
Expulsion- Splits 
Dominate AFL-CIO 
Second Convention

By Fred Halstead
A T LA N T IC  CITY, Dec. 10— The process o f expelling 

a ffilia te d  unions has completely dominated the AFL-CIO  
convention which began here last week. Expelled so fa r 

the 1.3 - million - member ®are
In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood o f 
Team sters and the 130,000-mem
ber Bakery and C onfectionary 
W orkers. F orm a l ouster o f the 
bakery union, w h ile  voted yeste r
day, is to take place Dec. 12. In  
the  m eantim e a decision is to be 
made on issu ing a cha rte r fo r  a 
r iv a l bakery union. A F L -C IO  
President George M eany has 
declared there w i l l  be no a ttem p t 
to fo rm  a r iv a l to  the Team sters.

The convention has seen no 
debate and little  discussion on 
economic, organizing, civil rights  
and political-action questions. 
Resolutions on these subjects 
have been sandwiched between 
guest speakers and proceedings 
against unions whose officials  
have been under attack during 
the past year by the McClellan 
Committee.

M IT C H E L L ’S PROPOSALS
Secretary o f Labor James P. 

M itche ll, a guest speaker, o u t
lined the E isenhower a d m in is tra 
t io n ’s proposals fo r  le g is la tio n  
a ffe c tin g  the labor movem ent in  
l ig h t  o f the  M cC le llan C om m it
tee hearings. The proposals 
would ou tlaw  a ll secondary boy
cotts o f the “ ho t cargo”  - type  
a n d  re s tr ic t  o rgan iza tiona l 
p icke ting . They w ould set up a 
hew governm ent bureau to  police 
friiion  records and requ ire  the 
f i l in g  w ith  th is  agency o f an- 
liha l fin a n c ia l reports  and details 
6b “ union s tru c tu re  and organ
iza tion  procedures.”  The p ro 
posed law s would also requ ire  
secret b a llo t elections every fo u r  
years fo r  local, na tiona l and 
"o th e r”  union o ffice rs  (and 
presum ably governm ent super
v is ion  o f such elections).

M itch e ll said the a d m in is tra 
tion  would oppose a na tiona l 
“ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  law , b u t did no t 
propose e lim in a tin g  the section 
o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t  which 
a llow s states to  pass such laws. 
He also proposed e lim in a tio n  o f 
the non -co m m un is t-a ffid av it p ro 
v is ion  o f the T -H  law  e n tire ly  
and said he supported changes 
in  the law  to a llow  s tr ik e rs  to 
vote in  N L R B  elections.

In  aswer to these proposals, 
the  A F L -C IO  E xecutive Counci

Pushed Ousters

M E A N Y

generaldrew  up a 
suppo rting  le g is la tio n  wh ich 
“ m ay be needed to pro tect trade 
unions and th e ir  m embers”  and 
dec la ring  th a t the A F L -C IO  “ w ill 
re s is t”  le g is la tio n  seeking “to 
destroy honest, decent Am erican 
trade  unions.”  No more specific 
plans, proposals or preparations

for fighting the expected wave 
of anti-labor legislation next year 
have been discussed at this con
vention.

F A L L IN G  FOR  
MC C L E L L A N  SOFT-SOAP

The p re va ilin g  a ttitu d e  o f the 
A F L -C IO  leadership was ex
pressed by W illia m  Schn itz le r, 
Secretary - T reasu re r o f the 
federa tion , a t a speech to the 
Labo r Press Association ju s t be
fo re  the convention opened. 
R e fe rrin g  to  the “ clean-up”  cam
pa ign, he said, “ as soon as we 
ge t th rou gh  th is  problem  th a t 
we now have, you ’l l  see th is  
labor movement grow . . . . W hy 
do you know I ’ve heard m em 
bers o f the  M cC lellan com m ittee 
speak out and ask the Am erican 
B a r Association and the N A M  
w hy they haven’t  adopted an 
E th ic a l Practices Code s im ila r  
to th a t o f the A F L -C IO . . . .  In  
these speeches they hold up the 
A F L -C IO  as a m ora l symbol fo r  
A m erica .”

