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Negroes Demand Eisenhower Act Now
   &  ---------------------------------------------------

CP Convention Paves W ay  
For Discussion of Program

The (most s ig n if ic a n t fea tu re  
o f ,the recen tly  concluded con
ven tion  o f the Com m unist P a rty  
is the fa c t th a t the delegates, by 
a m a jo r ity  o f tw o  to  one, blocked 
the  e ffo r ts  o f p a r ty  Chairm an 
W illia m  Z. F oster to force the 
o rg an iza tio n  back in to  its  pre- 
20th C o n g r e s s  bureaucratic 
s tra ig h tja c k e t. In  ta k in g  th is  
stand the delegates re jected the 
declared view s o f the bu reau
c ra ts  in the K re m lin . W ith  th is  
ad t o f defiance a 30-year period 
o f p o lit ic a l subservience to the 
S oviet bureaucracy is now d raw 
in g  to  a close.

T h is action o f the convention 
was no t s u ffic ie n t to resolve the

By Harry Ring
p o lit ic a l c ris is  w h ich has wracked 
the p a rty  since thé 20th Con
gress, bu t i t  g re a tly  fa c ilita te s  
the po ss ib ility  fo r  the p a r ty  
m em bership to come to  g r ip s  w ith  
the p o lit ic a l issues causing the 
cris is .

D E N N IS  IN  B E T W E E N

The convention revealed a 
s tro n g  desire on the p a r t  a f the 
delegates to  a v e rt a s p lit  in  the 
p a rty . B u t w ith in  th a t fra m e w o rk  
a m a jo r ity  wanted to end the 
p o lit ic a l dom ination  o f the Mos
cow h ie ra rchy  and to p reven t re 
establishm ent o f a reg im e o f bu
reaucra tic  “ m on o lith ic  u n ity ”  
w ith in  the p a rty . The convention

Key Steel Districts Vote 
Against McDonald s Rule

By Fred Halstead
FEB. 19 — The bureaucracy in the powerful United 

Steelworkers of America headed by David J. McDonald 
received a crushing blow from  the rank and file  steel
w o rke rs  in the un ion e le c t io n , -------------------------------------------------------
Feb. 12. W e ll over one-th ird  o f 
the votes fo r  the o ff ic e  o f in te r 
n a tion a l p resident o f the union 
w en t to the candidate o f the Dues 
P ro tes t C om m ittee, Donald Ra- 
r ick . A  m a jo r ity  o f the votes 
were cast fo r  R a rick  in  several 
m a jo r steel centers inc lud ing  two 
P itts b u rg h  d is tric ts .

The vote fo r  M cD ona ld ’s op
ponent, a 37-year-old grievance 
com m itteem an a t the U n ited 
States Steel I r v in  W orks near 
P itts b u rg h  wno was unknown 
outside nis own Local 2Z27 u n til 
the  dues-protest began la s t year, 
was g rea te r than nad been ex
pected by even the staunchest 
supporte rs of the p ro tes t -move
m ent.

O F F IC IA L S  B A C K  M ’D O N A L D .

T o ta l u n o ff ic ia l re tu rn s  re
po rted  in  P ittsb u rg h  as o i Feb. 
13 gave M cDonald 163,000 votes 
to  -Kariok’s 84,bub Tne o ff ic ia l 
v ic to r  w i l l  be M cDonald who w ill 
re ta in  his post, bu t Die rea l v ic 
to rs  a rc  tne ran k -an d -file  who 
tu rned  out a huge ground-sw ell 
vote in  opposition to the M cDon
ald m achine in  tne f i r s t  election 
fo r  .president in  the h is to ry  o f tne 
stee lw orkers union.

The la rge  vole fo r  the Dues 
P ro test candidates in  the m a jo r 
steel centers is even more im 
pressive considering the fac t th a t 
p ra c tic a lly  a ll the bureaucrats in 
the local unions and a ll the in 
cum bent d is tr ic t  d irec to rs  lined 
up so lid ly  behind M cDonald. T h is  
gave the machine com plete con-

t ro l o f the election m achinery i t 
se lf as w e ll as the  local amd in 
te rn a tio n a l press and treasuries.

The B ig  Business press, which 
has long ha iled M cDonald as a 

(Continued on page 4)

Members o f tw o  P ittsb u rg h  
Steelworkers Locals la s t fa l l  
turned thumbs down on D avid  
J. M cDonald’s demand fo r  a 
dues increase. M cDonald, the 
steel un ion ’s President has to  
scrape by on an income o f 
on ly $50,000 a year.

Southern Bomb Victims

M rs. O tis  F low ers o f B irm ingham , A la ., holds up in ju re d  
hand o f her 12-year-old son A r th u r  fo r  photographers. The 
F low ers ’ home in  a p r im a r ily  w h ite  section o f the c ity  was 
bombed New Year’s Eve by racists. A l l  three were a t home 
when the bomb struck.

A New Witch-Hunt 
Attack on the CP

An Editorial

Senator James Eastland (D. — Miss.), head o f the 
Internal Security Subcommittee, announced through coun
sel, Robert Morris, the launching o f a public hearing Feb. 
20 on the proceedings of the Communist P arty  Conven
tion. Eastland says he wants to know i f  the Communist 
Party is “ independent”  from  Moscow.

I f  a political party, a labor organization, a fra terna l 
group or any other association doesn’ft have the r ig h t to 
hold a closed convention w ithout the prying  nose o f East
land bu tting  into the proceedings, what democratic righ ts  
are le ft in th is country?

Eastland’s committee has subpoenaed Communist Par
ty  leader Eugene Dennis to tes tify  on convention proceed
ings and announced in addition tha t one o f the im partia l 
c iv il libe rty  observers who had been invited to s it in on 
the Convention, Carl Rachlin of the New York American 
C ivil L iberties Union, would be the f ir s t  witness.

Any political party or any other organization has a 
r ig h t to confine its  proceedings to members w ithout the 
surveillance o f self-appointed thought-control cops or any
one else. This r ig h t becomes a mockery i f  w itch-hunting 
legislative “ investigators”  are going to be allowed to g r ill 
the participants o f a private meeting.

We protest th is outrage against c iv il liberties, Sen
ator Eastland! Keep your hands o ff !

ILA Nears 
Settlement 
InNYStrike

By James O’Hara
N E W  YO R K, F E B . 18— Lead

ers o f the Independent In te rn a 
tio n a l Longshorem en’s Associa
tio n  have reached a  te n ta tive  
agreem ent w ith  the  New Y ork  
Shippers’ A ssocia tion  fo r  se ttle 
m ent o f the  dockers’ s tr ik e  on 
the eastern seaboard.

The proposed se ttlem ent has 
to  be f i r s t  ra t if ie d  by  the  m em 
bership o f the IL A . Then i t  w ould 
be used as a basis fo r  con tra c t 
settlem ents iby o ther longshore 
locals up and down the eastern 
seaboard. I t  w ou ld  fu r th e r  set 
the p a tte rn  fo r  the con tracts  of 
a llie d  w a te r fro n t c i'a fts  such as 
the checkers, dock carpenters, 
etc. Then the I L A ’s  s tr ik e  would 
be o f f ic ia lly  over.

