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Union Leaders and Little Rock
The events in L itt le  Rock have a 

profound significance fo r the American 
labor movement. I t  is no mere coincidence 
that a professional strike-breaker, as we 
report on the fron t page, was an organizer 
and leader o f the white mob violence at 
the L ittle  Rock High School.

Only recently, the International Union 
o f Electrical Workers, headed by James 
Carey, lodged b itte r complaints w ith  the 
National Labor Relations Board about 
Southern employers using racist propa
ganda to defeat locals o f the IUE. 
Other unions make sim ilar charges.

I f  anyth ing fu rthe r is needed to in 
dicate the v ita l link between racial 
oppression and labor exploitation, we need 
only compare the per capita income ,in the 
white supremacist South w ith  th a t o f 
other sections o f the country. Whereas 
the Middle A tlan tic  states, fo r instance, 
in 1955 had an average income per person 
o f $2,100. eleven states o f the Southeast 
averaged only $1,292. The two worst 
states, Mississippi and Gov. Faubus’ 
Arkansas, averaged only $946 and $1,- 
0(52 respectively.

This Jim-Crow, anti-union South has 
become a haven fo r runaway industries 
and plants seeking cheap labor. I t  has 
supplied a powerful bloc of rabid labor- 
haters to Congress.

The union leaders know this. I t  makes 
the ir fa ilu re  to take a m ilitan t lead in 
the school integration figh t, particu larly 
in L it t le  Rock, all the more shameful. 
They have done nothing to mobilize o r
ganized labor fo r real action to back 
school integration and ha lt the L ittle  
Rock atrocity.

They don’t want to embarrass the 
Democratic Party. They are silent when 
a Democratic spokesman like Adlai 
Stevenson refuses to express an opinion 
on the principle o f school integration, o f
fering slippery evasions like his comment, 
Sept. 29. in N orth  Carolina: “ O f the 
jn a tte r of integration in the schools I 
say only —  lest my silence be misunder
stood —  tha t i f  I thought i t  in my power 
here today to advance by anyth ing I 
could say or do the solution o f th is 
problem I  could speak o f nothing else.”

That is the stand o f a contemptible 
scoundrel and morally-bankrupt opportun
ist. I t  is the stand o f the Democratic 
Party. To m aintain the ir political alliance 
w ith  such a, party, the union leaders have 
displayed u tte r cowardice, i f  not ou trigh t 
treachery, on the school integration issue. 
The labor movement is paying a heavy 
price, and w ill pay more, fo r th is  alliance 
w ith  beneficiaries and protectors o f Jim 
Crow,

A Report on Students in China

Abolish the House Committee!

By Mei Le i-tar
(The following; is w r itte n  by 

a Chinese T ro ts k y is t in  Hong
kong based on in fo rm a tio n  re 
ceived from  inside the People’s 
Republic o f C h ina .— Ed.)

H O NG KO NG , Sept. 8 —  The 
achievements o f the democratic 
and socia list revo lu tion  in China ( 
du rin g  the last e igh t years have 
advanced Chinese society by a 
g ia n t’s step. But Mao's pa rty  
pushed to  the head o f th h  great 
social upheaval, m ainta ined a 
com prom is ing  policy towards a ll 
cap ita lis t elements not associated 
w ith  Chiang K a i Shek’s group 
and bu ilt up a bureaucratic d ic
ta to rsh ip  s im ila r to those iri the 
USSR and Kast-European coun
tries . As1 a resu lt the con trad ic
tions In China have become more 
and more acute and complicated. 
T h is  was laid bare by events 
a fte r  the- “ le t-a -hundred-flow ers- 
hloom-and-contend”  po licy l a i d  
down by the Mao regim e last 
May, a fte r  the “ re c tif ic a tio n ”  
cam paign and a fte r  the “ coun
te ra tta ck  against the ‘R ig h tis ts ’ 
movement”  th a t is s t i l l  go ing on.

(The “ re c tif ic a tio n ”  campaign 
was launched by the Chinese 
Com m unist P a rty  on A p r il 27. 
•It a i m e d  a t co rrecting  three 
abuses—¡bureaucracy, sub jectiv ism  
and sectarian ism . The CCP in 
v ited  the “ re fo rm in g ”  cap ita lis ts  
and in te llec tua ls  to  pa rtic ipa te . 
The “ bloom-and-contend”  po licy 
was introduced as a measure of 
dem ocra tization .)

T h is cartoon, captioned “ Production Goes F o rw a rd .”  ap
peared in May 1956 in the P eking People’s D a ily . I t  depicts 
the problem o f bureaucracy in China. The “ re c tif ic a tio n ”  cam
paign announced e a rlie r th is  year was launched to cope w ith  
th is  problem.

dom on the home front. But they have 
supple spines and can be made to bow 
to public pressure, i f  i t  is great enough.