W o o d ru ff Randolph, president 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l T ypog ra 
ph ica l U n ion and one o f the fiv e  
delegates who spoke aga inst the 
ouster o f the Team sters, warned 
aga inst t ry in g  to appease the 
labor-probers. “ The on ly purpose 
o f the M cC lellan C om m ittee,”  

reso lu tion  said Randolph, " is  to create an 
atmosphere th rough  w h ich they 
can adopt a lo t  more repressive 
leg is la tion . . . . Jus t so long  as 
they can keep d ig g in g  i t  up, as 
they are now doing, th in g s  th a t 
are going on in the labo r move
ment, they w i l l  keep on d igg ing  
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Rocket Failure Called Heavy 
Blow to U.S. Prestige Abroad
Biggest Transit Strike

Foster Attack on Gates 
Published by Kremlin

DEC. 11 —  The factional struggle w ith in  the leader
ship of the Communist P arty  appears to be heading to
ward a renewal of open warfare. According to the Dec. 9 
New Y ork  Times, the  la te s t is -® -------------------------------------------------------
sue o f the Soviet magazine, Kom - 
m un ist, contains a b lis te r in g  a t 
tack by W illia m  Z. Foster 
aga inst D a ily  W orke r ed ito r 
John Gates.

A ccord ing to the T im es ac
count o f the artic le , F oster w ro te 
th a t the reso lu tion adopted a t 
the CP’s na tiona l convention las t 
F eb ru a ry  sanction ing “ comrade
ly  c r it ic is m  o f o ther Com m unist 
P arties  and also soc ia lis t coun
tr ie s ,”  had been fa lse ly  in te r
pre ted hy the d a ily  press as 
s ig n ify in g  a “ re vo lt against 
Moscow.”  The cha irm an em eri
tus  o f the Am erican CP w ent 
on to assure his Soviet readers
th is  was no t the case.

The Tim es rep o rts  th a t the 
a rtic le  goes on to a s lashing 
assault a g a i n s t  Gates. He 
renews his a tta ck  on Gates
fo r  his o rig in a l c r it ic a l a ttitu d e  
tow a rd  the armed Soviet in te r
ven tion  in  H u ng ary , as w e ll as 
h is proposal, la te r w ith d ra w n , to 
dissolve the C om m unist P a rty
in to  a p o lit ic a l association. |

D ec la ring  th a t the “ r ig h t  Cates is m anifested in  the  le t-
w in g ”  is s t i l l  “ qu ite  s trong ,”  te rs  appearing  in  the pages o f 
F oster appa ren tly  repeats a ll o f ¡the  D a ily  W o rke r v ig o ro us ly  a t-

Doxie Wilkerson 
Resigns from CP
DEC. 13 —  The weekend 

W orker today reported the 
resignation from the Commu
nist Party of Doxie W ilker- 
son. A member of the party’s 
national committee and a 
prominent supporter o f the 
Gates viewpoint, Wilkerson 
made his resignation known 
in a letter dated Nov. 25. I t  
said in p art: “ I  still cherish 
and w ill continue to work for 
the social goals which have 
long guided my adult life . . . 
However, I  have come, re 
luctantly but irrevocably, to 
the conclusion that, especially 
in the light of recent develop
ments, the Communist Party  
no longer affords a fram e
work within which I  can 
make a constructive contribu
tion to these ends.”

New York’s 
Subways 
Near Halt

By George Lavan
N E W  YO RK, Dec. 11 — The 

men who drive New York’s sub
w ay trains bave gone on a 
strike w h i c h  has slowed the 
transit system to a crawl and 
at the same time captured the 
imagination of the city’s work
ing class.

