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Meany Squirms on Stand 
At Senate Rackets Probe

By M artha Wohlforth
Gcoiyp- Meany was hauled before the Senate “ Rackets”  

Com m il ice yesteday fo r questioning on what the top 
AFL-GIO body was doing about corruption in the tebor
movement. For all his anxious 
cooperation with the commit­
tee, whose prim ary purpose is to 
prepare the ground for anti-labor 
legislation, Meany sat for about 
an hour in evident discomfort 
answering some questions and 
dodging others.

He declared in his testimony 
th a t the A F L -C IO  cannot remove 
a corrupt official from his a f­
filiated union —  only from h ŝ 
chair in the top Executive Coun­
cil. “ W e can just tell them they 
can’t  belong to the club any 
more, that’s all,” he said.

R E T R O A C T IV E  RU LES
The Senate probers were 

evidently anxious to find out if  
Meany regarded the ethical prac­
tices code recently adopted by 
the labor movement as retroac­
tive. The mis-use of union funds 
in the case of two United Tex­
tile officials (form erly A F L )  
occurred in 1952 and had been 
investigated earlier by the A I* L. 
Meany replied, ‘T  think i t  would 
[be re troactive]. I ’m sure it  
would in this particular case.”

sters is before the Ethical Prac­
tices Committee. I t  involves a 
great many more individuals.”

I t  is quite clear that the g tv- 
ernment, under the guise of an 
“investigation of corruption,” 
intends to interfere seriously in 
union affa irs. The policy of 
“friendly cooperation” of officials 
like Meany facilitates this in ter­
vention. But neither the Senate 
Committee nor bureaucrats like 
Meany have the slightest con­
cern fo r union democracy. Meany 
would oppose w ith all his bu­
reaucratic weight any opposition 
from the rank-and-file to end 
the dictatorial power and priv i­
leges of labor officials. And in 
doing £0 , he would have the sup­
port of the Senators —  all of 
whom cheered when left-w ing  
workers were being witch- 
hunted out of the labor move­
ment.

French Trotskyists Convicted 
For Aiding Algerian Struggle

By Fred H art
Suspended prison sentences 

for six Trotskyist journalists be­
cause of their pro-independence 
w ritings about A lgeria and a 
new law providing for concen­
tration camps in France, itself, 
mark the increasingly rapid dis­
appearance of civil liberties in 
France.

The unprecedented violation of 
freedom of the press came a t the 
end o f a tria l a t which the de­
fendants exposed the official 
propaganda covering up the con­
centration camps, tortures and 
terro r that are such a promi­
nent feature of the French im­
perialists’ w ar against the A l­
gerian people. Excerpts from  
the courtroom speeches of the 
four accused editors and w riters  
fo r La Verite, the French T ro t­
skyist newspaper, have (been 
printed in previous issues of the 
M ilitan t. Also given six'-nvonth 
suspended sentences in a sim i­
la r tria l were Pierre Fr.:nek <\ihI 
Jacques Privas, w riters fo r 'a n ­
other Trotskyist paper. The 
w riters fo r La Verite  have al­
ready announced that they will 
appeal the verdict.

B L A C K M A IL
The suspended sentences are 

ar obvious attem pt to 'blackmail 
the w riters into silence about the 
A lgerian war. These sentences 
are all the more sinister jn light 
of the new repressive legislation 
just rammed through th i pa) - 
JiameH by Prem ier Bouiges-j 
Maunory. This legislation gives 
the government special powers 
to suspend civil liberties in 
France just as they have been 
suspended in A lgeria. As the 
leading Paris newspaper, Le 
Monde, puts it:  "For the first 
time in the history of the Re­
public a Government has asked 
Parliament, in time of no: fo r­
eign war, for the right to open 
concentration camps in which to 
lock up Frenchmen.”

iThis power has oeen ¿ranted j 
along w ith  the power to impris­
on without tria l. Police officials 
can now assign people in France 
to ja il or concentration camp. 
Principal target of the police- 
str te laws r.re the 100,000 A l­
gerians who work in France in 
order to support their families 
in poverty-stricken Algeria. 
These Algerian workers are ex­
tremely m ilitan t in 'both the in- 
ckpendence and trade union 
movements. They also make 
steady financial contributions to 
the independence movement. The 
French government hopes to 
smash their nationalist spirit by 
even greater persecuti<m than 
they have suffered in France up 
till now. Other potential pris­
oners are Frenchmen whos like 
the w riters for La Verite, co<n- 
dcmn the war in A lgeria and 
speak out for the right of A l­
geria to self-determination.

Algerian Victim o f Imperialism

Both Parties Backtrack on Civil Rights

A n  independence fighter lies slain on the streets of A l­
giers. He is one of tti' thousands murdered by French impe­
rialism in its “dirty w ar” to suppress Aigerian independence. 
Opposition to the war is rising in France itself. This has led 
to the tria l of French Trotskyist leaders and the setting up 
of concentration camps for anti-w ar fighters.

Tennessee All-White Jury 
Convicts 7 Clinton Racists

JU LY  24 —  The Knoxville. Tenn., ju ry  in the Clinton 
school-integration case has convicted race-hater John 
Kasper and six of his co-defendents o f crim inal contempt
of court, now free on bond pend- 1----------------------------- ----------
ing appeal, they were declared without incident the attendance
guilty July 23 of having con­
spired to violate a Federal court 
injunction prohibiting in te rfer­
ence with integration of a Clinton 
high school. They face a maxi­
mum sentence of six months in 
ja il and $1,000 fine each. How­
ever, sentencing of the seven 
has been postponed for new- 
tria l motions.

The specific incident which 
the case involved was the brutal 
beating of Rev. Paul Turner, a 
white Baptist minister, as he 
led a small groufl of (Negro 
Children from their hilltop home 
in the Negro section near Clin­
ton to the school last fall.

E arlier a riot hy adult racists, 
which temporarily closed the 
school, was quelled by deputized 
townspeople and units of the 
National Guard. Before the rio t 
800 white students had accepted

of the twelve Negro children.
This trial cannot be represent­

ed as a typically Southern a ffa ;v. 
Tennessee is not one of the deep- 
South states. But even in a 
border state, conviction by an 
all-white ju ry  in a racia! issue 
could not have been obtained 
without strong pressure.

The racists were convicted 
under the “criminal conspiracy” 
law —  a law usually used against 
labor. In fact “conspiracy” laws 
w'ere widely used against the 
workers when they began their 
great struggle to organize 
unions. “Conspiracy” laws are 
also used in the witch hunt 
against radicals where the gov­
ernment cannot get convictions 
on any overt acts committed, 
since none are committed. On’.y 
ideas are involved. This was not 
the case in the Clinton riot.

