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Why Howard Fast Quit the CP

L ike  a voice from  the past, the Sunday, 
Nov. 3, issue of the W orker called to mind 
several decades o f frame-ups, slander and 
calumny. In those days the Socialist W ork
ers P arty was accused by Stalin o f being' 
“ counter-revolutionary”  and “ fascist.”  The 
Communist P arty  in th is country echoed 
every slander w ith  the  zeal o f lieutenants 
anxious to prove the ir worth.

A fte r  publication o f the “ secret”  revela
tions o f Khrushchev in  1956 the Daily 
W orker grew somewhat contrite. In  an 
editoria l on June 7, 1956, there appeared 
the now-famous apology: “ We were wholly 
ignorant tha t these crimes [o f S talin] had 
been committed, yet there was reputable 
evidence ’had we but listened. How then 
explain our consistent denunciation o f 
many people as ‘enemies’ o f the working 
class because they condemned these 
c r i m e s ?  We were wrong, te rrib ly  
wrong. . . W hat was unforgivable and 
inexcusable was the manner in  which we 
passed judgment —  harsh and sometimes 
v indictive in tone —  on many o f our fellow 
Americans based solely on th e ir critic ism  
o f the Stalin ru le.”

That was one mood. Today another is 
evident. We read in  the W orker, Nov. 3, 
in  an article signed by Benjam in J. Davis 
and George B. Charney, “ A  vote fo r the 
SWP is a vote tha t objectively gives some 
measure o f support to counter-revolu
tion .”  »

Perhaps there is some distance between 
calling one’s working-class opponents 
“ fascist mad-dogs”  and using the more 
cautious form ulation th a t Trotskyists 
“ objectively”  give “ some measure”  o f

support to counter-revolution. B u t is 
■cautious slander all tha t the apologies o f 
1056 have yielded?

The Daily W orker may consider the 
SWP election campaign “ ineffective.”  Our 
candidates were not elected. The Daily 
W orker told its  readers to vote fo r Wagner 
and the m a jo rity  o f New Yorkers did 
vote fo r Wagner.

Our campaign fo r  working-class and 
socialist candidates can be considered 
effective only i f  one has the perspective 
o f educating voters about socialism. In 
th is  sense, we believe the SWP electoral 
a c tiv ity  was extremely effective. We be
lieve i t  succeeded in breaking down a 
great many misconceptions purposely 
developed by the cap ita lis t opponents o f 
socialism.

Davis and Charney do not charge the 
SWP alone o f “ objectively”  g iv ing  “ sup
po rt to counter-revolution.”  Vincent Hal- 
linan, form er Progressive P arty  presiden
tia l candidate and the National Guardian 
editors must also be g u ilty  o f th is  crime. 
Both urged support o f the SWP candi
dates.

To say tha t a campaign fo r  socialism in 
any way “ objectively”  supports counter
revolution and to use the perfidious 
reasoning employed by Charney and 
Davis is to  substitu te vindictiveness, m is
representation and slander —t th e  old 
S ta lin ist techniques —  fo r  open and 
honest argumentation. We believe the 
radical movement in America, including 
the CP ranks, has had its  be lly fu l of 
S talin ist-type polemics.

A Vital Right Attacked
The r ig h t o f trade unions to engage in 

political ac tiv ity  is under attack in the 
current tr ia l o f the United Automobile 
Workers on charges tha t the U AW ’s tele
vision program violated the Federal Cor
ru p t Practices Act. That act states tha t 
i t  is illegal fo r  “ unions o r corporations”  
to give financial backing to candidates in 
Federal elections.

As fa r  as corporations are concerned, 
the law is a complete farce. Corporations 
dictate the political policies of all the 
m a jo r propaganda media in the country 
by d irect ownership or the money they 
spend on advertising. Corporation ex
ecutives and b ig stockholders completely 
control both the Republican and Demo
cratic. parties, in  large part through the 
huge financial contributions they make 
“ as individuals”  and tha t they “ advise”  
th e ir employes to make “ as individuals.”

In  the D etro it tr ia l, the government is 
attem pting to punish the U A W  fo r tak ing  
up political questions during election time 
on its  regular year-round television show 
“ Meet the UAW .”