The s tr ike , begun a t 5 A .M ., 
Dec. 9, by the  M oto rm en ’s 
Benevolent A ssoc ia tion  w h i c h  
cla im s a m em bership o f 2,600 
o f the subway’s 3,167 t ra in  en
gineers, is  unique in  a num ber 
o f ways. The M B A  is  a union 
w ith o u t a bureaucracy. The o f
f ic ia ls  are w o rk in g  m otorm en. 
I t  is ex trem e ly  m ilita n t.  I t  is 
the on ly  un ion to ca ll a sub
way s tr ik e  in  30 years. I t  en
gaged in  a n ine -hou r stoppage 
la s t year. Despite the heavy 
pena lties th a t fo llow e d  inc lud
in g  one-year la y o ffs  in  several 
eases and despite the perm a
nent in ju n c tio n  imposed by the 
courts , the m otorm en have once 
m ore proved as good as th e ir 
w a rn in g  and have again w alked 
o f f  the job.

A t  one o’clock in the m orn ing, 
fo u r  hours before the s tr ike  
deadline, fo u r  leaders o f the 
M B A  were dragged to  a ju dg e ’s 
home fo r  sentencing to ten clays 
in  ja i l  fo r  v io la t in g  the no
s tr ik e  in ju n c tio n . The M B A  re a l
ized th is  w ou ld  happen and had 
a second-string  leadership a ll 
prepared to c a rry  on the s tr ike . 
These have done an exce llent 
jo b  o f p u b lic iz in g  the g r ie v 
ances..

C onsequently the m a jo r ity  of 
New Y o rk  w orkers , despite the 
inconvenience in  g e ttin g  to and 
fro m  w o rk , are sym pa the tic  to  
the s tr ik e rs . They adm ire  the 
s ig h t o f ra n k -a n u -fiie  w orkers 
on tn e ir own de fy in g  the powers 
that be. In  a day and age when 
i t  seems that labor leaders go 
to prison only for being caught 
red-handed in some corruption, 
the average worker here is im 
pressed with the M BA leaders 
who have willingly gone to 
prison fo r what they consider 
the best interests of the men 
they represent.

On the o ther hand New Y o rk ’s 
B ig  Business i n t e r e s t s  are 
scream ing fo r  extrem e penalties 
aga ins t the s tr ik e rs . T h e ir fu ry  
m ay be gauged b y  the lead edi- 

(Continued on page 2)

Indonesian Workers Seize 
Holdings of Dutch Imperialists

the charges o f “ rev is ion ism ”  
hurled a t Gates p r io r  to  the 
adoption o f the “ un ited ”  com
prom ise reso lu tions a t the la s t 
convention.

On Dec. 10, Gates made the 
fo llo w in g  sta tem ent to the N .Y .

tack in g  the contents o f a speech 
made by the D a ily  W orke r edi
to r  in a Boston debate w ith  
G ranv ille  H icks. On the basis of 
the re p o rt o f the speech. Gates 
had said no th in g  essentia lly  new 
or d iffe re n t fro m  w h a t he has

T im es: “ M r. F oste r’s opposition been saying over the past period, 
to  the new path chartered by ! However, the le tte rs  a ttack ing  
the  national convention o f the his speech are ty p if ie d  by one

By V. Grey 
From Dec. 3 to 9, Indonesia has 

carried through extensive seizures 
of Dutch investments in the 
country. These include banks, 
shipping concerns, airlines, trad
ing companies, oil holdings, 
shuttle railways and coffee, 
cocoa, copra, sisal and rubber 
plantations. I t  also ordered most 
Dutch nationals to leave the 
country.

Thé cam paign o f seizures was 
touched o f f  by renewed Dutch 
re fusa l to negotiate fo r  tu rn in g  
over W est N ew  Guinea (W est 
I r ia n )  to the Indonesian Republic. 
D utch im p eria lism  k e p t posses
sion o f th a t is land a fte r  recogniz
in g  Indonesian independence.