A sustained e ffo rt to generate enough 
pressure has been called fo r by the ECLC. 
The belated decisions o f the U.S. Supreme 
Court lim itin g  the viciousness of the com
mittee are a valuable (weapon. But 
Supreme Court decisions do not enforce 
themselves. Every violation o f these 
decisions must be fought w ith in  and w ith 
out the courtrooms. As a legal defense 
organization, the ECLC is well prepared 
fo r the courtroom figh ts . Its  unim
peachable record as a civ il liberties o r
ganization. above partisan political in 
terest and devoted to the defense o f c iv il 
liberties fo r all, gives assurance tha t 
such litiga tion  w ill be carried on in the 
most principled manner.

More, the ECLC is to be congratulated 
fo r recognizing tha t to be successful the 
f ig h t must also be carried on outside the 
courtroom. I t  must be carried to the 
American public —  especially to  the 
working people. I t  must be carried to the 
enemy •— tha t is to hearings o f the com
mittee and its spawn o f subcommittees 
wherever in. the country they swoop down 
to do the ir d ir ty  work.

In announcing the campaign the ECLC 
listed cities in which preparations fo r 
public meetings were under way. In ad
dition it  pledged tha t “ there w ill not be 
one more hearing o f the • House Un- 
American Committee tha t w ill not meet 
w ith  resistance.”  The EOLC meetings 
and its  f ig h tin g  slogan deserve all-out 
support.

SPECTER O F H U N G A R Y
The announcement o f t h e  

“ bloom -and-contend”  po licy and 
o f the “ re c tif ic a tio n ”  campaign 
le t loose, an avalanche o f com
p la in ts  on a national scale among 
students r.nd in te llec tua ls . T he ir 
c ritic ism  s h o o k  up the whole 
coun try  and overshadowed those 
o f the “ re fo rm in g ”  cap ita lis ts , 
■political speculators and fo rm e r 
w arlords. The student movement, 
especially, acquired such a mo
mentum tha t by the beginning of 
June, in  a l i t t le  more than a 
month, Tseng Chao-lun, the vice- 
m in is te r o f the H ighe r Educa
tio n  D epartm ent, and Chien W ei- 
chang, v ice -p rinc ipa l o f T s ing - 
hua U n ive rs ity  in Peking a d m it
ted tha t, “ A dem onstra tion o f 
students in the streets can occur 
any m inute, and i f  i t  unites w ith  
the people, th e re 1 w ill be a H un
garian event in China.”

As :oon as Mao's speech on, 
con trad ic tion—w h ich  launched the 
“ bloom-and-contend”  p rogram —  
reached the colleges, the a c t iv i
ties o f the students began. A t  
f ir s t ,  tw o  group ings were form ed 
among the students w ith  o p p o 
site v iew po in ts, each witfh its

own newspaper p u t up on the 
campus Walls. W ith  more and 
m ore pa rtic ip an ts , t h e y  held 
symposiums in the ha lls, in  which 
thousands o f students p a r t ic i
pated. The students demanded 
democracy in the schools- and 
abo lition  o f the p a rty  com m ittee 
system, w h ich ac tu a lly  runs the 
schools. These com m ittees fu n c 
tion  as secret police to in ve s ti
gate peoples’ thoughts, in te rfe re  
w ith  th e ir  lives and give a rb i
t ra ry  orders.

Then the students form ed th e ir 
own open or clandestine o rg an i
zations. Tan T ien-yang, tbe s tu 
dent leader in  Peking U n iv e rs i
ty , form ed the “ Hegel and E n
gels F ac tion ”  a n d  “ Hundred 
Flowers Association.’ ’ W u K a i- 
p:ng, s tudent leader o f W uchang- 
H a n k o w  U n iv e rs ity , published 
“ F lam e,”  a newspaper. M il ita n t  
students a t P e k  i n g Teachers’ 
U n iv e rs ity , a ll members o f the 
C o m m u n i s t  Youth League, 
fo rm ed the ‘ ‘B it te r  M edicine A s 
sociation”  —  an a llusion to tbe 
proverb th a t the more b itte r  the 
m edicine, the be tte r the cure — 
and published “ The Voice from  
the B o ttom .”  Chao T sung -ju  and 
Pei P ing -fu , s tudent leaders of 
the Teachers’ In s titu te  o f Sian, 
form ed the “ Revival Associa
tio n .”  The members o f the Com
m un is t Y ou th  League in T ien t- 
s:n M usical In s titu te  form ed the 
“ F ra n k  Speech Association”  and 
published “ Open Door.”  There 
were so m any groups form ed 
th a t we cannot l is t  them a ll. The 
b iggest group ings were form ed 
in  Peking U n iv e rs ity  and W u- 
chan-H ankow  U n ive rs ity , which 
grouped around L in  H s i- lin g ,

woman student leader o f the 
China People’s U n ive rs ity , a col
lege fo r  Com m unist P a rty  cadres.

