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Communist Party Is Rocked
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I t  is two years since the Supreme Court handed down 
its  decision against school segregation. Instead of picking 
up speed and scope the actual desegregation of Jim Crow
schools has run into a roadblock. 
In bhe border regions desegrega
tion has slowed down and in the 
Deep South i t  never even began.

The Supreme Court decision 
was the greatest legal victory 
ever Won by the National Asso
ciation fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People. A t the same time 
i t  has demonstrated the inade
quacy of tlie NAAOP’s traditional 
mdtfhods of struggle against Jim 
Crow. These methods are law
suits and lobbying. The situation 
tha t now confronts the Negro 
people w ill not yield to either 
method. The NAACP is thus le ft 
without any means of bringing to 
realization in fact what i t  won in 
words in the courtroom.

Consider the lawsuit situation. 
The racist governors, legislatures 
and school boards of the South 
have already passed, or have up 
their Sleeves, 101 legal gimmicks 
to prevent integration. The moists 
boast that they can prevent 
desegregation by litigation for 
100 years. And the observer is 
compelled to admit they can — 
i f  the fight is confined to the 
courtrooms.

RACIST COUNTER
OFFENSIVE

court into a toothless implementa
tion decisoin and has half-con
vinced the rest of the country 
that school desegregation is im 
passible in the South. A;t the 
same time the racists have 
strengthened their already power
ful grip on Congress and their 
influence in both the Democratic 
and Republican parties.

The NAACP’s lobbying efforts 
not only have borne no fru it  but 
have been dismissed more con
temptuously by the politicians 
th!is year than ever before.

The Montgomery boycott shows 
that the Negro people themselves 
found the lawsuit-lobbying pro
gram of the NA.A.CP inadequate. 
They took the path of mass 
action. Its effectiveness is w it
nessed not only by tlhe empty 
buses but by the inability of the 
White Citizens Council officials 
of Montgomery to smash the 
movement and by the inspiring 
effect i t  has had upon the Negro 
people and their white allies 
throughout the country.

The heroic example of Mont
gomery unavoidably poses fo r the 
NAACP convention the question 
of adopting the powerful weapon 
of mass action.

The legal preparation of the 
white-supremacists is but one 
aspect of the counter-offensive 
they launched following the 
Supreme Court decision. They 
have frightened into silence 
So'.'ft'h&ro labor, ■ liberals and 
‘‘moderates”  and now claim to 
speak as the voice of the “united'’ 
South.

This voice intimidated the high

POLITICAL ROAD BLOCK
But mass action, effective as 

i t  is, w ill not solve the great 
question facing the Negro people 
unless i t  is joined to a broad 
overall program. And that pro
gram must deal with the key 
question — how to break the poli
tical roadblock preventing. dese- 

(Continued on page 41

Brooklyn Symposium 
To Discuss Elections

NEW YORK — Four d istinct points of view on 
“ W orking Class Policy in the 1956 Elections” w ill be 
discussed at a symposium next Sunday sponsored by the
Brooklyn Compass Club. The 
speakers w ill be Farrell Dobbs, 
Socialist Workers Party presi
dential candidate, W. E. B. Du- 
Rois, noted scholar and Progres
sive Party candidate for U.S. 
Senator in 1950, David Goldway, 
executive secretary o f the Jeffer
son School, and Clifford T. Mc- 
Avoy, former American Labor 
Party candidate for Governor and 
Mayor of New York.

A lively debat e is assured since 
the speakers w ill present con
flic ting  policies' in the 1956 elec
tions.

FOR SOCIALIST AMERICA
'Dobbs stand's opposed to class 

collaboration. The main plank in 
his election platform is further
ance of the class struggle of 
bhe workers through independent 
political action. He advocates 
formation of a Labor Party, 
regarding this as a step toward 
the establishment of socialism in 
America.

Dobbs says his candidacy gives 
all those who believe in socialism 
a chance to vote in line with 
their principles. It  gives all those 
who belive in independent labor 
political action a chance to 
register their desire for an inde
pendent party of Labor, and all 
those who oppose the present b i
partisan policies of the Demo
crats and Republicans a chance to 
oppose this political monopoly.

DuBois advocates a boycott of 
the 1-956 presidential election. In 
an article in the March 26 Na
tional Guardian, after rejecting 
both the Democrats- and Repub
licans as pro-war and pro-Jim 
Crow, he said: “ The result of the 
election I  cannot change, but I 
can at le>ast refuse to condone it. 
I  can stay at home and let fools 
traipse to the polls. I call this 
sfftdown strike the only recourse 
of honest men today so fa r as 
the presidency' is concerned."

THE CP LINE
Goldway, as an official of th ' 

Jefferson School, w ill presumiabl; 
favor the electoral policy of th* 
Communist Party. That policy is 
that the Republicans must be

FARRELL DOBBS

defeated at all costs, and the only 
practical way to do this is to 
vote fo r . the Democratic Party, 
even though on all key issues 
their policies are identical with 
the Republicans. This w ill prob
ably be the only out-and-out class 
collaborationist viewpoint at the 
Sunday symposium.

McAvoy, a leading non-Stalinist 
in Progressive party circles took 
his public stand against the 
Stalinist policy of supporting the 
Democrats in a letter published 
in the Oct. 10. 1955 National 
Guardian. He said: “ Let us have 
an end now to coalition w ith  
advocates of cold war, enemies 
of labor and the Bill of Rights, 
and friends of Jim Crow.”  He 
has not yeit publicly stated bis 
alternative.

The appearance of Dobbs and 
Goldway w ill mark the first time 
in history in the New York area 
that prominent Trotskyist and 
Stalinist spokesmen shared the 
same platform.

The symposium w ill be held 
Sunday, June 24 at 8 P. M. at the 
Sunrise Manor, 1638 Pitkin 
Manor, Brooklyn.