The r ig h t o f labor unions to engage in 
political a c tiv ity  must be defended, not 
only on the grounds o f the defense o f 
c iv il liberties, bu t also because working 
people cannot solve the ir problems w ithout 
organizing fo r political action. We disa
gree w ith  the way the U AW  officialdom  
exei*cises tha t r ig h t —  i t  helps keep the 
unions chained to B ig  Business politicians 
p rim a rily  in the Democratic Party. But 
precisely because we recognize the need 
fo r the unions to run  the ir own inde
pendent candidates fo r office and to build 
a labor party, we wish to underscore the 
danger involved in the present attack on 
the U A W ’s TV  program.

[W e publish below, for the in 
formation of M ilitan t readers, 
excerpts from “The W rite r and 
the Commissar” by Howard Fifet, 
prominent novelist who resigned 
from the American Communist 
Party last winter. This article 
will appear in a new magazine, 
Prospectus, scheduled for pub
lication this week. An abridged 
version appeared in the Nov. 2 
issue of Peter Fryer's Newslet
ter, from which the following 
excerpts are taken. —  Ed.]

Along the way I  w ill, inevita
bly, (be asked: Where am I  go
ing? Thousands have already 
asked. For it is, I  think a char
acteristic of men of good w ill to 
see our brief tim e on earth as 
a  passage— wherefore the desti
nation assumes supreme import
ance. Yet even when the destina
tion becomes a faith  akin nearly 
to certainty, there are those who 
see it  as secondary to the par
ticular roads leading to it.

For me, the destination has re
mained unchanged— total broth
erhood of man, a world-wide en
t ity  of love and creativity, in 
which life  is neither wasted nor 
despised. -

For many of us, the road to 
this goal was the Communist 
Party, and in all too many of 
us the road became prim ary to 
the destination. In  time, the road 
became sacred, whereas the des
tination blurred w ith  increasing 
unreality.

In  what follows, I  shall reveal 
something of the particular ex
perience of a w rite r within the 
Communist P arty  o f the United  
States, and also as a part of 
the world communist movement.

N O T  B IT T E R
This is not a record of disillu

sionment, fo r a broadening of 
knowledge and deepening of ex
perience must be the very op
posite of disenchantment.

N o r am I  bitter. I f  so many 
others, have paid a considerable 
price fo r certain knowledge, no 
knowledge comes cheaply and 
others have paid in larger sums.

I  have not turned “anti-com
munist,” fo r I  believe that “antir
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communism,” as we know it  in 
America, is as fraudulent as 
“anti-Sovietism” is dangerous.

* * *«
There is an addendum to the 

a'bove, almost in the way of a 
footnote, yet a little  more than 
that. I t  concerns a moment of 
bitter decision, the m o m e n t  
when I  ceased to be a commu
nist, and turns upon a pledge 
not to remain silent when I  know 
I  must speak.

I  w ill speak to the harm of no 
man and name no man ever, if  
naming him confronts him, in 
his turn, w ith  injustice. But 
when men coast on the awful 
tides of history, they must be 
spoken of.

The story of this moment of 
bitter decision is the story of 
such a man, but I  cannot name 
him, fo r i t  woi»ld bring death to 
him. I  w ill therefore never iden
tify  him, or even the country he 
represented, and you must take 
the story on my word.

He w ill know that the story is 
true, and others w ill recognize 
the genre. I  call him the diplo
mat.

I  le ft the Communist P arty  in

A Convenient Out
The long silence o f Senator Fu lbright, 

Arkansas Democrat, on the world-shaking 
events in L it t le  Rock, in his home state, 
has been broken at last. On Nov. 2 he ex
pressed the fear tha t Congress m igh t be
come “ practically immobilized”  over new 
c iv il r ig h ts  quarrels in its  next session.

“ We have some vastly more im portant 
th ings to do than to spend our time 
wrangling over c iv il righ ts  —  including 
catching up w ith  the Russians’ sputnik 
and th e ir missile development,”  said Fu l
b righ t.