L in  is 21 years old, a member 
o f the Com m unist You th  League 
and a sen ior law  student. She 
jo ined  the Com m unist L ibe ra tion  
A rm y  when she was on ly 13. 
As a b r i l l ia n t  f ig h te r, she not 
on ly possesses unbreakable w ill 
and courage b u t also a genuine 
M a rx is t ou tlook and an under
stand ing o f M a rx is t theory fa r  
exceeding th a t o f older in te l
lectuals.

A n a ly z in g  the social roo ts of 
the three abuses which the "re c 
t if ic a t io n ”  cam paign was sup
posed to cure, she came to  the 
conclusion th a t they are the 
products o f the e x is tin g  regim e. 
‘She pointed ou t th a t “ the upper 
s tra ta  o f the Chinese society to 
day does no t coincide w ith  the 
socially-owned economic base,”  
because the “ p a rty  and state 
have become a bureaucratic ap
pa ra tus w h ich  governs the peo
ple w ith o u t democracy.”  Since 
t h e  “ socially-owned economic 
ibase o f our cou n try  is p rogres
sive, i t  is the superstructure 
th a t m u s t  be fundam en ta lly  
changed.”  She quoted Engels to 
dem onstrate tha t socialism could 
not be b u ilt  in  a single coun try  
and Lenin to  show tha t socialism 
means the e lim ina tion  o f classes. 
Then she went on to  prove th a t 
the USSR and China have not 
y e t become socialist states.

L in  said, “ The au then tic  so
c ia lis t society is  f u l l y  demo
c ra tic . Since we don’t  have de
mocracy, I call our society ‘ so
cia lism  b u ilt  on feuda lism .’ ”  She 
said she wanted to s tr ive  fo r

The Gurley Flynn Campaign

Joseph Clark Presents 
His Views at N.Y. Meet

By W illiam  Bundy
Joseph C lark, fo re ign  ed ito r o f 

the D a ily  W orke r u n til he re 
cen tly  resigned from  the Com
m unist P a rty , spoke before about 
125 persons here Sept. 27 at a 
fo rum  sponsored by the Social
is t U n ity  Com m ittee. U n til his 
res igna tion  C la rk  was closely 
id en tified  w ith  the fac tion  in the 
C.P. headed by D a ily  W orker 
ed ito r John Gates. The views he 
expressed a t the fo rum  can be 
taken as representative o f the 
present moods o f many Gates- 
ites.

“ I  stand fo r  socialism ,”  he 
said, b u t “ eve ry th ing  is up fo r 
reconsideration inc lud ing  M a rx 
ism .”  C la rk  ssid he doubted the 
in e v ita b il ity  o f w ar under cap
ita lism  and the in e v ita b il ity  o f 
the socia lis t revo lu tion . “ For the 
f i r s t  tim e in h is to ry ,”  said C lark, 
“ the p o s s ib ility  f o r  a las ting  
peace has been created, perhnos 
by the ‘u ltim a te  weapon.’ ' ’ He 
said he stands fo r  “ peaceful co
existence”  between tbe U.S. and 
the USSR and fo r  a peaceful 
trans fo rm a tion  to socialism and 
he believes both to be a t least 
possible.

B L A M E S  B O LS H E V IK S
He defended “ people’s f r o n t ”  

po litics  w h ile  recogniz ing i t  as 
a revis ion o f M arx ism . The most

f r u it fu l  w o rk  o f the Com m unist i 
parties, according to C lark, was | 
d u rin g  the “ people’s fro n t period 
o f 1935 to 1945.”

He said the g row th  o f bureau
cracy in the Soviet U n ion was 
in p a rt due to ideological e rro rs  
o f the Bolsheviks, inc lud ing  T ro t
sky, and recommended a reading 
o f M a rto v  and Rosa Luxem burg.

C la rk ’s speech was f ille d  w ith  
g la r in g  contrad ictions. For exam
ple, he hailed the break up o f 
w o rld  S ta lin ism  but said tha t 
the  destruction o f the Soviet bu
reaucracy would not be led by 
the workers. “ I t  w ill involve pres
sure from  below, but not revo
lu tio n . A s p ro o f o f th is  look at 
H u ng ary  where t h e  revo lu tion  
was s ta rted  by in te llec tua ls  and 
led by Com m unists,”  he said.