High Court 
lim its Firing 
Of "Risks”

The U.S. Supreme Court on 
June 11 knocked another chip 
o ff the police-state edifice built 
up during the administrations 
of Democrat Truman and Repub
lican Eisenhower. This was done 
in a six-three decision declaring 
the procedures of the “ loyalty”  
purge illegal when used against 
government workers in '’non- 
sensitive’’ jobs.

The decision is important in 
that over half» of the “ security 
risk” firings to date have been 
of employes in jobs without the 
remotest connection w ith secur
ity, classified documents or poli- 

■cy making. These witch-hunt 
victims can now bring lawsuits 
to regain their jobs and back 
pay.
HIKING ’’SUBVERSIVE”

The ruling dame in the case 
of Kendrick M. Oole. a former 
employe of the Federal Food 
and Drug Administration, fired 
because of alleged association 
with Nature Friends of Amer
ica. This organization, which 
went iri fo r hiking and outdoor 
life, is on the Attorney General’s 
“subversive”  list. Cole, a vet
eran, appealed his fir in g  to the 
Civil Service Commission.'

Under the ■ Veterans- Prefer
ence Act, o i: 194.4-'he was entitled 
to such an appeal. However, the 
government ruled that Eisen
hower’s “ loyalty”  purge execu
tive order, issued in accordance 
with a 1950 witch-hunt law, su
perseded Cole’s rights under the 
Veterans Preference Act,

It is possibly significant that 
on April 20 of this year the 
U.S. Court of Appeals in Wash
ington, D.C.; ruled that the gov
ernment’s firing  of James Kutch- 
er, the legless veteran, from a 
job in the Veterans Administra
tion, because of admitted mem
bership in the Socialist Work
ers Party, also violated the Vet
erans Preference Act.
PROCEDURES AFFECTED

The June 11 Supreme Court 
ruling does not outlaw the “ loy
a lty”  purge, -nor does i t  even 
say that ■ government, workers 
in "non-sensitive” ' -  jobs cannot 
be fired fo r their political be
liefs or associations. I t  merely 
declares that the procedures 
used violate by their a rb itra ri
ness civil service laws which still 
apply in “ non-sensitive”  job cate
gories.

I t  remains to be seen i f  the 
administration w ill honestly com
ply with the decision, or, as in 
the case of maritime screening, 
simply redraft its regulations 
to continue its "loyalty”  purge 
but using different words.

Jobless Lines in  D e tro it

A common sight in the auto capital, Detroit, is the long lines of jobless outside unemployment 
compensation offices (top). Bottom picture shows unemployed auto workers filing applications 
for state unemployment compensation. Michigan's unemployed topped 220,000 at end of May. 
Over 90 per cent of auto jobless are ineligible for supplementary unemployment payments from com
panies because of loopholes in United Auto Workers contracts.

REPORT REVOLTS IN SOVIET PRISON 
CAMPS FOLLOWING 20TN CONGRESS

By Fred Hart
New strikes and demonstrations 

have occurred in the slave labor 
camps of the Soviet Union. 
Latest details come from a ref
ugee, now in Israel, who was 
recently a prisoner in a Siberian 
camp some 600 miles from 
Tomsk.

According to U.S. News and 
World Report (June 8) when 
news of the new anti-Stalin line of 
the 20th Congress reached this 
camp, the prisoners staged great 
demonstrations. Their slogan 
was: release of “ victims of Stal
in’s repression.”  As the strike 
snowballed they seized the camp 
commander and marched on two 
other camps to bring them out 
on strike. Troops were used to 
quell the demonstrators and 
about 200 strikers were killed,

the refugee reports.
The concentration camps with 

their estimated 15 million pris
oners are one of the politically 
most explosive elements in the 
USSR. In August 1953 a great 
general strike, triggered by the 
news of the East German up
rising, broke out in the Arctic 
Circle camps around Vorkuta. 
For a month 25,000 prisoners 
held the whole Stalinist regime 
at hay. Sympathy fo r the strik
ers was expressed by Red Army 
soldiers and camp guards. Sim
ilar strikes have since taken 
place in other camps in the 
USSR all the way across the 
continent to the Pacific Ocean.

The most active organizers of 
the Vorkuta strikes were im
prisoned members of the ITL, 
an underground youth group, 
whose initials stand for Rus

sian . words meaning "True 
Works of Lenin.” The program 
of this organization is hnti-capi- 
talist and anti-Stalinist and ap
parently very close to Trotsky
ism. Another important group in 
organizing the concentration 
camp strikes was a pacifist-so
cialist group known by the nick
name "Monashki,’’ i.e. " little  
monks.”

TROTSKYISTS STILL HELD 
In April the Kremlin announced 

that in 18 months i t  would re
vamp the system of. concentra
tion camps in remote parts of 
Siberia and Central Asia. More
over, there have, already been 
some prisoners released. None 
of these, however, are known to 
include Trotskyists imprisoned 
since the ea rly1930 ’s, o f the 
Leninist or pacifist youth groups.

SWP to Fight Ballot Ban Threat
DETROIT — For the third time 

in four years, the right of the So
cialist Workers Party to be on the 
Michigan ballot, is under attack.

The danger exisits that, after 
complying w ith the legal require
ments. i t  may be barred from the 
ballot, this year by administrative 
decision. A ruling is now being 
weighed by Secretary o f State 
Hare, a liberal Democrat elected 
with labor’s support.

In 1952, when the Michigan 
'legislature adopted the notorious 
Trucks Act, the Attorney General 
(a Republican) roiled that bhe act 
applied to the SWP and sum
marily ordered that it  be denied 
a place on the ballot, even though 
i t  had already submitted the 
required number of nominating 
petitions.

1952 COURT FIGHT
The SWP and its presidential 

candidate. Farrell Dobbs, then 
had to go to court to regain their 
place on the 1952 ballot. I t  was 
also necessary to continue litiga
tion until February, 1954, before 
the Attorney General finally stip
ulated in court that he had no 
case against the SWP and agreed 
to quit try ing to apply bhe Trucks

Act- against jt> (Just a few weeks 
ago the state supreme count 
finally ruled that the Tracks Act 
is unconstitutional, a® the SWP 
had contended all along.)