The Democratic Senator must have 
sighed w ith  re lie f when the Sputnik sailed 
in to space and diverted attention from  
the crimes his colleagues in Arkansas 
were com m itting against nine heroic 
youth. And now F u lb rig h t would use the 
Sputnik to bar the door to  effective c iv il 
righ ts  legislation.

Could i t  be tha t F u lb righ t is anxious 
to  get to the moon f ir s t  so th a t he .can 
plant a Southern sign “ fo r whites 
only” ?

The Daily Worker on Zhukov
Evidence continues to  mount th a t the 
leadership o f the American Communist 
P arty  is choking o ff  free discussion w ith in  
the party  and abandoning any pretense o f 
theoretical independence from  the Krem 
lin . Its  masquerade was required because 
o f the revo lt against thought control in ' 
the party  follow ing the revelations about 
Stalin. B ut the CP leaders never liked i t  
and now tha t they have the party  back 
in  control they are forc ing  i t  back into 
the pre-20th Congress mold.

The abject acceptance and hosannah- 
shouting in praise o f the K rem lin ’s actions 
were illustrated in the D aily W orker 
editoria l hailing the purge o f Marshal 
Zhukov. This, cry the editors, was an 
“ action fo r peace.”  I t  is to be noted tha t 
in  its  f ir s t  news article (Oct. 28) on the 
Zhukov a ffa ir, the DW inclined to the 
belief tha t he was going to be moved up 
in  the Krem lin hierarchy, possibly to the 
premiership, ra ther than down. The head
line then was “ Zhukov S h ift Seen P art of 
Soviet Peace A im .”

Thus by the DW ’s “ in terpreta tion”  
e ither Zhukov’s promotion or demotion

was an “ act fo r peace.”  Behind th is  lies 
the basic rule th a t whatever the K rem lin 
does is autom atically r ig h t and must be 
sold to the American workers. Had Zhukov 
triumphed in the power f ig h t and purged 
Khrushchev, the DW would, o f course, 
have fa ith fu lly  hailed the outcome and 
explained i t  ed itoria lly  as an “ action fq r 
peace.”  In  the interests o f economy the 
DW  m igh t do well to save the lead o f its 
editoria l against the chance tha t Zhukov 
subsequently makes a come-back. Then i t  
could be run again simply transposing 
the names so tha t Zhukov appears where 
Khrushchev is, and vice versa.

L ike the American CP leaders, T og lia tti 
was at f ir s t  unsure whether Zhukov was 
going up or down. This caused the Ita lian  
CP the same embarrassment as the DW. 
One Ita lian  newspaper commented: “ To
g lia tti unlike T ito  doesn’t  have lumbago. 
He is going to Moscow. A ll Krem lin bosses 
are OK w ith  h im : Stalin, Malenkov,
Khrushchev, and Zhukov, all as long as 
they are in power.”  By some coincidence 
th is  would seem to apply to the American 
CP leaders.

GE's "Concern"
Editor:

In  the Oct. 11 issue of Gen
eral Electric News "published in 
the interests of its employees,” 
GE gave its whole front page 
over to a thing against the 32- 
hour week a t 40 hours pay. They 
had a cartoon on there, too— a 
bewildered guy opening a pack
age and two eyes peeping out. 
The caption said, “Wrapped like 
a g ift— but it  w ill b ite!” I t  
goes on to say, “Better get the 
lid back on that attractively  
wrapped package before the 
monster leaps out and starts 
taking his bite” and “ Inflation, 
less goods and services.”

Kinda makes you feel sorry 
fo r these poor bosses. Only a 
meager p ro fit like 20% and 
salaries of $50,000 to $100,000 a 
year plus so-called “business 
expenses.” They feel so much 
concern o v e r  the welfare of 
their employes! A fte r all, they 
have to “protect the jobs of the 
great m ajority of people unaf
fected by layoffs,” as the GE 
News says— that is, of those 
who weren’t  laid o ff when GE 
decided to move their re frigera
tor p lant to Dixieland (the 
land of the K K K , W hite C iti
zens Councils a n d  anti - union 
conditions.)

There is only one thing they 
“forgot” to mention and that is 
that inflation is actually an ef
fect of the parasitic system 
they wallow in —  capitalism. 
(Now  imagine them forgetting  
a thing like that. I ’ll bet you 
i t  isn’t  too hard fo r them.)