He also id e n tifie d  the concept 
o f the  un ited f ro n t  o f w o rkers ’ 
o rgan iza tions w ith  the S ta lin is t 
“ people’s f r o n t ”  s l o g a n .  
“ The greatest fa ilu re  o f S ta lin 
ism ,”  said C lark, “ was the f a i l 
ure to oppose H it le r ’s rise  w ith  
a u n i t e d  fro n t. . . B u t oddly 
enough, T ro tsky , who was so 
r ig h t  in 1933, was dead w rong 
in a tta ck in g  the people’s f ro n t 
aga inst fascism in  S p a i n  and 
W orld ' W ar I I . ”

C la rk  attacked Lenin 's van
g u a rd -p a rty  concept as a “ mon
s tro s ity .”  He said a ll the ex is t

The decision o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  to  run  E lizabeth  G urley 
F lynn  fo r  the New Y ork  C ity  
Council has been welcomed by 
those C om m unist P a rty  mem 
bers who are most d issatified  
w ith  the P a rty ’s po licy o f sup
p o rtin g  the lib e ra l cap ita lis t 
w ing  o f the Dem ocratic p a rty  
in the name o f bu ild ing  a “ peo
ple’s an ti-m onopo ly coa lition .”  

Recognizing th a t support to 
C ap ita lis t po litic ia n s  can only 
serve to  fu r th e r  entrench mon
opoly ru le , such Com m unist 
P a rty  members saw the G urley 
F lyn n  nom ination as a step in 
the d irec tion  o f independent 
p o litica l action in  which a w o rk 
in g  class program  would be 
presented in opposition to the 
c a p ita lis t program  o f the Demo
crats. B u t th is  v iew  o f the cam
pa ign is not shared by the lead
ers o f the Com m unist P a rty .

The decision to  enter the 
Councilm anic race did no t re 
present in  any sense a departure 
b y  the CP leadership fro m  th e ir  
class - co llabora tion is t, coa lition  
p o licy . I t  has in fa c t been 
m otiva ted and ju s tif ie d  by top 
CP spokesmen as re in forcem ent 
fo r  the general line o f support 
to the Dem ocratic machine.

A t the same tim e, however, 
the  F lyn n  cam paign is> being 
used by the p a rty  leadership as 
a means o f re g a in in g  some 
ground w ith  those members and 
supporters who are seeking the 
road to  genuine independent 
po litica l action. M uch le ft-w in g  
phraseology is be ing employed 
in a demagogic e f fo r t  to demon
s tra te  th a t a t bo ttom  the leader
ship re a lly  favo rs  a perspective 
o f independent po lities.

IN D E P E N D E N C E
F or example, A lb e r t  B lum - 

berg, co -d irec to r o f the cam
paign. declared in the Aug. 29 
D a ily  W o rke r th a t the cam paign 
would “ he lp extend the begin- 

j  n ing  o f independent labo r p o li
tica l action and o rgan iza tion .”  

Th is theme was echoed by 
W illia m  Z. F oster in a Sept. 20 
D a ily  W orke r a rtic le  on the cam
paign where he described the 
p o lit ic a l s itua tion  in New Y ork  
as em phasizing “ the u ltim a te  
need fo r  a s trong  independent 
p a r ty  of the w orkers and th e ir 
a llies.”

By H arry  Ring
B u t despite such lip  service 

to  an “ u ltim a te ”  p a r ty  o f labor, 
the rea l a ttitu d e  o f the Com
m un ist P iir ty  leadership emerges. 
Through the smog o f double 
ta lk  i t  can be discerned th a t in 
re a lity  they fa v o r the re-e lection 
o f the Tam m any candidate, 
M ayor W agner.

. . . B U T  C O A L IT IO N
Both tbe 'N ationa l A d m in is tra 

t ive  Board and the New  Y o rk  
S tate Com m ittee have hailed the 
F lyn n  cam paign as in complete 
harm ony w ith  the “ people's a n ti- 
m onopoly coa lition ”  p o l i c y  
adopted by the p a r ty ’s past na
tion a l convention. The po licy  
ca lls fo r  the CP to s tr in g  along 
w ith  the labor-endorsed candi
dates.

As is w e ll known, the bu lk  o f 
the New' Y o rk  labo r bureaucracy 
is in  W agner’s camp. And a fte r  
a ll. how can you hope to  weld a 
coa lition  w ith  such “ progressive”  
bureaucrats as David Dubinsky 
w ith o u t lend ing a hand to  his 
e lectora l machine which is out 
w o rk ing  to bu ild  a s im ila r ‘ 'coa li
t io n ”  w ith  Tam m any H a ll?

