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Shorter W eek  
A t Same Pay Is 
Next U A W  Goal

By Tom Kerry
MAY 28 —  Meeting in D etro it last week against a 

background of soaring unemployment in the auto industry, 
a national conference of the AFL-CIO United Automobile
Workers, General Motors Council,®"
adopted a resolution calling fo r a 

. Substantial reduction in the work 
week with no reduction in take- 
home pay. The Council is com
posed of representatives of GM 
Locals throughout the country.

“ A t the termination of our 
p r e s e n t  collective bargaining 
agreement,”  the resolution de
clares, “a major and just demand 
o f the General Motore workers 
w ill be a substantial reduction in 
the work week with the main
tenance of a fu ll fo rty  - hours 
take-home pay.”

PRESSURE FROM RANKS
The action of the GM Council 

was taken under strong pressure 
from  the ranks. Hard h it by wide
spread layoffs and short work 
weeks the auto workers are 
demanding an effective program 
of action to combat the scourge of 
creeping unemployment in pro
gress since thé firs t of the year. 
A number of GM Locals had gone 
on record for a 30-hour week ait 
40 hours pay p rior to the Council 
meeting. Coupled with this slogan 
has been the demand that the 
UAW International Executive 
Board invoke the principle of the 
living agreement.

The auto workers want action 
how! The U.S. Bureau of Employ
ment Security announced (hat 
there were 12,000 new layoffs 
during the week ended May 19. 
There is no sign of an upturn. On 
the contrary, all forecasts are for 
additional layoffs, short weeks 
arid unpaid “ holidays.”  The GM 
Council resolution postpones ac
tion for two years — until the

present agreement expires in 
1958. “ Mr. Reuther,”  says the 
May 28 Wall Street Journal, “ told 
reportera he was not ready at this 
time ito be specific on just what 
his union means by a ‘shorter 
work week.’ ”

Routher seems to have an 
aversion to being “ specific.”  He 
tipped his hat to the 30-fbr-40 
¿logan in hds opening .speech to 
the UAW  convention last year 
and then shunted i t  aside fo r the 
Guaranteed Annual Wage demand. 
“ When we get our basic economic
needs satisfied,”  he said, “ and
when we get the economic prob
lems nailed down, the next
demand has to be fo r a shorter 
work week so we’l l  have more 
time to enjoy the good things of 
life  tha t we have.”

THE DREAD PLAGUE
Reuther saw the shorter work 

week coming after the Guar
anteed Annual Wage had suc
ceeded “ in achieving fu ll produc
tion and fu ll employment in 
peacetime.’’ He saw it. as a com
plement to “ fu ll employment”  in 
whiich the workers would “ have 
more time to enjoy the good 
things of life .”  I t  never entered 
his head that less than a year 
later the dread plague of unem
ployment would strike the auto 
industry, as it  Ivas so often in the 
past, and that from the ranks 
would come welling up the 
demand for a reduction in hours 
with no reduction in pay. Not 
to “ have more time to enjoy the 
good things of life,”  but to stem

(Continued on page 4)

Boycotts Against Jim Crow 
Spreading in the Deep South

To Ask 6M oderate ’  J im  Crow  P la n k

Senate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson (le ft), Speaker of 
the House Rayburn and Mrs. Johnson in Washington after 
Johnson established himself as possible presidential contender 
by defeating rabid racist Gov. Shivers in fight for control of 
Texas delegation to Democratic national convention.

Boycott Hits 
Ball Parks In 
Now Orleans

A boycott begun by the Negro 
people o f New Orleans has hit 
the pocketbooks of the Southern 
Baseball Association so hard that 
the league is faced with going 
out of business. It  has, of course, 
the alternative that Southern JNe- 
groes are demanding — abandon
ment of the lily-white player rule 
and of segregated seating in the 
ball parks.

The boycott begiam about a year 
ago without any publicity or 
formal organization. Southern 
bail club owners and the news
papers tried to prevent its spread
ing by saying nothing about it. 
Yet it spread and has cult deeply 
into gate receipts. I t  is estimated 
that at some parks attendance is 
20% lower than in previous 
years.

None of the eight, teams in the 
Southern Association has a single 
Negro playea-. A ll parks have 
segregated seating.

