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Meany’s Complaint on Integration
The American labor bureaucracy’s nar

rowness of vision on the struggle against 
Jim Crow and its relation to the labor 
movement may well be gauged by a state
ment made on Dec. 3 by A F LC IO  Presi
dent George Meany at Atlantic City. Ex
plaining to the convention of the Union 
Label and Service Trades Department 
that organized labor’s failure to grow in 
size in the past period was due to “ d if
ficulties.”  Meany said, “ Number One is 
that we had the Supreme Court decision 
calling for desegregation o f the schools, 
which developed a tremendous resistance 
in  the South, and that resistance was 
capitalized upon by anti-labor employers 
and i t  was used in every campaign.”

From this i t  would logically follow that 
the Supreme Court decision against 
school segregation was an unfortunate 
and unwelcome development fo r labor. 
Now there are probably some labor 
bureaucrats who secretly th ink this, but 
none of them would say, so openly. So it  
is unlikely that Meany meant any more 
by his statement than that the AFL-CIO 
.leaders should not be blamed fo r their 
failure to organize the South because the 
job is tough and the racists oppose 
unionism as much as integration.

But even w ith this generous view of 
ihe statement, Meany, Reuther and the 
rest of the top brass o f U.S. labor cannot 
be excused fo r calling o ff the promised 
campaign to organize the South. Indeed, 
they must in large measure bear respon
s ib ility  fo r the growth o f the White 
Citizens Councils and the present pitch 
of racism in the South.

The Supreme Court decision, which 
brought Southern Negroes to a new point 
of m ilitancy and receptivity to unioniza
tion which persists to  this day, could also 
have been a powerful weapon fo r labor 
in  organizing white workers of the South. 
Instead, the labor bureaucrats permitted

the reactionaries to convert i t  into a 
weapon against labor.

The domination o f the offic ia l chan
nels of public opinion in the South by 
the white-supremacists, the growth o f the 
WCC and other night-rid ing groups, the 
penetration o f the existing unions in the 
South by racists, has all taken place v ir 
tually unopposed. Not only did the labor 
leaders not launch an organizing cam
paign, which by its  nature must also be 
an anti-Jim Crow campaign in the South, 
but they let the racist officials and the 
WCC bjecome the dominant force among 
the white population by default.

I t  must be remembered that the present 
climate of opinion in the white South 
did not exist immediately after the 
Supreme Court decision. A t that time 
the prevailing attitude among the whites 
was one o f acceptance or resignation to 
the decision, that “ they knew i t  was 
bound to come sooner or later.”  Instead 
of launching an organizing drive and 
using the “ law o f the land”  argument 
to bolster the integration attendant upon 
bringing Negro and white into the same 
meetings and locals, marching together 
on the same picket lines, opposing the 
divide-and-rule racism of the employers, 
etc., the top labor leaders refrained from 
try ing  to influence the opinion o f South
ern white workers on the integration 
issue. The forum of public opinion was 
le ft to the racist politicians and Ku Klux 
elements. The unceasing din of the ir ever 
bolder propaganda and deeds has brought 
about the present conviction in the South 
that the high court decision can be suc
cessfully defied. The shock troops as
sembled fo r this task are also the employ
ers’ shock troops against unions.

A fte r having defaulted to the racists 
originally, the labor bureaucrats ju s tify  
continuance of the same policy by point
ing to the situation this policy did so 
much to bring about.

The Debate in People’s World

Sues U.S. Gov’t

JA M E S  K U T C H E R  

" • ~ ~

Legless Vet Goes 
To Court to Win 
His Back Pay

DEC. 5 —  James K utcher, the  
legless vete ran who la s t year 
won back the governm ent jo b  
from  w fiich  he was fire d  fo r  
membership in the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty , today file d  s u it 
fo r  back pay due him . K u tch e r’s 
a tto rney , Joseph L . Rauh, f ile d  
the s u it in  the U.S. C o u rt o f 
C la im s in  W ashington fo r  the 
$23,000 pa y  com ing to  the  leg 
less veteran fo r  the e ig h t-ye a r 
period d u rin g  w h ich he was i l 
le g a lly  separated fro m  h is job 
in  t lie  V e te ran ’s adm in is tra tion .

The c o u rt action was taken 
a f te r  the  U.S. C o m p tro lle r Gen
e ra l denied his c la im  fo r  back 
pay even though the U.S. C ir 
c u it C ourt o f Appeals ordered 
h im  re ins ta ted  to his job, a f te r  
fin d in g *  th a t he had been rem ov
ed fro m  i t  w ith o u t legal cause. 
The C om ptro lle r General’s . o f
f ic e  had' no tified  K u tch e r th a t 
th e  back pay would no t be g ra n t
ed w ith o u t a cou rt order.

