
CP Heads in N. Y. Back Big Business Candidates
Openly Oppose 
Independent 
Socialist Votes

By Herman Chauka
i

, A  policy statement on the New Y ork elections by Ben 
Pavis and George Blake Charney, co-chairmen o f the New 
York State Communist Party was published in the W orker
Nov. 3. I t  aligns the Communist-3-------------------------------------------------------
Party with the cold-war, red- 9 2 5  V O T E S

&
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baiting union bureaucrats of the 
Liberal Party in support of 
Tam m any’s candidate, M ayor 
Wagner. The main fire  of the 
statement is directed against the 
Socialist Workers Party whose 
candidates campaigned vigorous­
ly to popularize the need fo r a 
labor party and a labor admin­
istration and to spread the mes­
sage of socialism.

U N IT E D  D R IV E
Davis and Charney are spokes­

men fo r the Foster and Gates 
wing of the OP leadership. Their 
statement represents a united ef­
fo rt by the UP tops to throttle  
an apparently growing rank-and- 
file  opposition 10 the party's "co­
alition” line of supporting cap­
ita lis t candidates endorsed by 
the labor bureaucracy. (The 
statement takes issue w ith “the 
argument fo r abstention in out­
ranks,” that is, witn tne auituue  
of those wfto saw no real clioice 
ibetween Wagner and Christen- 
berry.) A t  cue same time the 
statement is a malicious attack  
on independent radicals who sup­
ported the Socialist Workers 
ticket in this election.

A fte r dismissing the .Socialist 
Laoor Party as an electoral 
choice because of its hopeless 
sectarianism, the U i' statement 
says: "Tne situation witn re­
spect to the SW if is somewhat 
dilferent. Vve must take into ac­
count tne position of a number 
of socianst-minoed individuals m- 
ciuding tne editors oi tne i\a -  
tionai Guardian tnat the SWP  
provides tn« only socialist a ite i- 
nauve in the elections, anu tnus 
merits our ¿uppoit."

The statement then presents a

JO YCE C O W LE Y , Socialist 
Workers Party candidate fo r  
New York Mayor polled 13,915 
votes by unofficial count. In  
1953 the SW P M ayoralty vote 
was under 4,000.

Communist P arty ’s support to 
W agner. True, W agner’s anti-la­
bor record has created such a 
stench that the statement of sup­
port is couched in a hypocritical 
way.

W H A T  IT  ADDS U P TO
Christenberry, we a r e  in­

formed, is the main enemy. To 
abstain or vote for the iSLP is 
bad; to vote fo r the SW P fa r  
worse; W agner’s administration  
has “accomplishments which we 
do not desire to minimize,” and 
a big vote on the Liberal Party
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“Buy Less” -- Eisenhower’s 
Answer on Rocketing Prices
Will Nikita Khrushchev 
Become Another Stalin?

By George Lavan
NOV. 6 —  A fte r being kept in the dark fo r a week, 

the Soviet people were fin a lly  informed by the K rem lin o f 
the fate o f the second most powerful figu re  among the ir 
rulers, form er Defense M in is te r^

A  Husky in Space

Zhukov. A t  the ( b i d d i n g  of 
Khrushchev he had been expelled 
not only from  the Communist 
P arty ’s Presidium, t h e  commit-, 
tee a t the very pinnacle of pow­
er in the UIS'SR, but also from  
the CP Central Committee.

This action was voted unani­
mously by the 133-member Cen­
tra l Committee which is the up­
per crust of the whoie bureau­
cracy and in which there are nu­
merous generals and admirals. 
Zhukov was himself a member 
and not only voted fo r his own 
expulsion but made a speech 

errors’line would ibe progressive. But, hlS
the statement coyly adds, “W e ! « « “ * * » *  the committee for mak-
neither endorse or take responsi-1 ,B*  th?.m cl* ar lo, hlm- i hf  ° nly

faisineu version oi t m P  views bility for any candidate or p a rty ! ¡" !ga .. . ^en n̂ e
- - ' ■ .. ..................... in this M ayoralty election.” The kov s « p itu la t.o n  brought was

authors safely assume that any­
one of voting age w ill be able 
to deduce from  all this that the 
Communist P arty  favors a vote 
for W agner on the Liberal Par-

on “peaceful co-existence," on tne 
‘ ann-monopoiy coalition” and on 
the ruling bureaucracy lit tne 
Soviet Union. (See answer to 
the CP’s laisificat'ions on this 
page.) This purported “analysis”
oi the SW P program concludes ty line.
w ith a scurmoua b iann - ijp e  A  major justification offered 
smear: “A  vote lo r the S W l' is by Charney and |)avis for sup- 
a vote t h a t  objectively gives porting Wagner is that Christen- 
sonie measure oi support to berry “is a candidate of the 
counter-revolutions. Some g o o d  Daily News crowd and the Mc- 
progressives do not take this Carthyite (¡lement in New York.” 
sulncicnt'iy into account.” j Overlooked is the fact that on

A fte r  presenting the SW P and, Oct. 30 the Daily News en- 
those who supported its ticket as dorsed not Christenberry but 
abetting “counter - revolutions,” W'agner. And the News was not 
Davis and Charney announce the! (Continued on page 4)

that he was not expelled from  
the party itself. I t  is expected 
that shortly rank-and-file party

IN  THIS ISSUE

What the Sputniks 
Mean for Peace 
And Socialism

See Page 2

CP’s Latest Smear o f SW P
The attack against the Socialist Work­

ers Parly by Ben Davis and George Blake 
Charney in the Nov. 3 Worker demon­
strates that the leaders of the Commirnist 
Party remain supporters of the political 
program developed by Stalin —  a program 
that has .nothing in common with the 
Marxism-Leninism to which tihey profess 
adherence.