The second attempt came in 
1955, when a bill was introduced 
in Lansing to amend the election 
law so that minority parties 
would have to get 7Vi times as 
many nominating petitions as 
previously. This move was finally 
dropped under the pressure of 
public opinion, led by the labor 
movement, after a public hearing 
in March, 1955.

The background of the third 
and present threat to the SWP’r  
ballot rights is as follows:

On April 5, the SWP filed over 
12.000 signatures for a place on 
the 1956 ballot. The deadline for 
filing was May 5, but the peti
tions were submitted early in ac
cord with a practice that has be
come customary: Petitions are
turned in early so that i f  some of 
them are held to be faulty the 
submitting party can have time 
to replace them.

This year, however, the odffjce 
of the state director of elections 
failed, despite many requests and 
reminders, to inform the SWP

that there was any complain' 
about its petitions until three 
days before the deadline. Even 
on such short notice, the SWP 
turned in another 2,400 signature: 
on May 5. Had it'been given the 
customary notice, i t  wo Id easily 
have turned in two or three time 
that many supplementary signa
tures.

No decision has been made yet 
in Lansing. But the press reports 
that the authorities, * although 
they have not finished their check 
of the petitions, are considering 
barring the Socialist Workers 
Party and Socialist Labor Party 
on the alleged ground that their 
petitions are faulty or inadequate.

I f  this happens, thousands of 
Michigan voters would be dis
franchised as effectively as Ne
groes are barred from the ballot 
in the South.- It would mean that 
working class parties traditionally 
on the ballot here can be barred 
through administrative action 
after two attempts to bar them 
bv law had failed.

W ILL COS’ DUCT CAMPAIGN
The present Attorney General 

(a Democrat) has ruled that, the 
decision affecting m inority par

ties must be made by the Sec
retary of State. For the first time 
in several decades this port is 
now held by a Democrat, and a 
liberal Democrat at that. This is 
also the first time in many year 
that m inority party petition’ 
have encountered any challenge.

While awaiting the Secretary 
of State’s decision, the SWP ha. 
already decided that i t  w ill ' : 
necessary seek court action to 
keep its place on the ballot, and 
that, i f  all else fails, i t  w ill s til’ 
conduct a vigorous write-in cam
paign on a revolutionary social is. 
platform this year.

To Subscribe
To subscribe to The Militant 

send your name and address to 
The M ilitant, 116 University 
Place, New York 3, N. Y. En
close 83 for one year’s sub
scription or SI-50 for 6 months.

And while you’re about it, 
why not take out a subscrip
tion for a friend ? Help spread 
the truth by widening the cir
culation of America’s leading 
socialist weekly.

Leadership’s Attempt 
To Divert 'Stalin Cult’ 
Discussion Blown Up

By Daniel Roberts
Reaction of the U.S. S talin ist leaders to the Khrush

chev revelations about Stalin has been made up of the 
follow ing ingredients: ^

(1) High indignation over 
Stalin’s <mimes. (2) Breast-beat
ing, about their past cover-up fo r 
the sinister dictator. (The June 8 
Daily Worker pleads i t  was 
“wholly ignorant that th e s e  
crimes had been committed,”  but 
engages in self - criticism fo r 
haying denounced as “ enemies- of 
the working class” those “ who 
told tihe truth about them.") (3)
Pointing to their record of par
ticipation in the class struggle 
in the U.S. in extenuation.
(4) Assurance that ‘‘gigantic 
transformations”  have already 
taken place and a call for yet 
more changes in the Soviet Union.
(5) A-new call fo r a. regroup- 
ment of radicals in the U.S. 
leading to the building of a mass 
party of socialism.

The U.S. CP leaders have 
moved far away from their in itia l 
formulas “ downgrading" Stalin.
A t that time Foster and other 
>aitty spokesmen pleaded fo r a 
“balanced” judgment of Stalin’s 
historical role, “ in  historical per
spective we must assess Sitalin as 
one who made important con
tributions to the building of So
cialism in the USSR, but who 
ieparted from certain important;
Leninist concepts in l a t e r  
rears. . .”  Such is the evaluation 
given by Max Weiss, National 
B duration Director of the CP. a'
‘he party's national committer 
meeting, April 284May 1. Hie 
report, printed as a pamphlet 
ipoeared at the same time as the 
publication of the Khrushchev 
-•peeah.

RAPID SHIFT
The Stalinists are now keeping 

awfully quiiet about Stalin’s 
alleged “ important contributions.”
•Khrushchev’s revelations le ft n 
room for them any more. Instead 
'he ,T. me 6 Daily Worker speak

Myra Weiss Talks 
On Soviet Events
Myra Tanner Weiss, Social

ist Workers Party candidate 
fo r, vice-president, now on a 
coast-to-coast campaign tour, 
is addressing public meetings 
on the recent sensational So
viet developments.

The meetings provide the op
portunity to hear and discuss a 
Trotskyist analysis .o f the 
recently published Khrushchev 
speech to the 20th Congress of 
the Soviet Communist Party. 
Watch The Militant for the 
date when she w ill be in your 
city. She w ill next speak in 
Cleveland, Saturday, June 23, 
at. 8 P. M., at 10609 Superior 
Avenue. The occasion is an 
Ohio Election Rally.

editorially about “ a monstrous 
perversion of socialist principles 
u-ndor Stalin’s brutal rule." So 
rapidly .have the U.S* CP chiefs 
shifted their expression® and 
terminology inside a few brief 
days.

Just the same, the U.S. CP 
leaders are no more inclined than 
two months ago to answer burn
ing questions posed by their own 
members at the very start of the 
discussion about the Stalin cult. 
The members asked: “ What were 
Khrushchev and his associates 
doing while Stalin was commit-, 
ting his crimes? Why did the 
American -CP leaders shield these 
crimes? What guarantees are 
there -that the crimes won’t be 
repeated?"