Fidel Castro Describes 
Cuba Under Imperialism

(A vivid picture of what the rule of U.S. Big Business 
means fo r tens of millions of people throughout the Car
ibbean Islands, Central America and South America who
live  under its  economic d icta tes 
appears in the  Nov. 30 'Nation. 
I t  is w r it te n  by P ide l Castro, 
leader o f a re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove
m ent aga ins t the U.S. S ta te - 
D epartm ent backed B a tis ta  d ic
ta to rsh ip . The o r ig in a l Spanish 
vers ion  appeared in  Cuba L ib re , 
a Costa Rican pub lica tion . We 
We present excerpts fro m  i t  
below. — E d .)

Cuba’s land s itu a tio n , the 
problem s o f in d u s tr ia liza tio n , 
liv in g  standards, unem ploym ent, 
education and pub lic  hea lth : 
these are the problem s— along 
w ith  the a tta in m e n t o f c iv il l ib 
e rty  and p o lit ic a l democracy—  
to  the so lu tion  o f w h ich  the
re v o lu tio n a ry  26th o f J u ly  Move
m ent [th e  C astro-led m ovem ent] 
d irects its  e ffo rts . . .

A t  least 85 pe r cent o f Cu
ba’s sm all-scale fa rm ers  ren t
th e ir  land, and face the con
s tan t th re a t o f  eviction . M ore
than h a lf  o f o u r best arable 
land is in  fo re ig n  hands; in 
O riente, the broadest province 
o f Cuba the  lands o f the U n ited  
F r u it  Com pany and o f the W est 
Ind ies F r u it  Company un ite  our 
no rth e rn  and southern shores. 
Th roughou t the coun try , 200,000 
ru ra l fa m ilie s  a 're  w ith o u t a 
square fo o t o f land on which 
they can sup po rt themselves; 
y e t a lm ost ten m illio n  acres o f 
untouched arable land  rem ain 
in the hands o f p o w e rfu l in te r 
ests. , . .

E xcep t fo r  a fe w  food-produc
in g  indus tries  and some wood'- 
w o rk in g  and te x t ile  p lan ts, Cu
ba is essen tia lly  a producer o f 
ra w  m ateria ls . She exports  su
g a r and im p o rts  candy; she ex
po rts  lea the r and im p o rts  shoes; 
she exports  iro n  and im p o rts  
p lows. Everyone agrees th a t 
the re  is a g re a t need to  in 
d u s tria lize ; th a t  we lack m etal, 
paper and chem ical in d u s trie s ; 
th a t the techniques o f a g r ic u l
tu re  and an im al husbandry m ust 
be im proved ; .that our food'-pro 
ducing indus tries  m ust be ex
panded1. . . . B u t the possessors 
o f cap ita l keep the people bowed 
under ox-yokes, the s ta te  fo lds  
its  arm s, and in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  
w i l l  w a it  fo r  k ingdom  come.

A s  bad, o r  w o r s e ,  is the 
trage dy  o f ou r housing s itua - 
tio n i T here  are about 200,000 
hu ts and shacks in  Cuba; 400,- 
000 ru ra l and u rban  fa m ilie s  
liv e  crowded in  slum s w ith o u t 
the ba rest necessities o f  san i

ta tio n . Some 2,200,000 Cubans 
pay ren ts  w h ich absorb from  
o n e -f if th  to one-th ird  o f th e ir  
incomes, and 2,800,000 of our 
ru ra l suburban popu la tion  are 
w ith o u t e le c tr ic ity . In  th is  m a t
te r  we are blocked in  the same 
w ay: i f  the sta te  proposes a re 
duction  in ren ts, the p ro p r i
etors th rea ten  to  pa ra lyze con
s tru c tio n ; i f  the s t a t e  does 
no th in g , the owners bu ild  on ly  
so long  as they see h igh  ren ts. 
The e lec tr ic  - power m onopoly 
acts the  same w a y ; i t  extends 
its  lines on ly  so f a r  as i t  can 
v isua lize  a good p ro f i t ;  beyond 
th a t po in t, w h a t m a tte rs  i f  the 
people liv e  in  the dark. . . .

O ur educational system is a 
p e rfe c t com plem ent to the s it
ua tions ju s t  desor.ibed. . . . A n y  
ty p ic a l sm a ll European cou n try  
boasts m ore than 200 technica l 
and in d u s tr ia l-a r ts  schools!' in 
Cuba there  are on ly  s ix— and 
graduates go fo r th  w’i th  th e ir  
degrees on ly  to  f in d  th a t  the re  
is no w o rk  fo r  them . Less than 
h a lf  o f  ou r ru ra l ch ild ren o f 
school age can a ttend  school; 
and they go ba re foo t, ill-c lo th e d  
and ill- fe d . . .