The key plank in th is 'p rogram  is the 
concept of peaceful co-existence as 
developed by Stalin and reiterated by 
Khrushchev. According to DavisJCharney 
“ i t  is incompatible fo r people to oppose 
the concept o f peaceful co-existence and 
yet profess to speak fo r socialism.”

We are fu rth e r informed tha t the 
SWP’s rejection “ o f the idea tha t i t  is 
possible to achieve a lasting peace in the 
present world w ith  im peria lism ”  is 
“ disorienting and dangerous.”

The SWP has consistently opposed im ­
peria list war. Despite its  political opposi­
tion to the Krem lin bureaucracy, i t  has 
unreservedly denounced every act o f U.S. 
im peria list aggression against the Soviet 
orb it. I t  opposed Trum an’s police action in

National Guardian Blasts 
CP Support of Wagner

In its column “ Report to Readers,” the 
Nov. 11 NationaJ Guardian says the follow­
ing about the Benjamin J. Davis and 
George Bl.ike Charney attack on the SW P 
and their calí on progressives to vote for 
W agner on the Liberal line:

“ We marvel, as at a fancy boxer protect­
ing a glass jaw, a t the facile logic which 
can anathematize a socialist campaign as 
not advancing the cause of socialism; and 
in the same combination can approve (p ar­
don: approve the approval o f) a ta ilis t 
camp ign which hates socialism like the 
devil hates holy water.”

By Harry Ring
Korea and demanded the w ithdraw al of 
U.S. troops. I t  campaigns fo r recognition 
to the People’s Republic o f China and fo r 
an end to the trade embargo against it. 
I t  demands tha t the U.S. government im ­
mediately cease all nuclear tests. I t  is a 
partisan of the great Asian and A frican 
national independence movements. Here 
at home, i t  stands in opposition to the 
cold war and all its  B ig Business and 
labor-bureaucratic proponents. The SWP 
thus would have no basic quarrel w ith  a 
concept o f “ co-existence”  which simply 
meant opposition to im perialism ’s prepara­
tion fo r a Th ird  World W ar against the 
Soviet Union and the colonial peoples.

Struggle for Peace
But the SWP does d iffe r sharply w ith  

the S talin ist “ co-existence”  concept. This 
obviously does not mean —  the record 
refutes the contention —  th a t the SWP 
is pro-war, as Charney and Davis m alici­
ously h int.

Nor does i t  mean tha t i t  th inks im ­
peria list war “ inevitable”  in  the sense tha t 
the working people cannot prevent it .  I t  
means tha t the SWP proceeds from  the 
historically tested Lenin ist premise tha t 
the drive to war is lodged in the im peria l­
is t system and tha t the struggle fo r peace 
cannot be successfully divorced from  the 
revolutionary struggle fo r workers’ power 
—  tha t is, fo r socialism.

This is the heart of the difference with 
the CP leadership. About the only factually 
correct statement of SWP views in the 
Davis-Charney article is that the SWP 
regards the CP concept of co-existence “as 
an abandonment of the fight against im­
perialism.”

The co-existence line pushed by the 
Krem lin and supported by the CP leader­
ship is one o f try in g  to get a “ live and le t

V

(Continued on page 2)

member .Zhukov will, like the re­
cently-purged Molotov, iMalenkov 
and Kaganovich, be given a m i­
nor job in some remote p art of 
the USSR.

A N T I-Z H U K O V  C A M P A IG N
The propaganda campaign 

against the form er Defense M in ­
ister has reached new heights. 
Meetings to undermine Zhukov’s 
position, which prior to the Cen­
tra l Committee’s action had been 
held only in the armed forces, 
have now spread to all party  
units in the USSR. Thousands 
of telegrams from  such meet­
ings “unanimously” endorsing 
Zhukov’s ouster are pouring into 
Moscow'. Khrushchev is employ­
ing- dozens of the most impor­
tant generals and admirals to 
make public condemnations of 
his vanquished opponent on po­
litical, personal and m ilitary  
grounds.

The denigration of Zhukov as 
a m ilitary ngure went lurthest 
in a re-w riting  of tne History oi 
the m ilitary c a m p a i g n s  of 
World W ar I I  toy Marshal Ivan  
S. Konev. Printed in fu ll in 
Pravda, this lengthy article be­
littles Zhukov’s record a t tne 
battles of Stalingrad and Berlin, 
couples him witn Stalin in re­
sponsibility for the USSR’s de­
feats a t the beginning oi tne 
war, and portrays him as a con­
ceited and unscrupulous glory- 
seeker.

Khrushchev's victory over Zhu­
kov thus appears to be com­
plete. From the power struggle 
in the topmost reaches ot me 
bureaucracy which since Stalin's 
death has seen the successive 
elimination of Beria, Malenkov, 
Molotov, Kaganovich and ¿nu- 
kov, now Khrushchev emerges as 
the single predominant ngure. 
He is witndut visible challengers. 
Does this mean that history is 
about to repeat itself, that 
Khrushchev is to be another Sta­
lin?

T R E N D  TO O N E -M A N  R U L E
The inherent tendency of the 

Soviet bureaucracy is, as T ro t­
sky has pointed out, toward one- 

(Continued on page 2)

A Husky-type dog, like the one in Sputnik I I ,  in a rocket 
130 miles above the earth. I t  was not harmed by the state of 
“dynamic weightlessness’’ i t  occupied aloft for six minutes, 
according to the Russian navy newspaper, Soviet Fleet.

S Million Unemployed 
Forecast for 1958

Conservative business spokesmen are almost unani­
mous in the ir predictions tha t 1958 wiH be a year o f “ re­
cession”  w ith  at least five  m illion unemployed.