SU EZ IS  M O D EL
In  its  take-over o f Dutch 

p roperties, Indonesia has been 
emboldened by the successful 
E gyp tion  na tiona liza tion  o f the 
Suez Canal, w h ich  also was 
carried  o u t to enforce le g itim a te

cla im s o f a na tiona l independence 
movement. ( In  E g y p t’s case, i t  
was im p e ria lis t re fusa l to g ra n t 
a loan w ith o u t p o lit ic ia l s tr in g s  
fo r  the construction  o f the Aswan 
Dam th a t led to the Suez na- 
t ion a liza tio h .)

However, the Indonesian seiz
ures m ark an im p o rta n t advance 
in  the a n ti- im p e r ia lis t s trugg le  
beyond the Suez na tiona liza tion . 
F o r in a g re a t many instances, 
the D utch ho ld ings were taken 
over by the w orkers  who estab
lished th e ir  con tro l over the 
properties.

The Dec. 9 Christian Science 
Monitor reports that “ Workers 
w ith red armbands and red 
flags . . . were taking over more 
Dutch premises. . . . Indonesian 
workers . . . hoisted the Com
munist and Indonesian national 
ftags above the offices of Bor- 
sumij, one of the largest Dutch 
trading firm s in the country. 
Outside the building they put up 
a notice saying ‘Property of the

500 Attend Socialist Forum’s 
‘Age of Automation’ Conference

-<•>

Stevenson Says
Workers iVlust 
Tighten Belt

By A rt Preis
DEC. 10 —  “Rarely in history have United Stales 

prestige and morale suffered a heavier succession of blows 
than since late summer 1957,” bemoaned last Sunday’s 
N. Y. Times. First came the Soviet Union announcement 
of the development of a successful intercontinental bal* 
listic missile and its launching of two mart-made moons. 
Then, last Friday, when “a token American satellite 
crashed in total and widely publicized failure,” wailed 
the Times, it was viewed throughout the world as “a 
humiliating blow to U.S. prestige.”

That i t  was. B ut U.S. prestige had already been 
brought almost to its  knees by a succession o f blows 
antedating 1957. Indeed, even in England, America’s 
closest im peria list ally, the Sputniks had served to bring 
even more into the open what C hristian Science Monitor 
correspondent Henry S. Hayward described, Nov. 11, as 
the “ inevitable th in ly  disguised satisfaction tha t ju s t 
th is once these supremely confident Americans have got 
the ir comeuppance.”

Loss of Prestige Began in 1945
American prestige had taken a staggering blow in 

August 1945 when Truman announced the w ip ing out of 
two Japanese cities, w ith  ju s t two atomic bombs, 
slaughtering 200,000 civilians. There followed bru ta l U.S. 
m ilita ry  occupations of the defeated nations. Then, Wash
ington launched the cold war against the Soviet Union 
w ith  dire threats o f atomic annihilation. U.S. money and 
arms were poured into the hands of greedy imperialisms, 
like the Dutch and French, in attempts to wipe out in 
blood nationalist uprisings in colonial countries.

Even more damaging to U.S. prestige have been 
direct m ilita ry  interventions against the popular forces 
in c iv il wars. Some six b illion dollars were poured out of 
the U.S. Treasury to holster the u tte rly  corrupt d ictator
ship of Chiang Kai-shek, which crumpled before the m igh t 
o f a vast revolutionary upheaval. And in Korea, U.S. 
m ilita ry  forces, which wiped out m illions of people and 
themselves sustained close to 150.000 casualties, were 
nevertheless stopped dead in th e ir tracks.

W ith its brandishing of the A-bomb and H-bomb, 
with its open aid to capitalist dictatorships like Franco, 
Chiang and Syngman Rhee, with its direct and indirect
attempts to destroy every colonial struggle for national
freedom, American imperialism had long since irreparably 
damaged U.S. prestige in the eyes of the common people 
everywhere.