The effectiveness of the long 
protest movement was revealed 
when several club officials broke 
their policy of silence about the 
boycott and told reporters that 
unless attendance picks up the 
league may be forced out of busi
ness.

JIM CROW MOVE
The sttouanriAabyaffisegregation  

in Boutihern^^Srls lilso^lfrouifht
developments in the Evangeline 
League — a class C league with 
an all-Louisiana circuit. Two 
teams in' the league have had 
Negro players. The white^supre- 
m'acist park commissioners of 
Baton Rouge recently banned Ne
groes from the city-owned park 
used by the league.

In a hypocritical attempt to 
comply w ith the Jim Crow edict 
and yet not provoke a boycott' 
by Negro fans, Evangeline 
League officials announced that 
by “ good luck” the five Negro 
players were being traded to 
Northern minor leagues fo r white 
players or were being dropped. 
Color, he said, had nothing to do 
with the shifts, i t  was simply a 
question of improving the teams. 
This transparent dodge makes the 
league lily-white and thus satis
fies the Baton Rouge park com
missioners. I t  is unlikely any fan 
— Negro or white — believes; the 
official “ good luck”  explanation.

Also in Baton Rouge, pressure 
of the Negro movement against 
segregation, led the board of 
supervisors of Louisiana State 
University to reject by a 7-7 vote 
a resolution to ban LSU team« 
from playing in racially mixed 
games.

By Harry Ring:
President Eisenhower's special 

administrative assistant, Howard 
Pyle, hardly rolled them in the 
aisles in Detroit May 21 with his 
“smiling” comment that “the 
right to suffer is one of the 
joys of a free economy, just as 
the right to prosper is.” There 
are at present 220,000 jobless in 
the state of Michigan.

Pyle’s unfeeling crack Iras ¡pro
vided the Democrats w ith a choice 
election-year target. His apology 
after UAW president Reuther 
protested to President Eisenhower 
was a hasty e ffort to lower the 
target. But the “ apology”  to 
“ anyone who may have been’ o f
fended” w ill not erase the Big 
Business Republican administra
tion’s callous indifference to the 
pligiht of the unemployed.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
I t  is less than two years ago 

that Defense Secretary Wilson 
told the unemployed, “ I have 
always liked bird dogs better 
than kennel -fed dogs myself. You 
know, one who w ill go out and 
hunt fo r food rather than sit on 
his fanny and yelp.”

The attitude' of .Wilson and 
Pyle is in tune w ith  that of the 
President himself. I t  was Eisen
hower, in a discussion of old age 
pensions, wiho said in December, 
1949, “ I f  all that Americans want 
is security they can go to prison. 
They’l l  have enough to eat and a 
roof over thedr heads.”

These blatantly anti-labor Re
publican pronouncements in ac
tuality express a bi-partisan 
view. This is demonstrated by cx- 
President Truman’s statement of 
Feb. 16, 1950, that “ A certain 
amount of unemployment, say 
from three to five million, is sup
portable. It is a good thing that 
job-seeking should go on at all 
times. This is healthy fo r the 
economic body.”

Truman here blurted out a basic 
fact, of life  about capitalism. 
While pounding the pavement 
nuay not be healthy for labor i t  is 
very much so for capital which 
must continually maintain a 
reservoir o f unemployed. “ Free 
competition”  between employed 
and unemployed labor is. among 
other things, a powerful employer 
weapon fo r holding down wages. 

In his protest against Pyle’s

remarks, Walter Reuther declared 
them a part of the “concept that 
would have us believe that within 
the framework of our free 
economy, economic insecurity if 
the inescapable price we must 
pay fo r our freedom.”

The inescapable fact is that the 
rights to “ suffer”  and “ prosper’’ 
are basic features of capitalism 
The big catch to i t  is that they 
are not alternating processes 
enjoyed by one and the same in 
dividual. The capitalist class 
prospers while the workers suf
fer. The prosperity of the capital
ist is not halted by the suffering 
of the worker. For example, 
while the auto workers are nov 
getting a solid dose of the righ t 
bo suffer, the. auto barons con
tinue to pile up record profits.