A t the f ifth  annual Confer-
enee on the Economic Outlook j ly in prim ary metals and some 
held Nov. 5 at the University of fabricated metal products. In
Michigan a t Ann Arbor, profes­
sor Daniel B. Suits said that un­
employment w ill increase by two 
million in 1958. Added to the 
present figure of close to three 
million, that would be seven per 
cent of the nation’s work force. 
(Any single area having over 
six per cent unemployment is 
•presently classified as “critical” 
by the government.) Suits said 
the increased unemployment

New York, state unemployment 
insurance claims are up 51,000 
over last year. Jobless a irc ra ft  
workers are jamm ing unemploy­
ment offices on Long Island fo l­
lowing government cutbacks 
which idled 9,000 in the last few  
weeks. Textile layoffs in New  
Jersey affect ‘‘some who have 
been working there 3.5 to 40 
years and know no other work,” 
according to the Passaic Joint

would stem from a decline in Board of the »Textile Workers 
production, increased productiv­
ity, and an increase of 400,000
in the nation’s work force.

According to the Oct. 31 New  
York World-Telegram, “ most ob­
servers” expect th^ number of 
jobless to reach four to 4.5 m il­
lion by February or March 1958.

-Across the country, layoffs  
are already rising sharply in a ir­
cra ft and textiles and particular-

Union,

The estimate of five million 
jobless for 1958 refers only to 
those workers who w ill be reg­
istered w ith the state unemploy­
ment offices. The actual num­
ber of unemployed w ill be con­
siderably higher, even if  next j foreshadowed the mild recessions 
year turns out to be no worse ■ of 1949 and 1953.” Overtime pay 
than U.S. businessmen now ex- “ has v irtually  disappeared in 
pect it to be. | many areas,” the survey reveal-

Callously Tells People 
To Resign Themselves to 
Lower Living Standards

By Fred Halstead 
President Eisenhower has strongly implied that the 

government expects the American workers to cut their 
standard of living in tihe coming period. He was asked at
his Oct. 30 press conference, 
how best the “American con­
sumer . . . particularly in the 
fieid of the white collar worker” 
could cope w ith the fact that the 
cost of living has risen for the 
13th straight month. He replied 
that “people should attem pt to 
purchase less.”

' As advice, this statement was 
hardly necessary. The vast ma­
jority  of American workers, 
whose wages have not kept pace 
w ith price rises and whose total 
income is already required to 
meet current ■‘bills, are being 
forced to c'ut purchases. But as 
a warning as to who is expected 
to pay fo r announced increases 
in armaments expenditures, the 
President’s statement is packed 
w ith  meaning.

In  spite of a continuing rise of 
consumer prices, Eisenhower 
himself admitted in the same 
press conference that the na­
tional economy was “taking a 
breather” as indicated by rising  
unemployment and the fa ilu re  of 
business to pick up as much as 
expected this fa ll. The economy, 
said Eisenhower, “always seems 
to be balanced between a 
possibility of deflation and in­
fla tion .” This is another w ay of 
saying that the alternatives are 
another depression or vastly in­
creased armaments production 
leading to W orld W ar I I I .

A t present the economy is 
teetering between these a lter­
natives w ith  the bad effects of 
each already in evidence.

JOBLESS C L A IM S  U P
“The present situation,’’ ac­

cording to a national economic 
survey published in Scripps- 
Howard newspapers Oct. 31, “ is 
being compared w ith  1948 and 
1953 when declines in business

E IS E N H O W E R

ed, and unemployment claitns, 
which usually drop in October, 
went up in the fa ll  of this year 
as they did in 1953. In  addition, 
the fre ig h t car loadings total—  
a sensitive 'barometer of business 
activity —  is o ff 10% from  a  
year ago.

The already astronomical arms 
budget is simply not enough to 
keep the economy going. W hile  
warning the workers to cope 
with inflation by tightening their 
belts, Eisenhower announced that 
the $38 billion ceiling would be 
exceeded this fiscal year. The 
amotints presently assigned to 
be squandered on armaments 
“ are but interim  figures, step­
ping-stones, i f  you w ill, on the 
road to very much larger appro­
priations and budgets fo r de­
fense,” said Assistant Secretary 
of Navy, J. Sinclair Armstrong 
in a speech Oct 30.

Meanwhile, Democratic House 
floor chief McCormack (M ass.) 
has told the Eisenhower A d­
ministration that he w ill back 
any move to lif t  the legal na­
tional debt of §275 billion “ to 
whatever level is deemed essen­
tia l to provide the country . . . 
with the m ilitary measures that 
are required.”

Look Tries to Bolster Frame-Up ot Rosenbergs
leave no evidence, so it is d if- 
ficul to construct a frame-up 
that w ill stand up under close 
scrutiny. The Rosenberg-Sobell 
tria l of 1951 is a case in point. 
The Rosenbergs were executed 
and Morton Sobell is spending

By Myra Tanner Weiss I to have obtained atomic stecretsj “M r. Gold: W ait, now. I've
MOV K lu«t a« ;• Hif ^rom ^ r - Klaus Fuchs in Santa got to get this straight. Some

f i c i l t \ o  c 7 m m ifa  crime and! f l '° m ^  GleenSlass’ of these -  you see, I  was overa crime and K thel Rosenberg’s brother, in j this about six years ago. The
Albuquerque. [events actually, happened eleven

A t the tria l in 1951 Gold was years ago, anti there is a ten-
asked: En route to New \ o r k ! dency to blur.
did you at any time inspect the 1
m aterial which you had received
from Greenglass?

'A. Yes, I  did, on the train
his eighth year in prison on a : from  Albuquerque to Chicago 
30-year sentence on charges of and somewhere in Kansas, I be- 

conspiracy to commit espion-1 ]jeve »
But\ the S°ver“  i - j  J„hn Wexley, author of the 

still try ing to convince the world [ book - The Judgement of Julius 
the tria l was just. j and Ethcl Rosenberg>>. c|,ecked

In order to do that, the Justice the train  schedules from A l-
Department has attempted to 
patch up a t least some of the 
holes in its Case. But patchwork 
often only proves the shoddy 
condition of the garment. And so 
it is w ith  the job done, Oct. 29, 
in Look magazine w ith the help 
of the F B I.