W hat now profoundly disturbs and unnerves the
American ru ling  class is the effect of the loss of its
ciear-eut m ilita ry  lead on the ru ling  classes o f its  allies
and the uncommitted and neutra list countries. W hy else

t,, , ,. . . . .  would they risk the life  o f a sick President to attend the
Three o f the b iggest o f these in .  • t» ■ o . . .
Java were taken over by w o rk - ' NATO summit conference ill Paris? The fa ilu re  of the
ers and placed under th e ir  c o n -1 U.S. “ Goofnik,”  admits the Dec. 8 N. Y. Times, has “ in-
tro l.  Then, on Dec. 9, the g o v e rn -1 tensified the ‘crisis o f confidence’ tha t has engulfed the
nient^^ssum ed^ d irec t ju le ^  o v e r! western coalition partly  because of the m ilita ry  im 

plications of the Soviet gains in rocketry, partly  because 
of a spate o f dissension among the NATO allies.”

Indonesian Republic.’ ”
The w o rke rs ’ actions have been 

carried  ou t under the auspices 
o f the trade  unions, whose 
leadership —  inc lud ing  Com
m un is t P a rty  forces in  SOBS1. 
la rge s t labo r federa tion  —  co
operates w ith  the Sukarno gov
ernm ent. The la tte r  represents 
the Indonesian c a p ita lis t class. 
A ltho ug h  i t  in it ia te d  the policy 
o f seizures o f D utch p ro pe rty , 
i t  has shown a la rm  over the 
m ilita n cy  w ith  wh ich the w o rk 
in g  class has carried th rough  the 
an ti-D u tch  measures. F rom  the 
beginning, governm ent o ff ic ia ls  
have berated “ w ild c a t”  seizures.

TO O K T H E  B A N K S, TOO
The w orkers did not stop sho rt 

o f the m ost hallowed o f ca p ita l
is t in s titu tio n s  —  the banks.

(Continued on page 3)

Conflict of Interests

C om m unist Party of the L nited 
States was notorious. A pp a re n t
ly he continues this opposition.

“ In  the  a rtic le  published in 
K om m unis t, he speaks en tire ly  
fo r  h im se lf and w ith o u t au tho r
i ty  from  the Com m unist Part> 
in  th is  coun try .”

F u rth e r evidence o f the step
p in g  up o f the d rive  against

which charged Gates with hav
ing “taken another long step 
away from working class prin
ciples of patriotism and interna
tionalism.” Gates replied to 
these attacks by citing decisions 
of the recent convention on 
which he said his remarks were 
based.

By Harry Ring
N E W  YO RK, Dec. 6 — About 

500 people turned out here to
day for a conference sponsored 
by the Américain Forum— For 
Sociaflist Education on the sub
ject of Am erica’s Future in the 
Age of Automation and Atomic 
Energy. The conference was 
preceded by ,a recept ion l a s t  
night, in honor of A. J. Muste, 
chairman of the American Fo-' 
rum.

The opening session o f the 
conference heard three papers 
on the problem s re la ted to au to 
m ation  and atom ic energy. The 
conference then w ent in to  panel 
discussions on trade un ion p rob
lems, c u ltu ra l problem s, youth 
problem s, p o lit ic a l action and 
socia lism  and democracy.

C O N F R O N T A T IO N
E v e ry  tendency in  the rad ica l 

m ovem ent was represented a t

these panels— both on the p la t
fo rm s and among the numerous 
p a rtic ip a n ts  in  the question and 
discussion periods; a n d  con
fro n ta tio n  o f d if fe re n t po in ts o f 
v ie w  was thus made possible.

In  the opening session, a pa
per by C arl D reher, engineer 
and au tho r o f a new book on 
au tom ation , was read by S id
ney Lenz, secre ta ry  o f t h e  
A m erican Forum . D i'ehcr said 
th a t au tom ation w ill b rin g  hard
ships to the w o rk in g  class, un
less i t  takes place in  a s itu a 
tio n  where there is a r is in g  de
mand fo r  labo r power and a 
w ide t ra in in g  p rogram  to p ro 
v ide  w o rkers  w ith  new techno
log ica l sk ills  su itab le fo r  au to
mated plants. “ B u t there  is no th 
in g  in  the present o rder o f so
c ie ty ,”  he said, “ to assure h im  
[th e  w o rk e r] th is  w i l l  happen.”  
He also warned th a t advancing 
technology increased the ten 
dency tow a rd  the concentra tion 
o f economic and p o lit ic a l power 
w ith  a consequent increased

push t ' o w a r d  con fo rm ity . 
“ T hou gh t co n tro l,”  he declared, 
“ is au tom ation  in  p o litic s .”