In  the proposed settlem ent the 
longshorem en have w on a 32- 
eents an hour increase to be s p lit 
in to  three ins ta llm en ts . They 
w ou ld  receive an im m edia te 18- 
cents an hour raise, seven cents 
an hour m ore n e x t yea r and an
o ther seven cents the fo llo w in g  
year. F o r the f i r s t  tim e they 
have won p a id  ho lidays. They 
have secured two pa id  ho lidays 
fo r  th is  year, one m ore fo r  the 
second yea r and an add itiona l one 
fo r  the th ird  yea r o f the con
tra c t.

S T R IK E  R E N E W E D
The p ro p e rty  c o n tra c t also p ro 

vides add itiona l w e lfa re  c o n tr i
butions and increased vacation 
allowance. F o r dockers on steady 
gangs, who have worked fa ir ly  
re g u la r ly  d u rin g  the past f iv e  
years, i t  can mean a three-weeks 
vacation. O thers would ge t p ro 
p o rtio n a lly  less.

T h is  con tract was o ffe red a fte r  
a five -day  w a lkou t o f a ll long 
shoremen from  M a in  to  V irg in ia . 
The o ld  con trac t had expired 
Sept. 30, and a fte r  fru it le s s  ne
go tia tions  the un ion had resorted 
to  s tr ik e  on ly  to  be slapped down 
w ith  a T a ft-H a r t le y  in junc tion . 
G overnm ent in te rven tion  d id  no t 
b r in g  se ttlem ent o f the dispute 
bu t m erely postponed the s tr ike  
u n t il f iv e  days ago.

I t  became obvious, then th a t the 
shippers had to make some real 
concessions. Despite a ll the m ora l 
and m a te ria l help th a t they could 
re ly  on in  a ba ttle  aga inst a 
un ion th a t stood alone— an o u t
law  fro m  the o ff ic ia l labor move
ment— they faced an im pressive 
and unibroken so lid a rity . The IL A  
has m any enemies and its  every 
s o ft spot was probed. B u t to the 
fru s tra t io n  o f the shippers and 
the I L A ’a o ther enemies, the lo y 
a lty  o f the rank and f i le  docker to 
•his o rgan iza tion  constitu tes a fo r 
m idab le obstacle. The un ion ’s 
s treng th  is no t so much in  any 
illus ions  th a t the docker has 
about the  I L A  leadership, bu t

(C ontinued on page 4)

March on Washington 
Promised if Southern 
Terror Is Not Halted

By Henry Gitano 
FEB. 18— Ninety-seven Southern Negro leaders wired 

President Eisenhower, Feb. 14, that they would organize 
a mass march on Washington if he maintains his silence
about the w h ite  - suprem acist
re ig n  o f te r ro r  in  the South. The 
97, who are spokesmen o f N egro  
com m unities in  10 Southern 
states m et in  New O rleans la s t 
Week in  a  tw o-day Southern N e
g ro  Leaders Conference. R e fe r
r in g  to  the  te legram  to  E isenhow
er, Rev. M a r t in  L u th e r K in g  o f 
M on tgom ery, A la ., to ld  the  press 
th a t thousands o f Negroes, jo ined 
by thousands o f w h ites  in  both 
the  N o rth  and South would go to  
W ashington.

La sh ing  ou t a t the P res iden t’s 
silence the N egro  spokesmen de-

Oil Cartels Cut Supply to Europe for Profit Grab
By Vincent Copeland

I t  used to be said th a t W arren  
G. H a rd in g ’s a d m in is tra tio n  in 
the  1920’s was “ soaked in  o il.”  
B u t the modern o il lobby, the  o il 
banks and th e ir  friends, have 
drenched the present ad m in is tra 
t io n  in  the stench o f o il p ro fits  
even m ore e ffe c tive ly  (a lthough  
so fa r  w ith o u t a Teapot Dome 
scandal) than they d id  the 
‘ ‘H a rd in g  gang.”

In  those ancient days o f 1920- 
21, i t  was m ere ly  a m a tte r of 
s te a lin g  lush o il lands fro m  the 
A m e rica n  people. Today, the 
stea ling  o f o il reserves goes on, to 
be sure. B u t th a t is on ly  p e tty  
la rceny. F o r now a fe w  g ia n t oil 
com panies own so much, and 
th e y  are so .brazen, th a t they 
a rb it r a r i ly  close o r open the oil 
valves o f ne a rly  the whole w o rld  
— depending upon w h a t’s in  i t  fo r  
them.

“ F R E E  E N T E R P R IS E ”

Only a fe w  m onths ago, du ring  
the  Suez cris is , bu t before the 
actual hlockwde o f the canal, we 
were to ld  by sober and sc ie n tific  
au th o ritie s  th a t  U.S. o i l produc

tio n  could ve ry  easily' take care 
r f the needs o f Europe fo r  a few  
m onths in case the canal should 
be dosed. References w ere  made 
to the g re a t resources o f Texas 
and to the con tro lled  and dras
tic a lly  reduced f lo w  o f o il in  
Texas w ells th a t could be stepped 
up considerably, m ere ly  by tu rn 
in g  the valves.

But th is  has not happened. The 
U.S. D epartm ents o f S tate, De
fense and In te r io r , a ll im m ediate
ly  concerned in  the m a tte r, refuse 
to  p u t any pressure on the  o il 
companies to  supply m ore o il. 
Eisenhower says th a t th is  “ is not 
the Am erican way o f do ing 
th in gs .”

In  the m eantim e, O il produc
tion  in  Texas was ac tua lly  re 
duced instead o f increased. W hat 
d id  go up was prices. Europe is 
c ry in g  fo r  crude o il. I t  is rece iv
in g  on ly  65% o f its  needs. And 
besides paying the h ighe r A m er
ican price, i t  is  forced to buy 
huge qu an titie s  o f much h igh e r- 
priced gasoline fro m  A m erican 
suppliers in  o rder to get any 
crude a t a ll. (Europe lias its  own 
re fin e rie s  w h ich are now p a r t ia l
ly  closed w ith  consequent unem -j 
ploym emt.) The A m erican  con
sumer is h igh -jacked fo r  a gaso

line  and fu e l o il p rice  increases 
on grounds o f the  “ M ideast 
c r is is ”  and the a r t if ic ia l bu t h ig h 
ly  propagandized “ shortage .”  

Supposedly to m eet the cris is, 
the E isenhower A d m in is tra tio n  
set up a M iddle E as t Em ergency 
Com m ittee. T h is  com m ittee is no t 
composed o f any governm ent rep
resentatives, and is in  re a lity  a 
’b a rr ie r  to  any rea l governm ent 
com m ittee being set up. The com
m ittee  consists solely o f the rep
resentatives o f the  15 m a jo r o il 
companies. The com m ittee ’s

cha irm an ¡s S tew a rt Coleman, 
'v ice-president of S tandard O il 
Co. o f New Jersey' ( la rg e s t o f 
A m erican o il companies, and 
probalbly th e  b iggest and w e a lth i
est corpora tion  in the w o rld ).