H O W  D ID  GOLD T R A V E L
There is only one “new'’ argu­
ment presented in this re-hash of 
the story given by the prosecu­
tion witnesses at the tria l. That 
concerns the trip  made by H arry  
Gold from  New Mexico to New 
York in 1945. Gold was supposed

buquerque to New York and 
found that Gold could not pos­
sibly have arrived in New York 
at the time he claimed.

In  A pril, 1956, an attem pt to 
answer W exley’s charge was 
made at a Senate hearing. Gold 
was hauled out of ja il to tell the 
Senators about Soviet espionage. 
Robert M orris, Chief Counsel for 
the International Security sub­
committee, asked him: “Did you 
go by tra in  or did you fly?

“ M r. Gold: I  went by train.
“M r. M orris: And when you

returned to New York, what did 
you do w ith the material?

S T IL L  N O T  BY P L A N E
“W hat I  want to say now is 

my present recollection. I  want 
to say, as I  recall it  now, i t  is 
certainly not going to be an 
exact duplication as fa r as the 
minutest details go. I  am try ing  
to think, how did I  get out of 
Santa Fe that particular time? 
That particular time I  w'ent by 
train. 1 hated w aiting, but I 
went back by train. I  am trying  
to remember. I  remember why 
I didn’t  fly . I  was running short 
funds.”

This sudden memory difficulty  
was not evident at the 1951 tria l. 
In  all his testimony Gold men­
tioned not even one trip  by p’.ane, 
though he told of bus trips and 
tra in  trips. And his testimony 
was fu ll of minor details.

Anyway the Senate hearing 
would show that on this trip  
from  'New Mexico, Gold’s memory 
wasn’t  so good and therefore 
W exley’s charge couldn’ t  hold

water. The problem was “solved” 
by the fact that human memory 
is fau lty.

However, the Justice Depart­
ment, either unawrare of this 
testimony in the spring of 1956, 
or having forgotten it, found a 
new answer to W exley’s argu­
ment in the w inter of 1956-57. 
According- to Look magazine 
Benjamin F. Pollack, Justice De­
partment attorney, assigned to 
prepare the new report took 
‘‘exactly three days to demolish 
this point in the Wexley argu­
ment.”

C O N S IS T E N T  STORY?
According to Look magazine, 

Pollsck visited Gold in pri on. He 
was “told by the ex-spy that he 
traveled by train  only from  
Albuquerque to Chicago on ‘the 
Santa Fe Railroad's California 
Limited. From Chicago, said 
Gold, he took a United A ir  Lines 
plane to Washington ‘a t about 
9:30’ and completed the trip  to 
New York by train , leaving 
Washington late in the a fte r­
noon. A check of the F B I files 
confirmed to Pollack that this 
was the same story Gold had told 
on July 10, 1950, a fte r he was 
arrested.”

This indeed is a weird man 
w ith a weird memory. In  1951 
he leaves the uncontradicted im­
pression the trip  was made by 
train. In  the spring of 1956, he 
is in doubt about how he made 
the trip , but is sure it  wasn’t  
by air. In  the w inter of 1956-57, 
he remembers not only that he 
flew , but on which airlinty and 
at approximately w'hat time.

I f  this third account of the 
trip  was the firs t account a fte r  
Gold’s arrest, why was it  not 
pointed out to Gold a t the tr ia l 
in 1951? And why wasn’t  the 
correction made when Gold was 
on the stand a t the Senate hear­
ing in 1956? I t  has been con­
clusively proved that Gold was 
an inveterate liar. But that is 
apparently not all. Is someone 
prompting him or putting tim e­
tables in his mouth ?

The Look magazine article was 
meant to reassure people that 
justice was done to the Rosen­
bergs and Sobell. For anyone 
who has studied the record of 
the Rosenberg-Sobell! case ob­
jectively, it  w ill have the op­
posite effect. Unfortunately, the  
voice of the Sobell defenders is 
not as loud as the voice of the 
F B I.



th e  M illTANT
TH E BIG BOXCAR. By Alfred Maund.

Houghton M ifflin  Co., Boston, 1957.
178 pp. $3.00.

Seven fug itives from  Deep-South law 
happen to hop the same box car on a 
fre ig h t tra in  as i t  moves across Missis­
sippi and Alabama en route to the North. 
They are six Negroes, one o f these a 
woman, and one white man. They expect 
trouble from  the railroad bulls when the 
tra in  goes through B irm ingham  and they 
pass the tense hours te lling  stories o f how 
each got in  this predicament.

These seven separate stories and the 
action a t B irm ingham  make up “ The B ig  
Boxcar.”  W ritten  by a Southern white 
man, i t  is a novel o f social protest w ith  
unusual insights in to  the attitudes o f the 
common people o f the South.

I t  contains solid humor too. There is 
the Negro turpentine tapper’s story about 
a ta lk ing  dog tha t organized a boycott 
against the degrading business operations 
o f a local she riff. “ Now the Talking Dog 
didn’t  ta lk  much, tha t wasn’t  his way. 
He was what w hite  politicians call a con­
fiden tia l advisor, sort of. I f  he saw any­
body needed a word o f warning, he’d 
beckon the person aside and te ll him  
private, and make him  promise not to le t 
anybody know where he got the word...”

And there is the penetrating comedy 
o f the Negro ja n ito r who one day, under 
the influence o f marihuana, went to the

office where he worked and started acting 
like he had as many righ ts  as a white 
man.