T h is  problem  is dealt w ith  in  
several D a ily  W orke r a rtic les  
On the m eaning o f the F lynn  
cam paign.

On Sept. 5, W ill ia m  W einstone 
w ro te  a re p ly  to  the various 
argum ents advanced by those in 
the Com m unist P a rty  who had 
opposed the proposition  to  run 
the  F lyn n  cam paign. The “ m ost 
im p o rta n t o f  such a rgum ents ," 
w ro te  W einstone, “ is th a t the 
cam paign fo r  an independent 
Com m unist candidate is in con
f l ic t  w ith  coa lition  policies.”

“ W hy should th is  be so?”  he 
in d ig n a n tly  inqu ires as he ex
p la ins th a t ac tu a lly  the cam
paign w i l l  serve to  s trengthen 
the “ coa lition ”  ac tiv itie s  o f CP 
members in the unions.

H ow  w i l l  such a c t iv i ty  be 
aided? “ In  th is  election,”  W e in 
stone declares, “ i t  is  essential to 
expose the reactionary  character 
o f C h ris tenberry . . . ' I t  is also 
necessary sharp ly to  c ritic ize  
the W agner a d m in is tra tion  fo r  
its  fa ilu re s  on m any issues.”

W hen W einstone speaks o f the 
essential CP task o f exposing 
C h ris ten be rry  and m e r e l y  
“ c r it ic iz in g ”  W agner he is 
d ropp ing  the broad h in t th a t the

P a rty ’s m ain f ir e  w i l l  be directed 
aga inst the Republican candidate 
thu s  a id in g  CP un ion is ts  who 
w i l l  be bus ily  t ry in g  to  estab
lish  a “ coa lition  ’ w ith  the union 
bureaucrats by p itc h in g  in  on 
the cam paign fo r  W agner.

However, ju s t in  case the 
po in t was no t made c lear enough 
by W einstone, i t  was picked up 
aga in  the fo llow ing  day by the 
D a ily  W orke r’s labo r ed ito r 
George M orris . He, too addresses 
h im se lf to  the a rgum ent th a t 
the F lynn cam paign “ runs in 
con trad ic tion  to  a c tiv ity  in  sup
p o rt o f the po litica l ac tiv itie s  
o f a union o r o ther o rgan iza
tions .”

Such argum ents, M o rr is  also 
assures us, are "groundless.”  
W hy ? Because “ such a cam paign, 
fa r  fro m  h indering , would g re a tly  
s tim u la te  support fo r  those sup
ported by labo r as a w h o le /’

Iro n ic a lly  the New Y o rk  elec
tion  cam paign coincides w ith  the 
opening o f a drive  by the CP 
leadership to  “ reconstruct”  a 
c ris is -ridden  and a lm ost com
p le te ly  shattered o rgan iza tion . 
Y e t a ll they have to  o f fe r  th e ir  
members and supporte rs is the 
tho rough ly  d iscr6d ited old "lesser 
e v il”  line, th is  tim e  o ffe red up 
in  the guise o f a “ new lo ok ”  
coa lition  policy.

S A M E  AS ‘O LD  LO O K ’
T h is po licy  has served over 

the years on ly  to aid the labor 
fa ke rs  in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to keep 
the w o rkers  tied to  c a p ita lis t 
po litics . I t  has served to d is
o rie n t countless rad ica l w orkers. 
I t  con tribu ted m ig h t ily  tow ard 
lead ing the Com m unist P a rty  in to  
its  present b lind  a lley.

W illia m  Z. Foster, in  the a rtic le  
p rev ious ly  quoted, is compelled 
to  describe the W agner ad
m in is tra tio n  as “ another Tam - 
m any-type c i t y 1 governm ent 
w h ich  has plagued New Y o rk  
fro m  tim e  im m em oria l.”  O m itted 
is the d isgracefu l fa c t th a t in 
1953 the C om m unist P a rty  lead
ers kn ife d  the A m erican Lah i.r 
P a rty  t ic k e t to help elect th a t 
ad m in is tra tion  in the name o f 
“ co rre c ting ”  the P a rty ’s previous 
alleged “ le f t  secta rian”  line. In  
1957 they propose to “ re ton- 

| s tru c t”  the Com m unist P a rty  by 
pe rfo rm in g  the same treacherous 

1 act a ll over again.

rea l socialism  and a d d e d, “ I  
don’t  approve o f re fo rm ism  bu t 
o f fundam ental c h a n g  e.”  She 
came to th is  bold conclusion be
cause she recognized th a t the 
con trad ictions between the bu
reaucra tic  ru le rs  and the masses 
o f the people were irreconcilable .