Paris Bank 
Workers 
On Strike

By Elain Lechamp
PARIS, July 20— As of today 

the five major Paris banks are 
more than «ne million dollars in ! 
the red. Hundreds of thousands 
of checks arc lying around in the 
banks unhonored. The Bank of 
France is unable to issue bank 
notes to the big bankers in place 
of the money which is no longer 
in circulation because no more 
bank notes are being printed. 
How' did this “sad” state of a f­
fairs come into being? A strike 
of bank employes began more 
than a month ago and is still go­
ing on today.

On July 3 almost 10,000 ibank 
employes demonstrated in front 
of the M inistry of Finance. They 
demanded a blanket raise in pay 
(in  France all salaries are fixed 
by law and the government must 
give its OK for a wage increase 
to go through). W hat was re­
markable fbout this demonstra­
tion was not only the fact that 
the demonstrators were bank 
employes, ordinarily a conserva­
tive section of the working class, 
but that the strike originated 
from the rank-and-file, independ­
ent of the union bureaucracy.

This can be explained (by the 
fi.ct that the workers had learned 
out of their own experience that 
they could not depend on the bu­
reaucrats to lead them in any 
m ilitant struggles. They knew I 
that the most the union leaders 
would do was . to jump on the 
band-wagon a fte r the stride had 
already been set into motion.

DROP IN  U N IO N  M EM BERS
In  any strike situation in 

France tod:y, it is necessaty to 
remem'ber that at picsent only 
about 3C!% of the working class 
is unionized. Ten years ago the 
large m ajority of the workers 
were organized— roughly 7C%. 
The drop in union membership 
must be traced to the growing 
contempt of the workers for the 
bureaucrats who dominate the 
union movement.

The struggle of bank employes 
'began about a month *go  in 
Comptoir Nationr.le des Es- 
comptes, a large Paris banking 
firm . E igh t men who work the 
large 'book-keeping machines got 
up a petition of grievances 
which they circulated among the 
other workers in their f eld. 
Their demands were for a blan­
ke t ruise in pay. They took the 
in itiative a fte r long and careful 
deliberations and planning.

A few days a fte r the petition 
of the machine operators had 
been circulated and signed the 
C.G.T. (Stalinist) and the C. F. 
T. C. (Christian) unions o ffi­
cially took up the workers’, griev­
ances. The management realized 
the potential danger of the sit­
uation and immediately offered 
a 10% increase on the bonuses 
which some machinists receive 
above their pay checks. The 
workers rejected this maneuver 
aimed at splitting the different

(Continued on page 3)

The Eisenhower administra­
tion sponsored the Civil Rights 
bill now before the U.S. Sen­
ate in an attempt to get Ne­
groes to vote Republican in 
1958, but Eisenhower’s “sup­
port” for the meanure consisted 
of a series of statements in­
viting the Senators to slash 
the bill to pieces.N IN E T Y  TO N O N E

The hypocrisy of both th e : 
new - found Republican civil- ' 
rights “champions” and the 
liberal Democrats, who for 
decades have been cynically m ilk­
ing the civil-rights issue, was 
well illustrated not only by the 
jo int sponsorship of the repealer 
but by the 90-0 vote.

In the whole Senate there was 
not a single man who believed 
that a law fo r enforcing th e , 
legal rights of the Negro people 
with troops as a last resort \ 
could be tolerated on the books’ 
for another minute. Republicans, j 
Democrats, Northerners, Dixie- 
crats, reactionaries, moderates,! 
liberals —  all were unanimous' 
against it. Yet none of these men 
are pacifists. Knowland long- 
shouted for carrying w ar to the 
mainland of Ch'na, the liberal j 
Douglas was one of the drop- 
the-atom-bomb crowd, the Ro I 
publicans are for force against I 
strikers, the Democrats backed

Haitians Massacred by US-Supported Dictator
By Fred Halstead

A counter-revolutionary coup 
took place in the Caribbean is­
land republic of H a ili last month. 
The violent and bloody rule of 
the m ilitary junta w h i c h  re­
sulted is being backed by U.S. 
banking interests and the U.S. 
capitalist press. The Washing­
ton government and the United 
Nations are standing by silent­
ly. while workers are being shot 
down in the Haitian capital of 
Port-au-Prince a n d  political 
leaders who made the slightest 
criticism of the junta are being 
beaten, arrested and held in­
communicado.

Since the coup which ousted 
Provisional-Presi.dent D a n i e l  
Fignole last month,- there has 
been very nearly e. conspiracy of 
silence on H aiti in the U.S. daily 
press. But here is the Story as 
pieced together, from the sources 
available, including an interview  
with a young Haitian worker 
who is now in this country. I 
will -start with the worker's an­

swer to my firs t question: W hat I 
is going on in Haiti?

“I t  is w hat wc call the 
masses-,” lie said, “r.gainst what 
we call tl'e Ibourgeoisie.”

I asked him w hat be meant by 
“masses” and “bourgeoisie.’’ |

“The masses are the poor peo­
ple, the black people, like me,” , 
he s:ud, touching' his face. 'Th ey , 
are mostly small farmers, and I 
they arc hungry, sometimes 
starving to dcr.th. There are| 
small shopkeepers a;:;i some 
workers* in the towns also —

| some dock workers and sugar- 
refinery workers. You know, 
wherever there is l fc there are 
workers, but there isn’t '  much 
industry in H a iti.”

“The bourgeoisie,” he contin­
ued, “are ^the rich. There are 
maybe a few thous nd of them, 
mostly light-skinned, out of al­
most. four million people. They 
are the 'bigwigs in the army and 
the government and the agents 
fo r foreign fii ;ns, and a few own 
plpntations.

“Only a few’ ”

“ Yes. There is not so much of 
a land problem in H aiti. The 
farmers own their own land, but 
they have no tools. They make 
them themselves. And the meth­
ods are backward. They want to 
develop, but there are hardly 
any schools, and they are ex­
ploited so much they have no 
money to buy tools or machines.”

“I f  they own their own land 
how are they exploited?"