The degradation, violence, cruelty and 
waste of the Southern way o f life  are 
treated frank ly . The Negroes’ f ig h t 
against racism is handled well. These 
themes have been dealt w ith  before, but 
in addition to the exciting narra tive  and 
the humor, there is something new in  
“ Boxcar.”  There are insights in to  white 
Southerners which seldom get in to p rin t.

The book does not leave the gloomy 
impression o f inevitable decay so com­
mon to the a rt is try  o f Southern whites, 
nor the fla t, pat picture o f bad and good 
whites often found in “ message”  novels 
on this subject. Here is the prejudiced 
Southern farm er whose struggle against 
the local banker is ju s t as inexorable, 
b itte r, and more violent, than tha t of his 
Negro counterparts. Here is a Jewish 
Southern white, torn  w ith in  him self on 
the race question. Here is a white 
professor who risks everything in  a 

’ blundering gesture against the racists, 
and a white ra ilroad worker who stops a 
lynching by quietly doing the r ig h t th ing  
at the r ig h t time.

“ The B ig Boxcar”  is an optim istic book 
and a welcome addition to the lite ra ture  
on the developing social upheaval in the 
South.

—  Fred Halstead
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Ark. NAACP Head Arrested

. . .  C.P. Heads Back Tammany s Ticket
(Continued from page 1) 

alone. The endorsements for 
W agner provide a grotesque pic­
ture of the “peoples’ coalition" 
which the CP tells us sprang up 
around W iigner. He was endorsed 
by both Ilearst papers in New  
York (M irro r and Journal-Amer- 
ican) as well as the more “dig­
nified” reactionary sheet, the 
W orld Telegram. The “coalition’ 
was rounded out w ith endorse­
ments by the liberal New York 
Post and the authoritative voice 
of W all Street, the New York 
Times. In  effect, Wagner was 
the single Big Business candi­
date, in the race. Christenberry 
did not really count.

In  the campaign the SWP  
hammered away at the Big Busi­
ness character of the Wagner 
administration. I t  demanded an 
end to the witch hunting of city 
employees. I t  put the spotlight 
on the administration’s record of 
service to the racists. I t  effec­
tively introduced a major peace 
issue into the campaign by de­
manding a city referendum on 
halting nuclear tests that would 
establish the precedent fo r a 
national poll on the issue. Over| 
radio and T V , the S W P  candi-1 
dates explained the need fo r a 
labor party and also drove home 
the need fo r socialism as the)

ultimate solution to the problems 
of labor and of the minority 
peoples. I t  is this type of cam­
paign th a t Charney and Davis 
designate as “counter-revolution- 
ary.”

W hat did the Communist Par­
ty do in the elections ? I t  ducked 
any frontal attack on W agner’s 
record. ( I t  did not “desire to 
m i n i m i z  e” his “accomplish­
ments.” ) In  the Councilmanic 
campaign fo r Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn, the CP leaders avoided 
a forth righ t indictment of the 
Big- Business politicians responsi­
ble fo r the lack of h o m  e 
schools and social services they 
were supposed to be campaign­
ing for.

W H IT E W A S H  JOB
On a city-wide basis, the CP 

did its best to whitewash the 
odious role of the Liberal Party  
leadership. The Liberal Party, 
say Davis and Charney, “has 
conducted a campaign on the 
issues.”

Throughout the campaign, the 
Daily W orker did not say a 
word about the reactionary po­
litics of David Dubinsky, A lex  
Rose and the other union bureau­
crats who head the Liberal 
Party. Forgotten is the fact 
that these people split their

unions from the American La­
bor P arty  on a red-baiting basis 
and that they stand today as 
one of the most rabidly anti- 
Soviet and pro-imperialist forces 
in the labor movement.

Presenting themselves in the 
election as “His Honor’s Loyal 
Opposition,” the Liberal Party  
bureaucrats “ exerted pressure” 
on W agner only within the 
fram ework of capitalist politics 
— that is, to increase their in flu ­
ence in relation to the Tam­
many machine in terms of pa­
tronage.

The Communist Party stand 
in the New York election bares 
the fraud of the “anti-monopo­
ly” coalition policy that shaped 
it. W ith  this policy, the CP 
leaders go hat in hand to the 
thoroughly capitalist-minded bu­
reaucrats. of the Liberal Party  
and join with them in a coali­
tion with the Daily News and 
M irro r crowd. A t the same time 
they reject and try  to smear a 
meaningful Electoral coalition 
with such individuals as V in ­
cent Hallinan, Mrs. C lifford T. 
McAvoy, the editors of the N a­
tional Guardian and others who 
united in support of the Social­
ist Workers ticket as a means 
of advancing the cause of inde­
pendent labor political action.

By Anne Chester 
Manager, Pioneer Publishers

T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  OF T H E  
M O N IS T  V IE W  OF H IS T O R Y  
( IN  D E F E N S E  O F M A- 
T E R IA L S M .) By G. V . Plek- 
hanov. 410 pp. $1.35.
Long unavailable in this coun­

try , this b rillian t study of the 
rise of m aterialist philosophy, 
beginning w ith the French  
materialists of the 18th Century, 
is an unusual bai-gain a t this 
price. Lenin said of it: “A
rem arkably logical and valuable 
exposition of dialectical m aterial-

T H E  ROOTS O F A M E R IC A N  
C O M M U N IS M . By Theodore 
Draper. 1957. 498 pp. $6.75. 
The f irs t detailed, extensively 

documented history of the fo r­
mative period of the Communist 
Party. Reviewing it  in the 
Summer 1957 issue of In terna­
tional Socialist Review, James 
P. Cannon, one of the founders 
of the Communist P arty  and now

chairman of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party, said, “ I t  belongs in 
the lib rary  of every socialist 
m ilitant.”