She said: “ I t  is no t enough 
fo r  the P a rty  to launch a ‘ rec
t if ic a t io n ’ cam paign or adopt ?. 
measure o f re fo rm s as a con
cession to the people. People are 
no t foo ls who can be maneuvered 
around. To solve the problem  | 
o f China today depends on ly  on 
the action o f the people.”  How 
clear a M a rx is t - L e n in is t v ie w 
po in t! Through her own studies 
o f M arx ism , th is  21-year old 
Com m unist m ilita n t reached the 
same conclusion as our T ro ts k y 
is t movement— nam ely, th a t a 
po litica l revo lu tion  is needed to 
re a lly  re c tify  the deform ed or 
degenerated w orkers ’ states.

S P E A K S  TO TH O U S A N D S
L in  made several speeches a t 

the convention o f P eking col
leges, se ttin g  fo r th  her ideas in 
de ta il before thousands o f s tu 
dents. She also spoke a t the 
symposium in her own college, 
the  China People’s U n ive rs ity . I t  
ie no t accidental th a t she be
came a d is tinguished leader in 
the student movement.

S tuden t sym posiums were held 
in  a lm ost every college in a ll 
the b ig  c ities, in c lud ing  Peking, 
T ien ts in , Shanghai, W u c h a n g ,  
H ankow , C a n t o n ,  Chengyang, 
Changteh, Changsha, Sian, H ang
chow, C hungking and N anking. 
They a ll proposed to  go back 
to  the p rinc ip les o f “ M ay F our”  
and called f o r  dem onstrations 
s im ila r  to those conducted by 
students in H u ngary  las t year. 
(The “ M ay-F ou r”  was an in te l
lec tua l movement aga inst im per
ia lism  and feuda lism  im m edia te
ly  fo llo w in g  W orld  W a r I. I t  
was led by Chen Tu-shu and 
others. Chen la te r became gen
era l secre ta ry o f the Chinese 
Com m unist P a rty  and la te r s t ill 
was f o u n d e r  o f the Chinese 
T ro ts k y is t movement.)

Led by L in  Hsi L ing , the 
Peking, T ien ts in  and W uchang 
H a n k o w  student o rgan izations 
were united. The students o f 
Szechuan Province appealed to 
the students o f the whole coun
t r y  fo r  u n ity  and fo r  action. 
Some colleges addressed p e ti
tions to  the H ighe r Education 
Departm ent. The students o fW u - l 
chang-Hankow U n iv e rs ity  went 
to the streets and v illages to  
make propaganda. The students 
o f Lanchow M edical In s titu te  
were also on the streets once. 
The sentim ent o f the  students 
kept on ris in g  and f in a lly  a 
sm all-scale “ H ungarian  event”  
did break out.

On June 12 and 13, 800 s tu 
dents o f the F ir s t  M iddle School 
o f H angyang protested the re 
duced college entrance quota, 
wrecked the governm ent offices 
and Com m unist P a rty  headquar
te rs and tied  up the m il ita ry  
past ch ie f who denounced them 
as “ cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry ”  ele
ments. A ccord ing to a Sept. 8 
Reuters dispatch, three leaders 
have been executed. These are 
W ang Chien Kuo, a com m unist 
Y ou th  League member and vice
p rin c ip a l o f the school; Chung 
M e i-m ing , a teacher and Y oung 
W en-you has been executed. O th 
er leaders were sentenced to 
f iv e -to -te n  years in  prison.

'Just as the student movement

No Hyde Park 
For China

R ecoiling against the  unex
pected reaction to  Mao Tse- 
tu n g ’s pronouncement —  “ Let 
a hundred flo w e rs  blooms,”  
the Peking reg im e has now 
discovered tha t London's Hyde 
P ark  ora to rs  are a bunch o f 
“ conservatives. Fascis t ele
ments, T ro ts k y ite  elements 
Salvationists, evangelists, and 
even sw ind le rs ,”  —  in fac t a 
ve ritab le  bed o f “ poisonous 
weeds.”  There are probably 
more S ta lin is t o ra to rs  i l l  Hyde 
P ark  than T ro tsky is ts . B u t 
P eking ’s un favorable descrip
tion  o f Hyde P ark indicates 
tha t the Chinese regim e fears 
even such an “ escape va lve”  
as the one to le ra ted by the 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class.