T E X A S  R A IL R O A D  CO.

The governm ent has o f course, 
p o lite ly  asked the o il companies 
to  increase production. B u t the 
companies have not even bo th
ered to rep ly . (W ere the o il w o rk 
ers to  go on s tr ik e  in the pres
en t c ris is , they could le ga lly  be

forced to produce on the grounds 
o f the "em ergency.” )

The o il companies have an ad
d ition a l legal pe rsona lity  to aid 
th e ir  stand besides the “ com m it
tee”  so o b lig in g ly  set up b y  the 
governm ent. This is  the Texas 
R a ilroad  Company. T h is  com pa
ny has the fu l l  power to  regulate 
the f lo w  o f o il in  Texas wells. 
I t  has refused to a llow  an in 
crease o f o il production. The 
E isenhower A d m in is tra tio n  isn ’ t 
do ing an y th in g  about th is , e ither. 
To challenge the Texas R a ilroad

Zacharias Chafee -  Civil Liberties Defender
Zechariah Chafee Jr., ve t

eran champio«n o f c iv il lib e r
ties, died in  Boston on Feb. 8 
a t the age o f  71. Chafee 
jo ined the f a c u l t y  o f the 
H a rva rd  Law School in 1916 
and was an active professor 
•until la s t year. T h roughou t 
h is long career he was known 
to  the pub lic  as an unswerv
in g  defender o f t h e  B ill o f 
R ights. F o r his p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  cases in vo lv in g  c iv il lib e r
ties  he never accepted any

paym ent. M oreover, his tongue 
and pen were a t the disposal 
o f those f ig h t in g  c iv il lib e r
ties cases o r opposing the pas
sage o f leg is la tion  lim it in g  the 
p o litica l freedom  o f the A m er
ican people.

N o t un n a tu ra lly , he was 
long a ta rg e t fo r  the House 
U n-Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Com
m ittee  and fo r  Senator M c
C a rth y  who in 1952 called him 
“ dangerous”  to  the U n ited 
States.

Since the last decade o f his 
l i fe  coincided w ith  the w itch  
hunt, much o f his w r it in g  con
s ists o f devastating analyses o f 
the lo y a lty  purge, the McCar- 
ran Act, and s im ila r  repressive 
laws. O f these he w ro te : “ To 
punish men d ra s tica lly  who 
have done no th ing  w rong 
m ere ly fo r  fea r they m ig h t do 
som eth ing w rong. Such a prac
tice is w ho lly  a lien to  the t r a 
d ition s  o f E ng lish-speaking 
freedom .”

Com pany’s action is to  challenge 
“ states ’ r ig h ts ,”  is  the govern
m en t’s contention.

The conduct o f the o il monop
olies has led Senator M atthew  M. 
•Nealy (D -W . V a .), a m eiriber o f 
the a n t i- tru s t and pub lic  lands 
Com m ittee to charge th a t “ The 
o il lobby appears to  be more 
po w e rfu l than the President, the 
Congress, and the People.”  He 
s tro n g ly  im p lied  th a t the m a jo r 
o il companies were a “ super gov
ernm en t.”

W h a t w o rries  N ealy and a 
num ber o f his colleagues is how 
the o il companies’ hold-up w i l l  a f
fec t “ na tiona l defense” — th a t is, 
U.S. B ig  Business’ prepara tions 
fo r  W o rld  W a r I ' l l .  Hig-her gas
o line prices fo r  w o rk in g  people 
here o r unem ploym ent and s tr ic t  
gas ra tio n in g  fo r  w o rk in g  people 
in  Europe is no t his concern.

Jus t the same N ea ly ’s in d ic t
ment o f the o il m onopolies should 
be heeded. The labor m ovem ent’s 
program  to  smash the “ super 
governm ent”  o f the o il corpora
tions should be a  demand fo r  
na tion a liza tio n  o f the o il in d u s try  
under con tro l o f the o il w o rkers ’ 
union.

ca p ita lis ts  are s ile n t, D ix ie  te r ro r 
is ts  are on the  ram page. The 
p res iden t a t h is la s t press con
ference sa id  he cou ld n o t go 
South fo r  a s ta tem ent aga ins t 
ra c is t vio lence because o f his 
crowded d a ily  agenda. He is c u r
re n tly  in  T hom asville , Georgia, 
on a tw o  week g o lf in g -h u n tin g  
vaca tion . W ash ing ton ’s  in d if fe r 
ence to  the heroic Southern N e
groes whose ve ry  lives are in  dan
ge r th ro u g h o u t the D ix ie  T e rro r  
B e lt is  be ing  in te rp re te d  b y  ra 
c is t m obsters as consent.

A  m assive M arch On W ashing
ton  is the answ er o f the em bat
tle d  f ig h te rs  fo r  rac ia l eq ua lity . 
“ I f  you, our President, cannot 
come South to  re lieve ou r h a r
assed people, we sha ll have to 
lead o u r people to  you in  the 
cap ita l, to  ca ll the n a tio n ’s a t 
ten tion  to  the  violence and o r 
ganized te r ro r  d irected tow a rd  
men, women and ch ild ren ,”  said 
the Feb. 11 te legram  sent by the 
Southern N egro  Leaders C onfer
ence.

The w ires  d ra fte d  a t the con
clusion o f a tw o-day session also 
urged E isenhower to  ca ll a W h ite  
House conference on the m a in te 
nance o f law  and order. In  ad
d itio n  te legram s were sent to  US 
A t ty .  Gen. H e rb e rt 'B rownell, 
ask ing  h im  to  -meet w ith  N egro  
leaders and U.S. d is tr ic ts  a t to r 
neys to discuss “ continued v io 
lence in  the 'South.”  V ice -P res i
dent N ixo n  was asked to make a 
re p o rt on the ¡South s im ila r  to 
the one he made on H ungary .

D E T R O IT , F E B . 16— T w o im p o r
ta n t actions were voted a lm ost 
unan im ously la s t Sunday by the 
G eneral Council o f  F ord  Local 
600, U n ited  A u to  W orkers. One 
was the  ca ll fo r  the fo rm a tio n  
o f a new p o lit ic a l p a rty  based on 
the labor m ovem ent; the o ther 
was the unequivocal backing o f a 
p rom inen t w itch -hu n t v ic tim .

The actions were proposed in' a 
re p o rt on beha lf o f the lo ca l’s o f
f ice rs  presented to  the General 
C ouncil by P resident C arl S te l
la te . The reso lu tion  on p o lit ic a l 
action, a fte r  trac in g  the resu lts  
o f past suppo rt o f the Demo
c ra tic  P larty, ca lled  upon the com 
in g  in te rn a tio n a l convention o f 
the U'AW  'to s ta r t  the ba ll ro l l in g  
tow a rd  fo rm a tio n  o f a fa rm e r- 
ia b o r p a r ty  in  the U n ited  S tates.