*  *  *

A U T O M A T IO N  A N D  SO CIAL  
PROGRESS. By S. L illey. 
1957. 225 pp. $3.25.
“Dr. L illey explodes the myth 

that the only reason capitalism  
does not make a massive turn  
to automation is because of 
prohibitive costs,'"’ said an Aug. 
12 review of this book in The 
M ilitant.

*  *  *

K A R L  L IE B K N E C H T . Man W ith  
out a Country. By K a rl W . 
Meyer. 1957. 180 pp. $3.25.
In  the generation since the 

assassination of this great revo­
lutionary leader there has been 
only one other biography of him  
w ritten  and it  has not been 
translated from  the German.
This new biography in English 
w ill f i l l  a deplorable gap in the 
bookcases of socialist-minded 
Americans.

Why Did the CIO 
Expel the CP?

Could the Communist P arty have avoided the ex­
pulsion o f the unions i t  dominated in  the CIO? The 
question is s till in dispute in Communist Party circles. 
M arx is t analysis reveals tha t the real sources of the 
sp lit wet-e much deeper than generally realized. Read 
Tom K e rry ’s review of a new book tha t assembles the 
facts. In the fa ll issue o f the International Socialist 
Review.

Send 35c for a copy

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N.Y.

BLAC K B O U R G E O IS IE . By E. 
Franklin  Frazier. 1957. 264
pp. $3.50 plus 15 cents for 
mailing costs. (O riginally  
$4.00).
A  searching examinati m of the 

economic position of the Negro, 
middle class and its pretensions 
—  social, cultural and political —  
to leadership of the Negro strug­
gle fo r equality. Ry one of 
Am erica’s outstanding sociol-1 
ogists. A  “must” book fo r all 
serious students.

T H E  S TR A N G E  C A R E ER  OF  
J IM  CROW . By C. Vann 
Woodward. 183 pp. $1.50
A  landmark book by a South­

ern disciple of Charles Beard. He 
shows that the pattern of segre­
gation as i t  exists in the South 
today is not “hundreds of yeans 
old” but dates from  the smash­
ing of the Negro and white Pop­
ulist movement a t the beginning 
of this century.

* * *

A M E R IC A N  L A B O R  STRUG ­
GLES. By Samuel Yellen. 1956, 
398 pp., $1.50 (paper).

Authoritative, fu lly  documented 
accounts of ten major and repre­
sentative labor 'battles in t h e  
U.S. in the period 1877 to 1934.

LABOR F R E E  A N  D SLA VE. 
Workingmen and the Anti-S lav­
ery. Movement in t h e  United 
States. By Bernard Mandel. 1955, 
256 pp., $1.00.

An original work that cleared 
up what had long been a cloudy 
historical problem: just where 
white workers and their organ­
ized movements stood on the 
fig h t against slavery. The New  
York D ra ft Riots. The National 
Labor Union and the National 
Colored Labor Union. An inval­
uable book fo r students of labor 
and Negro 'history.

*  *  *

(O rder the above from Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N . Y .)

Steel Firm 
Ducks SUB 
In Buffalo

B U FF A L O , Nov. 4 —  In  the 
face of growing layoffs, United 
Steel Workers Local 2604, one 
of the four giant locals of the 
Bethlehem Steel Company Lack­
awanna Plant, has appealed to 
their D istrict 4 leadership to 
check an unprecedented move by 
the company to cheat on the 
Supplementary Unemployment 
Benefits guaranteed them by the 
recent steel contract.

In  one of the departments hit 
hardest by layoffs, men w ith  as 
much as seven years’ rights were 
given slips toy the company and 
ordered to report to the Chev­
rolet Division of General Motors. 
(A t  the same time, i t  is reported 
the company is doing some hiring  
off the street. E lig ib ility  fo r  
SUB requires two years employ­
ment in the p lan t). The laid- 
o ff men were told refusal of 
these jobs would mean loss of 
SUB rights and the $36 weekly 
New Y ork State Unemployment 
benefits. This forced l a b o r  
scheme of Bethlehem in league 
with GM (which also has a SUB  
agreement under a contract w ith  
the United Auto W orkers) vio­
lates the long-existing practice 
of unemployed workers report­
ing to the New York State Em ­
ployment Service to find suit 
able work in line w ith their sk ills! 
and experience. Workers have I 
the rig h t under the law to refuse 
a job offer fo r any one of sev­
eral d ifferent reasons without 
forfeiting  benefits.

One worker who was forced 
to report to the Chevrolet Plant 
stated th a t he was a1 crane op­
erator (a  skilled job in steel) 
and is now working as a laborer 
at a sharp reduction in pay.

SUB was sold to the member­
ship as an answer to the serious 
problem of providing a year- 
round income fo r steel workers 
in the face of speed-up and lay­
off. However, in the firs t stages 
of layoff the company has a l­
ready probed and broken through 
a weak spot in the SUB clause 
in the steel workers contract by 
using the “forced labor” method 
cf reneging on SUB payments 
to the workers.

VO W  F IG H T
Local 2604 has gone on record 

that i t  w ill fig h t fo r the just 
treatm ent of la id-off workers. 
The membership have urged 
their grievance Committee to 
meet w ith committees from  the 
other three locals within the 
Betjilehem Plant to discuss the 
vital question of plant-wide se­
niority in layoffs and other press­
ing problems which the company 
is forcing on the m e n . The 
3;000-man membership of Local 
2604 is stirring under the press­
ure of the company’s “forced 
labor” plan. Production has con­
tinued to decline. Some depart­
ments are on four days. Bethle­
hem has shut down five of its 35 
open-hearth furnaces and rumors 
of a big layoff are spreading 
throughout the 20,000-man plant. 
As layoffs mount, the company 
w ill seek other loopholes in the 
contract to avoid payment of 
SUB benefits.
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Socialist and Millionaire 
Rivals in Canada Election

NOV. 2 —  Ross Dowson, prominent Canadian socialist 
put the capita list press into a white rage, Oct. 22, when 
he filed his candidacy fo r the Canadian parliament in the 
Hastings - Frontenac by-election, -p 
The capitalist politicians thought 
they had everything set. Sen­
ator George W hite resigned his 
seat in parliament to make room 
fo r t h e  conservative Sidney 
Smith, Canada’s M inister of
Foreign A ifa irs . W hite was
then elevated to t h e  Senate.
The Liberal and Commonwealth 
parties made no nominations,
thereby opening the d o o r  to 
Smith’s election by “ acclama­
tion.”

