  
tha t they were not adequate to 
the task which awaited them in

the event o f the Opposition’s 
v ictory. This reminds us o f Hun
ga ry : when the “ new type of 
economic w ork”  was placed on 
the agendia fo llow ing the 20th 
Congress, what a w ild  uproar 
the apparatus by and large put 
up against even the mildest c r i t 
icism— it  fe lt tha t its  very con
ditions o f existence were being 
attacked. This was the real, i f  
unspoken, basis o f the argument 
o f the whole body o f function
aries.

The apparatus defended S ta lin  
then, because .Stalin expressed 
what the apparatus was capable 
o f— namely the forced1 'building 
of socialism. A t  the same time 
this apparatus was the only state 
power in a ll dispersed Russia; 
S talin, or any other representa
tive  of the state, h'ad to  d e fe n d  
i t  against the m a jo rity  o f the 
people. Here was the "secret”  of 
Stalin's v ic to ry.

A  STRUCTURE OF CRIMES
. . . The system', b u ilt up on 

force, committed year-in, year- 
out a series of injustices and 
monstrosities. The crimes 'and 
lies to cover up the crimes bad 
now become piled up so high tha t 
the exposure of a single crime 
could endanger the whole c rim i
nal structure. In  such a s itua
tion  any debate, any critic ism  
no t actually in itiated! from  on top 
could lead to [a  challenge o f] 
the basic monstrosities. . .

Khrushchev said a t the con
gress th a t Stalin murdered even 
where ‘‘there no longer was any 
need to ” — i.e., when the Opposi
tion  had already been ideologic
a lly  annihilated. Only th a t was 
not exactly how th ings stood. 
Quite the contrary. The Opposi
tion  had not ¡been annihilated, 
ra the r under S ta lin ’s regime no 
one could say anyth ing which 
contradicted S ta lin , however true 
i t  m igh t be. The theories cooked 
up were no longer adequate to 
demolish the standing positions 
held by the Oppositionists. E x 
pulsions did not work. Perma
nent physical and m oral te rro r 
became indispensable.
BASIS OF TH E  TERROR

S ta lin  did not murder be
cause he was a sadist, although 
we cannot dismiss the possibili
ty  th a t such a trend la te r de
veloped in him. S ta lin  was de
fending a “ system.”  He was de
fending the whole, including the 
bases o f the party  regime. The 
cause o f the te rro r was not some 
peculiar, freakish cause “ in con- 
trad ition  to the system,”  but the 
very down-to-earth, everyday

Budapest workers inspect, two a rtille ry  guns that they 
knocked out of action in the days follow ing the historic 
Oct. 2$ uprising. The Hungarian workers, inspired by the 
ideals of national independence and workers democracy, gave 
an heroic account of themselves in the struggle.

reason tha t any slystem which 
is not supported by the people, 
which forces itse lf on the people, 
has to resort to te rro r. [When 
Hungaricus uses the term, “ sys
tem,”  in th is  connection he 
makes clear tha t he is re fe rring  
to the police regime and is  not 
defin ing the USSR sociological
ly . His is the same as T o g lia tt i’s 
use of the word in the June 195<5 
discussion between T o g lia tti and 
Pravd'a. — T r.]

One cannot imagine a more 
shameless th ing  than When S ta
l in ’s accomplices report tha t 
“ there was no need’’ to wipe out 
the Opposition, as they had al
ready annihilated i t  “ ideologic
a lly .”  W hat was introduced ideo
log ica lly was required to lav the 
groundwork fo r  the mass exter
minations. T e rro r was the es
sence, the ideological “ discus
sion“  of the 1930’s became more 
and more ju s t accompanying 
music. I t  was necessary to k ill 
precisely then, when i t  seemed 
no longer necessary.

N EED  FOR FRAM E-UP
T hat is the reason why the te r

ro r struck down even men who 
had never been Oppositionists. I t  
was necessary to keep the so
ciety in precisely th a t situation 
where anyone [could be consid
ered] a potentia l spy and tra ito r, 
every independent thought, evi
dence of being a tra ito r  under 
the enemy’s influence.