‘I f  the world market for cof­
fee, is say, $2 ;i -bag. a Haitian  
farm er fakes lii.s coffcc to the 
packer cr s lipper >.nd can only, 
get $1 per bag. I f  he doesn’t  like] 
i t  he csn bury his coffee, or any-1 
thing else he wants to sell. The 
bourgeoisie have it all sewed up. 
They have the government 
bought off. You can’t borrow 
money from the -bank to start| 
a cooperative. In addition, the 
t. xes, which a: c high, go into 
the private fortunes of the gov- j 
em inent or army officials. They 
do not build schools and so on. 
Kven the ‘w elfare’ deductions' 
from workers' wages go that |

way. The workers get :;o wel­
fare services. They also get very 
low wages and it is hard to find 
a jo'b. Not only tax money, but 
money borrowed from the U.S. 
to build public works is stolen. 
Goa em inent corruption r  the 
main problem. That is why the 
people st uck against M .g io ire .”
G E N E R A L  S T R IK E

General Paul G. Magloire was 
the dictator-president whose, at­
tem pt to illegally prolong ms 
term of office was stopped by 
a nation-wide general stiike last 
December. A series of provision­
al governments, each pledged to 
early elections followed Iris oust­
er. Last May when regis­
tration for the election was 'be­
gun, the army, commanded by 
General Leon Cantave, began in­
terfering with the registration  
of supporters of the two major 
presidential candidates. These 
■were Daniel Figno.e, a Negro 
university professor vho tradi­
tionally tcted as spokesman for 
striking workers in Port-au- 
Frir.cc, and Senator Louis De- j

joie, a planter backed by the 
rich, but opposed to corruption 
in the army.

Followers of eacn resisted the 
arm y moves f.nd civil w ar broke 
out 'briefly. I t  ended when Can­
tave resigned and Fignole was 
declared provisional president on \ 
M ay 26. The followers of De-1 
joie cl; im that Fignole double-1 
crossed the Senator and made 
a detil with Cantave. The fol­
lowers of Fignole claim that he 
took office only provisionnr.lly | 
and only -because the fighti-'g  
would not. have stopped other­
wise. .Ml reports agree that the 
workers and uncm)-! iyed of l ’o it- 
:au-Prince. who virtually con­
trolled the city a fter h ving won 
over sections cf ti e troops, de­
manded that Fignole take power.

It  is also undisputed H a t 
Fignole restored freedom of l.’.e 
press, pledged crrly  elections, 
allowed full activity to I e other 
presidentia! candidates including 
Dejoie, decreed two weeks vaca­
tion with pay lor workers, abol-( 

(Continued on page 2) |

Daily Worker 
Reveals Conflict 
In CP on Purge

By Murry Weiss
JU'LY ‘24 —  Since the ouster of the Molotov-Kagano- 

vich-Malenkov “ anti-party group”  by the Khrushchev 
faction in the Kremlin, the Daily W orker has been carry­
ing articles, editorials ana letters 
indicating conflicting views over 
the Soviet crisis among the lead­
ers of the U.S. Communist
Party and profound dissatisfac­
tion in the ranks. In  today’s 
Daily Worker, John Gates, 
editor-in-chief, undertakes to 
discuss some of these d if­
ferences.

Gates devotes the greater part 
of his article to a criticism of 
C lark’s position while defend­
ing Clark s right to a dissenting 
opinion. C lark’s July 10 column 
carried a bold expression of op­
position to the method used by 
the Khrushchev faction in oust­
ing the rival group. He question­
ed the validity of the charge 
accusing Malenkov of opposing 
the policy of peaceful coexistence, 
pointing out that Malenkov as 
premier had promoted the co­
existence line.

Clark granted that Malenkov 
may have changed his mind. 
“ That’s always possible,” he said. 
“ Indeed he had changed his mind 
in the few  days since Stalin 
died, from supporting Stalinism  
to his later statement of post- 
Stalin policies.

“But,” Clark continued, “if  he 
[Malenkov] was guilty as charged 
by the recent resolution, th e 1 
Soviet people were entitled to 
evidence and a statement from  
both sides. They were never given 
the benefit of public debate. The 
struggle was bottled up in the 
presidium and in the P arty ’s 
Central Committee. I f  anything, 
the methods used in the strug­
gle against Stalinism shows that: 
i t  w ill ¡-till take considerable time | 
before democratic controls and i 
procedures and direct working '

class rule in all phases of Soviet 
life  are established.” (Our 
emphasis)

Clark also took issue w ith the 
“fatuous” claim “ that Khrush­
chev, Mikoyan, Bulganin and 
Voroshilov, remaining collabora­
tors o f Stalin, were also not 
responsible fo r the Leningrad 
frame-up and the repressions of 
the iiO’i  fo r which they now 
blame Molotov.”

A t  f irs t glance it  is hard to 
grasp the main point of the d if­
ference Gates has w ith Clark. 
Gates cites the Daily Worker 
editorial of July 9 which took 
the position that the ouster of 
the Molotov-Kaganovich-Malen- 
kov forces would “strengthen the 
tide to peaceful coexistence and 
a durable peace,” etc., and then 
went on to suggest that “a wide 
public d;scussion (should have) 
preceded the meeting (o f the 
Central Com m ittee)” and that 
the “process of democratization 
requires such a public debate; 
the process of correction of the 
abuses of Soviet democracy will 
undoubtedly provide new forms 
for such a public discussion.” 

After cjfing these $ftirits in the 
editorial, Gates turns to C lark’s 
column which had, he said, “a 
somewhat different emphasis.” 
True, ( ’ lark's article was a tot 
more emphatic in condemning 
the methods of Khrushchev and 
Co. Clark also repeatedly used 
the term “Stalinism” and even 
quoted from Deutscher, saying 
that “ the studies of Isaac 
Deutscher on the Soviet Union 
have received startling confirma­
tion once again.” A ll this is 
quite radical for a Daily Worker

(Continued on page 3)

Then evidently afraid that he, 
was opening an even bigger area| 
to Senate probers, he made it | 
plain that he did not favor d ig -, 
ging into the remote pasts of 
men who were “ trying to lead 
better lives.”

Earlier in the week on July 19, 
a jury acquitted James Hoffs'., 
powerful vice-president of the 
Team ster’s Union, of charges 
that he had bribed a lawyer to 
get a job with the Senate in­
vestigating committee. The Sen­
ators asked Meany if  this 
acquittal meant that Hoffa would i 
be “okay I )  head up the Team­
sters.” Meany dodged that one., 
He replied- “I  wouldn’t  care to , 
comment. The case of the team* *

W alter Reuther and the other 
so-called “progressive - minded 
labor officials” are fu lly  in line 
with Meany’s policy. Meany told 
the Senate committee that U A W  
officials who invoked the F ifth  
Amendment would lose their jobs. 
Reuthcr’s outrageous attack on 
the elementary democratic prin­
ciple of the F ifth  Amendment, 
is consistent with liis record of 
red-baiting and collusion with 
the witch hunters.