Only under a socialist society 
of planned production for use 
instead of profit, w ill the “ right” 
of the capitalist exploiters to 
prosper at the expense of labor 
be forever abolished.

Negro Students Spork 
Florida Bus Boycott 
After Arrest of Co-eds

By George Lavan
The sp irit of the Montgomery bus boycott, which has 

inspired the Negro people throutg'hout the South, flared 
into the open in  Tallahassee, Florida, and a new bus 
protets movement may be in the®-
making there.

The Tallahassee events began 
on May 26 when Wilhelmina 
Jakes and Carrie F. Patterson, 
g irl students at Florida A &  M 
University fo r Negroes, boarded 
a bus and took the only two 
empty seats. They happened to 
to be in the forward part of the 
bus. Ordered to get up by the 
driver, they said they would 
get o ff and asked fo r their 
money back. Instead, the driver 
called the police, who took the 
girls to ja il and charged them 
with acting to incite a riot. F i
nally released on bail, their cases 
are scheduled fo r tr ia l June 2.

HURL FLAMING CROSS
On the next. day. Sunday, May 

27. white supremacists hurled a 
flaming cross from  a Car onto 
the lawn of the rooming house 
where the two co-eds live. Fear
ing KKK violence, the g irls 
moved to a dormitory on the 
campus of the Negro university.

Student anger over the ar
rests boiled over when the flam 
ing cross threat became known. 
The next day the student body 
of Florida A & M gathered in 
a mass meeting in a university 
auditorium. Student Council 
President Broadus Hartley, one 
of the speakers, declared the ar
rests of Miss Jakes and Miss 
Patterson, were but the latest 
“ in a series of incidents in which 
we have been humiliated by bus 
drivers.”

A fter the meeting students be
gan circulating petitions pledg
ing the signers to boycott the 
Tallahassee bus system. In ter
viewed by reporters, student

leader Hartley said: “ I  would 
not call i t  a boycott, we are just 
refraining from riding the buses 
until we can have assurance that 
we w ill receive better .treat
ment.”

BUS RUNS EMPTY
The firs t bus to follow its 

route through the campus after 
the meeting was completely emp
ty. I t  was followed by a police 
car. Five hundred students 
cheered when the bus failed to 
get a single passenger. “ We’ll 
walk,”  they shouted. Into the 
evening buses serving the uni
versity remained empty while 
crowds of students stood at the 
regular campus bus stop hoot
ing and shouting their protests.

The New York Post reported 
that in downtown Tallahassee
Monday night city buses had few 
or no Negro passengers. This 
would indicate that the protest 
movement, started by the Negro, 

students, is spreading to the Negro 
population or Tallahassee, the 
state capital.

Further indication of this was 
a statement by Rev. K. C. Steele, 
president of the Tallahassee 
chapter of the National Asso
ciation fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People. He predicted 
that the boycott “ w ill be con
tinued beyond the university 
campus.”

JIM  CROW. REGION
Whether the boycott w ill con

tinue or not depends upon the 
Negro townspeople of Tallahas
see since the students are due 
to finish the college term in a

(Continued on page 3)

Key ’56 Issues Discussed 
At Dobbs,  Weiss Meetings

JUNE 2 — Haying completed a schedule o f v is its to 
the principal West Coast cities, Myra Tanner Weiss, vice- 
presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers Party, is 
now enroute to the Minneapolis-®-------------------------- ----------------------

Dearborn, Wyandotte and Royal 
Oak. Michigan prevent any Ne
groes from living w ithin thedr 
city limits.

How CP Members React to End of Stalin Cult
By Daniel Roberts

About two and a half months 
ago the U.S. Communist Party 
began reports and discussions on 
the 20th Congress of the Com
munist Party of the Soviet Union. 
The pattern of the meetings 
throughout the country, accord
ing to M ilitant correspondents 
present, have been invariably the 
same. The official speakers all 
sought to present what, they called 
a balanced report, touching on all 
phases of the Congress speeches. 
A ll sought to place the dis
mantling of the Stalin cult “ in its 
proper focus.”

But. invariably, fcbe oven-whelm
ing number of qviesltions and 
speeches — where these were 
allowed from the floor — con
cerned themselves with the Stalin 
question.