These questions lead straight 
to a fundamental examination of 
Stalinism — its basic political 
program and its social origin.

But. this examination is just 
(Continued on page 4)

Ask Khrushchev Reply 
To Widow of Trotsky
John Gates 
Editor Daily Worker

We cah upon you to jo in  us in demanding tha t the 
government of the Soviet. Union reply to the message of 
Natalia Trotsky, sent Feb. 20, requesting that the names
of her late husband Leon Trotsky T> -------------------------
and her son Sedov be cleared b> 
reviewing the slanders and. frame 
ups perpetrated against them in 
the Moscow trials of the Thirties. 
Her request that she receive in
formation about the fate of her 
youngest son. Serge Sedov, who 
was last reported to be in Stalin’* 
orison camps, also deserve- 
vigorous support.

Justice demanded that Natali; 
Trotsky’s request should bav< 
been granted forthwith. Instead 
months of rude and disloyo 
bureaucratic silence bas beer 
maintained. •

FRAME-UP VICTIMS
Khrushchev's speech to th- 

closed session o-f the •20-th Cor 
grass establishes once and for a’ 
hat Trotsky, Sedov and all th 

principal defendants in the Mos 
cow Trials were victims of mor 
strous frame-ups based on cor 
ies-s'ons extorted, through torture

In'the light of these admission 
how can the refusal to prompt 1 
and honestly reply to Nlat-alr 
Trotsky’s request, be supported

Trotsky’s name has been drag 
ged in the mud by the Stalin« 
movement for decades. His pc 
litical co-workers and comrade 
were systematically villified an 
murdered. The frame-up cam 
paign against Trotsky and Tre> 
syism was international in scope

May we remand you that yo 51- 
paper and the Communist Party 
of the U.S. vigorously participat
ed in  this campaign.

The Daily Worker has now 
editorially declared that its past 
attitude was “blind and uncritical.” 
We also note that the Daily 
Worker o-f April 2 asserted the 
■‘righ t to demand that the in
vestigations in Hungary [about 
bhe Rajk frame-up] and the 
Soviet Union shall be fu ll and 
’omiplete and shall bring to hook 
.-hose responsible for injustice, no 
matter how high their position 
was or is.”

These demands of the Daily 
Worker on the Soviet Government 
are fu lly  justified. The fact that 
they have been greeted with dead, 
silence, as Natalia Trotsky's 
■«quest was received, should not 
-esuilt in discouragement of such 
efforts. For 30 years we Trot
skyists have fought fo r the truth 
vbout Stalin’s crimes. Now, after 
‘hree decades, wen Khrushchev is 
leing forced to admit the truth 
under the pressure o f the Soviet 
corking class resurgence.

We think i t  is your duty to 
upport Natalia Trotsky's request 

for justice and we urge you to do 
so without delay.

Marry Weiss
Editor, The M ilitant



The Negro Struggle
By Jean Blake

The 47th animal convention of the Na
tional Association fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People opens in  San Francisco on 
June 26th. Developments in  the world 
struggle and in  the U.S. struggle fo r the 
advancement o f colored people are a t a 
stage tha t could make th is  the most his
torica lly significant gathering in  the or
ganization’s history.
. Abroad, the colonial masses are demon

stra ting  the ir determ ination to end im 
peria list ru le and exploitation. A t home, 
the Southern Negroes have entered the 
arena in combat against Jim  Crow in the ir 
own name, w ith  mass action. This is the 
decisive new facto r in  the situation. 1 
the delegates recognize it, th is year’6 con
vention w ill re-evaluate some o f its  old 
policies in  the lig h t o f Montgomery and 
Tallahassee.

This year in particular, the NAACP 
should consider how its  po litica l action 
program can be qualitative ly changed so 
th a t the power o f the masses, already 
demonstrated through boycotts and other 
actions on the economic fie ld, can acquire 
Effective politica l expression.

The Negro masses have already laid the 
groundwork fo r independent action on the 
politica l fie ld. A fte r the sadistic murder c- 
Emmett T ill and other te rro ris tic  out
breaks by white supremacists in  Missis
sippi, th is  country saw the most massive 
and miMtant nation-wide protest demon
strations in  decades. In  Montgomery, 
mere protest was transform ed in to effec
tive  organized action th a t raised the move- 
jnent to  new heights o f solidarity and self- 
iconfidence. These are the things tha t have 
inade c iv il righ ts  the paramount issue in 
the  1956 presidential election campaign.

W hat can the NAACP do to make the 
most o f th is  favorable situation ?

ns MILITANT
The old policy and program fo r poMica’’ 

action is not suited fo r th is  new situation 
In  the South the NAACP has conducted 
court tests fo r the r ig h t to vote; in  north 
em industria l centers, campaigns to induce 
Negroes to register and vote; and in the 
national and some state capitals, lobbying 
fo r legislative reforms. B ut tha t is all. 
The NAACP has been o ffic ia lly  non-par
tisan. I t  has tried to coax or threaten 
politicians, hu t not select or control them 
The result has been some crumbs fo r ? 
privileged few, but no c iv il righ ts legis
la tive gains fo r the Negro masses as a 
whole.

This type and, method o f politica l action 
was tolerable only so long as the m ajority 
o f colored people were isolated in  rural 
areas in  the South. W hat could a lone Ne
gro do in a southern plantation county? 
Nothing. So the NAACP could plead, coax, 
pray and b lu ff, like union representatives 
in  an unorganized industry who know they 
have no power to back them up.

But industria lization and mechanization 
have pushed thousands and thousands of 
Negroes o ff the land and massed them in 
cities and towns -where they have dis
covered the strength o f organized num
bers, the methods and tactics of class 
straggle.