Clorr'uption in the capitalist 
class is taken for granted. No 
one is even surprised let alone 
shocked to learn of it. But the 
Tabor movement can and must 
be free of graft, and corruption. 
To achieve this end the entire 
bureaucracy i;i the labor move­
ment must, be kicked out. T hat’s 
a job only the rank and file can 
do.

GOP, Liberal Democrats 
Bow Repeatedly to 
Demands of Dixiecrats

By George Lavan 
JULY 25 —  The “progress” registered so far by the 

bi-partisan proponents of the civil-rights bill before the 
Senate includes: 1) repeal of civil-rights bill in the law-
books for the past 80 years; 2)3  
removal from the current bill of 
the only section providing fo r ! 
protection of civil rights in gen- j  
eral. Not content with these 
victories, the Dixiecrats are now I 
putting the heat on their North­
ern colleagues to water down the 
sole remaining meaningful sec- ! 
tion of the biil —  protection of 
Negro voters.

The 80-year old law repealed 
by the Senate authorized the 
president to uoe federal troops, 
i f  necessary, to enforce the civil 
rights of Negrpes. This law has 
been a dead letter since Recon­
struction days because neither 
Big Business party desired to 
uphold laws protecting Negroes 
in the Deep South. The white 
supremacists made a great 
hullabaloo in the Senate debate 
pretending that Section I I I  of 
the administration’s bill was 
woided to invoke the long- 
neglected law.

Eisenhower quite honestly an­
nounced that he would never 
dream o f 'Using fo rc e  on behalf 
o f Southern Negroes. He gave 
the green light not only for the 
old law’s repeal but virtually [ 
invited amendments completely' 
knocking out Section I I I  of “his” 
bill. Republican leader Know­
land, who has suddenly discovered 
the cause of civil rights in his 
frenzied campaign to win the 
NegTO vote and the presidential 
nomination, and liberal Demo­
crat Hubert Humphrey of M in ­
nesota jointly introduced the 
amendment to repeal the fed- 
eral-troops law.

Trum an’s use of troops against 
the railroad strikers, none op­
posed sending of troops to Korea 
or the Eisenhower Doctrine’s 
threat of using troops in the 
M id'ast.

These capitalist politicians turn 
pacifist and renounce even the 
threat of force only where Ne­
groes’ rights are concerned. 
Along with Eisenhower, the 
whole Senate has as good as an­
nounced to Southern racist of­
ficials, W hite Citizens Councils 
and the Ku KIux K lan: You can 
go ahead and continue violating 
civil rights of Negroes, and if 
you are strong enough to suc­
cessfully defy federal judges and 
federal law, you need not worry 
about federal troops being used 
to punish you, for laws protect­
ing Negroes are not like other 
laws —  we don’t believe in en­
forcing them all the way.

The amendment emasculating 
Section I I I ,  the only part of the 
bill that hi any way could be used 
to protect Negroes from segrega­
tion practices already declared 
illegal, was introduced by liberal 
Democrat Anderson (N .M .) and 
liberal Republican Aiken (V er.).

I Actively lining up support for 
I this amendment were Demo­
cratic M ajority leader Johnson 
'’Tex.) and liberal Democrat 

I Mansfield (M ont.). The vote was 
I 52 to The 3iS included 25 Re- 
! publicans and only 13 Democrats.
I Among those voting against Sec- 
I tion I I  were 11 liberal Demo- 
, c’rats. The Dixiecrats were 
jubilant over the outcome, 

j Next on the agenda is the 
amendment of liberal Democrat 
O’Mahoney (W yo.). It. would put 
a tria l-by-jury clause into Sec­
tion V I —  protection of the 
right to vote. I f  this is passed, 
the Dixiecrats will not need to 
filibuster for the bill w ill be an 
empty shell. Lily-white. Deep- 
South juries will automatically 
acquit anyone guilty of prevent­
ing Negroes from voting. The 
jury conviction of racist Kasper 
iti Knoxville has no applicability 
to the Deep South. East Ten­
nessee went with the Union in 

I the Civil W ar and has tradi- 
I tionelly \ote<l Republican since.
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Support Sobell's Appeal
A ll supporters of democratic righ ts  are 

re jo icing over the Supreme Couvl  deci­
sions last month tha t restored some of 
the civil liberties o f the American peo­
ple. These decisions are undubitably a 
v ic to ry  in the long and still-continuing 
f ig h t against the cold-war w itch hunt.

But Morton Sobell is s till in Alcatraz. 
And as long as he remains there all the 
old evil of the McCarthy days s till haunts 
us. Every violation o f individual righ ts  
th a t the Supreme Court condemned in 
June was used against Sobell. Indeed, 
Sobell together w ith  Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg who were executed in 1953, 
were the prime victim s o f w itch-hunt 
hysteria.

The Supreme Court, in its recent 
opinions, castigated the F B I fo r w ith ­
holding evidence from defense counsel. 
But evidence tha t proved Morton Sobell 
d id not “ flee”  in a g u ilty  “ escape p lo t” 
to Mexico was held by the FB I and denied 
to the defense, the court and the ju ry  
during the Rosenberg-Sobeil tr ia l. Evi­
dence tha t Sobell was kidnapped from 
Mexico and not legally “ deported,”  as 
the prosecution told the ju ry , was w ith ­
held by the FBI. And there was a great 
deal more w ithheld from the defense in 
the so-called “ atom spy”  case.

The Supreme Court declared last month 
th a t a defendant’s use of the F ifth

Amendment could not be used in such a 
manner as to imply gu ilt. The prosecutor 
in the Rosenberg-Sobeil tr ia l lite ra lly  per­
secuted E thel Rosenberg fo r using the 
F ifth  Amendment in  a Grand Jury  hear­
ing before she had been arrested, im ply­
ing clearly tha t her refusal to answer 
questions was evidence o f gu ilt.

The Supreme Court has never passed 
on the evidence in th is  most-infamous of 
the w itch-hunt tria ls. Sobell was never 
granted a new hearing despite conclusive 
proof tha t the prosecution knowingly 
used perjured evidence.

Now, once again, the case o f Morton 
Sobell goes before the highest court in 
the land. He has spent seven long years 
in Alcatraz serving a term  o f 30 years. 
In September the Supreme Court w ill 
decide: Shall justice be done?