The reso lu tion  fu r th e r  urged 
“ th a t in  the in te r im  the U A W  
take the leadership in  unde rtak
ing , wherever feasib le , in  the v a r
ious state, coun ty  and m u n ic i
pa l elections to ¡sponsor labo r 
candidates, who w ill ru n  inde
pendently  o f e ith e r the Republic
an o r D em ocratic P a rtie s .”

In  another p a r t  o f h is  repo rt, 
S te lla  to called the un ion ’s a tte n 
tio n  to the case o f A r th u r  Mc- 
Phaul, fo rm e r sta te  secre ta ry o f 
the now de funct C iv il R igh ts  Con
gress, 'who was recen tly  convicted 
o f “ con tem pt o f Congress”  and is 
now  a w a it in g  a p rison  te rm  be
cause he eourageously refused to 
fu rn is h  ORC m em bership lis ts  to 
a Congressional w itc h -h u n t com 
m ittee .

Defending M cP haul’s r ig h t to  
refuse m em bership lis ts  under 
such circum stances, S te lla to  de
clared i t  to  be labo r’s d u ty  to  
g ive  support to  a l l who are v ic 
tim ized fo r  upho ld ing the A m e r
ican people’s dem ocra tic r ig h ts . 
He urged Local 600’s u n it c h a ir
men to  cooperate w ith  M cPhaul 
in  the e ffo r ts  to  w in a ¿reversal o f  
the convic tion an the courts.

The w itc h -h u n t v ic t im  was g iv 
en tile  f lo o r  to  address the ¡meet
ing. M cPhaul exp la ined how the 
issues and p rinc ip les  a t stake in 
'his f ig h t  coincide w ith  the in te r 
ests o f the la bo r .movement as a 
•whole.

The reso lu tion  f o r  a F a rm e r- 
(Continued on page 4)

Labor Must Build 
Own Party, Says 
Ford Local 600

fu r th e r  dem onstrated th a t no 
p a r t  of the top  leadership enjoys 
the f u l l  confidence o f the ranks.

F o r a lm ost a yea r a f ie rc e  fac 
tio n a l s tru g g le  fo r  con tro l o f  the 
p a r ty  has gone on between the 
F os te r and Gates w ings o f the 
leadership, w ith  Dennis a tte m p t
in g  to  p lay  ¡a ba lance-of-pow er 
ro le  between them . In  the jelection 
o f the 20 m em bers-a t-la rge to  
the  n a tion a l com m ittee, the Fos
te r  g roup  w on the sm allest .num
ber o f iplaces on the com m ittee. 
T he  Gates forces won a la rg e r 
num ber bu t d id  not get a m a jo r
i t y .

A lm o s t h a lf  o f those elected 
have no t p u b lic ly  com m itted  
themselves to  d e fin it iv e  sup po rt 
o f e ith e r group bu t can be best 
described as m ore "a n ti-F o s te r”  
than  “ pro-Gates.”  W h ile  the f a i l 
u re  o f e ith e r w in g  to  capture 
con tro l pe rm its  Dennis to con tin 
ue p la y in g  t)he m iddle o f the road, 
there is  no v is ib le  evidence o f a 
c rys ta lized  Dennis “ tendency”  in 
e ith e r the leadership o r the 
ranks.

D ID N ’T  W O R K T H IS  T IM E
The StaQinist-ty.pe e ffo r ts  to in 

fluence th e  conven tion ’s outcome 
fro m  abroad undoubtedly helped 
t ip  th e  scales a g a in s t Foster. In  
1945 a M oscow-inspired le tte r  
fro m  French OP leader Duclos 
was s u ffic ie n t to b r in g  about the 
dum ping o f p a r ty  leader E a r l 
B row der and an a b ru p t s h if t  in 
p a r ty  line . B u t the Duclos le tte r  
to  th is  convention, b rand ing  the 
views o f bhe Gates group as a 
“ dangerous depa rtu re ”  f r o m  
M arx ism -Len in ism  fa ile d  to ac
com plish the same resu lt. I n 
stead, the convention voted two 
to  one in fa vo r o f the Gates stand 
on the issue as presented by Max 
W eiss, re p o rtin g  fo r  14 o f the 
2G-man reso lu tions com m ittee.

H it t in g  a t the Duclos le tte r, 
W eiss declared: “ We cannot
agree w ith  any position which 
im p lies  th a t some o ther p a rty  w ill 
in te rp re t fo r  us w hat the p r in 
ciples o f M arx ism -Len in ism  are 
w h ile  a ll tha t we are called upon 
to  do is apply as c rea tive ly  as 
we can th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n .”

I t  is necessary, Weiss c o n tin 
ued, “ to  declare c learly , unm is
ta ka b ly  and p u b lic ly  th a t i t  is 
ou r p a r ty  w h ich  m us t in te rp re t 
these p rinc ip les  as best we « in , 
th a t no o ther p a r ty  in the  in te r 
na tiona l C om m unis t movem ent, 
no m a tte r in  wharf, esteem we hold 
i t ,  should be assumed to have 
any a u th o rita r ia n , ex cathedra 
r ig h t  to in te rp re t these p r in c i
ples fo r  us.”

M E M B E R S H IP ’S D E S IR E
In  adop ting  the  repo rt, the 

convention re jected F os te r’s view 
th a t i t  should welcome the “ sage 

(Continued on page 2)

E IS E N H O W E R

d a red  th a t “ our people though 
reso lu te and courageous, cannot 
be expected to .be ta rg e ts  fo r  r i 
fles , shotguns and bombs, p a rtic -  
u la r ly  when our women and c h il
dren are ab rough t w ith in  range 
o f these deadly weapons.”

A s  the N egro  leaders w ired  
E isenhower th a t they are faced 
w ith  w ha t appears to be an o r 
ganized campaign. o f te r ro r  and 
violence,”  a dynam ite  explosion in  
the he a rt o f the .Negro section 
o f C lin ton , Tenn., in ju re d  a  w o
man and baby and damaged 30 
homes. I t  w recked a res tau ran t, 
cav ing in  its  ce ilin g  and w a lls . 
Police, who said the b la s t shook 
m ost o f the tow n ’s 4,000 popula
tion , also said they have made 
no arrests.

K A S P E R  IN  C L IN T O N
T h is  is the e ig h th  bom bing 

since C lin to n ’s scho rl in te g ra tio n  
la s t fa ll.  L a s t week, John Kasper, 
rab id  W h ite  C itizens Council a g i
ta to r  b roke ground for- a new 
$20,(100 headquarters in  C lin ton , 
Tennessee, and addressed 168 
ra c is t fo llow e rs  in  the county 
courthouse w ith  o ff ic ia l pe rm is
sion.

A  11 year o ld  in te rra c ia l, re 
lig ious com m unal fa rm , Koinon ia  
in  A m ericus, Georgia, has been 
dynam ited, burned and sho t at, 
destroy ing $13,000 w o rth  o f p rop
e rty . Now a ttem p ts  are being 
made on the lives o f these N e 
gro  and w h ite  fa rm ers. On Jan. 
29, a bu lle t was f ire d  a t th e  car 
in  which th e ir  watchm an was s it 
t in g , n a rro w ly  m issing his head. 
A n  ove rn ig h t v is ito r  was awak- 
ened w ith  a shot th rough  his ha t 
beside hi,s bed. On Feb. 1, twelve 
'blasts were f ire d  in to  the main 
c lus te r o f residences b y  shotguns 
from  tw o cars; some o f the ch il
dren were sp rink led  w ith  ih o t .  
On Feb. 9, j-ust before m id n ig h t, 
a  wooden cross was burned1 in 
f ro n t  o f a N egro  w o rke r’s home.