O n ly  death frees people fro m  
such poverty , and in  th is  solu
tio n  the s ta te  cooperates. M ore 
than 90 p e r cent o f th e  c h il
dren in  ou r ru ra l areas are in 
fested w ith  parasites which en
te r  the  body th ro u g h  bare fee t. 
Society is g re a tly  moved by the 
k id na pp ing  o r m u rd e r o f a s in 
gle  ch ild , b u t i t  rem ains c r im 
in a lly  in d if fe re n t  to  the  mass 
m urde r o f our ch ild ren  th rough  
lack o f p ro p e r care. . .

In  such conditions, is  i t  s u r
p r is in g  th a t fro m  M ay to  De
cember we have m ore than a 
m illio n  unem ployed, and .that 
Cuba, w ith  a popu la tion  o f 
5,500,000 has m ore people un
employed than e ith e r F rance or 
I ta ly ,  whose popu la tions exceed 
40,000,000?

F o r the past num ber o f weeks 
a ru n n in g  con troversy  has taken 
place in  the pages o f the Peo
p le ’s W orld , a W est Coast 
w eekly re fle c tin g  the views o f 
the  C om m unist P a rty . The d is 
cussion was touched o f f  when 
the paper, in  a reversal o f p re 
vious practice, accepted a paid 
advertisem ent from  the Socia l
is t W orke rs  P a rty  in  .San- F ra n 
cisco announcing a cam paign 
ra l ly  fo r  F rank  B arba ria  and 
Joan Jordan, its  candidates fo r  
superv isor in  the  Novem ber 
election.

W ith  the . advertisem ent, the 
P W  published a s ta tem ent o f 
p o licy  dec la ring  th a t its  p u b li
cation d id  no t im p ly  endorse
m en t o f the S'WIP o r its  candi
dates. The s ta tem en t charged 
the iSWP w ith  "h o s t i l i ty  to the 
lands o f  socia lism ”  and “ tac
tics . . . wh ich do in ju ry  and 
sow discord in  the la b o r move
m en t and o th e r people’s o rgan
iza tions .”

H ow ever, in  subsequent is>- 
sues, the  P W  did prov ide ob
je c tive  news coverage o f the 
SW P cam paign and o f the sup

p o r t  extended i t  b y  V incen t 
H a llin a n , W a rre n  K . B illin g s  
and others.

M eanw hile  p ro  and con le t
te rs  on the issue o f independent 
p o lit ic a l action and on the cha r
ac te r and ro le  o f the S W P  be
gan to  appear in  t l ie  PW , cu l
m in a tin g  in  a fu l l  page o f such 
le tte rs  in  its  issue o f Nov. 9. 
M uch o f the con troversy  cen
tered around an Oct. 19 le tte r  
by A rch ie  B row n w 'h  i c h en
dorsed the  P W ’s a tta ck  on the 
SWIP and elaborated its  charges. 
The rep lies  th a t  h is  le tte r  p ro 
voked ind ica te the  g ro w in g  re 
v is io n  am ong Com m unist p a r
ty  members and supporters 
aga inst the  practice  o f t ry in g  
to  re fu te  the p o lit ic a l argum ents 
o f the  SW P w ith  S ta lin is t- ty p e  
slanders and d is to rtion s . The 
fo llo w in g  are excerpts fro m  
some o f  the le tte rs  which were 
published. The captions have 
been added.

* .  *  *

FRO M  A R C H IE  B R O W N
“ I  w a n t to agree m ost em

p h a tic a lly  w ith  y o u r s ta tem ent 
o f p o licy  . . .  I  even have m y

doubts as to  w h e the r o r no t 
you should have p rin te d  the  ad 
a t a ll.  However, m y rea l reason 
fo r  w r i t in g  th is  le tte r  is to  ex
pose some o f  the th in g s  th a t 
are happen ing in  and around 
the T ro ts k y  e lection cam paign 
in  San FYancisco. They have 
p u t ou t s o m e  fine -sound ing  
election m a te ria l which as usual 
is  a cover-up fo r  th e ir  d is rup 
t io n  and de te rm in a tion  to  de
s tro y  the C om m unist P a r ty  and 
o t h e r  people’s organ iza tions. 
V in cen t H a llin a n  and W arren  
K., B illin g s  are .fine people . ". . 
bu t I  question th e ir  judgm ent 
in  endorsing the  T ro ts k y ite  can
didates . . . J u s t lw w  do you 
elect w o rke rs  in these U n ited  
S tates. . .? B y  endorsing known 
d is ru p te rs  o f w o rke rs ’ o rg a n i
za tions here and inve te ra te  en
emies o f the  lands o f socialism  ? 
Is  t h i s  somebody’s idea o f 
u n ity ?