When the T ro tskyis ts  were be
ing thrown by the thousands in to  
¡prisons and when, even ten 
years a fte r T ro tsky ’s exile they 
turned up more and more, S ta
lin  explained tha t the T ro tsky
ists were “ no longer a po litica l 
current, as they had been seven- 
years before, bu t spies.”  That 
meant th a t the Oppositionists

“ did not dare show the ir true 
faces” — in other words, did not 
confess to  the workers tha t they 
were spies and diversionists.

You understand, don’t you, in 
nocent reader? That meant tha t 
a ll T ro tsky is ts  w-ere spies, that 
they were denying the ir espion
age past. Ten lines lower Stalin 
“ proves”  this, w ith the confes
sions o f other T ro tskyis ts— we 
now know, through what meth
ods ' such forced confessions 
fwere obtained!. Such is S ta lin
is t logic. We can r e a d  i t  
in  H ungarian also under the 
heading, "On shortcomings in 
pa rty  w ork and regulations cov
ering the liquidation of Troteky- 
ite  and other double-dealers.”  
W hat a t it le !

A R U LIN G  CASTE
. . . .  Compared to the h o rr i

ble backwardness of Tzaris t Rus
sia, the workers’ standard o f l iv 
ing  improved, even i t  did' not 
approach the liv ing  standards of 
any s ign ifican t cap ita lis t coun
try . The contrast between the 
mode o f life  of the people and 
the ¡leading layers in  the Soviet 
Union emphasizes w ith  bruta l 
c la rity  the fo rm ation  of a new 
ru lin g  caste. [Hungaricus’ exact 
term  — T r.]

The socialist caste system is 
the product o f ’Soviet commun
ism, the necessary consequence 
o f forced [indus tria liza tion? ], 
the proper fin ish ing  touch to the 
“ build ing”  of Socialism in eight- 
to-ten short years in  an Asian 
country, hard ly  emerged from  
the Middle Ages. . . . We can 
speak of dependence in this 
sense, th a t the leaders are de
pendent on the caste ru lin g  over 
socialism.

. . . We cannot agree w ith  
those who, in the ir blindness, fo r 

get the fundamental principles 
o f h istorica l science. The results 
o f the fo u r decades of Soviet de
velopment have been such tha t 
could never ‘have been achieved 
in any other way: Soviet indus
try , shaped through force out
side o f the economy has over
taken the most 'developed cap
ita lis t countries in  several fields, 
in  consequence o.f which Soviet 
technical-scientific development 
had t^.ken f irs t  place in the world 
in the peaceful u tiliza tion  of 
atomic energy, Soviet industry 
manufactures modern machines, 
some of which can in due time 
raise Soviet agricu lture to a 
leading position.

A CONTRADICTION 
The legends are dissipating. 

Grotesaue and saddening it is, 
when the Soviet leaders sound 
o ff  about Socialism achieved and 
the building o f Communism. But 
a ll th is  should not obscure the 
decisive fact that Russia, fo rty  
years ago on the level o f an 
Asia tic  country, has today a l
most reached the point where 
one can speak o f laying the eco
nomic foundations fo r the build
ing o f Socialism. This is the pow
e rfu l h istorical fact, perhaps the 
moist im portant phenomenon in 
modern history.

The reader w ill notice tha t 
there remains a certa in contra
d iction between the preceding 
sections aixt the conclusion. But 
tlr is  contradiction exists in re 
a lity . . .

So fa r  i t  has no t become clear 
where these changes [rum blings 
in Soviet society] are leading to. 
Bu t we have seen enough so fa r  
to  be cause of anxiety [anxious 
expectations?] The 20 th Con
gress showed m anifestly  enough 
the uneveness of these changes, 
the fact th a t there is no serious 
scientific analysis or program 
behind these changes. The events 
tha t have unfolded since the 
Congress, the tem porarily  ‘ ‘se
c re t”  Yugoslav-Soviet debate in 
the summer of '56, . . . the m il
ita ry  provocations against the 
Poles, and above all the bloody 
suppression o f the Hungarian 
revolution— all th is showed that 
the renli break has not yet a r
rived, the. conservative forces in 
the system s till p lay the decisive 
role.