F ra n k  Bello , science e d ito r of 
F o rtune  m agazine, presented 
fig u re s  to dem onstra te th a t de
velopm ents thus fa r  in  the 
fie ld  o f au tom ation have not 
b ro u g h t w ide-scale unem ploy
ment.

P roduction  o f m anufactured 
goods has increased by 45% in 
the past decade, he said, w h ile  
the num ber o f people employed 
in p la n ts  has rem ained around 
13 m illio n . The on ly m a jo r s h ift  
in  the labo r fo rce  d u rin g  th is  
period was among fa rm  w o rk 
ers whose numbers declined fro m  
e ig h t to s ix  m illio n .

I f  mass unemployment comes, 
he contended, “ it won’t be due' 
to automation, but to some o th 
er fau lt in our system.”

Jack C yp in read extracts  
fro m  the pam phlet, “ The Robot 
R evo lu tion ,”  o f w h ich he is co- 
a u t h o r .  He saw au tom ation 
lead ing to a sim ultaneous de-

Conflicts among the im peria list powers are being 
brought into the open as economic competition amidst 
narrowing markets becomes more acute. U.S. interven- 

een tra liza tion  o f p roduc tion  and ' <ioil compromise the French war against the Algerians 
a ce n tra liza tion  o f the con tro l I — w ith  a U.S. eye on new oil finds ip the Sahara —  has
o f p roduction . Such con tro l he brought Paris and Washington into an open r i f t .  Canada,
or* a u t o o i t i c eandth ^ t h le ls ! C latlC I Austra lia, New Zealand and South A frica  have made 
is up to us.”  ’ 6 ec ls lon j formal protests against U.S. dumping o f food surpluses

The g rea tes t degree o f con-' tha t tend to depress world prices fo r the ir wheat, butte r 
tro ve rsy  a t' the conference w as' and other food exports.
found in  the panels on soc ia l-j Writing of a spreading international capitalist 
ism and democracy and on no- , ■ ^  i • o , . ,
li t ic a l action. (F o r a re p o rt on m ,I\omic slumP- Frederic Sterbenz observed in the Nov. 
the panel discussions, see s to ry , 23 Cleveland Press that “symptoms of depression, parti- 
page 2.) | cuiarly in the drop in heavy industrial production have

A lth o u g h  sha rp ly  d ive rg en t been showing up in nearly every major producing country
abroad. It looks like no mild storm.”

Not the least concern o f the American rulers is the 
growing a ttractive power of the Soviet Union, as the 
second greatest industria l power, fo r  the undeveloped
countries. Two points o f view are contending in the 
American camp. George F. Kennan, form er U.S. Ambas
sador to the Soviet Union, in a Dec. 8 radio address in  
London, expressed the idea tha t the U.S. should not
“ appease” ' needy countries which demand economic aid 
under threat o f turn ing  to Moscow. “ Moscow is not exactly 
the bottomless horn o f plenty i t  is often held to be,”  said 

(Continued on page 2)

views were expressed the tenor 
o f the discussion was f r a te r 
na l th roughou t. The general a t
mosphere o f the g a th e rin g  was 
sy iribo lized by the long table at 
one side o f the m ain ha il which 
was shared by seven o r e igh t 
d iffe re n t rad ica l publications, 
m ost o f w h ich appeared to be 
doing a b risk  business.

Attendance at the conference 
was greaiter than had been an
ticipated. E q u a l l y  gratify ing  
was the large number of youth 
participating.