“ There would have been a 
chance to  elect someone fro m  
la bo r’s ranks . . . H ow ever, th is  
ca lls fo r  a C O A L IT IO N  P O L I
CY, w h ich  is fu r th e s t fro m  the 
though ts  o f the T ro ts k y ite s  . . .

Unemployment Lines A re  Growing

Unem ploym ent compensation lines, lik e  the above d u rin g  the auto cutbacks in  D e tro it la s t 
year, are now becoming m ore frequen t th roughou t the U.S. as the cu rre n t recession begins to 
be fe lt .  D u rin g  the la s t week o f Novem ber 225,000 w orkers were reg istered fo r  jobless benefits 
in New Y ork  —  a 50% increase over the same period las t year.

A  Mild Recession
By Bob Whitehead

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS 
On Socialism 

and the Labor 
Movement

O rder F ree Cata log fro m : 
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

I t ’s 6 A .M .
The place: N e w  Y o rk  C ity .
A  young couple awaken to 

the pea ling  o f a B ig  Ben. The 
young m an jum ps ou t o f bed 
and hustles in to  his c lo th ing , 
rub b ing  his sk in  to b rin g  
w a rm th . “ You can sleep aw hile 
longer,”  he te lls  the g ir l .  She 
wastes no tim e  acquiescing. 
A f te r  a cup o f  tea he heads 
to the f ro n t  door. ‘ ‘Good luck, 
honey,”  she calls.

W a lk in g  q u ick ly  w e s t  to 
wards W est B roa dw ay on F o u rth  
S tree t, the  young man stops on 
the corner to  scan the f r o n t  
pages o f the  T im es he can’t  
a f fo rd  to  buy. “ I t ’s a lm ost 
C hris tm as,”  he th in ks , “ and I  
can’t  spend a n icke l on the 
dam n T im es. San ta  C laus w i l l  
be able to  p lay  the t i t le  ro le 
in  the  'T h in  M an,’ th is  y e a r.”

As he proceeds w est he takes 
a card fro m  his pocket and 
reads an address. The line  on 
the  card he likes te s t  is : ‘ ‘Tem 
p o ra ry  w ork . Pay by the day.”  
The name o f an acquaintance 
is scraw led across the top. The 
fr ie n d  had to ld  h im  he had 
w e igh t. The boss w ou ld1 be sure 
to p u t h im  to  w o rk  once he saw 
the name o f the gu y  w ho’d sent 
h im  down there.

The f r o n t  has )the nafne o f 
the  estab lishm qnt. The w indows 
say shape-up a t 6:30, but there 
atfe men In the re  a lready a t 
tw e n ty  a fte r .  The room  is hot 
and s tu f fy  w ith  a heater hang
in g  from  the ce ilin g  go ing f u l l  
b las t. The s to re  is on ly  15 t>y 
15 bu t there  are more tha n  th i r 
t y  men hudd ling  tog e the r and 
more f i l in g  in  by  the  m inute.

Tw o men, s it t in g  on one o f 
the  f iv e  wooden benches, have 
made fr ie n d s :

“ I ’ve been com ing dtown here

fo r  over a week now,”  says the 
f ir s t ,  “ and th a t boss a in ’t  sent 
me ou t on a job  y e t:”

The young man w a lks  to a 
coun te r w here a well-dressed 
executive -look ing chap is  w r i t 
in g  on a pad. He shows h im  the 
card. “ Have a seat,”  says the 
boss, go ing  back to  h is w o rk .

“ W e ll,”  says the second man, 
“ I  hear th in gs  are ju s t  about 
the same a ll over. F rien d  of 
m ine lives in  M o n tc la ir .  Jus t 
bought h is house, and th ings  
looked O K , so he bought a 
brand new M e rc u ry , too. Now 
he’s hung because the re  a in ’t  
a damn- th in g  he can do w ith  
any o f th a t s tu ff.  D ea le r w ou ld 
n ’t  g ive  h im  any m oney to  sell 
the c a r 'back and he can’t  b o r
ro w  a n y th in g  on h is  house.’ ’ 

The young m an is ce rta in  
there  m ust be som eth ing w ro ng  
w ith  the man a t the desk. He 
doesn’t  understand th a t  he has 
a ca rd  f ro m  a fr ie n d — a guy 
w ith  connections. (But th is  tim e 
the m an is a l i t t le  m ore  ex
p l ic it  in  h is d irec tions  to s it .  
He says everybody a round  here 
w a its  a like . “ Nobody’s special 
w hen I  have the on ly  w o rk  
around tow n .”