“ Wlhy did the Soviet leaders 
wait three years before disclosing 
Stalin’s dictatorial rule?”

“ What were Khrushchev, Bul
ganin and the others doing while 
Stalin was building his dictator
ship? Weren’t  they hand in glove 
with him and aren’t  they now 
just passing the buck? Why don’t  
they explain thedr own role?”

RANKS ASK QUESTIONS
Eaoh new revelation from the

Soviet Union only swelled the 
volume of questions asked by CP 
members of their leaders. “ What 
measures were used to obtain 
confessions from Rajk and the 
others ? ”

“ What assurances are there 
that the outrages against the 
Jews in the Soviet Union w ill not 
be repeated?”

“ Who are the ‘rotten elements’ 
denounced in Pravda and Izvos- 
tia? What kind of a discussion 
is it i f  people who oppose party 
policy are cracked down upon?”

A M ilitant correspondent writes 
the following about a Los Angeles 
meeting, April 13, where William 
Schneider man, California Chair
man of the OP, spoke. “ Many 
questions relating to the frame- 
up of Tito, the execution of Rajk 
and the slaughter of Jewish in 
tellectuals indicated the profound 
dissaitiafiadtioTi of the audience 
with the explanations that have 
been offered by the CP leader
ship.”

“ The only applause of any size 
received by the speaker came 
when he stated that he was in 
favor of abolishing capital punish
ment in socialist countries. Other
wise, the audience was undemon
strative.”

The release of thousands of

political prisoners from Polish 
jails occasioned one young CP 
supporter to ask at a Jefferson 
School forum in New York: “ Are 
ttiesc people now going to be 
given political nights? They were 
called criminals. But. i f  that is 
true, why were they released ? 
And i f  i t  wasn't true, why were 
they put in, prison, and what is 
going to be done to make i t  up 
to them now?”

At. a subsequent discussion at 
the Jefferson School on, whether 
under socialism in the U.S. 
capitalists would be granted 
democratic rights to advocate a 
return to capitalism, one CP sup
porter stated: “ I am more con
cerned about the chance of work
ers in the Soviet. Union toddy 
bo exercise democratic rights, 
including the r ig h t to form new 
parties. We ta lk abortt the crimes 
of Stalin. These weren’t com
mitted against capitalists. They 
were crimes against Socialism — 
against the workers. Are we 
going to back their rights?”

At another meeting in Los 
Angeles on the 20lh Congress, 
“ (here was burning indignation 
expressed about the c r i m e s  
against the Jewish people. One 
woman said: ‘I can’t trust either 
you or the leaders over there

any more because you permitted 
these things to happen. I fe lt that 
things were wrong for a long 
time, but I was afraid to open 
my mouth because I would be 
called a reactionary.”

THE MOSCOW TRIALS
The question of Trotskyism and 

the Moscow Trial frame-ups are 
stumping tfhe Stalinist leaders.

A t a Los Angeles forum a 
member of the audience, referring 
to an article in the current issue 
of Masses and Mainstream, said: 
“ In this article, Go re. on says that 
the CP committed a deep error in 
principle by wot defending the 
Trotskyist victims of the Smith 
Act in Minneapolis and also 
James Ruitcher. . . As I under
stood i t  at the time, and st.il! do, 
the basic reason why the OP 
refused defense was because the 
Trotskyists were said to be 
proven wreckers, assassins and 
agents of fascism in the Moscow 
Trials. I f  t.be OP is now changing 
its position on the Trotskyists, 
isn’t  i t  necessary to review the 
Moscow Trials which provided 
the basis for their previous wrong 
position ? ”

Bernard Burton of the People’s 
World, one of the speakers, 
replied, “We changed our position

because the Smith Act i f  used 
against one can be used against 
all.”  “ That’s will at the Trotsky
ists said.”  “ I don’t  care what 
they said.”  Burton replied. He did 
not dare renew the charge of 
“ fascist”  against the Trotskyists. 
(Nor have other speakers at 
other meetings.)