The next step is to recognize th a t of 
fic ia l “ non-partisanship”  consisting of 
abstention from  endorsing candidates, has 
been a back-handed way of endorsing wha' 
some leaders consider the lesser o f two 
evils.

Now tha t Negro masses have demon 
strafed they can be organized fo r unite"' 
positive action, it  is tim e fo r the NAACP 
to give a d iffe re n t content to its  “ non 
parti sanship.”

(Continued next week.)
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Labor’s Role Not Taught
By Della Rossa

A v iv id  picture confirm ing the point rarely
made in The M ilita n t recently tha t the 
school system has long been an instru
ment of capita list class propaganda ap
pears in  the May 24th issue o f Kenosha 
Labor, a Wisconsin organ of the AFL- 
CIO.

A  New York school teacher, whose name 
was withheld to prevent retaliation, points 
out tha t the average school child knows 
nothing o f the contribution o f labor in 
build ing our country, “ or o f the sacrifices 
o f ordinary working men and women who, 
through struggles and strikes, made 
possible our eight-hour day and our pres
ent ‘high standard of liv ing .’ ”

“ Not machines,”  she writes, “ but or
ganized labor have given to the American 
people the leisure and the luxuries o f 
which we are so ju s tly  proud.”

From the schools, she says, the child 
w ill get the impression tha t “ labor”  is a 
racketeering o u tfit tha t stubbornly refuses 
to  meet management halfway, composed of 
people who callously cut o ff m ilk and coal 
supplies.

The kids are taught to want to become 
business men, but in  our increasingly 
monopolistic economy th is is an unrealistic 
goal and can only lead to frustra tion  and a 
feeling o f fa ilure. “ Inab ility  to achieve the 
goal o f economic ‘success’ is regarded as 
personal defect, a flaw  in one’s psyche!,”  
she writes.
, Your child w ill learn about Ford or W alt 
Disney, th is  school teacher a ffirm s, but

about labor o ffic ia ls such as 
Gompers, Lewis and Green, “ and never 
about the union organizer, the shop 
steward or the Jimmy H iggins on the 
picket lin e !”

“ Every year,”  she relates, “ the Board of 
Education o ffic ia lly  sponsors an essay con
test ran by the Chamber o f Commerce 
Last year’s topic was: ‘How Individual 
Enterprise Has Helped Make America 
Great.’

“ When other organizations wanted to 
ran another contest on the subject of 
‘How Cooperation Has Helped Make 
America Great’ the request was turner 
down by the New York C ity Superintend
ent of Schools, W iliam  A. Jansen.”

Our unnamed school teacher makes th is 
im portant point in her a rtic le : Labor has 
become increasingly aroused to what’s hap 
pening in the schools. This interest musl 
not be confined to techniques and condi
tions such as over-crowding. The content 
is the basic question.

Akron is one point where organize? 
labor has been aroused to question th 
very content o f public education. This c it\ 
is one of ten in  the country being used in s 
p ilo t project by the anti-labor “ Joint Coun 
cil on Economic Education”  o f New Y orl 
which was set up by B ig Business tf 
in tensify the drive to teach the “ joys of 
free enterprise”  to  school kids. Akron labor 
has countered th is  by organizing a Joint 
AFL-CIO Committee bn Schools and 
Education to “ combat business pressure.’

Stalin a Felon 
- -  But Right! 
Says Strong

By W illiam  Bundy 
NEW YORK, June 13 — “ Sta

lin committed errors, abuses, and 
even crimes, i f  you care to use 
that word,”  said Anna Louise 
Strong at a Stalinist sponsored 
meeting here llast night, “ but 
the balance sheet of the Stalin 
era is definitely on the plus 
side.”  She spoke at a meeting 
under the auspices of the Na
tional Council of American So
viet Friendship on “ Latest De
velopments in the Soviet Union.”  

For three decades now, Anna 
Louise Strong has made a pro
fession a t apologizing fo r the 
crimes of Stalin and Stalinism. 
In spite of the revelations of 
the Khrushchev speech, she 
hasn’t  yet been able to break 
the habit.

Her speech last night followed 
almost word fo r word, the a rti
cle she wrote in the A p ril issue 
of her news letter Today, which 
came out before the Khrushchev 
speech was published.

FINDS STALIN MODEST
In that article she said “ From 

what I  saw of Stalin in  the 
early 30’s, I  fe lt that he was 
expert in committee action, in 
getting unanimity without pres
sure. He proclaimed ‘collective 
decision’ long before Khrushchev; 
his rise to power was precise
ly the rise of the party collec
tive over the erratic individuals 
like Trotsky. Ambassador Davies 
found Stalin ‘personally modest’ ; 
with this I  agree. . . ’’

The fact that the Khrushchev 
revelations make that statement 
appear idiotic was simply ignor
ed by Strong last night. She dis
missed the speech by saying that 
it  was not an offic ial Soviet 
document, that i t  was published 
by the U.S. State Department, 
and that Khrushchev did not 
want i t  to be revealed. “ Besides,”  
she said, “ i t  is only the firs t 
draft.”

In  drawing up her “ balance 
sheet,”  she listed the economic 
advances made by the Soviet 
Union, the defeat of H itle r’s ar
mies, and the spread of the revo
lution to one th ird of the world, 
in Stalin’s favor. She said: “ Let 
us rejoice in all new freedoms, 
they were bought. . . not only 
by death of heroes in battle, but 
by death of men unjustly, and 
in mistakes. , . le t us also give 
tribute to that harsh, even un
just discipline which in 30 years 
'whipped up’ a peasant land to 
a role i t  was not yet f i t  for, 
and thus built the economic base 
on which freedom can be safe 
and at peace today.”