T he  f i r s t  m an is  ta lk in g  
again. “ When I  lo s t my la s t job, 
m y old  lady  said she w asn’t  go
in g  to  le t me s it  around th a t 
house, so I  w ent down to  W a r
ren S treet. A lw ays  supposed to 
be w o rk  down there . They sent 
me over to  one o f those fa c to 
rie s  on the  L o w e r E ast Side. I  
asked the guy w h a t he was 
paying, and he said 90 cents an 
hour. I  couldn’ t  believe m y ears. 
I  said, ‘You can’t  do th a t;  the 
law  says you have to  pay a do l
la r . ’ He sa id : ‘ I  go t o th e r prob
lems w ith o u t you te ll in g  me 
w ha t the  law  is .’ I  a in ’t  been to 
W arren  S tree t since.”

Washington, Oregon Hit by Layoffs
S E A T T L E , Dec. 1 —  Unem ploym ent in the N o rth w e s t has 

been la p id ly  r is in g  since A ug us t 1956. The state o f W ashington 
has the h ighest num ber o f jobless since 1949, w h ile  unem ploy
m ent in  Oregon fo llow s  a s im ila r trend . T h is  down trend  haa 
been accelerated since September 1957. Lum ber, A irc ra ft ,  Ship 
B u ild in g  and M eta l Trades fe lt  the sharpest decline in  em ploy
ment.

Peter H. Giovine, W ash ing ton S tate E m ploym ent S ecu rity  
Com m issioner reported 35,318 persons applied fo r  jobless benefits  
d u rin g  the week o f Nov. 5. T h is  was 16% m ore than the previous 
week and 60% more than the same week a yea r ago. T h is  was 
b ro ug h t about by heavy la y o ffs  a t Boeing a irc ra f t  and in  lum ber 
industries. Since then, unem ploym ent has leveled o f f  to the 
tune o f 3,000 new persons per week. D u rin g  the week ending 
Nov. 23, 3,673 were th row n  on the unem ploym ent ro lls  w h ich 
brings the to ta l fo r  W ashington to 45,695 —  th is  is 15,624 more 
than the same week la s t year.

U nem ploym ent in  Oregon in  the past m onth showed a 
13,600 increase over October 1956 when 25,400 were seeking w ork .

The W ash ing ton M e ta l Trades Council, A F L -C IO  reports  
th a t one th ird  less man hours were worked d u rin g  la s t September 
than d u rin g  September o f ius t year. —  J. B. and R. T.

S o o n . it  was too fu l l  fo r  ev
eryone to s it  o r  stand w ith in . 
The latecom ers had1 to stand on 
the sidewalk. The young man 
had a seat w h ich  he wang led 
p re tty  clqse to  the boss’ desk, 
so he cou ld ge t called i f  the 
gu y  had som eth ing to send 
someone ou t on. B u t the re  were 
a few  whom  the m an seemed to  
know’, and he would ca ll them 
over, g ive  them  a s lip  Of paper 
w ith  an address, have them  sign 
a sheet and then the y  g o t a dol
la r  b i l l .  The process w’as re 
peated tw e n ty  tim es by 10 A .M ., 
b u t s t i l l  no th in g  fo r  the young 
m an and the place seemed as 
f u l l  as i t  had been a t 6:30.

The tw o  men w ho had been 
ta lk in g  each had 20 cents. They 
pooled to  ge t tw o  conta iners o f 
coffee, and one c ru lle r  w h ich 
they  s p lit .  “ I  can’t  f ig u re  i t , ”  
said the f ir s t .  “ W h a t do you 
have to  do to  ge t th a t guy to 
send you on som e th ing? ”

“ I  th in k ,”  said the  second, 
“ th a t  i t ’s ju s t  a m a tte r o f  h im  
seeing you enough tim es.”  He 
noticed the  young m an fo r  the 
f i r s t  tim e. ‘ ‘N eve r saw you here 
before, son,”  he said in  a fr ie n d 
ly  m id -w este rn  voice. “ W ha t 
lin e  o f w o rk  do you. usu a lly  
do?”  The young man was deep 
in  h is ow n though ts , re a liz in g  
th a t he’d lo s t a w’hole m orn ing  
fro m  h is  up tow n hu n tin g . He 
looked up s lo w ly  and said, 
“ Newspaper.”  The o rd e r men ex
changed glances. “ T h a t makes 
you ou t to  be a long  w a y  fro m  
home, don’t  i t ? ”  asked the f i r s t  
man. “ Y ou g o t co llege?”  The 
young man nodded yes.