Just -before the deadline, Ross 
Dowson, editor of The Yvorkers 
Vanguard, filed  the $2*00 fee.
One daily paper howled, “Last 
minute nomination of Toronto 
Trotskyite Ross Dowson as a 
candidate . . . w ill cost Cana­
dian taxpayers an additional 
$9,000.” The daily papers also 
reported that Dowson had run 
a number of times for mayor of 
Toronto and polled about eleven 
percent of the vote. In  1949 
Dowson- got 23,645 votes, or 
19% of the vote.

Sidney W hite is a conserva­
tive w ith an anti-labor, anti- 
civil liberties record. When he 
was President of Toronto U n i­
versity he aroused a public 
storm by suggesting that high 
school teachers weed out those 
unsuited for university— “cram­
mers” and those “incapable of 
independent thinking” by the 
use of “secret reports,” a v ir­
tual spying' system. Smith met 
labor opposition by advocating 
compulsory “ national service 
training-,’ fo r high school grad­
uates.

Dowson is a worker who has 
devoted himself to the labor and 
socialist movements f o r  23 
years. As an active union m ili­
tant he participated in the 
struggles of the Steel W’orkers 
at the Acme Screw and Gear 
plant. He distinguished himself 
in World WTar I I  as one of the 
leaders of a soldiers’ protest 
movement against use of troops 
in civilian factories a t army  
rates of pay.

In  1346 Dowson was elected 
national secretary of the Rev­
olutionary Workers Party and 
is presently a leading spokes­
man fo r the Socialist Educa­
tional League.

Since filing  his candidacy

By Henry Gitano
NEW  YORK —  Mrs. Daisy Bates, heroic leader o f 

the nine Negro students, told the L it t le  Rock story to an 
overflow assemblage o f 2,500 persons jam m ing the aisles,
balconies, stairwells a n d  en-(. 
trances of New Y ork’s W illiams 
Institutional Church on Nov. 3.
Mrs Bates spoke by long dis­
tance t e l e p h o n e  amplified 
through loudspeakers instead of 
a scheduled personal appearance 
The courageous figh ter h a d  
flown back to L ittle  Rock from  
New York to surrender to po­
lice who arrested her and the 
74-year-old Rev. J. C. Crenshaw 
fo r violating a new city ordi­
nance requiring the N A A C P  to 
disclose its membership lists.

Ross Dowson has been cam­
paigning on a program of oppo­
sition to the imperialist foreign 
policy of Canada. He urges a 
ban on nuclear tests, a break 
with the N A TO  w ar pact and a 
reduction of armament expendi­
tures, diverting these millions 
into housing, health and other 
social needs of the Canadian 
people.

Calendar 
Of Events

Detroit
Friday, Nov. 15, * 8  P.M . —  

“Brainwashing —  U.S. Style.” 
3737 Woodward. Ausp.: Friday  
N ight Socialist Forum.

New York 
Bazaar

The New York School of So­
cial Science announces that its 
Annual Christmas Bazaar w ill be 
held Saturday, December 14, at 
116 University Place.

A ll our friends are urged to 
contribute their white elephants 
such as precious stones, jewelry, 
electric appliances, end tables, 
last year’s fu r coat (m ink, chin­
chilla, beaver or rabbit w ill be 
pccepled), books, records, ob­
jects of art. Solicit those trades 
people you regularly do business 
with for a contribution of food, 
clothing, wine, candy, furniture, 
etc. I f  you can’t bring in the 
merchandise, call A L  5-7852 and 
arrange fo r a pickup.

New York Youth
Friday, Nov. 15, 8 P.M . —  

“The Power E lite ” by C. W righ t 
M ills. Reviewer: Michael H a r­
rington, National Chairman, 
Young Socialist League. Adelphi 
H all, 74 F ifth  Ave. Contribu­
tion 50c.

•
Chicago

Friday, Nov. 15, 8:15 P.M . —
—  The M ilitan t Labor -Forum 
presents Howard Mayhew speak­
ing on “The F a ll of Zhukov.” 
777 West Adams St.

•
Seattle

Saturday, Niov. 16, 8:30 P.M.
—  M urry Weiss w ill speak on \ 
the future of American Social-' 
ism. The meeting w ill be held a t j  

the Frye D rive-In  Hotel, Parlor! 
B., 3rd and Yesler. A  social w ill 
be held a fte r the meeting a t the 
party headquarters, 655 M ain St.

New York
Sunday, Nov. 17, 8 P.M. —  

“Sputnik —  Its Political Con­
sequences.” Speaker: Ray Spar­
row. Auspices: M ilitan t Labor
Forum, 116 University PI. Con­
tribution: BOc.

A T T A C K S  O R D IN A N C E
Mrs. Bates and the NA AG P  

are challenging this legal in tim i­
dation, and are demanding through 
the federal courts, a ban on its ] 
enforcement. Mrs. Bates ex­
plained that the iMAACP could 
not release the names because 
they would get into the hands of 
wmte - supremacy terrorists in 
L ittle  Rock. M r. L . C. Bates said 
that lie had personal knowledge 
“ that persons identified publicly 
with the N A A C P  have lost their 
jobs and been subjected to har­
assment. I  have Had three crosses 
burned on my lawn and a bottle 
tnrown through my window.”