I f  the Supreme Court justices are con­
sistent in the ir log ic ; i f  the worst frame- 
up techniques o f the w itch-hunt years are 
to be ended; and fina lly, i f  the most 
elementary justice and fa ir  play is to 
prevail, then Morton Sobell must be given 
a new hearing.

The f ig h t of Morton Sobell fo r a new 
tr ia l is the number-one c iv il liberties case 
in America. I t  should get the careful 
study of all who cherish freedom. And i t  
should get the active support o f all who 
are w illing  to f ig h t fo r freedom.

Their Real Civil Rights Record

. . .  Conflict in Daily Worker
(Continued from page 1) 

columnist, whatever we may 
th ink of it.

However, C lark also took the 
■same position as the Daily 
W orker editorial w ith regard to 
the “overall” progressive achieve­
m ent seen in the Khrushchev 
victory. He also sees, like his 
new mentor Isaac Deutscher, the 
processes of democratization of 
Soviet life  proceeding, even if  at 
a painfuliy slow pace, through 
the mechanism of the Soviet 
bureaucracy.

Gate’s Criticism of C lark’s 
article boils down to a complaint 
th a t Clark overemphasized the 
question of Khrushchev’s method: 
“ Clark' makes the question of 
methods the main thing, while 
the editorial, in agreeing that 
the methods leave much to be 
desired, calls them distinctly 
subordinate to the historic events 
■which w ill help shape a peaceful 
world.”

Both viewpoints are imprisoned 
in a conception (never openly 
stated) that the Soviet bureau­
cracy is a fundamentally pro­
gressive historic institution, an 
institution which can make errors

revolution made by the working
class?
By referring to Deutseher, Clark  

has contradictory objectives in 
mind; on the one hand he wants 
a more plausible explanation of 
the profound crisis in Soviet 
society than the “fatuous” notion 
that Molotov, etc., were to blame 
fo r everything. On the other 
hand, Deutseher seems to o ffer 
a ‘ ‘safe” theoretical explanation 
of Stalinism fo r someone who is 
not ready to break w ith Stalin­
ism all the way.

Deutseher explains Stalinism  
nijc^ssity,"arising from  eco­

nomic and historical causes. Sub­
stituting a mechanical, fatalistic  
method for the M arxist dialectic, 
Deutseher holds that since Stalin­
ism arose due to certain causes, 
its rise was inevitable, and since 
along w ith the rise of Stalinism, 
Soviet economy experienced a 
progressive growth, therefore 
Stalinism carried through a 
progressive historic mission, 
despite its admittedly monstrous 
methods. The attractions of this 
kind of reasoning as a “ second 
trench'’ to which Stalinist 
ideologists can retreat are quite 
obvious. By standing on Deutseher 
one can feel absolved of the

and mistakes —  even commit 
crimes.' —  but is nevertheless 
the basic force that w ill lead 
Soviet society forward to a better 
fu ture. Clark stresses the errors, 
mistakes and crimes; Gates, 
while recognizing the errors, 
stresses the progressive historic 
features.

B ut we have no desire to 
minimize the potential signifi­
cance of such a difference. I f  
Clark were to pursue his thoughts 
w ith sufficient boldness and vigor 
he would be compelled to ex/- 
arnine the nature of the Soviet 
bureaucracy itself. He would be 
compelled to pose the question: 
•wasn’t  the bureaucratic caste the 
social base fo r the rise of Stalin 
and Stalinism? And doesn’t  the 
present "collective leadership” in 
its own way express the political 
needs of the bureaucracy, just 
as Stalin did in his way a t an 
earlier stage ? He would then be 
smack up against the key ques­
tion: can workers democracy bs 
restored in the Soviet Union 
without overthrowing the bu­
reaucracy through a political

workers can also trace the heroic 
and tenacious Struggle of the 
Soviet working class against the 
bureaucracy, the defeats and set­
backs in that struggle and the 
new rise that i t  is experiencing 
today.

D E U T S C H E R ’S M E T H O D  
'If  you apply the method of 

Deutscherism you can easily ex­
plain the rise of the labor bu­
reaucracy in capitalist countries, 
the rise of capitalism itself, .and 
provide thereby —  justification  
fo r  labor bureaucracy and capi 
talism!

By George Lavan t
Nothing in -A m erican  politics 

casts such a revealing Sight on 
the hypocrisy of both the Repub­
lican and Democratic politicians 
and the contradictions besetting 
their parties as the present 
civil-rights controversy1.

F irs t i t  is necessary to dispel 
the impression so assiduously 
cultivated toy the Big Business 
press that the administration’s 
civil-rights bill in its original 

t form  was an “extreme”' or 
' ‘strong” bill. This is not so by 
any standards. In  its original 
unadulterated form  it  was as 
weak as water. The Dixiecrats 
dubbed it  “ extreme” because for 
them anything labelled civii 
rights is extremely undesirable. 
The Northern press has been 
describing at as “ strong,” even 
“harsh” in the past wreeks as 
p art of the public build-up for  
amendments to  fu rth er emascu­
late w hat was from  its birth a 
not very v irile  bill.

A  M IN IM U M
W hat is the genesis of the 

present bill ? I t  was drafted by 
the administration as the absolute 
minimum that could be presented 
as civil-rights legislation.

W hat a real civil-rights bill 
should contain has long been 
known. Organizations represent­
ing the Negro people and labor 
have laid its specifications be­
fore the politicians. Among the 
laws demanded were those for 
F a i r  Employment Practices, 
anti-lynching, anti-poll tax, the 
rig ht to vote, personal security, 
outlawing of Jim Crow juries, 
anti-segregation in travel, educa­
tion, public recreation facilities, 
etc.

The administration bill pro­
posed four things: 1) a com­
mission to investigate and make 
reports about civil rights; 2) an 
additional assistant attorney 
general; 3) power fo r the a t­
torney general to apply fo r in ­
junctions against violators of 
civil rights covered by existing 
laws; and 4) power fo r the a t­
torney general to apply fo r in­
junctions against those illegally  
preventing Negroes from voting.

These provisions boil down as 
follows: 1) another investigat­
ing committee can do no harm 
and may do some good depend­
ing on its personnel, but the 
main object of this section was 
to  pad out the bill thus sub­
stituting a committee for a civil 
right; 2) an assistant attorney 
general is purely a technical 
provision; 3) enforcement of ex­
isting civil-rights laws is vague

P lay Leading Roles in Senate Debate

From left to right Senators Knowland (R -C » lif.), Eastland (D -M iss .), and Humphrey (D - 
M inn.), who are playing leading roles in the cur ent civil rights debate in the U.S. Senate. Be­
tween the Republicans on the one hand and the Democrats and Dixiecrats on the other, the a l­
ready watered down civil rights bill th a t was introduced from the house has been fu rther weak­
ened until it appears that wJiat w ill fina lly  pass w ill be a hollow mockery.

hearing to argue against abolish­
ing Jim  Crow in  the armed 
forces.