STALIN A RIGHT GUY
She also said Stalin was righ t

A t Labo r B u ild in g  D ed ica tion

Notes from the News
CARIBBEAN DESPOT Truj-illo, who, to the 

extent a small country can allow, rivals H itle r 
find Stalin fo r deeds of bloody cruelty, has started 
a. propaganda offensive in N.Y.C. The recent 
disappearance, and believed murder, of Dr. Jesus 
de Galindez, on the eve of 'his publication of an 
anti-T ru jillo  book has given the Dominican 
dictator a bad press in New York. Galindez’ 
(disappearance follows the assassination several 
years ago o f the editor of an anti-Trujillo  news
paper published in New York by Dominican exiles. 
'Numerous exiles in Cuba have been assassinated 
}»y T ru jillo  agents. New York now has a number 
M  huge billboards with T ru jillo ’s picture and 
propaganda. On June 4 Dominican agents staged 
a pro-Trujillo ra lly  in New York at Which his

THE ROAD TO PEACE
This pamphlet by James P. Cannon is must 

reading fo r anyone opposed to another war. I t  
explains why peace cannot be won by following 
the Stalinist program and outlines Lenin’s real 
views on this life  and death question, with 
particular application to America.

25 Cents

Order from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

116 U niversity PI. New York 3, N.Y.

opponents were implied to be ‘^Gommunists,” 
acting in revenge because T ru jillo  ‘‘is blamed foi 
the fa ll of the Arbenz regime in Guatemala.’ 
A n ti-T ru jillo  pickets outside the meeting, provok
ed into a scuffle w ith  a T ru jillo  agent, were 
arrested by New York police.

FBI INFLUENCING FOREIGN POLICY. The
N. Y. Times (Jurte 4) reports a major obstacle to 
“ expanding contacts between the U.S. and Com
munist countries”  is the opposition of J. Edgar 
Hoover. His claim is that delegations from those 
countries; to the U.S. would contain secret agents 
and thus make more work fo r the FBI.

TWO REACTIONARY DECISIONS were 
handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court on June 
4. In one, Wisconsin’s restriction- of striking 
Kohler workers’ right to picket was upheld. In 
the other, the Cutter Laboratory’s 1949 firing of 
a local union' president because of alleged mem
bership in the Communist Painty was upheld. Ir 
his dissent, in the la tte r case Justice Douglas 
declared: “ Government may not disqualify one 
political group from  employment. And i f  the 
courts lend their support to any such discrimi
natory program . . . the government has thrown 
its weight behind an unconstitutional scheme to 
discriminate against citizens by reason of their 
political ideology.”  Both decisions were 6-3, with 
Justices Douglas-, Black and Chief Justice Warren 
dissenting.

*  *  *

REPUBLICANS AIM  FOR NEGRO VOTE. At
a Washington conference of the Citizens fo r 
Eisenhower, the organization’s public relations 
chief told delegates tha t a 5 to 10% - switch in 
Negro votes this year “ would almost certainly 
mean the election of a Republican Congress.’ 
Plans were laid accordingly. One slogan recom
mended fo r use in wooing the Negro vote was: 
“ A  vote fo r any Democrat is a vote fo r Eastland.”

M yra Tanner Gets 
Radio, Press and 
TV Interviews

MINNEAPOLIS, June 9 — M yra Tanner Wei®«, So
cia list W orkers Party candidate fo r vice-president today 
set out on the next lap o f her coast-to-coast speaking tour
afte r three days of hard-hitting, ®-------------- :---------------------------------
well publicized caimjjBgn activity

President Eisenhower ( r )  and AFL-CIO President George 
Meany are shown in ,the lobby of the new $4 million AFL-CIO 
building in Washington, after Eisenhower dedicated the new 
union headquarters. He said nothing about the role of unions as 
a means of defense by the American workers against Big Busi
ness exploitation. Instead, he warned organized labor not “ to 
dominate”  the individual.

on “ socialism in one country at 
that time,”  and that he was righ t 
“ in Calling Trotsky a mischief 
maker.”  This was the only time 
in her entire speech that Trotsky 
was mentioned. She did not deal 
w ith the Moscow trials. None 
of the questions submitted on 
these subjects was answered dur
ing the question and answer per
iod.

She completely ignored the 
fact, admitted by Khrushchev, 
that the crimes of Stalinism
hindered the progress of the So
viet Union and almost brought 
m ilita ry disaster. Throughout, 
she implied that they were neces
sary and inevitable.

“ The most important abuse,”  
she said, “ was the unbridled
power of the political or secret 
police.”  “ But this body was not 
the creation of Stalin. I t  goes 
back to the days o f the Czar. 
The Russian people have had a 
hard time breaking with the 
habit of political repression,”
she said.

DIDN’T WANT FUSS
She had known of the use of 

torture, anti-Semitism, and “ un
just political repressions,”  she 
admitted, but said: “ I  know why 
I  didn’t  make a fuss about those 
things to the world. . . I fe lt I

was seeing something so vast 
and important that I  didn’t  want 
to do any thing to stop it . ”

Anna Louise Strong herself 
had become a victim of ‘ ‘unjust 
political repression”  when she 
was arrested by the NKVD in 
1949, charged w ith sabotage and 
espionage, and deported from the 
USSR. She was “ rehabilitated” 
in March 1955. She said of this 
incident: “ In a certain sense, I  
had i t  coming to me. I was boost
ing Mao Tse-tung and the Chi
nese revolution all over the world 
before Stalin- recognized them 
and gave the green light. . . but 
there are times to criticize and 
times to shut up and take orders 
. . .to attack leaders at the 
wrong time is to lose the war.”  
This is apparently her idea of 
how to “ be careful about jus tify 
ing terror.”

The entire speech was an at
tempt to jus tify  absolute and 
slavish acceptance of everything 
the Soviet bureaucracy had ever 
done, without admitting that any 
other course was possible. Since 
the bureaucracy itself has been 
forced to admit that much of 
its activity was criminal and 
avoidable, the speech was contra
dictory, confused, and confus
ing.

in the Twin Cities.
A press conference fo r the SWP 

nominee held here on her arrival 
June 6 was covered by tlhe Min
neapolis Tribune and by the Star. 
WIOCO-TV brought in  its cameras 
fo r the conference and at 6 o'clock 
that night presented Mrs. Weiss 
on the widely viewed Cedric 
Adiarns newscasts.