had reached the tu rn in g  po in t 
fro m  c ritic ism  to  action, the C hi
nese C om m unist P a rty  sounded 
the a la rm  by launching the 
“ coun te r-a ttack a g a i n s t  the 
‘R ig h tis ts ’ m ovem ent”  and be
gan app ly ing  m urderous pres
sure on a ll c ritic s  to make them 
conform  once again. Those who 
had c r i t i c i z e d  m ild ly  were 
branded “ r ig h t is ts ”  ju s t as much 
as those who had spoken up 
fo rc e fu lly . Those who had never 
spoken up a t a ll re lu c ta n tly  
jo ined the “ coun te r-a ttack”  to 
show th e ir  lo y a lty . The ca p ita l
is t elements, the p o lit ic a l specu
la to rs , the fo rm e r w arlo rds and 
the weak elements had already 
confessed to the “ c rim e”  o f c r i t i 
c iz ing  the regim e. B u t the lead
ers in the student m ovem ent and 
the low er cadres o f the Com
m un is t P a rty  and its  Y o u t h  
League insisted th a t they were 
the genuine le ft is ts  and th a t the 
Mao regim e was repo rting  to 
fram e-up methods aga inst them.

H O N E Y M O O N  O VER
So the honeymoon period in  

which c ritic ism  was to  be to le r
ated is over w ith . I t  lis te d  a 
l i t t le  over a month. Contro l over 
tho ugh t and speech has returned 
to  the same condition th a t ex
isted before the “ bloom-and-con
tend”  po licy. B ut the "co un te r
a tta ck  aga inst t h e  'R ig h tis ts ’ 
m ovem ent,”  though s t ill go ing 
on, can h a rd ly  ex-pect to ge t any 
support from  the masses who un
derstand th a t m ost o f the  so- 
called R ig h tis ts  are rea l revo
lu tionaries . On the con tra ry , the 
“ democracy”  w h ich  the CP chiefs 
showed d u rin g  the “ ibloom-and- 
contend”  period is exposed to the 
masses fo r  w ha t i t  re a lly  is and 
the illus ions  among the masses 
th a t the CCP can au tom a tica lly  
re fo rm  its e lf  have 'been dispelled'.

The regim e is more isolated 
from  the people and hated by 
them as a resu lt o f last sp ring  
and sum m er’s experiences. I t  w ill 
take a p o litica l revo lu tion  to get 
rid  o f the bureaucra tic  regim e, 
establish w orkers ’ democracy and 
advance fu r th e r  on the road to 
socialism . I  am sure th a t the 
Chinese revo lu tiona ry  elements 
have learned th is  b itte r  lesson 
th rough t h e recent movement 
against the bureaucracy.

Dallas Editor Praises Leon Trotsky’s 
“ History of the Russian Revolution”

(The fo llo w in g  rev iew  o f Leon 
T ro ts k y ’s H is to ry  o f the Rus
sian R evolu tion , renublished la s t 
m onth  by the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M ich igan Press, appeared in  the 
Dallas M o rn in g  News. I t  is  by 
W ill ia m  R. Ruggles. ed ito r o f the 
News’ ed ito ria l page. —  Ed.)

F rom  any angle you take, 
Leon T ro ts k y  was a rem arkab le  
man. Enough o f a no litica l f ig u re  
to  have beeri exiled to S iberia at 
17, he was the p ra c tica l o r 
gan izer o f tw o revo lu tions in 
Russia, th a t o f 1905 and the suc
cessful one o f 1917. T h is  la tte r  
fea t, upon w h ich  the present 
Soviet is founded is comparable, 
under p ra c tic a lly  h is s ingle 
d irec tion , to  the w o rk  o f the
m any who set up the f i r s t  
French Republic. F o r the  B o l
shevik R evolution, T ro ts k y  was 
a t once the Lazare C arnot, the 
M irabeau, the Napoleon. Once 
his revo lu tion  was in  the saddle,
he s t i l l  had to  establish and
m a in ta in  a governm ent in  the 
face o f the considerable W hite  
Russian movement and the op
position o f the armed Powers.

As i t  is u n lik e ly  th a t the ex
istence o f T ro ts k y  can have 
antagonized the man who m u r
dered him  in M exico in  1940. i t  
is reasonably ce rta in  th a t a 
dozen years a fte r  he bad been 
exiled fro m  Russia. S ta lin  s t i l l  
th o u g h t h im  dangerous enough 

i to requ ire  rem oval.
T ro ts k y ’s “ H is to ry  o f the Rus

sian R evo lu tion”  is a m onum ental 
w o rk  both in  size and indeed 
as a m em oria l to the man who

w ro te  it .  He is one o f the few  
a rch itec ts  o f revo lu tion , who had 
both the knowledge and w r it in g  
s k ill to  present a f irs t-h a n d  n a r
ra tiv e  o f w h a t occurred before 
and as the re su lt o f the “ ten 
days th a t shook the w o rld .”