When he became a candidate 
he mouthed those pro-civil 
l  ights - generalities which, his 
party  customarily included in its 
platform . A fte r  his election in 
1 f>52 the program he outlined 
also included some vague pro­
mises on civil rights. But the 
Eisenhower administration never 
got around to presenting a 
civil-rights bill till the summer 
of 1956 when Congress was end­
ing and the politicking fo r the 
next election had already begun.

JU ST M A K E  T H E  RECORD
The bill was introduced to 

make the record and then die, 
which is exactly w hat i t  did. 
This was the same trick being 
pulled by the liberal Democrats, 
who had sold out on their civil- 
rights promises from the very 
beginning of the Congress, and 
who now hoped to repair the 
damage w ith Negro and labor 
voters by last minute gestures.

Adventurist elements in the

There is, however, a curious 
f la w  in the notion that i t  is 
possible fo r Communist Party  
leaders to f l i r t  w ith  Deutscher­
ism w ith impunity. I t  w’as one 
thing when some ex-Trotsky ists 
embraced Deutscher’s view's some 
years ago and used them as a 
bridge to conciliation w ith S tal­
inism. For CP functionaries try ­
ing to move out of the unbear­
able contradictions of old Stalin­
ist formulae the logic of the pro­
cess is somewhat different.

For one thing, Deutseher em­
ploys the concept of a Soviet 
bureaucracy. Regarding all the

because these laws are not com­
prehensive enough and have been 
ignored or interpreted down to 
very little  by the attorney gen­
eral; 4) injunctions to enforce 
rights has the oniy real “ tooth” 
in the bill. W hether this tooth 
would bite or not would depend 
on an administration’s desire or 
reluctance to have its attorney 
general sue for injunction (same 
holds for section 3 ).

Some apologists argue: Eiseiv 
hower may not be for a thorough­
going civil-rights bill but you 
have to give him credit for 
seriously pushing fo r the little  
he does propose. The facts dis­
prove this. Eisenhower’s f irs t  
publicly recorded position on 
civil rights came a fte r the war 
when as top army spokesman he 
appeared a t a Congressional

monstrous methods which can no 
longer be justified. A t the same 
time the uneasy functionary can 
feel himSelf a part of a pro­
gressive mission.

Deutscher’s reasoning fails to 
take into account the fact that 
in contradiction to the rise of 
Stalinism there arose the opposi­
tion to Stalinism; and th a t just 
as Stalinism has its m aterialist 
explanation so does the opposi­
tion to Stalinism have its causes 
in the m aterial foundations of 
society. Deutscher’s type of 
reasoning is worthless to the 
working class which requires fo r 
its guidance the dialectic under­
standing of the class struggle —  
which in this case manifests i t ­
self as a struggle between the 
working class and “its” bureau­
cracy. Such an understanding 
reveals the causes of the rise of 
a privileged, bureaucratic caste 
feeding parasitically on the body 
of an isolated and encircled 
workers state, weighed down by 
its backward economic heritage 
and bled by imperialist w ar and 
civil w ar. By this method the

Republican party, w anting to
capitalize on the scandalous 
civil-rights sell-out shaping- up
fo r the Democratic convention, 
were fo r putting a “ strong” 
civil-rights plank in the Repub­
lican 'platform. They were 
slapped down by the W hite  
House. Eisenhower seems to ha,ve 
a great distaste even fo r proi- 
niises on the subject. M ore­
over, he had excellent personal 
and political relations with V ir ­
ginia’s Byrd, South Carolina’s 
Byrnes and the Dixiecrat lead­
ers.

But the Negro people to r­
pedoed the plans of both capital­
ist parities to  play down the 
civil-rights issue. The mass
desertions of the Democratic 
Party by Negro voters in. the 
1956 elections created a political 
situation that neither party  
can i g n o r e .  The actions 
of the Negro masses in the 
South (Montgomery, Tallahassee, 
etc.) and the “ prayer-pilgrim age” 
to Washington, demonstrate that 
their m ilitant mood was no 
election - day phenomenon and 
that the civil-rights issue cannot

be shoved o ff the political stage.
Eisenhower, as a candidate 

w ith  “vote-appeal” above and 
beyond his party, m ight be able 
to .afford a distaste fo r wooing 
the Negro voters. Surely, the 
“ long view” o f a capitalist 
statesman. is against “ opportun­
ist” concessions on civil rights. 
This view demands giving no 
more than is absolutely forced 
by Negro and labor-pressure and 
the diplomatic needs of U.S. im ­
perialism w ith the Asian-African  
peoples. The eradication of Jim  
Crow would be a terrible economic 
and social blow to capitalists in 
the South. And nationally the 
profits th a t result from  the 
underpaying of Negro workers 
runs into billions of dollars a 
year. E ffective illegalization of 
Jim Crow would mean the end of 
the South as a bastion of anti­
unionism and political reaction. 
I t  would confront the whole 
capitalist class with a much 
more powerful, cohesive and in­
terracial labor movement.

S TR A TE G Y  O F N IX O N
W hile a “ statesman” like Eis­

enhower, who faces no further 
elections, may indulge his per­
sonal prejudices and the “long 
view,” Knowland, N ixon and 
other mere Republican politicians 
who aspire to succeed him, must 
take the short view. They be­
lieve that they can lure the N e ­
gro vote away from the Demo­
crats, thus winning the election 
and making the Republican 
P arty  the m ajority party in the 
U.S. They think they can do this 
without unleashing a civil-rights  
“ juggernaut” likely to destroy 
Jim Crow, that extremely im ­
portant p illa r of the capitalist 
economy and social system. A ll 
that i? required, they believe, is 
a small in itia l expenditure of 
capital in the form of actual 
delivery of a little  something on 
civil rights. This w ill win the 
Negro vote. Then, they delude 
themselves, they can live o ff this 
capital fo r several decades the 
way the Democrats did.