“ P fe ffe r , J.ones, McCoy, Stubbs, 
P a rke r, L ip sh u ltz , T anner a n d  
Bolrme, come and ge t th is  slip. 
T h a t’s a ll I  have. Y ou guys can 
s tay  and keep w a rm  i f  you 
w a n t to , b u t th a t ’s i t  fo r  to 
day. T ry  the departm ent stores 
fo r  s tock jobs i f  y.ou lik e .”  The 
boss tu rne d  and w en t in to  his 
o ffic e  and the  men dispersed.

T he  young man took his la s t 
q u a rte r and w e n t in to  a lunch
eonette t.o have coffee and bo 
th in k . “ W h a t am I  go ing  to  te ll 
her w’hen she comes home, and 
I  d idn ’ t  g e t a n y th in g ? ”  He 
gives the w a itress  h is o rd e r fo r  
coffee and a dan isb— a cheese 
danish, m ore p ro te in . A s  he sits 
s ip p in g  h is  coffee the  rad io  
news comes on: “ The cost o f 
l iv in g  index has T is e n  fo r  the 
13th consecutive m ohth, the  L a 
bo r D epartm ent announced. 
M eanw hile  a s ta tem ent from  
th a t same departm ent says the 
em ploym ent p ic tu re  has grown 
m ore serious w ith  m ore la y o ffs  
in  the E ast and W est Coast a ir 
c ra f t  p lan ts . O ther indus tries  
have repo rted  m ild  cutbacks in  
s k ille d  and unsk illed  personnel.”

the y  o f fe r  some k in d  o f a ‘la 
bo r’ p a r ty  instead . . . Some 
people say th a t the Com m unists 
should have ru n  a candidate in 
the  loca l elections . . .  I  know  
pe rsona lly  th a t one o f the  de
te rm in in g  fa c to rs  as to  w hy 
no w o rke r ran  w ith  C om m unis t 
suppo rt is  th a t  he o r she w ou ld  
s im p ly  lose th e ir  job  and stand 
the danger o f be ing hounded1 by 
va rious  governm enta l agencies. 
I t  is in te re s tin g  to  note the 
T ro tsky ite s  do n o t seem to have 
th is  p rob lem , even though they 
c la im  to  be ten  tim es m ore 
r-r-re v o lu t io n a ry  than the Com
m un is ts .”

*  *  *
A R E P L Y  B Y  P L A Y W R IG H T  
GEORGE H IT C H C O C K

. . L ik e  V in ce n t H a llin a n  
a n d  W a rre n  B illin g s , I  have 
endorsed the candidacy o f F ra n k  
B a rb a ria  and Joan Jordan a l
though  I  am in  no w ay a f f i l i 
ated1 w ith  the >SWP and have 
p ro fo u n d  d iffe rences w ith  them 
on m any questions, in c lu d in g  
th e ir  estim ate o f S oviet a ffa irs . 
How ever, lik e  m any o th e r so
c ia lis ts  o f m y acquaintance, I  
question n e ith e r th e ir  s in ce rity  
o r courage in ru n n in g  fo r  o f 
fice  on a soc ia lis t p la tfo rm . 
T h e ir  p la tfo rm  is  exce llent, they 
are bo th  w o rk in g  people and 
should, I  th in k , be supported by 
a ll soc ia lis t-m inded vo te rs  . . .

“ F in a lly , A rch ie  B row n even 
questions y o u r w isdom  in  p r in t 
in g  a pa id advertisem ent b y  the 
SWCP . . . T h is  is a v ita l ques
tion . A n d  i f  people like  M r. 
B row n are successful in  pres
su ring  th e ir  paper in to  supress- 
in g  soc ia lis t v iew po in ts  w ith  

wh ich they  don’t  agree, I  fo re 
see a v e ry  d im  fu tu re  fo r  i t . ”  

*  *  *

DOES H ITC H C O C K  R E A D  
M IL IT A N T , A S K  “ G. &  F. H .”