In  Georgia, the S tate IScnate 
adopted a reso lu tion decla ring  
the 14th and lo th  Am endm ents 
n u ll and void. Copies o f the res
o lu tion  were sent to E isenhower, 
the C h ie f Justice  and Congress
men. The amendments under ra 
c is t a tta ck , fo rb id  states to “ de
p rive  a n y  person o f  life , lib e rty  
o r p ro pe rty  except by due 
process o f la w ”  and assert th a t 
no  person sha ll be deprived o f 
“ the r ig h t  to vote because of 
race, co lor o r previous condition 
o f se rv itude .”  The G eorgia leg is 
la tu re  has a reso lu tion requesting 
the im peachm ent o f s ix  U.S. S'u- 
'pr.eme C ourt justices.

W h ile  E isenhower and other
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Comments on S W P  
Regroupment Stand

(The following letter is in response to our invitation for com
ment on the statement of the National Committee of the Socialist 
W orkers Party on the regroupment of revolutionary socialist forces 
in the U.S. which we published in our issue of Feb. 11. Further 
comment on the statement by organizations and individuals is in
vited. —  Editor.)

Feb. 13, 1957
Editor, the Militant:

The statement o f the National Committee o f the 
SWP on “ A Programmatic Basis fo r U n ity  Discussions”  
represents a serious and valuable contribution to the pro
cess o f regroupment o f the socialist le ft  now underway 
in  America. The 12 points listed call attention to the most 
im portant political problems facing American radicals, and 
can serve as a focus fo r a f ru it fu l and loyal discussion. 
However, there is a danger th a t unless concrete steps 
are soon taken to regroup the forces o f American socialr 
ism in the fie ld o f real action, our discussions o f the poli
tics o f regroupment, however interesting, w ill merely re
main on paper. Specifically, I  suggest th a t all the existing 
left-socialist groups and publications get together to form  
a Committee o f United Action fo r  W orkers Democracy. 
(The t it le  is ju s t a suggestion.) The amount o f political 
agreement required to  fo rm  such a committee could be 
quite m inim al —  about the only political prerequisite I  
would like to see laid down is support o f a ll freedom strug
gles o f workers and oppressed peoples, whether in  Hun
gary, A lgeria o r Montgomery, Alabama.

The benefits to our socialist cause from  the form ation 
o f such a committee would be real, immediate, and tang i
ble. For instance, during the past week the U N  has been 
discussing the “ A lgerian situation”  (diplomatic double^ 
ta lk  fo r the French genocidal m urder o f the A lgerian free
dom figh te rs ). A  united committee o f the American le ft 
would have been able to  organize a b ig  demonstration of' 
so lidarity w ith  the A lgerian people and condemnation o f 
French imperialism —  a demonstration which could: have, 
given tremendous encouragement to the genuine democra
tic  and socialist forces in  France as well as to  the people 
o f A lgeria, a t a moment when U.S. imperialism was lin ing  
up 100% w ith  its  French brother. Many s im ila r opportuni
ties are sure to arise in the coming months. The A m eri
can socialist movement can use these opportunities i f  i t  
is prepared to act unitedly, but w ill probably lose them 
i f  i t  remains sp lit apart; no m atter how much fine  ta lk  
o f “ regroupment”  is floa ting  around.

The committee I  propose could perform  other impor
ta n t functions beside the central one o f united action. I t  
could, fo r instance, publish a magazine in  which the va ri
ous tendencies could present th e ir ideas. A t  present, the 
discussion o f regroupment is hampered by the fac t th a t 
the adherents o f each viewpoint tend to  read only the 
publications in which the ir own position is presented. B u t 
a common publication in  which a free and honest discus
sion is conducted would elim inate th is  d if f ic u lty  and 
enormously fac ilita te  a genuine interchange o f ideas. This 
committee would be the natural sponsor fo r  forum s on 
political problems o f socialist regroupment throughout the 
country. I t  would also co-ordinate political action in sup
port o f socialist candidates whenever election campaigns 
take place.

B ut most im portant fo r  the achievement o f genuine 
socialist regroupm ent: members o f the dispersed and iso
lated socialist groups o f today have to w ork together to 
achieve th e ir common aims before they w ill have real con
fidence in  each o ther’s in te g rity  as socialists and w illin g 
ness to learn from  each other and from  shared experiences. 
And w ithou t th is  confidence, even a f ru it fu l discussion o f 
regroupment is v irtu a lly  impossible.

Shane Mage

Kadar’s Death Penalty for Striking
By Myra Tanner Weiss
Georg« M orris undertook the 

shameful job in the Feb. 15 issue 
of the Daily W orker of defending 
the death penalty for strikers de
creed by the Kadar regime in 
Hungary. His defense of the de
cree, as is usual in such matters, 
begins with an attempt to deny 
its real nature.

M orris states th a t the “decree 
has been falsely described in the 
commercial press as providing a 
death peiralby for ‘strikers.’ ” He 
calls attention to a translation  
of the, tex t published in the Daily  
W orker and says it  is “an anti- 
saibotage decree. W e have a  bushel 
fu ll of such P E A C E T IM E  leg
islation on the statute books, 
some of ■which the trade union 
leaders of America protested for 
fear that certain union activities 
eo.uld draw penalties up to death 
or long imprisonment. More such 
legislation is pending. But we 
have no revolutionary situation 
or a state of armed rebellion, and 
we have had nothing of the sort 
since the Civil W ar.’*
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Pictured here are some of the 600,000 steel workers in the U.S. during their 1955 na
tion-wide strike. They were using their prim ary weapon for defense of their interests. Those 
who - recognize the working class as the only force capable of leading the march to socialism 
w ill uphold this basic right of the workers in every land, whether capitalist, or non-capitalist.

U.S. LA W S
M orris here implies that the 

crime of these laws in 'tfa-er U.S.- 
as only one trf tim ing. They are 
justified irt time o(f upheaval but 
wot an tim e o f PEACE. The la- 
bor-haters w ill quite agree with1 
M orris  and hasten to assure him- 
that the law's are intended only  
fo r sruch “rebellious” emergen
cies.

However, the text of the Hun
garian decree as translated by 
Herbert A-ptbeker and published 
in the D aily  W orker, Jan. 28; 
gives the lie to O o rg e  M orris. 
The tru th  is that the so-called 
“ sabotage” laws in the U.S. are  
mild and cautious compared to 
th a t passed by the Presidential 
Council of Hungary for the Reg- 
uation of Summary Penal Pro
cedure. The U.S. capitalists, as 
yet, have to be careful fo r they 
confront a powerful and unde
feated labor movement.