Both Nixon’s and Knowland’s 
political aspirations account for 
their semi - miraculous trans­
formation on the question of Ne-

gro rights. For decades a pro- 
civil Tights position was the 
the hallm ark of liberals. Both 
Nixon and Knowland wrere till 
yesterday leading reactionaries. 
Nixon, a famous witch hunter, 
was' revealed in the 1952 cam­
paign as having been party to a 
restrictive covenant. Knowland, 
“the Senator from  Formosa,” 
personified the “dinosaur” wing  
of the Republican P a r ty , apd 
was a buddy of the Southern 
Democrats to whom he was 
linked by common hatred of 
social and pro-labor legislation. 
As was customary w ith reac­
tionary Republicans, they paid 
c.ff their Southern friends by 
coldness to civil-rights bills, the 
fo rm ality  of presenting which 
was the almost exclusive racket 
of the liberal Democrats.

Nixon got a head start on 
Knowland in overtures to the 
Negro people. A t  firs t this ap­
pears to have been a p art of his 
attem pt to dilute his arch-reac­
tionary reputation. Moreover, 
the administration used him. in 
its division of labor, to sp'uik 
before Negro gatherings where 
good form  demanded an ad­
ministration spokesman, for 
“good w ill” tours of Asia and 
Africa and as chairman of thac 
hypocritical, toothless substitute 
fo r FEPC, the Committee on 
Government Contract Compliance.

The turn in events marked by

<S)the mass defection of Negroes 
from the Democrats put Nixon  
in on the ground floor of cur­
rent Republican overtures to 
Negro voters. Nixon has further­
ed this w ith  his audience 
granted to Rev. ftlartin Luther 
King and with two rulings as 
President of the Senate aiding 
the chances of some civil-rights  
legislation.

Knowland has set out to beat 
Nixon at his own game. A t stake 
is not only -the I960 presidential 
nomination but vital steps lead­
ing to it. Knowland soon is 
quitting the Senate to devote his 
efforts to corralling California’s 
delegation to the next Repub» 
lican convention. In  his w ay  
stand two other California hope­
fuls, Nixon and Governor Knight. 
His plans to become Governor 
of California and /or to win the 
stace’j  convention delegation 
depend upon winning votes o f  
California Negroes and minor­
ities of Mexican, Chinese and 
Japanese extraction.

STOP T H E  F IL IB U S T E R ?
This explains Knowland’s drive 

to get a civil-rights bill on the 
floor of the Senate and to bring  
i t  to a vote by breaking a 
filibuster i f  necessary —  some­
thing not done fo r 30 years. 
There is no denying th a t the 
aggressiveness he has shown so 
fa r  puts to shame the record of 
the liberal Democrats who for 
years merely introduced civil- 
rights bills and half-heartedly  
.went through the pretense of 
fighting  for them.

This also accounts fo r the con­
trast between Knowland’s tactics 
and Eisenhower’s. Eisenhower is 
unhappy about the whole busi­
ness —  doesn't really see why a 
civil-rights fig h t is necessary —  
and at each press conference 
surrenders p art of “ his” bill. 
Senate Republican leader Know­
land and Vice-President Nixon  
on the other hand seriously w ant 
a civil-rights bill passed —  their 
only concern about its Content 
is that it  be sufficient to persuade 
the Negro people that the Re­
publican civil-rights “ champions” 
deserve their votes. They are 
for any compromises up to that 
point, which they measure by 
their political judgment. They 
w ill confine compromise discus­
sion and deals to strictly private  
conferences, for it is v ita l that 
publicly they create the illusion 
that they are m ilitant, last-ditch 
fighters for civil rights.

(N e x t week: The Democrats 
and the Civil-Rights B ill.)

Panic Button Rings' at TV Networks
J U L Y  25 —  “The panic button 

is beginning to ring at the net­
works,” reports the latest issue 
of Variety, the weekly amuse­
ment publication. The three 
m ajor national T V  networks 
report the “ toughest season” in 
ten years.

Today’s N . Y . Times reports 
that the Columbia Broadcasting 
System has one and one-half 
hours of choice evening time 
unsold; the National Broadcast­
ing Company has three hours 
available and the American 
Broadcasting Company has five

and one-quarter hours free.
To the broadcasting networks 

this amounts to a problem run­
ning into millions of dollars. 
U ntil now the television com­
panies have usually sold all their 
time and must turn down addi­
tional customers. This situation 
exists no more. A  network of­
ficial described this as “ the 
toughest selling season we’ve 
ever had.”

The softening of the demand 
fo r television time is significant 
because the customers are 
capitalists. A t  the very least it

. . .  Strike Hits Paris Banks

W orld Events

(Continued from page 1)
categories of machinists. Their 
answer to the bank management 
was a  two-hour demonstration 
rig h t inside the bank. A  day 
later, the women who work the 
punching machines joined in the 
two-hour demonstration. The 
whole machine section was on 
strike. A t a general meeting of 
machine operators a strike com­
mittee was elected. The next day 
250 workers demonstrated in the 
street, in the lobby of the bank 
and in front of the director’s of­
fice.

The following day, a fte r more 
of .this type of action, the per­
sonnel director called in the 
union representatives and1 told 
them that the workers could 
strike all they wanted, tout ‘‘for 
,heaven’s sake, not inside the 
bank itse lf.” The daily two-hour 
demonstrations went on none­
theless.

In  fact, one by one the d if­
ferent services of the tbank be­

gan to join in them. W ith  cries 
of “we want our 5,000 francs” 
and “give us a 40-hour week,” 
the workers stormed the direc­
to r’s office. The union officials 
had lost control of the situation. 
Even the long m-arfble staircase, 
reserved to the -bank director 
alone, was no longer sacred: The 
workers didn’t  hesitate to storm 
th a t too. Age-old fetishes which 
had kept the bank employes tied 
down to their dull routine were 
lost in this demonstration.

Despite bureaucratic ind iffe r­
ence and even opposition the 
strike spread to other banks. 
Finally  all bank employes in 
Paris, ten thousand of them, de­
spite opposition, demonstrated 
in front of the M inistry of F i­
nance.

The government has declared 
that i t  w ill not consider a pay 
increase until September. I t  has 
¡been rumored that the bank di­
rectors were w illing  to give an 
eight percent increase but that 
the government put its foot down.

R EPR ESSIO N S IN  H U N ­
G A R Y against revolutionary  
workers have been stepped up 
since the recent Krem lin  purge. 
The six-month lim itation on 
holding arrested persons w ith ­
out tria l has been removed toy 
a new decree published July 16. 
There is now no lim itation.