“ In  the  name .of soc ia lis t u n i
ty  George H itchcock . . . has 
held up to  scorn- a C om m unist 
and ‘unreconstructed o ld -tim e r ’ 
fo r  p resum ing to  question the 
s in ce rity  o f the S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty . One can n o t help but 
adm ire h is  courage in  a tta c k 
in g  a C o m m u n i s t ,  b u t is  
tem pted to  question his a b ili ty  
to read, despite h is renow n as 
a scholar . . .  o r perhaps he 
doesn’t  r e a d  The M il ita n t?  
Reading th is  o f f ic ia l organ o f 
the  S W P, one is repeatedly ex
posed: to  h o s t ility  and denun
c ia tion  o f the S ov ie t U n ion  and 
in  fa c t  e ve ry th in g  and eve ry
one to  the  le f t  o f the ra th e r 
squat pos ition  th is  group has 
assumed fo r  m any years . . . 
H itchcock is liab le  to  .promote 
som eth ing m ore than soc ia lis t 
u n ity  i f  he continues to  harp  
on the uncom prom is ing r ig id i ty  
o f C om m unists  as opposed to 
the  sweet reasonableness o f 
those whose devotion to soc ia l
ism fa lte rs  on ly  as i t  approach
es re a liz a tio n .”

* *  *
A D A M  L A P IN  T H IN K S  SWP 
GOT B A R G A IN  O N A I)

“ T h a t one-inch ad fo r  a So
c ia lis t W orkers  p a r ty  cam paign j 
r a l ly  . . .  a fe w  weeks ago has 
been pa rlayed  in to  a good m any! 
inches o f copy. The  P W  found 
i t  necessary to  accompany the j 
ad w ith  an e d ito r ia l s ta tem ent 
denouncing the SW P. Then 
A rch ie  B ro w n  w ro te  a long ish  
le t te r  w ondering  i f  the  ad 
should have been p r in te d  in  the

NAACP in L.A. 
Says Don’t Buy 
Budweiser Beer

LOS A N G E LE S , Nov. 17 —  
The Los Angeles branch o f the 
N A A C P  has launched a boycott 
aga ins t Budweiser beer as the 
in it ia l action in  a ta re fu l ly  p lan 
ned cam paign designed to  con
vince the na tions’ breweries o f 
the  d e s ira b ility  o f adop ting  fa ir  
em ploym ent polic ies in  a ll phas
es o f th e ir  operations.

Anheuser-Busch, m a n u fa c tu r
ers o f Budw eiser beer, is  no t 
the on ly com pany w h ich  p rac
tices d is c r im in a to ry  h ir in g , b u t 
the N A A C P  has decided to  tack le  
one company a t a tim e  in  order 
to  ob ta in  the  m ost e ffec tive  
resu lts .

I t  is  reported th a t Budweiser 
has a $30,000,1000 p la n t and th a t 
in  its  en tire  opera tion i t  employs 
on ly  tw o  Negroes, one as a ba r 
boy and the o th e r as a sales
man.

The loca l Com m unity has re 
sponded en thus ias tica lly  to  the 
N A A C P  appeal. The w ord  is 
ra p id ly  be ing passed a long: ‘ ‘No 
Bud.”  Tavern  and cafe owners 
have jo ined the  Beverage Im 
provem ent Com m ittee o f the 
N A A C P , under the  tem po ra ry  
cha irm anship o f Rev. M aurice 
A . D aw kins, president, and re 
po rte d ly  have s tripped  th e ir  
shelves and iceboxes o f Budweis
er.

They have also adopted a p o li
cy o f re fu s in g  to  make any sep
a ra te  agreem ents w ith  A nheu
ser-Busch, in s is tin g  th a t  a ll ne
go tia tio ns  be handled th rou gh  
the com m ittee.

f i r s t  place . . . The S W P sure 
g o t its  m oney’s w o rth  fro m  a 
one-inch ad. I  th in k  B row n ’s 
le tte r  w as in tem pera te  and v i
tup e ra tive . I t  was h a rd ly  ca l
cu la ted to  convince any bu t the 
a lrea dy  convinced . . .  I  have 
no axe to  g r in d  fo r  the S W P ; 
i t  is too deeply m ired  in  the 
Russian p o lit ic s  o f  several dec
ades ago to  o ffe r  a constructive  
soc ia lis t p rog ram  fo r  the U.S. 
today. B u t I  do have an axe to 
g r in d  fo r  the  PW . A nd I  fee l 
the PW  is a lie n a tin g  m any po
te n tia l fr ie n d s  by its  a tt itu d e  
tow a rd  the SWP. . .”