F irs t, le t us look a t the Tnucks 
Act, passed in the Michigan leg
islature in 1952 which should 
serve as a good example of the  
"sabotage”- laws th a t were pro
duced by the- witch hunt in this 
country. The “sabotage” section 
of the law read': “ I t  shall be a 
felony, punishable by a term in 
the state prison fo r  not more 
than 20 years fo r any person, 
w ith  the intent to injure the 
United States, the state of Mich
igan, or any facilities or prop
erty used fo r national defense, to  
sabotage o t  destroy, or to  a t 
tem pt to sabotage or destroy, any 
property, fac ility  or service that 
is being used in  connection with  
national defense.”

The labor -movement under
stood correctly that the vague 
formulation of “ intent” was 
enough to enable the labor-hat- 
ers to use the law' against strikes’ 
even though strikes w'ere not spe
cifically named as an “in ju ry” to 
property, facilities, etc. The law  
was therefore attacked as a re 
pressive anti-labor instrument in 
the hands o f the bosses.

L A W  IN C L U D E S  STR IK ER S
Now’ turning to the text o f the 

Kadar "anti-sabotage” law, as 
Morris insists i t  should be called, 
we see the (following: First; the 
penalty: “Sentence in  eases tried  
under this decree m ay be death. 
The court, under given conditions 
m ay mete out, instead of the 
death sentence, life  sentence, or 
a sentence ranging from  five  to 
15 years imprisonment.”

In  Section 1 of the decree the 
following "crimes” are listed': 
“ ( f )  , . . the purposeful dam
aging of any w ater, gas and elec
tric u tility , or o f any p lant which 
furnishes v ita ) supplies -and which 
has been declared essential fo r  
public w elfare, or the purposeful 
damaging of any p lant essential 
fo r the national defense; or the 
purposeful disturbance of the op

eration of such platnts by illegal 
entry or any other way, or incit
ing to the commission of such 
act; however all acts enumerated 
in this subsection are applicable 
only to such cases which the pur
pose sought was mass work in
terference (or stoppage).

" (g )  Purposeful endangering 
of the public transportation sys
tem

“ (¡h) Organizing against the 
People’s Republic or the demo
cratic order 

“ ( i )  Actual rebellion 
“ ( j )  disloyalty.”
Thus we see that I t  is not nec

essary for the Kadar government 
to prove that an actual “mass 
work interference (or stoppage)” 
took place. I t  is enough that a 
strike was the “purpose.”

M orris asks, “How can anyone 
deny the Hungarian government 
a rig ht to take measures in the 
midst of a  life  and death struggle 
while silently accepting such leg
islation in a  capitalist land' that 
faces no internal th reat?”

Revolutionary socialists cer
tain ly do not accept silently “such 
legislation” in  a capitalist land 
whether i t  faces an internal 
“threat” or not. They would not 
accept “such legislation” any
where. The workers have a rig ht 
to strike against any government. 
Any government which seeks to 
keep itself in power by denying 
this right, only demonstrates its 
historic doom.

George Morris defends the 
death penalty fo r strikers be
cause he believes the Kadar gov

ernm ent is  a “ w o rke rs ’ and peas
ants -government.”  Is  i t  so d i f f i 
c u lt f o r  h im  to rem em ber th a t he 
had been defending S ta lin ’s exe
cutions o f “ tra ito rs , spies and 
cou n te r-re vo lu tion is ts ”  on the 
same basis— on ly  to learn about 
a yea r ago th a t these “ counter- 
revo lu tio n is ts ”  w ere innocent, 
fram e-u p  v ic tim s  o f S ta lin ’s -mur
der m achine?

The science o f M arx ism  m ay 
be considered by  m any as ve ry  
com plex— and c e rta in ly  is  fo r  be
ginners. -But the re  is one ve ry  
e lem entary aspect o f M arx ism  
th a t a lm ost anyone in  t ’he w o rk 
in g  class'can understand. T h a t is 
the r ig h t  o f the w o rkers  to  
s tr ike . A  M a rx is t  defends th a t 
r ig h t  because the w orkers, as a 
class, are the progressive  force

(•jin h is to ry . T h a t does no t ¡mean 
every s tr ik e  is a u to m a tica lly  good 
and m ust be supported. A  s tr ike  
to p reven t em ploym ent o f N e
groes by backward and p re ju 
diced w o rke rs , fo r  example, 
would be condemned. The w o rk 
ers have been and can 'be w rong. 
B u t th e ir  r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  is fu n 
dam enta l to freedom  and p rog
ress. Anyone, o r any governm ent 
th a t w ou ld  deny th is  r ig h t  only 
reveals its  a n ti-w o rk in g  class 
character.

B A S IC  W E A P O N
The w o rk in g  class is the ex

p lo ite d  Class, the indispensable 
class, the  p ro du c tive  class. Its  
r ig h t  to s tr ik e  is a  m eans fo r  in 
te rven in g  decisive ly in defense of 
its  l iv in g  standards and its  fre e 
dom. I f  a  “ soc ia lis t”  s ta te  gives 
the w orkers l eason to  s tr ike , then 
som eth ing is w ro n g  w ith  th a t 
state. A nd  even George M o rr is  
should know  Iby now, a f te r  be ing 
to ld  by Khrushchev, th a t some
th in g  is w rong  in the 'Soviet o rb it.

The fact that the bureaucratic 
caste in  the Soviet Union de
stroyed the right of the workers 
to strike not. only enslaved the 
workers; i t  also had a very detri
mental effect on the development 
of the planned economy.

A  g re a t im pu ls ion  tow a rd  tech
nolog ica l progress under c a p ita l
ism has been and is s t i l l  provided 
by the r ig h t  o f the w orkers to 
s tr ike . W hen 'the w orkers  can 
p ro tec t th e ir  l iv in g  standards, the 
ca p ita lis ts  are com pelled to in 
crease th e ir  ra te  o f p ro f it  
th rou gh  the m ore expensive 
m ethods o f im proved mechaniza
tion  ra th e r than an increase in 
w o rk in g  hours, 'in te n s ity  o f la 
bor o r a squeeze on wages. The 
pos t-W orld  W a r I I  development 
o f au tom ation  ,i«n the U n ited  
States was la rg e ly  conditioned

...CP Convention Paves Way

Hungarian Refugees 
Gorreci the Press
Additional confirmation of 

the socialist content of thè 
Hungarian revolution is con
tained in a Belgrade dispatch 
to  the Feb. 2 issue of the 
Nation. John O’ K e a r n e y  
writes on the distortion of 
interviews w ith refugees in 
the American press and ex
plains: “ Hungarian sources 
here say the corruption lies 
in the Western abuse o f the 
term ‘anti-Communist’ as an 
all-inclusive description of re
volutionary forces. The clear 
truth, they say, is that the 
vanguard and main body of 
the rebellion were formed of 
intellectuals and workers who 
were more M arxist, more So
cialist than the regime; of 
men who were ‘real Commun
ists’... by and large, according 
to accounts I  have gathered, 
the revolution was fought by 
men and women who even to
day would elect to keep their 
socialist state —  with its na
tionalized mines and distribu
ted lands —  demanding only 
a democratic rig ht to run the  
state for themselves.”