T ro ts k y ’s b ig  book has ju s t 
been republished (A n n  A rb o r: 
U n iv e rs ity  o f M ich igan Press, 
S I2.50) in an exce llent tra n s la 
tion  by M ax Eastm an. Nowadays, 
when tbe  Communism T ro ts k y  
served, perverted to  a fo rm  he 
ce rta in ly  did n o t advocate, has 
expanded fa r  beyond his dreams, 
here is a textbook th a t the w o rld  
ought no t to ignore. There is a 
good deal to be learned and a lo t 
th a t ought to be remembered 
fro m  T ro tsky .

T ro ts k y  was an incend ia ry  
C om m unist a t w a r w ith  the 
c a p ita lis t society b u t he was also 
an in te lle c tua l. The man who 
despised the bourgeoisie, the 
m iddle-class backbone o f con
tin e n ta l society, regarded h im 
s e lf as a p a r t  o f the p ro le ta r ia t, 
b u t fro m  his you th  he had to 
lead it .  You cannot read T ro ts k y  
w ith o u t accepting the s in ce rity  
o f bis M arx ism . You wonder, 
la d  Lenin lived, o r had T ro tsky , 
not S ta iin , won, w hethe r Russia 
would have had the same fo rm  
o f absolutism  w hich is in  power 
today.

B u t T ro ts k y ’s H is to ry  o f the 
Russian R evolu tion has more in  
i t  than th is  conjecture. I t  is the 
uncom fortab le textbook f o r  
change when a few  in te llec tua ls  
can ge t masses to move w ith  
them.

The campaign launched by the Emer
gency C iv il L iberties Committee at its  
Carnegie Hall meeting on Sept. 20 deserves 
the unstin ting support of all those who 
believe in the defense o f American civil 
liberties.

The House Un-American A ctiv ities  Com
mittee and its senatorial counterparts have 
long been a cancer poisoning the Am er
ican body politic. O rig inally set up as a 
tem porary device of the Big Business 
politicians to smear the young CIO, i t  was 
converted on th e . motion o f Eastland’s 
sp iritua l progenitor. Congressman Rankin 
o f Mississippi, into a permanent commit
tee o f the House of Representatives.

Since then i t  has been the spearhead 
o f everything reactionary and vicious on 
the political scene. I t  is certainly high 
time tha t a determined e ffo rt to suppress 
th is dangerous public nuisance was 
undertaken by labor, the Negro people, 
and all defenders o f c iv il liberties regard
less o f political a ffilia tion .

I t  is obvious tha t this job w ill take a 
lo t of doing. Ending the Un-American 
Committee can be accomplished only by 
a vote o f the House o f Representatives, 
W ithout a party  of th e ir own labor and 
the Negro people —  the two largest 
segments o f the population w ith  a funda
mental interest in defending c iv il liber
ties —  are restricted to try in g  to 
force the Democratic and Republican poli
ticians in Congress to take the needed 
action. As the h istory of the last decade 
as well as today’s newspaper demonstrates 
these politicians are no champions o f free-

j in g  rad ica l pa rties  in  the U n- 
; ited  States were “ obstacles to 
progress.”  He singled ou t the 
S ocia list W orkers P a rty  saying : 
“ They’ve developed t h e i r  own 
dogm atism . I t  is true  they were 
r ig h t  on m any th in gs  when I 
was w rong , ibut w hat have they 
go t in  t l ie ir  m om ent o f v in d ica 
tion?  N o th in g  Ibut a p ile  of 
b it te r  ashes!”  (He did no t ex
p la in  w h a t he m eant by th a t.)

He said th a t fo r the tim e be- 
injy Am erican socia lists should 
discuss a ll po in ts  o f v iew  and 
p a rtic ip a te  in “ progressive s tru g 
gles,”  as ind iv idua ls. He recom
mended reading T ro tsky , and 
p a r tic u la r ly  Isaac Deutscher and 
tw o B r it is h  magazines: the “ New 
Rcasoner”  and “ U n iv e rs ity  and 
L e f t  Review .”  In  rep ly  to sev
eral b it te r  questions on w hy he 

' had fa iled  to re p o rt an ti-S em i
tism  and o ther S ta l;n is t evils in  
the Soviet U n ion a fte r  re tu rn in g  j 
fro m  there, C lark  said: “ I re -| 
ported it as I saw it  but I d idn’ t 
see very  well. I accepted un- 

| c r it ic a lly  what o ff ic ia ls  to ld  me. 
I  ignored some o f the facts as 
com ing from  ta in ted  sources. Sci
ence requires a skeptical a t t i 
tude, and i t  requires tha t we 
deal w ith  the f a c t s ,  al l  the 
facts.”