B. G.
Erie, Pa.

On China Report
Editor:

I  read with great" interest the 
report on students in China, 
published in your issue of Oct. 
7. The report is im portant for  
a number of reasons. F irstly , it  
confirms the fac t of what i t  
describes as “the democratic 
and socialist revolution in Chi
na” which has advanced “ Chi
nese society by a g iant’s step.” 
T hat is,, i t  confirms the class 
character of the state as a 
workers’ state— located between 
capitalism and socialism. Sec
ondly, it  grasps the reality of 
bureaucracy which is clearly the 
principal obstacle to further 
progress of the Chinese Revo
lution. Third ly, i t  effectively  
deals w ith the crop of Maoists 
who have been bowled over by 
the now famous speech “On the 
correct handling of contradic
tions among the people.” Like 
t h e  historic Khrushchev 20th 
Congress speech which was her
alded by the fellow-travelers as 
evidence of a genuine turn of 
the bureaucracy toward social-

ism, toward historical truth  
and rectification, Mao’s speech 
has been seized upon by the 
Stalinists to bolster up the last 
remaining illusions t h a t  the 
fa ith fu l may still retain in Sta
linism.

W hat is as yet lacking from  
reports coming from China is 
the extent to which the bureau
cracy has emerged as a caste 
on the Russian model. Facts | 
a n d  figures which Trotsky  
made available in such books 
as The Revolution Betrayed 
gives the reader a fu ll view of 
the workings of the bureaucra
cy not only, politically, but as 
a social caste. I t  is important 
that a further selection of re
ports from China be published 
which w ill a t least provide the 
skeleton fo r a comprehensive 
survey of Chinese society along 
the lines which Trotsky worked 
on in his (book, The Revolution 
Betrayed.

E . S. H.
London, England

Ohio Civil Rights
Editor:

The following letter was sent 
to me by a M ilitan t reader in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Jean Simon
Cleveland

Dear Miss Simon:
I  want to congratulate you 

on your article in the Aug. 19 
issue of the paper. I  was espe
cially interested since “ Set-Back 
fo r W itch Hunt Seen in Ohio 
T -H  Case” was datelined Cleve
land. Being an Ohio resident 
makes me very conscious of the 
troubles of the laboring people 
in this highly industrialized 
state.

Apparently the large number 
of rich has kept the Ohio State 
Administration, or at least the 
legislature in reactionary hands 
most of the time over the past 
few  years. The Anna Morgan 
situation came to my mind as I  
read your article. The history 
of her persecution by the Ohio 
Subversive Activities Control 
Board and the Courts is an ex
ample of the degree to which 
freedom of speech is restricted 
in the state.

I  am glad to see that w r it 
ers such as yourself and your 
editors have the courage to ex
pose the abuses by the Federal 
Government of due process of 
law on both the state and na
tional levels. Although I  really  
know very little  of the SW P it 
appears to be in the vanguard 
of organizations determined to 
protect the rights oi the in- 
dividua

G.D

February, 1957. E arlie r, in June, 
1956, I  wrote in the Daily W ork
er a b itter denunciation of the 
lack of civil rights and liberties 
in the Soviet Union.

T A L K S  W IT H  D IP L O M A TS
Between t h e  appearance of 

that denunciation and the public 
announcement of my .leaving the 
party, a number of diplomats 
and newspapermen f r o m  the 
“satellite nations” sought me out. 
Some were very high-placed per
sons in the foreign service of 
their countries; others not so 
high-placed.

Because of my past reputation, 
and the fact that, as a part of 
the communist movement, I  had 
openly ranged m y s e l f  against 
the Stalin ist forces in the Com
munist P arty  of the United 
States, they fe lt free to talk to 
me.

They spread before my already 
tortured eyes such a picture of 
terror, injustice, and sheer n ight
mare as to make a Khrushchev 
‘‘secret” speech seem but a mod
erate outline of a never-to-be- 
itemized totality.

They talked coldly, they talked 
w ith passion, they talked with 
hatred. Some w e p t  as they  
talked. Some relived the agony 
of cherished comrades murdered 
by the Soviet secret police, of 
men tortured arid beaten, of oth
ers robbed of every sense of 
their own human quality.