R U S S IA N  E N C Y C L O P E D IA
editors have taken the easy wsy 
out of the problems in historical 
scholarship posed toy the recent 
purge. Another volume of the 
new edition of the Great Soviet 
Encyclopedia is just o ff the 
press. I t  covers “Tsuruoka to 
Sherbot,” which according to the 
Russian alphabet would include 
the name D im itri T. Shepilov. 
The name of the recently de­
posed foreign minister, however, 
has simply -been le ft out.

S O U TH  A F R IC A N  W O M E N ,
Negroes who had toeen arrested 
early this month fo r demon­
strating ag-ainst new orders com­
pelling them to carry identity 
cards, won a victory when 
charges a,gainst 875 of them were 
dropped last week. The week pre­
viously, 113 of the women, who 
had held a mass demonstration 
in iStanderton, 100 miles south­
east of Johannesburg, had been 
fir.ed $28 each. Rumors then 
started that a strike would en­
sue if  the others were con­
victed.

* ♦ *
IN  T A IW A N  (Form osa), the 

tables have turned a t Tamsui 
Beach. A ll U.S. m ilita ry  per­
sonnel have been banned from  
the are'a by order of the U.S. 
commander. The U.S. action is 
an attem pt to avoid friction with  
the Chinese inhabitants a fte r  
the demonstrations that wrecked 
the U.S. emlbassy last May. The 
ban was issued a fte r consultation 
with the U jS. ambassador. “A t  
the beach,” says a July 21 U.P. 
report, “ Americans reported 
various little  incidents such as 
Chinese throwing seaweed at 
them, slamming doors in their 
faces and genei-ally crowding in 
on them a t an area form erly  
reserved fo r Americans and top 
Chinese officials.”

A  W A R  H A S  S TA R T E D  tn 
Oman on the eastern tip of the 
Arabian peninsula. The British  
government is sending in troops

to help the Sultan of Muscat 
and Oman drown a rebellion in 
Wood in an attem pt to m aintain  
British oil interests intact in 
th a t area. The rebels, reportedly 
under command of the Im -an.of 
Oman who was driven out in 
1956 with British aid, have cap­
tured Nizwra, ancient capital of 
Oman. I t  is likely th a t, U.-S.- 
British conflicts in oil are in­
volved.

* * *

IN  IT A L Y  the recent congress 
of the youth section of the I ta l ­
ian Communist party held in Bo­
logna revealed a loss of 50,OW 
members since last year. The 
national secretary of the sec­
tion, Enrico Berlinguer, and 
more than nine members of its 
central committee resigned. 
There was ‘‘bewilderment,” apa­
thy, and very little  discussion on 
the errors of the past -or pros­
pects fo r the future.

IN  PA R IS , inmates of Saute 
prison -burned the prison rec­
ords during a 48-hour strike by 
guards demanding higher pay. 
The strike, effective throughout 
France is considered sympto­
matic of increasing social un­
rest and growing impatience 
of government and other work­
ers w ith  inflation.

IN  B U L G A R IA  Georgi Chan- 
kov, deputy , prime minister, 
Dobri Terpechev, M inister of La­
bor (said to be pro-Tito) and 
Yoniko Panov (regarded as anti- 
Stalinist) were expelled from  
the Central Committee of the 
Communist P arty  and Chenkov 
from the Politburo, last week, 
for “ an ti-party activ ity .”

LEO N  T R O TS K Y ’S works are 
again available in Poland’s pub­
lic libraries according to the 
German language weekly “A u f­
bau,” July 19.

u u i  c t t u c r t ic j ' .  i v t r g u iu i i i g  »11 m e

main facts and much of the j 
analysis of the m aterial basis 
fo r Stalinism, he is frankly and 
openly indebted to Leon Trotsky. 
But the concept of a Soviet bu­
reaucracy as a social formation  
has never been admitted by 
Khrushchev or any of the Com­
munist parties. In  this sense to 
play w ith  Deutscherism is to 
play w ith fire  —  with something 
that can open the whble question 
of Trotskyism !

I t  should also be noted that 
j Deutscher’s very empiricism com­

pels him above all to recognize 
the accomplished fact. In  his re­
cent essay, “ Russia in Transi­
tion,” Deutseher says: “ The new 
working class which has emerg­
ed from  the melting pot of forc­
ed industrialization is potential­
ly  a political power of a magni­
tude hitherto unknown in Rus­
sian history.” This, mind you, is 
said about a working class that 
has made three revolutions in 
the last 50 years. Deutseher has 
by no means abandoned his 
Deutscherism-; he is, however, 
forced to speak of a coming 
mass revolutionary upsurge in 
the Soviet Union and speculate 
on whether i t  w ill find its con­
scious political leadership from  
among elements in the bureau­
cracy.

SPECTER O F  TR O TS K Y IS M  
I t  is one thing fo r Deutseher 

to speculate from  the sidelines; 
i t  is an entirely d ifferent thing  
fo r leaders of working class par­
ties to play w ith ideas, ideas 
that have a burning, urgency in 
the ranks of the class-conscious 
workers’ movement. No, Deutsch- 
er, w ill not suffice. His ideas w ill 
only pose the question of T ro t­
skyism, which, a fte r all, has been 
the specter haunting the discus­
sion fo r over one year. U ntil the 
issue of Trotskyism is squarely 
and objectively posed and con­
sidered, the discussion must con­
tinue to have a vague, unreal 
and indirect character.

[F irst of a series. W atch for 
next installment, on “Gates and 
‘one-party’ Rule in the Sioviet. 
Union.” ]

reflects a lack of confidence in 
business prospects in the im ­
mediate future.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported yesterday that the 
Consumer Price Index rose an­
other one percent to a new high. 
This means that the dollar has 
tost, nearly five cents of its value 
since March of last year.

Television officials consider 
that inflation, which has raised 
the cost of production, has put 
the squeeze on many business­
men. compelling them to a more 
cautious appoach in their plan­
ning. A narrowing margin of 
pro fit is developing and pro­
ducers who consider advertising 
a “luxury” are beginning to pass 
i t  by.

One executive described the 
situation w ith the networks as 
follows: “ For this time o f the 
year i t  is the greatest inventory 
of unsojd evening hours that 
there’s ever been.”

The N . Y . Times reports that 
“ W ell-informed television ex­
ecutives believe th a t the soft­
ness in business is not peculiar 
to television but is symptomatic 
of a more general economic con­
dition.”

The television officials are al­
ready complaining about their 
own high costs of entertain­
ment. In  their opinion television 
talent is paid too much. This is 
a warning to unions involved, of 
prospective pressure against 
decent wages.
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