In  her inspiring address to 
the mass ra lly  here, Mrs. Bates 
spoke from  the vantage point 
oi a leading participant in the 
L ittle  R o c k  integration tigh t. On 
■Sept. Z3, nine Negro children 
met a t her home. iVlrs. Bates 
described courage tempered with  
understanding: "w h ile  we waited, 
the radio gave a vivid descrip­
tion of the mob that had grown 
larger in number, and more vi­
cious in its attitude. Vet, these 
children never once said, ‘Maybe 
we shouid not go today.’

“As the time drew near, 1 
turned my attention to the par­
ents, looKing JLor a sign oi w e a K -  
ening. A  quietness had suddenly 
spread throughout the room. A 
mother or la m e r would lower his 
head as it’ in silent prayer. That 
morning, I  observed courage 
rarely seen in a iuecime. 1 r e a l ­
ized tnat these parents repre­
sented the spirit ot the new 
South, and in a quiet and dig­
nified manner, were serving no­
tice on America that we are a 
determined people, w illing to pay 
tne price tnat our cimuren migntj 
enjoy true democracy

M U R D E R  SCARE
Mrs. Bates recalled how short­

ly belore midnignt on -Sept. '¿¿, 
police intercepted a "caravan of 
more than 100 cars within a 
radius oi two blocKs from  our 
home. In  the cars was enough 
dynamite to blow our home to 
bits. . . A  little  later that night 
the telephone rang. Someone1' 
said: ‘We have just nad our xirst 
Killing in L ittle  Rock, and you 
are responsible, 'there w ill be 
more beiore day.’ M y heart stood 
still.” Fortunately, the reported 
murder proved ialse.

But in that moment, recalled 
Mrs. Bates, “I  became bitter for 
the f irs t time. I  hated every­
thing for which America stood;
I  hated these people who had 
apparently burned the Constitu­
tion of the U. S. when they 
placed fiery  crosses on the lawn 
of our home; I  hated these so- 
called liberals who were too 
afraid  of- their social positions 
to speak out clearly and ‘firm ly ;
I  hated the moderates. . . Most 
of all I  hated the frightened and 
complacent Negro of the -South, 
and the contented Negro of the 
North. I  walked into my bed­
room and cried: ‘How much can 
a people stand?’ ”

M rs. Bates remains undaunted. 
She promised that “ the efforts 
to stifle our organization w ill 
be met in ’ the courts,’ and she 
assured the audience that re­
gardless of the outcome of the 
campaign to smash the N A A C P  
in Arkansas, “the struggle for 
integration w ill go on and will 
triumph.”

O ffic ia lly , iMrs. Bates is presi­
dent of the Arkansas NA ACP, 
she is also co-editor w ith her

Eastland Hounds 
Little Rock Woman

Mrs. Grace Lorch, a white 
woman, defied the w rath of 
L ittle  Rock mobsters to com­
fo rt 15-year-old Elizabeth 
Eckford on a bench until the 
bus came, a fte r Governor Fau- 
bus’ arm y kept the Negro 
student out of school. On Oct. 
29, Senator Eastland’s Senate 
Interna) Security Subcommit­
tee investigating “communism 
in the South” threatened Mrs. 
Lorch with charges o f con­
tempt. Mrs. Lorch who stated 
“ I  am here under protest” at 
every question, countered the 
racist w itch-hunter: “The only 
subversive activities. I  know 
about are the ones Sen. East­
land and hisi crowd are engag­
ing in. W e’ve had a good case 
of them in L ittle  Rock, unfor­
tunately.”

husband of tjie Arkansas State- 
Press, the state’s largest Negro 
weekly, but she is a great deal 
more than that. Both she and 
M r. L. C. Bates are fighters—  
their lives are committed to the 
struggle fo r equal rights. They  
began in 194:1 by challenging 
white police brutality. L ater the 
State-Press denounced the A r ­
kansas “rig ht to work’ ’ law as 
a “ right to scab” law and urged 
Negro workers to join trade 
unions.

F O U G H T  F R A M E -U P  
O F U N IO N IS T S

A fte r a scab had killed a pick­
et, Negro labor leaders at one 
of the local oil companies were 
arrested. The State-Press blasted 
away w ith fiery  headlines: “F T A  
Strikers 'Sentenced to Pen by a 
Hand Picked Jury — S tate Law  
Used to Intim idate Negro La­
bor.” Both M r. and Mrs. Bates 
wound up in a ja il cell for con­
tem pt of court fo r having dared 
tell the tru th  about the trial.

W hile t e s t i f y i n g  in the 
N A A G P ’s suit fo r L ittle  Rock 
school integration, Mrs. Bates 
leaned forw ard  in the witness 
chair and told C atlett, one of 
the racist school board a tto r­
neys: “You addressed me several 
times this morning by my firs t  
name. T hat is something that is 
reserved for my intimate friends 
and my husband. You w ill re­
fra in  from  calling me Daisy 
again.” Catlett could only stam­
mer: “ W ell I  won’t  call you any­
thing then.”

Socialist Workers 
Party
On TV

Sun., Nov. 17 —  Noon to 
12:30

W A B D -T V  —  Channel 5 
“ Between the Lines” 

Program

H ear Joyce Cowley, SW P  
candidate for M ayor of New  
York in recent elections, and 
others.

Russian Youth
(An Eyewitness Report by a 
British participant in the 
recent W orld Youth Festival 
in Moscow)

By Maurice Pelter
(A  Peter F ryer Newsletter 

Pamphlet)

15 pages 10c

Order from  
P IO N E E R  P U B LIS H E R S  

116 University Piace 
New York 3, N . Y .
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