Some cried out, in strangely 
sim ilar words, “ We have learned 
how to wait. M y land w ill not 
be another Hungary.” Others 
said, “We w ill w ait and w ait. 
History has a w a y of being 
tru th fu l.”

But one spoke quietly, never 
raising his voice, spoke over a 
luncheon table, in the quiet sim
ple tones one uses discussing the 
weather. So quiet and simple 
that there was never room for  
doubt.

He spoke of the pall of fear 
over his land, of the enshrine
ment of ignorance, of the punish
ment meted -out to those who 
dared to disagree or offer a 
fresh opinion.

L IF E  O F B U R E A U C R A TS
H e told how the communist 

leaders who ruled his country 
lived, of their sleek black limou
sines, servants, country homes, 
and bejeweled wives, of their 
Hiistresses and their passions.

He talked about the crumb 
that belonged to the people, and. 
because he was a Jew, he talked 
about anti-Semitism, Most hor
rify ing  of all, he spoke of this 
hatred of Jews as something I  
was fam iliar with, both long and 
well.

When I  explained, that I  knew 
it  neither long nor well, but 
have only recently learned of 
Russia’s anti-Semitism, and on
ly this very moment of its ex
istence in the other nations who 
called themselves “ socialist,” he 
was both astonished and abashed, 
as perhaps he had' reason to bo.

In  any case, i f  w hat he told 
me was new to me then, it  is 
not new to many people today. 
Some of it  I  would like to put 
down here, but I  cannot. Because 
this is what the diplomat said 
when we rose to leave our lunch
eon table:
- “ I  must do something that 

makes me deeply ashamed of 
myself— because my very men
tion of it impugns you. Y e t do 
i t  I  must, i f  not fo r myself, 
then fo r my w ife and children. 
I  must tell you, M r. Fast, that

i f  my delegation should learn, 
not what I  told you, but simply 
that I  met w ith  you alone, I  
w ill be arrested when I  return  
to my homeland and in all likeli
hood put to death. I  am not 
pleading fo r myself; but my wife  
and children need me. I t  is hard 
for a woman and children to be 
alone today in w hat my country 
has become, harder fo r them 
than any joy on my p art in 
continuing to live.” ..

Thus did both this man and 1 
come to understand the stuff of 
which our dreams had been 
made.

I  could say, there but for the 
grace of God go I;  he could not. 
I  c o u l d  leave the Communist 
P arty  and live; he could not.

In  this sense, then, he, this 
nameless diplomat, is the ghost 
and the spirit of this essay. I t  
is of his agony, m ultiplied a 
hundred thousand times, that I  
w rite; my own is insignificant 
and unimportant beside it.

* * *
No force on earth can destroy 

the Communist Party, but the 
application of truth w ill melt it  
as rain melts salt. Its  time is 
past.

The Russian people and the 
Chinese people are on the brink

of such growth and fruition as 
was never dreamed of in the 
firs t decades of this century—  
even as the whole world stands 
on the doorstep of an interna
tionally functioning civilization  
that can forever abolish w ar and 
want.

NO ASSETS
Only a fool can believe that 

the clique of madmen who, by 
Khrushchev’s own testimony, al
most lost the w ar with Germany 
arc a positive asset in the build
ing of Russian civilization.

There is nothing conceivable of 
creation in the Soviet Union that 
its people— the workers and en
gineers and scientists, the teach
ers and artists— cannot create.

Rid of the parasitic burden of 
the Communist P arty, given a 
democratic government u p o n  
their industrial base, they could 
in short order turn their land 
into a garden of plenty.