(Continued from page 1)
advice”  o f the Duclos le tte r. I t  
also refused h is  deni am i fo r  a 
purge o f the leadership contained 
in  his decLarattion th a t the p a rty  
was s u ffe r in g  fro m  ‘‘a grave 
cris is  o f Leadership”  w h ich  “ has 
done m ore to  d iso rien t the p a rty  
than  the  governm ent a ttadk on 
us.”

Thus the convention gave ex
pression to the deep-seated desire 
of the membership to w in  the 
right to chart the  political course 
of the p a rty  without exte rna l dic
tation or in te rn a l bureaucratic 
repression. A lt the same tim e  the 
delegates w ou ld  n o t g ive con
t ro l o f the p a r ty  to  any section 
o f the leadership. The convention 
closed w ith  u n ity  dec la ra tions by 
a ll o f the top Leaders, h u t the d i
v is ion  am ong them  continues. The 
new ly-e lected members-at-l<arge 
o f the N a tio n a l C om m ittee  estab
lished an eleven-member secre
ta ria t based sole ly on New Y o rk  
residence and d id  no t even a t
te m p t to  elect p a r ty  o ffice rs . In  
the  election o f the  rem a in ing  40 
members o f the  na tiona l com m it
tee b y  the state conventions, the 
same p a tte rn  o f d iv is ion  w i l l  
probalbly p reva il.

The convention outcome .means 
th a t the  discussion in  the p a r ty  
w i l l  continue. A t  the same ¡time 
the  prospects fo r  the con tinu ing  
exchange o f v iew s w ith  o ther 
rad ica l tendencies rem ain good. 
The .pa rty  m em bership wants 
such a d iscussion and those in 
the  leadership who would block 
such discussion are no t in  a posi
t io n  to  do eo.

ISS U ES  U N R E S O LV E D
The p r im a ry  im petus fo r  a 

deepening o f the  discussion stems 
fro m  the  fa c t  th a t a ll o f the 
basic p o lit ic a l issues c o n fro n tin g  
the  p a r ty  rem a in  unresolved, in 
c lu d in g  those issues w h ich the 
convention t r ie d  to  resolve and 
those i t  avoided.

The adopted d ra ft resolution 
w ill fare badly against the test 
of events. Its  central thesis has 
already been shaken by world 
developments. The Suez c ris is  and 
th e  declaration o f the E isenhower 
doctrine underscore the fa c t th a t 
the reso lu tion ’s p rognosis o f a

N. Y. Militant Labor 
Forum
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a film  showing the magnificent 
figh t against segregaiton con
ducted by the Montgomery 
Freedom Fighters.
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shchëv is ve ry  much a live, and 
reek ing  o f anti-ISem itism  and 
G reat-Russian chauvinism .

W H A T  L IE S  A H E A D
T he H ungarian  revo lu tion  fo r  

n a tiona l independence and w o rk 
ers’ dem ocracy was the fla sh - 
ligh tn im g o f mass opposition to 
con tinu ing  S ta lin is t policies. Pol
ish w ork ing-c lass s trugg le  and 
resistiveness among Soviet w o rk 
ers and students, substantia te  the 
fa c t o f a r is in g  re vo lu tio n a ry  op
position to the p riv ile g e d  bureau
cracy. ¡S ta lin is t oppression has 
given rise to  the p o lit ic a l revo 
lu tio n  o f the masses o f the  Soviet 
U n ion  and E as t Europe— a revo
lu tio n  th a t w i l l  restore  Soviet 
democracy.

T h is  irrepress ib le  -historic de
velopm ent w i l l  have its  repercus
sions in  the C om m unist pa rties  
o f the w o rld  as a lready demon
stra ted  'by the  H u ng a ria n  revo
lu tion . The convention’s assertion 
of political independence paves 
the road for a thoroughgoing dis
cussion of these issues. Such a 
discussion w ill strengthen those 
forces within the party which 
seek a revolutionary socialist so
lution to the present crisis.

Three Indicted On 
Gov’t Charges Of 
Soviet Espionage

The three persons arrested in 
the government’s latest “ Soviet 
spy” case were imprisoned w ith
out bail, Feb. 13, after pleading 
not guilty to charges of conspira
cy to violate the espionage law. 
They are Jack Soble, his w ife  
M yra and Jacob Albam. Arrested 
by F B I agents Jan. 25. they have 
been indicted under the peace
time espionage act of 1951 which 
provides a maximum penalty of 
death.

P res id ing  Federa l Judge Noon
an agreed to  a defense request 
th a t  no b a il be set a t th is  tim e. 
U.S. A tto rn e y  W illia m s  requested 
th a t  b a il Ibe set a t $100,006 eacb. 
Defense characterized the p ro 
posed1 b a il as excessive and asked 
th a t i t  be g iven fu r th e r  tim e  to 
study the  governm ent b r ie f  be
fo re  -m aking its  own b a il request.

Commenting on the prosecution 
argument that such excessive bail 
was necessary to prevent the ac
cused from fleeing to the Soviet 
Union. Judge Noonan observed 
that “ if  the USSR should be in 
terested in their absconding, 
$100,000 would not hinder or 
stand in the way.”

The governm ent charges th a t 
the  defendants w ere  ¡paid hv the 
Soviet U n ion  to co llect and tra n s 
m it  n a tio n a l secu rity  in fo rm a tio n . 
A  Marcih 11 date has been set to 
hear fu r th e r  m otions and set a 
t r ia l  date.

M eanw hile defendant Jack So
ble collapsed in  his prison cel! 
Feb. 18, and prison o ffic ia ls  an
nounced he bad  su ffe re d  “ a s lig h t 
h e a rt a tta ck .”

Although the story o f the 
“spies’ ” arrest was splashed 
across the front pages of most 
New York dailies, the story of 
the arraignment was buried in 
the back pages of all the papers.

on the s t r ik in g  power o f the la 
bor movement.

Soviet planned economy, w on 
in  the R evo lu tion  o f 1917, made 
possible the in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  o f 
Russia. B u t the subsequent 
g ro w th  o f the bureaucracy and 
its  repression o f the Soviet w o rk 
ers resu lted  in  the tendency 
to  increase production  th rou gh  
leng then ing  w o rk in g  'hours, -in
te n s ifica tio n  o f the labo r process 
(St-akhanovism ), and low  wages. 
In  th is  w a y  in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  was 
a c tu a lly  slowed.

The v ic to ry  o f the p o lit ic a l 
revo lu tion  in  the ¡Soviet o rb it, the 
lib e ra tio n  o f the w o rk in g  class, 
w ill y ie ld  a  g re a t new leap in  
production and u lt im a te ly  in  the 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labor.