The Star featured an interview 
w ith the candidate by sta ff w rite r 
Margaret Morris who described 
Mr-s. Weiss as “ a 5-foot-3, iron 
willed," campaigner.

The Tribune reported Mrs. 
Weiss’ view that “The Kremlin’s 
repudiation of Stalin in  Soviet 
Russia is a sign Russia’s leaders 
are feeling the pressure of an 
embryo political revolution.”

RADIO INTERVIEW
The Socialist Workers nominee 

was also interviewed by Jim 
Borman fo r has popular radio 
■program “ Editorial Roundup.” 
This was a recorded interview 
Which wall be broadcast on one oi 

-the coming .Sunday n-oon presenta
tions over WiGCO.

Mrs. Weiss’  picture was al 
shown yesterday on WTCN-TV’s- 
Paul Severaid newscast which 
reported tha t the SWP vice- 
presidentiial candidate was in the 
Twin- Cities and would speak at a 
public forum that n ight on “ A 
New Stage in  -the Russian Revolu
tion : Its  Significance fo r Amer
ican Labor.”

The meeting that night at party 
campaign headquarters, which 
was unusually well attended, 
heard Mrs. Weiss describe the 
recent Soviet developments as a 
“ vindication of the th irty  year

MYRA TANNER WEISS

struggle of the Trotskyist move
ment.”
PRESS REPORTS SPEECH

The Trotskyists waged this 
struggle against Stalinism she 
said, while at the same time 
“defending the gains made by 
the Russian w orkers. and the 
planned economy of -the Soviet 
Union.”  Salient points of the 
speech were reported in both the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul press.

On June 6 Mrs. Weiss addressed 
the political aaim of the Min
neapolis AEL, the Committee of 
Political Equality. The Central 
point of her Speech was the need 
fo r labor to form its own party 
as the next necessary step in the 
solution of its problem. She was 
heat'd attentively and was ap
plauded at the conclusion of her 
remarks.

- - - Policies of NAACP
(Continued from page 1)

grega-tion and a ll civil rights 
legislation. On every fron t the 
Negro struggle runs into political 
barriers — in Congress (where 
no civil rights Laws have been 
passed in  80 years), in the White 
House where Eisenhower refuses 
to use federal powers against the 
lynchings in Mississippi, to 
enforce school desegregation or 
even- to call a conference on civil 
rights. In the Southern states 
where legislatures, governors and 
judges harass and even, outlaw 
the NAACP.

Both Republicans and Demo
crats are even cutting down on 
campaign promises — worthless 
as everybody knpws these are — 
on civil rights. Typical was the 
answer given to New Orleans 
reporters recently by Adlai 
Stevenson, the leading Demo
cratic contender. Asked what his 
stand on civil nights would be i f  
he were nominated, Stevenson', 
who has already won the endorse
ment of such rabid racists as 
Herman Talmadge, replied: “ The 
platform w ill be drafted by the 
resolutions committee and not by 
me. I  don’t  know i f  I  w ill have 
any recommendations.”  ( N e w  
Orleans Times-Picayune, May 29).

The administration is equally 
pleasing to the white-supremac 
sts. They especially admire Eisen
hower’s stand that civil rights are 
state not federal problems. As the 
Christian Science Monitor (June 
9) points out: “ I t  is clear, South
erners think, that the president 
favors leaving state matters to 
states, that he believes rn strong 
local government.”  I t  is on this 
states’ rights line that the ad
ministration is aiding the current 
Dixiecrats attack upon the Su
preme Court. Further evidence for 
the racists is the building of 
lily-white Republican state ma
chines in the Deep South.

When the unspeakable Senator 
Eastland counts his blessings, he 
lists in his Democratic column 
such items as chairmanship of 
the powerful Senate Judiciary

Committee and in his Republican 
Column the juicy patronage plums 
from the White House.
PLOWING BARREN GROUND

Despite the repeated failure of 
any civil rights yield from either 
Big Businss party, the NAACP 
leaders lim it themselves to plow 
ing this barren ground.

Technically the NAACP does 
not engage in  politics. Its  statutes 
forbid endorsing candidates. In 
fact, the weight of the organiza 
tron has been thrown behind the 
Democrats in past elections by 
statements of. its leaders. But i t  is 
not merely a question of putting 
the NAACP officially and fu lly  
into politics but into politics- that 
pay o ff in civil right».

■ The Negro leaders are divided 
today on whether to support the 
Democrats or the Republicans- 
Both sides have excellent ar
guments fo r not supporting the 
other party; neither has a good 
argument fo r supporting either

I t  is time to break out of 
this vicious Republican - Demo
cratic cycle. What 5s needed is a 
new -party of the Negro people, 
labor and the poor farmers, a 
party without :any ties to the 
Southern Bourbons or Big Busi
ness. A .party,, tha t in office, would 
pass and enforce civil rights 
la-vys.

Such a Labor Party would 
break the super-imposed “ unity”  
of the Southern whites by 
attracting white Southern factory 
workers and farmers, among 
whom the sp irit of Populism still 
bums. The building of a Labor 
Party in the South would go hand 
in hand w ith  organizing unions-, 
thus uniting white and Negro 
workers economically as- well as 
politically.

Can the Negro people be the 
initiating force in a movement 
which w ill change the whole po
litical scene in America? Yes! 
This convention can pass resolu
tions calling on the labor move
ment to join the NAACP in the 
building o f a Labor Party. The 
labor bureaucrats, like the

NAACP leaders, are deeply1 in
volved in the Democratic-Repub 
lican shell game and w ill resist. 
But the rank and file of the 
unions, like the rank and file of 
the Negro people, know that th t 
political line of their organiza
tions is bringing no results.