* * *
H istory a p p e a r s  to have 

spelled out the finish of the 
time of the Communist Party, 
and perhaps the dawn of social
ist dcmoci'acy a n d  humanism. 
But only the people of the lands 
ruled by Communist Parties can 
decide this issue.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent

Youngstown $ 300 $225.00 75
Milwaukee 250 182.00 73
Buffalo 1,800 1,236,00 69
Chicago 1,560 1,010X)0 65
Cleveland 600 380.00 63
Allentown 102 60.00 59
D etro it 825 441.00 53
Newark 240 125.00 52
Tw in  Cities 1,584 816.00 52
Los Angeles 4,000 2,035.25 50
Boston 600 293.00 49
Philadelphia 480 215.00 45
New York 4,500 1,800.00 40
Seattle 500 200.00 * 40
Oakland 240 100.000 24
San Francisco 450 110.00 24
St. Louis 80 10.00 13
General — 150.00 —

Totals ------------ -

Totals as of Nov. 6 $18,111 $9,388.25 52

Fund Past Half-Way Mark But Must
Speed Up to Finish in Three Weeks

By Constance Fan-
National Campaign Director

W ith  four more weeks to go, 
the Press and Publications 
Fund is lagging 20% behind 
schedule. Only Youngstown and 
Milwaukee are a h e a d  of the 
percentage which should be 
paid in by this date. Other 
cities w ill have to step up <heir 
payments to keep up with these 
pace-setters.

Individual readers of the M il
itant have been sending in con
tributions. One of our support
ers in New York pledged $100 
which he promptly paid. He ex
plained: “ I  figure that I ’m sav
ing money by helping the pub
lications fund. I ’ve been pay
ing book dealers big money for 
out-of-print works by Trotsky. 
The publication project should 
help make them available at 
prices I  can afford. A great 
service is being done in reprin t
ing these works fo r all those 
who have not read them.”

W e have also received a total

of $125 from  frien d | in the 
Deep South and $25 from a 
Buffalo couple who send us best 
wishes fo r a successful cam
paign.

The Tw in  Cities Press Fund 
Committee had a highly success
ful ‘^Garage Sale” a t which $118 
was realized. This unique a f 
fa ir  m ight inspire other cities 
to bring up their quotas in like 
manner. A ll sorts of useful fu r
niture and appliances were do
nated by friends and the sale 
was combined w ith a social. So 
successful was it  that it  con
tinued the following day.

Evelyn Reed, Los Angeles 
Fund Drive Director, w r i t e s  
that, they are planning a huge 
bazaar, the proceeds of which 
will be turned over to the fund.

W e urge readers of the M ili
tan t to send in their contribu
tions to make possible the pub
lication of out-of-print works by 
Leon Trotsky. Address them to 
Socialist Workers NP arty, 116 
University Place, New  Y ork 3, 
N . Y .

Books and Pamphlets 

By Leon Trotsky
-The History of the Russian Revolution $12.50 
-L ite ra tu re  and Revolution 3.75
-The Third International A fte r  Lenin 

(New  Edition) Cloth
paper

-The Revolution Betrayed cloth
paper

-The F irs t Five Years of the Communist 
International Vol. I  cloth

Vol. I I  paper 
-The Permanent Revolution cloth
- In  Defense of M arxism  cloth
-S ta lin ’s Fram e-Up System  

and the Moscow Trials  
-T h e  New Course 
-Europe and America 
-M arx ism  in the United States 
-1905 —  Before and A fte r  
-1905 —  Results and Perspectives 
-The Chinese Revolution —  Problems 

and Perspectives

4.00
2.50
3.00
2.00

3.50
3.00
3.50
2.50

1.00 
.50 
.50 
.35
.35
.35

.35

-W h a t is a Peace Program?
(Compilation from  1915 to 1918) .25

-D r a f t  Program o f the Communist
International .25

-Lessons of Spain —  the Last\ W arning .25
-The Class N ature of the Soviet State .25
-T h e ir  Morals and Ours .25
-Leon Sedoff —  W ritten  on the Death of 

His Son .25
-Stalinism  and Bolshevism .15
-Len in  (An article and two speeches) .15
-The Russian Revolution (Speech to

Copenhagen students) .15
-Fascism: W hat I t  Is —  How to Fighti I t  .15
-The Paris Commune .15

P IO N E E R  P O C K E T L IB R A R Y  E D IT IO N
Each 25 cents

-The Death Agony of Capitalism  
-T h e  Suppressed Testament of Lemn 
-T h e  K irov Assassination 
- I f  Communism Should Come to America

Pioneer Publishers

116 University Place New York 3, N.Y.