A LTE R N A TIV E S
The uneveness o f the 20th Con

gress. which is most clearly mani
fested in the in terna l contradic
tion housed in the p rim itive  eva
lua tion  of S ta lin , can level out 
along two varian ts: e ither back
wards, w ith  some camouflage, 
toward the consolidation of the 
S ta lin is t system, or tow ard a 
radical break. This la tte r does 
not unconditionally demand an 
immediate decisive change, but, 
in any case, i t  does demand se
rious pulblic analysis. Then i t  
fcalls fo r  a serious determ ina
tio n — demonstrated in  practice— 
»to work out a long-range reform  
program  that is put up fo r de
bate. A ll th is  w ill have to be 
tackled in oirder to restore con
fidence.

Some individuals, w ith  whom I 
fo r  one cannot sympathize— ex- 
communists among them— hope 
fo r  the dow nfall o f the Soviet

system. They look fo rw a rd  to 
the form ation  of some kind of 
cap ita lis t democracy. T am at 
a loss to understand how they 
can a rrive  a t such conclusions.

There are not enough spawn 
of [p ro-Tzaris t, pro-cap ita lis t] 
emigres tha t could be scraped 
up out o f a ll the brothels and 
roadhouses of Europe and Asia 
to f ix  up a tolerable cap ita lis t 
democracy [in  Russia], Aside 
from  that, have the Soviet peo
ple made such sacrifices during 
the last fo r ty  years only to drag 
themselves a fte r the splendors 
of cap ita lis t democracy and to 
satis fy  the whim s o f a few ten- 
thousand men ?

No. I don’t want to see any 
such thing. I want to live to see 
the in terna l renovatictn o f the 
Soviet Union. . . .

December 1956

Hungarian Writer Nails Togliatti’s Lies
We re p rin t below a reply to 

Palm iro T og lia tti, Ita lian  Com
m unist Party  chief, bv Georsre 
Paloczi-Horvath, a Hungarian 
revolutionary w rite r. T og lia tti 
had attacked Hungarian w rite rs 
fo r  partic ipa ting  in the October 
uprising last year. Paloczi- 
H orvath ’s answer was printed in 
the May 31 Tribune, weekly 
newspaper o f the Bevan w ing 
of the Labor Party . —  Ed.

The l e a d i n g  revolutionary 
w rite rs  o f H ungary are a t pres
ent m ostly in ja il o r in  exile.

Those colleagues of ours who 
are a t present in  the to rtu re  
chambers o f the S ecurity Police 
ja il in Budapest were p ro 
nounced “ incorrig ib le ”  by the ir 
inquisitors fo r  refusing to “ con
fess”  th a t they organized a coun
ter-revolution in  order “ to re
s to re  capita lism  and H o rthy  
fascism.”

You, S ignor T o g lia tti, claim to 
to believe a fte r reading some 
o f our w rit in g , th a t our weekly, 
the L ite ra ry  Gazette, ‘‘played an 
extremely im portan t p a rt in the 
trag ic  events in  H ungary during 
last October and November.”

You conclude th a t the H ungar
ian w rite rs  “ destroyed tihe Com- 
rtiunist P arty  in a demented 
frenzy and have thrown the peo
ple into a hopeless s ituation.”

RAKO SI PERSECUTED?
You charge us, in  effect, w ith  

being insincere cowards fo r  not 
daring to declare th a t we rea lly  
pre ferred the Hort'hy epoch to 
th a t of people’s democracy. We 
must be m ost curious people in
deed.