There are a million Negro 
woikers in  the unions. Given a 
lead they could become crusaders 
for independent political action. 
In addition to their own great 
strength they can win over m il
lions of White workers to begin- 
the movement fo r a Labor Party.

For those delegates who think 
the proposed path is too ambitious 
and too risky, we prescribe a 
litt le  o f fee boldness and vision 
shown by the people of Mont
gomery six months ago. They 
have already achieved what 
doubters claimed was impossible.

And in November as a protest 
against both Democrats and 
Republicans, and as a step to
ward building the much-needed 
new party, ballots should be 
marked fo r Farrell -Dobbs and 
Myra Weiss, the presidential 
candidates of the Socialist Work
ers Party, which stands four
square fo r building a Labor 
Party.

INTER - RACIAL 
RESORT
Childrens Camp 
Opens July 6 

•
70 Miles from New York

•
Accommodations in private 

cabins or modern lodge.
•

Send for Free Circular 
Mountain Spring Camp 

RD No. 1 
Washington, N. J. 

Telephone: Murray 9-1352

. . .  American CP Rocked
(Continued from page 1)

what the OP leader's seek at all 
costs to prevent, fo r i t  w ill ex
pose them as accomplices in 
Stalin’s betrayial of Leninist 
politics in the Soviet Union and 
throughout the world. A ll the 
other crimes advertised by 
Khrushchev flow from that cen
tra l crime. Max Weiss, in  his 
national commitee report, speak
ing on the tremendous waste of 
Soviet manpower occasioned by 
Stalin’s conduct of World War II, 
states, “ I t  is not yet possible fo r 
us to draw all the conclusions 
fro-m this mistake, fo r these would 
include the political conceptions 
which made i t  possible.”

To preclude the membership ex
ploring the “ political conceptions” 
on their own, Weiss recomaneds 
that the discussion in  the U.S 
CP on the 20th Congress be steer
ed away from  the Stalin cult. 
“ Questions dealing w ith  the 
mistakes made by the GPSU. ‘he 
complains,”  began completely to 
obscure the historic significance 
of the 20th Congress in  respect 
to . . . the fight fo r peaceful 
coexistence, the new theoretical 
questions. . . etc. “ We propose 
therefore to end this situation b\ 
issuing material to guide th< 
discussion on the basis of a col 
leotive evaluation by the Nationa 
Committee.”

And in truth, leaving unanswer
ed all the questions of the Stalin 
cult which had correctly preoc
cupied the minds of the CP mem
bers, the Stalinist leaders, with 
Max Weiss in- the van, began 
diverting the discussion onto th< 
so-called “ theoretical questions.’ 
These included such topics < 
debate aa whether civ il liberties 
would be granted by a Socialist 
America to former capitalists.

The publication of the Khrush
chev speech again puts the Stalir 
issue fron t and center. There i 
belongs and ought to remain wthil 
the discussion reviews the who]' 
course of the Soviet Union an< 
Communist Pasties outside the 
USSR during the Hast 32 year« 
and draws the necessary political 
conclusions. Only On the basis of 
such a discussion is a genuine so
cialist regro.upment possible. Fo- 
this CP members should be pro
vided w ith all Trotskyist docu
ments. For the history of the la-si 
30 years is not only that of Stal
inist crimes but of Trotskyist 
struggle fo r the authentic Bol
shevik program.

BACK TO 1924
Khrushchev, himself could n-~ 

touch on the question of why hi 
and his associates did not bloc) 
Stalin’s crimes Without going 
back to 1924, “ We were in poli

tical agreement with Stalin from 
the time of Lenin’s death,”  he 
says in effeot. “ We” joined w ith 
him in the fight against the Left 
Opposition led by Trotsky. (Of 
course, Khrushchev continues to 
slander the Trotskyists and fa l
sifies the Struggle as one con
ducted by Stalin w ith ideological 
weapons rather than mde, dis
loyal, bureaucratic means and 
police measures, as was actually 
the case.)

The distinctive ‘‘theory”  of the 
Stalinist gang from 1924 on was 
“ socialism in one coiumltry.”  This 
anti-Leninist slogan dlid not mean 
indiustrial 'build-up and collec
tivization. On the contrary, Tmt- 
sky and the Le ft Opposition were 
hounded as “ super-industrializ- 
ers”  for advocating a five-year 
plan of industrial development. 
“ Socialism in one country”  meant 
fattening up thè bureaucratic 
caste at home, crushing the work
ers’ democracy of Lenin's time, 
and using the CP’s abroad merely 
for pressure and bargaining pur
poses in order to arrive at status- 
quo deals with imperialism. That 
is also whalt “ peaceful co
existence”  means today.

To these ends, Stalinist forma
tions arose in every CP, composed 
of pecond-rate careerists and 
disoriented elements. A ll opposi
tion was ruthlessly expelled. The 
Trotskyists were slandered, os
tracized and made targets, of 
goon-squad attacks. A number of 
them were murdered. The CP’s 
were thus transformed into Stal
inist appendages.

Since its- Stalinization some 28 
years ago, the history of the 
American CP is not one of 
“devotion to the interests of the 
American working man.”  as 
claimed by the June Daily Wbrk- 
vr, although revolutionary minded 
CP members have earnestly 
sacrificed to make it  such. I t  is 
a sordid record of class-collabora
tion featured today by support 
for the Democratic Party.

Nor does history permit the 
slightest confidence -in Khrush
chev and Co.’s intention to restore 
workers’ democracy in the USSR. 
The “ gigantic transf.ormarti on”  
over there has been with the 
Soviet masses — primarily the 
working class. They are begin
ning to assert themselves as an 
independent force. Already their 
energetic pressure hias forced 
the Kremlin dictators to dump the 
Stalin cult and give economic 
concessions. In the near future 
they vóli rise up against, the 
bureaucratic caste in a political 
revolution that w ill restore Work
ers’ democracy and Lenin’s policy 
of revolutionary internationalism.
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