“ A rch ie  B row n is n o t lik e ly  
to  wean H a llin a n , B illin g s  or 
anyone aw ay fro m  the S ocia l- 
l is t  W orke rs  P a r ty  w ith  such a 
poor, p u lin g  le tte r  . . . K n o w 
in g  the ro le  o f the T ro tsky ite s  
in  S pa in  and elsewhere as w e ll 
as A rch ie , I  do n o t t ru s t  them. 
B u t a tta c k in g  them , A rch ie  
faces aw ay fro m  the rea l en
em y . . . P robab ly  one reason 
W a rre n  K . B il lin g s  is  sup po rt
in g  the S W P  is  th a t he sees 
the  S W P  do ing som eth ing to  
w in  a new t r ia l fo r  M o rton  So
b e ll . . . Perhaps he wonders 
w h a t A rch ie  and h is  un ion have 
done fo r  Sobell in  the la s t year 
o r so. B u t people say, th a t 
the Sobell case is  no t ‘ broad’ 
enough. . .”

* *  ♦
W A N T S  CP TO R U N  
IT S  O W N  C A N D ID A T E S

“ . . . B row n states the re  is 
‘g re a t m e r it ’ in  the idea o f Com
m u n is t candidates in  loca l elec
tions  and then proceeds to  say 
th a t one o f the problem s p re 
v e n tin g  th is  is  jo b  secu rity . In  
m y m ind, jo b  se cu rity  is a sec
on da ry  question and should be 
regarded as such. W h a t appears 
to  me to  be the f i r s t  step is 
the  decision am ongst the Com
m un is t P a r ty  m em bership to 
run  candidates. In  the pas t such 
decision was decided in the P a r
t y ’s county sta te  com m ittees . . . 
and never d i s c u s s e d  w id e ly  
am ong the ra n k  and f ile .  I  p e r
son a lly  have been in  fa v o r  o f 
CP candidates b u t  in  m y e ig h t 
years o f experience in  the p a r ty  
a f u l l  discussion am ong the 
m em bership h a s  no t t a k e n  
place. .

*  *  *

SW P C A M P A IG N  M G ’R 
A S H E R  H A R A  W R IT E S

“ . . . 'I w ou ld  lik e  to  tha nk  
the People’s W o rld  fo r  accept
in g  our cam paign ra l ly  ads . . . 
T h a t some w ou ld  p ro te s t the 
P W ’s reco gn ition  o f the chang
in g  tim es is to  be expected. 
B u t is  i t  too m uch to  expect 
th a t such a p ro te s t —  a t a m in 
im u m —  should be based on 
fa c t, n o t f ic t io n  ? F o r  example, 
B row n  s lu rs  the SW P cand i
dates by  say ing  th a t i t  is  a 
s trange th in g  th a t  the y  can ru n  
f o r  pub lic  o ff ic e  ‘b u t do no t 
lose th e ir  jobs.’ . . . The fa c ts : 
B a rb a ria  was screened fro m  h is  
jo b  as a seaman. He has been 
b lack lis te d  fro m  eve ry  shop in  
San F rancisco in  h is trade and 
is  a t the present tim e  compelled 
to  w o rk  .outside the c ity  . . .

“ B ro th e r B row n  and I  are 
bo th  longshorem en. W e ' h a v e  
fa r  m ore job  s e cu rity  than  B a r
b a ria  o r Jordan. A s  a m a tte r  
o f fa c t. B ro th e r B row n s t i l l  has 
the  same jo b  he had when he 
ra n  fo r  governor. He could ru n  
f o r  superv isor. . . B row n ad
m its  th a t the  B arba ria -Jo rd an  
cam paign has p u t ou t some 
‘fine -sound ing ’ election m a te ria l 
b u t goes on to  say th is  is ‘ a 
cover-up fo r  th e ir  d is ru p tio n . . .’  
Does th is  m ake sense ? T ha t 
f in e  sound ing election m a te ria l 
and sup po rt o f f in e  people . . . 
can d is ru p t the C om m unist P a r
ty , w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions and 
‘the lands o f socia lism .’

''B ro th e r  B ro w n ’s on ly  fa c tu a l 
evidence to prove his charges 
is  the fo llo w in g : th a t the SWIP 
supports  the idea o f a Labo r 
p a rty . T ru e  —  bu t is th is  dis
ru p tio n ?  The candidates sta te  
open ly in  th e ir  f in e  sounding 
election m a te ria l th a t the  w o rk 
ers and the m in o r ity  peoples 
need th e ir  own p o lit ic a l p a r ty ;  
th a t support o f Republicans and 
D em ocrats is a b lind  a lley . As 
V incen t H a llin a n  once p u t i t :  
fo r  w o rke rs  to  en ter the Demo
c ra tic  p a r ty  w ith  the idea o f 
c o n tro llin g  i t  is  lik e  ‘a tte m p t
in g  to  d ire c t a w ha le  fro m  in 
side its  stom ach.’ W ould you 
consider V in c e n t H a llin a n  a d is
ru p te r, B ro th e r B ro w n ? ”
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