According to your accusations 
we were merciless enemies of 
Rakosi and his clique. We perse
cuted the poor dictators who had 
at th e ir  disposal only the ir army, 
the ir S ecurity Police, th e ir huge

pa rty  apparatus, the two MVD 
brigades and fo u r Soviet d iv i
sions permanently stationed in 
Hungary.

Some tw enty-five  w rite rs  are 
in the hands of the Security Po
lice. Up t i l l  now these cowards 
have not marte the  confessions 
expected of them.

And do you th ink  th a t a hand
fu l o f feeble, insincere and cow
a rd ly  intellectuals could have in 
spired tihe upris ing o f a nation?

Do you rea llv  th ink  th a t the 
m illions of Hungarians who 
fough t fo r  weeks on end and 
la te r took p a rt in the most com
plete general s tr ike  in h istory, 
wanted the impossible— the re
storation of Hungarian capita l
ism ?

Surely to a M arx is t like  your
self i t  cannot be a ll explained 
away by the fa c t th a t we w rite rs  
“ instigated”  thie people o f Hun
gary? You must remember the 
famous statement of K a rl M arx:

“ The times of th a t superstition 
wihich a ttribu ted  revolutions to 
the ill-w il l  o f a few' agitators 
have long passed away. Everyone 
knows nowadays that, wherever 
there is a revo lu tionary convul
sion, there m ust be some social 
w ant in  the background which is 
prevented by outworn in s titu 
tions from  sa tis fy ing  its e lf.”

Y our main accusation is tha t 
we w rite rs , instigators of the re
volt, had pure ly negative, de
structive  aims; we did not work 
out a positive p la tfo rm .

We did have a program, you 
know. I t  is called democratic So
cialism.

I f  you took the trouble to 
study a ll the various 7, 8, 10 and 
16-point programs, ed itoria l a r
ticles, and tihe various p a rty  res
olutions published during the 
Hungarian revolution —  when 
there was freedom of speech and 
thought — then you would learn

th a t all po litica l parties, news
papers and groups were unani
mous in w anting democratic So
cialism.

The second accusation is that 
we w rote and spoke in a lan
guage too harsh. I f  you troubled 
to  read the o ffic ia l pa rty  daily. 
Szaibad Net), during the period 
we were fig h tin g  against te r
rorism , you would see th a t we 
were attacked fu rious ly  in lan
guage much harsher s till.

IN TO LE R A N T OF COPS
You picture  the three hundred 

odd w rite rs  and the 1.500 stu
dents of the Petofi Circle as 
opponents of free discussion and 
as reorile in to le ran t in the ir a t t i 
tude towards m inorities. Thi» 
charge has its  comic aspect. We 
were in to le ran t w ith  the Securi- 
tv-PoIice representative, lite ra ry  
d ic ta tor Sandor Gergely, and we 
persecuted h;m ! . . .  He had at his 
back the huge p a rtv  apparatus. 
He punished us w ith  expulsion, 
arrest, and the banning of our 
books. Y e t we persecuted h im !

The th ird  accusation — tha t 
w rite rs  like  Dery, Hay and Zelk, 
who had been Communist Party  
members since 19119, wanted the 
restoration of the H orthy-period 
— is too ludicrous to  need reply.

You quote m y leading artic le 
in  the revo lu tionary issue of our 
L ite ra ry  Gazette and detect in  it  
uncerta inty and distrust.

i t  is true  tha t I  asked m y fe l
low countrymen not to lay  down 
th e ir arms before fin a l victory. 
T rue enough. We were uncertain 
and d is trus tfu l on November 1, 
When I  w rote the artic le

We distrusted the K rem lin 
leaders and were no t certain that 
they would keep the ir solemn 
promise, given on the previous 
day, to evacuate Hungary. Read 
the o ffic ia l announcement of Oc
tober M , broadcast from  Moscow

and published in Pravda and in 
the world-press. T h ink o f the 
events o f November 4. Was our 
uncerta inty and d is trust un
founded?