In  defending the  repression o f 
the  w o rk in g  class in  H u n g a ry , 
M o rr is  pu ts h im se lf in such a po
s it io n  th a t he 'ha lf-apo log izes fo r  
a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n  in  the 
U n ite d  ¡States. He argues, w ould 
labo r leaders “ fa v o r  a un ion cov- 
erup to  w reckers and dynam ite rs  
who in f i l t r a te  an  A m erican  union 
and-use it?  I t ' i s  w e ll k n o w n ‘how 
gangsters, racketeers and an as
sortm en t o f crooks use the A m e r
ican trade  union m ovem ent.”

The proponents o f these a n ti
labo r laws used the same a rg u 
m ent. Then M o rr is  says “ w h a t’s 
good fo r  the goose should be 
good fo r  the gander.”  The repres
sive laws of the capitalist class 
are used to justify  the repressive 
laws in Hungary. Then doesn’t 
th a t also work backwards? Don’t  
the repressive laws in Hungary  
ju s tify  the repression of the 
American workers?

W ith  th is  k in d  o f log ic  i t  is  
easy to  see how  the defense o f 
the bureaucratic  caste in  the  So
v ie t o rb it  leads in e v ita b ly  to  
a n ti-w o rk ing -c lass  p o lit ie s  eve ry
where.

Boyhood Fantasy 
Comes True

By V. Grey

Boyhood memories are mostly about the tim e you 
fell through the ice a t the skating pond, or the tim e you 
started to run away from  home, and things like tha t.

Well I remember all those things, all righ t. B ut I  also 
remember s ittin g  on the fro n t porch steps w ith  the other 
fellows on summer evenings, and having long, exciting, 
although usually aimless talks. I  can’t  fo r the life  o f me 
remember ju s t what we said (although I ’m sure we took 
up all the problems from  baseball to the universe) —  
except fo r  once.

I t  was around 1928 or 1929. And I ’m sure I  would 
have forgotten th is conversation ju s t like all the others, 
except fo r something tha t happened many years la ter —  
in 1945, and then something th a t happened last week.

On the particu lar summer n ight in question one o f the 
fellows told us about a remarkable story he had read in  
Popular Mechanics Magazine. “ Did you know,”  he asked 
us, “ tha t there is enough internal energy in a cubic inch 
o f copper to drive a ra ilroad tra in  around the world w ith r 
out any coal?”

We didn’t. But i t  was certain ly something to  ta lk  
about. So we went on all evening, and figured how many 
cubic inches o f copper i t  would take to power a space ship 
to the moon, and things like tha t. We weren’t  exactly 
statesmen of the arts o f peace in those b loodthirsty 'boy
hood days. But i t  didn’t  occur to any o f us, any more than 
i t  occurred to Popular Mechanics Magazine a t th a t tim e 
— tha t th is wonderful energy would be anyth ing but con
structive and helpful to mankind.

When they dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshim a 
in  1945 I  suddenly remembered th a t fro n t porch conver
sation 16 years or so before. And I  thought Popular Mech
anics hadn’t  h it  things exactly on the nose, but here i t  
was, nevertheless, —  enough energy to  take a tra in load 
o f people to the moon. B ut i t  was being used to  send a 
hundred thousand people to Kingdom Come instead. And 
I thought. —  well, maybe th is  Uranium 235 was only good 
fo r bombs, and they ju s t hadn’t  got around to tha t copper 
cube idea.

B ut I  was wrong. Last week the submarine, “ N au ti
lus”  finished a tr ip  equal to two and three quarters times 
around the world w ithou t refueling once. Do you know 
how much fuel oil she would have used in  a regular en
gine? 720,000 gallons, 90 ra ilw ay tank cars fu ll.  In 
stead, she used Uranium 235. The tota l amount o f i t  fo r  
the whole tr ip  was about the size o f a go lf ball. The 
scientists say tha t some o f i t  was wasted, too.

Of course a submarine isn’t  a pleasure boat. B u t the 
N autilus’ t r ip  sure proves th a t non-im ilitary ships and 
tra ins could do the same th ing. Good old Popular Mech
anics was righ t.

Now, all those bra iny scientists o f th ir ty ,  fo r ty  and 
f i f t y  years ago who started th is  atomic-energy business 
never intended i t  to blow up the human race. They were 
th ink ing  like us kids were, o f all the wonderful th ings 
you could do. B u t here the scientists are today, making 
atomic bombs, hydrogen bombs, guided missiles and in
tercontinental atomic war-head rockets!

I f  we can ju s t defeat the B ig Business war-makers, 
get all the world together and take those sm art scientists 
o ff  those jobs and put them on build ing  th ings instead 
o f blowing them up, we’ll have i t  p re tty  wonderful. As 
the boys on the fro n t porch would say nowadays, “ L ife  
would be a dreamboat.”
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“ durab le”  era o f peaceful, co-ex
istence has l i t t le  re la tio n  to  re 
a lity . The p a r ty  m em bership w i l l  
have to  reconsider the d ra ft  res
o lu tio n ’s re jec tion  o f  the L e n i
n is t thesis as “ obsolete.”  T ha t 
thesis m a in ta ins  th a t the w a r
m akers w i l l  be res tra ined  and 
defeated on ly  by  the re vo lu tion 
a ry  class s tru g g le  o f the  w orkers  
and colon ia l peoples o f the w o rld .

Convention endorsement of 
support to  the Dem ocratic p a rty  
and to  the o ff ic ia l leaders o f the 
labo r, lib e ra l and N egro  move
m en t cannot serve the declared 
in te n tio n  o f ending the  p a r ty ’s 
iso la tion  fro m  the advanced sec
tions o f the ranks  o f labo r or 
the  Negro people.

The s tunn ing  setback suffered 
b y  M cDonald in the steel union 
elections d ra m a tica lly  reveals the 
s tro n g  opposition in  the union 
ranks to  h is  bu reaucra tic  m a
chine. In  the  days ahead1, the 
Reuthers and Dubinskys, who 
stand on the same basic p rogram  
as M cDonald, w il l encounter sim 
i la r  opposition. The CP conven
t io n  reso lu tion w h ich  pledges 
them  “ .cooperation”  w i l l  no t a lte r  
th is  inev itab le  process.

PRO BLEM  O F S T A L IN IS M
The convention declared fo r  a 

m a jo r cam paign to  w in  support 
in  the  ran ks  o f the  N egro  move
m ent. The recent p res iden tia l 
election dem onstrates th a t OP 
support o f the Dem ocrats w i l l  be 
greeted w ith  l i t t le  sym pa th y  by 
m il ita n t  f ig h te rs  aga inst J im  
Crow.

Equally decisive in the period 
ahead w ill be the great issues 
which the convention did not 
even attem pt to cope w ith. The 
equilibrium of the Communist 
Party was shattered from top to 
bottom by Khrushchev’s destruc
tion of the Stalinist myth. But 
the party leadership has avoided 
any serious analysis of the real 
meaning and the social roots of 
Stalinism.

T h is  question cannot he post
poned. In  whose in te res ts  d id  
S ta lin  smash Soviet democracy? 
W hy d id  ¡he ¡abandon L e n in ’s po
li t ic a l p rog ram ? These are n o t 
m a tte rs  o f academic h is to r ic a l 
in te res t. S ta lin  is dead ¡but K h ru -
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