Arnold Shimberg, Los Angeles 
youth leader, held a different 
view. “ He said there were two 
reasons for the CP’s change of 
position; the one given by Burton 
and the other which was his own. 
In view of the sweeping character 
of the violations of socialist de
mocracy, he believed incumbent 
upon both the Soviet and Amer
ican CP leaders to re-evaluate the 
role of the Trotskyists. It was 
one thing to conduct an ideological 
struggle against, people with 
wrong views — and he believed 
the Trotskyist position would 
have prevented the building of 
socialism in the USSR. However, 
it is another thing for a socialist 
country to engage in frame-ups.”

One of the motives in the 
frame-ups conducted against Leon 
Trotsky was to prevent CP mem
bers from learning what has ideas 
really were about the problems 
Of building socialism in the 
USSR and on a world scale. For

over 30 years, Stalin and bis 
henchmen erected a barrier of 
misrepresentation, then slander, 
then frame-ups between tfhe QP 
rank and file and the Trotskyist 
movement.

By repudiating the Stalin cult. 
Stalin’s heirs have unwittingly 
undermined all credence in t.he 
monstrous accusations. Revolted 
by the record of Stalinist crimes 
CP members are demanding that 
their leaders abandon bureaucratic 
fo r Leninist methods — i.e., 
adapt ideological struggle in
stead of frame-ups. A good begin
ning fo r CP members seeking the 
truth would -be a study of Trot
sky’ basic writings. The question 
of the road to socialism in the 
USSR — 30 years ago and now 
— opens up a rich area of discus
sion on the fundamental problems 
of world socialism, indludiing the 
very questions now agitating CP 
members as a result of the 20th 
Congress.

St. Paul area fo r three days of 
campaigning. Mrs. Weiss -is mak
ing a coast-to-coast speaking 
tour on the subject, “ The United 
States and the Soviet Union in 
1956.” She w ill address a pub
lic meeting on this question F ri
day night, June 8, at 10 S. 4th 
St., in Minneapolis. She w ill 
speak in Chicago, Saturday, June 
9 at 8:00 P.M. at 777 W. Adams 
Street.

The Socialist Workers Party 
Presidential candidate, Farrell 
Dobbs, was in Philadelphia for 
two public riieetings last. week. 
On May 26 he spoke at Temple 
University on “ Socialism vs. 
Liberalism.”  The following night 
he addressed the M ilitant La
bor Forum on “ Labor’s Stake in 
Soviet Democracy.”

A t the campus meeting, spon
sored by the Three Arrows club,

Rex Bell, husband of “ I t  G irl”  
Clara Bow, and Nevada’s No. 2 
politician, talks about politics in 
the May 28 New York Post: “ I t ’s 
not too different from the acting 
business. My social and public 
duties are about the same now 
as when I was in Hollywood.” MYRA TANNER WEISS

Dobbs demonstrated that liber
alism has been transformed from 
a progressive to a retrogressive 
tendency. *

Because i t  supports the sys
tem of private property, Dobbs 
explained, liberalism is com
pelled to adapt itself to the mono
poly-controlled government, and 
when the chips are down, finds 
itse lf lined up w ith  reaction.

As evidence he cited the ex
ample of Americans for Demo
cratic Action leader Senator 
Humphrey who co-sponsored the 
hui outlawing fthe Communist
Party, the firs t such ¡legaliza
tion of a political party in this 
country. The recent, convention 
of -the ADA, Dobbs said, re
vealed the present state of lib 
eralism by its shameful attempt 
to straddle the crucial civil 
rights issue.

STRADDLE C IV IL  RIGHTS
The ADA dodged completely 

the Powell amendment to the 
federal school aid bill which 
would bar funds to segregated 
schools. I t  was only by a slim 
m ajority that the convention 
supported Senator Lehman’s in
effectual substitute fo r the Pow
ell measure which would grant 
aid to schools “ proceeding in 
good fa ith ”  w ith integration.

The ADA gave the Democrats 
“ a blank check”  said Dobbs, 
when i t  endorsed all three Demo
cratic aspirants fo r the presi
dential nomination. The endorse
ment o f Stevenson by the racist 
Talmadge, he added, establishes 
an illibei’al common denomina
to r signifying a fu rther sh ift to 
the righ t by the ADA.

"Right to Suffer" Is a Joy 
Says Capitalist Spokesman