The last accusation— often re
peated in  Moscow and by the 
Budapest stooges— is t h a t  our 
revo lt w-ould have turned later 
in to counter-revolution and white 
te rro r.

W A N TE D  OPEN TR IALS
N o doubt there were counter

revolutionaries in  Hungary, too. 
No doubt, some s ix ty  or seventy 
Security Police thugs were un
fo rtuna te ly  lynched.

We would have preferred to
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tr y  them a t open tr ia ls  w ith  in 
ternational legal experts pres
ent. We even fough t to defend 
them w ith  th is purpose in mind. 
But the workers and peasants 
and students of Hungary had 
arms in the ir hands.

'Do you th ink  tha t some elder
ly  H orthy-officers, re tired bank
ers and a sprink ling  o f cardinals 
and duchesses could ever have 
beaten us when i t  was not so 
easy fo r  tw enty Soviet divisions?

I  th ink  i t  w il l  be appropriate 
i f  I  quote Mai-x in  conclusion: 
“ The workers have been beaten, 
but they  have not been defeated. 
H is to ry  w ill prove th a t i t  was 
others who suffered defeat.”

TH E  CLASS N ATU R E  OF 
TH E SOVIET STATE. By Leon 
Trotsky. 22 pages. 25 cents. (Cey
lon publication.) Order, from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U niver
s ity  Place, New York if, N . Y.

Aptheker Says He 
Would Debate the 
SWP on Hungary

CHICAGO, June 18 —  Herbert 
Aptheker, a leading spokesman 
fo r  the Communist P arty , ad
dressed a meeting o f about a 
hundred here ton igh t on the sub
ject “ The T ru th  About Hun
gary.”  He presented a summary 
o f his new book o f the same 
title .

W ith  only h a lf an hour avail
able in  the discussion period, 
there was lit t le  tim e fo r  a fu l l  
discussion o f Aptheker’s thesis 
th a t the Hungary revolution was 
im peria list-inspired and organ
ized. However during the dis
cussion, Howard Mayhew, Chi
cago organizer o f the Socialist 
W orkers P arty , took the floo r 
to indicate the viewpoint of the 
SWP and of the M ilita n t tha t 
the  H ungarian revolution was 
was a progressive movement fo r  
workers’ democracy and nation
al independence. He then asked 
Aptheker i f  he would debate the 
issue w ith  a spokesman fo r  
e ither the SWP or the M ilitan t. 
Aptheker replied $,hat he would 
be w illin g  to accept such a de
bate.

*  $  *

D A IL Y  WORKER R EV IE W
A ptheker’s book and view

point is apparently receiving a 
divided reception w ith in  the 
Communist Party itse lf. This 
fac t is indicated by the review 
of the book by Robert Friedman 
in the June 19 Daily W orker.

Friedman writes, “ Aptheker, 
despite his searching examina
tion o f the fa ilings of the Hun
garian Communist government, 
places prime responsibility fo r 
the uprising a t the door of im 
perialism.

" I  do not believe either th is  
book, or life  itse lf, sustains th is 
judgment. N or do I  believe the 
evidence bears out his honeful 
assertion tha t the present Kadar 
government is ending the re
pressions which Aptheker con
demns and which the Hungarian 
people abhor.

“ For th is  reason, despite much 
th a t is thoughtfu l and illu m in 
ating, I  do not believe the T ru th  
About Hungary is the fu ll tru th  
about Hungary. . .

“ Aptheker sees in Hungary 
a fte r the storm a government 
which has learned its  lesson 
from  the past. I  am not so san
guine. Russian has been restored 
as a compulsory second lan 
guage. The r ig h t to strike is 
proscribed by death penalty. The 
Hungarian people have no more 
opportunity to recall Premier 
Janos Kadar by popular re fe r
endum at stated intervals than 
they had to demonstrate the ir 
d issatisfaction w ith  Rakosi.”

Ind icting  the 'Krem lin role in 
Hungary, Friedman replies to 
Aptheker tha t: “ The Soviet U n
ion itse lf bore partia l but s igni
fica n t responsibility fo r  the Ra
kosi- Ge^o government. (Direct
ly , because as an occupying 
power it, adm ittedly, outraged 
the national feelings o f a peo
ple. . .Ind irectly, because the 
Rakosi-Gero regime was only 
aping its  betters, acting out in 
m in ia ture the excesses, the ob
sessive suspicions, the grandilo
quent identification o f self w ith  
state tha t marked the ru le of 
Joseph S ta lin .”
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the government.”  (Neue Zuer- 
cher Zeitung, Swiss newspaper.)

A p ril 8: “ Student Ilona Toth 
has been condemned to death in 
Budapest along w ith  her two 
principa l co-defendants. . .Jour
na lis t Gyula Obersowszky and 
p layw righ t Jozsef Gali have been 
sentenced to prison. (Radio 
Budapest.)

A p r il 11: Declaration made by 
a leader of the new youth or
ganization: “ We are not inde
pendent, wre w ork under the direc
tion o f the pa rty .”  (Nepszabad- 
sag.)

A p ril 12: “ A b ig  tr ia l o f 20 
inhabitants o f Miskolc has opened 
in  Budapest.”  The accused are 
charged w ith  “ having organized 
an armed uprising to  overthrow 
the regime and, having killed 
several police o fficers during a 
rio t.”  (Agence France Presse, 
principal French news service.)

“ A group o f ‘Counter-revolu- 
tionaries’ has been arrested at 
Ormosbanya fo r  preparing a new 
armed insurrection, possessing 
arms as well as a radio tra n 
sm itte r.”  (Reuters. principal 
B ritish  news service.)

A p r il 13: “ Several persons
suspected o f preparing a new 
uprising and o f having k illed  a 
commander o f the ‘workers 
m ilit ia ’ have been jailed in 
Budapest.”  (Radio Budaoest.)

A p r il 15: “ Ferenc Polya and 
Joszef Benczik, condemned to 
death on March 25 fo r  illegal 
possession o f firearm s, have been 
executed. . . . Budapest police 
have arrested ’a dangerous band 
of counter-revolutionaries.” ’ (F i
garo, Paris daily paper.)

A p ril 22: “ A communique of 
the M in is try  o f the In te rio r has 
announced the arrest o f w r ite r  
T ibo r Derv fo r  ‘acts against 
state security.’ as well as the dis 
solution o f the Union o f Hun
garian W rite rs .”  (Agence Fance 
Presse.)

COMMUNISTS IN  PRISON
“ There are more Hungarian 

communists in  Kadar’s prisons 
than were imprisoned under 
H orthy,”  states the June 15 
Newsletter, edited by Peter F rye r 
in London.

“ They include such veterans of 
the Hungarian w orking class 
movement as Zoltán Vas and Geza 
Losonczy; the communist in te l
lectuals T ibor Dery and GyHila 
H ay; the young novelist Tardos; 
the journa lists H arazsti and 
iGimes; the young communist 
Gabor Tanozos, secretary o f the 
Petofi circle; the communist o f
ficers M aleter and Kopacsi; the 
Communist student leaders M ar- 
kus. Janos Varga and Pozsar.

“ Hundreds o f Communists have 
been executed by K adar’s AVH . 
Among them are the communist 
journa lists Gabor Fo lly , the com
m unist poet Istyan Eorsi, Malet- 
er’s lieutenants Praszmeyer and 
Kabalacs, Istvan Angyal, leader 
of the revolutionary youth o f the 
N in th  D is tric t o f Budapest, B a lin t 
Papp, leader o f the pa rty ’s youth 
organization in Dunapentele. . . .

“ Kadar’s police have, however, 
a t last found a real live  W hite 
Terroris t, whom they have p u t 
on tr ia l fo r  k ill in g  progressive 
people. He is 70 years o f age, and 
his crimes date fro m  —  1919. 
W hy he was not punished be
tween 1945 and 1956 has not been 
explained.”


