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Daily Worker Stand 
A  W in for Foster

By H arry  Ring

A t the Communist P arty  na­
tional convention last Felbruary, 
the Gates group supported a 
rotten compromise w ith  Foster, 
according to which the party  
would ‘‘neither condemn or con­
done”  the Russian role in  Hun­
gary. The present editoria l, how­
ever, condones the Russian in ­
vasion in s tra igh t Fosterite lan­
guage.

“ H O R TH YITES”
The ed itoria l declares tha t the 

committee which prepared the 
UN report, “ refused to authen­
ticate the mass of evidence, be­
g inning w ith 'Stat» Department 
and Central intelligence Agen­
cy policy, which showed the bel­
lige ren t exploitation of popular 
dissatisfaction by organized 
H o rthy ite  clerical-fascist forces 
w ith in  H ungary and im peria list 
and emigre circles abroad fo r 
the purpose of overthrow ing so­
cia lism .”

This is followed by the equally 
false claim th a t "The reasons fo r 
popular discontent in Hungary, 
which proved so fe r tile  fo r 
counter - revolutionary activ ity, 
■are being: discussed, examined 
and rectified throughout the so­
c ia lis t world end the Communist 
movement.”

The D a ily  W orker then goes 
on to pa rro t the Moscow line 
tha t the Krem lin and its Hun­
garian puppet regime are “ recti­
fy in g  mistakes”  and “ restoring 
socialist order.”  This contention 
was answered in advance by one 
of the paper’s own s ta ff w riters. 
Reviewing H erbert Aptheicer’s 
book The T ru th  About Hungary, 
Robert Friedman wrote in the 
June 19 Daily W orker:

“ Aptheker sees in Hungary 
a fte r the storm a government 
which has learned its lesson from 
the past. I am not so sanguine. 
Russian has been restored as a 
compulsory second language. 
The r ig h t to s trike  is proscribed 
by death penalty. The Hungar­
ian people have no more oppor­
tu n ity  to recall Premier Janos 
Kadar by popular referendum at 
stated intervals than they had 
to demonstrate the ir dissatisfac­
tion  w ith  Rakosi.’’

The Daily W orker now finds 
its e lf in the d iff ic u lt and incon­
gruous position of peddling a 
line th a t a large number, i f  not 
a m ajority , of its  own w rite rs  
and1 editors can’t  stomach.

EXPRESSED OPPOSITION

he recently “ cabled the Kadar 
government u rg ing a re-exami­
nation o f the death sentence 
meted out to tw o Hungarian 
w rite rs  fo r publishing an ‘ i l ­
legal’ newspaper during the up­
ris ing  last October.’ '

Peril rips as a concession to 
P la tt, Rocfney and the others who 
have refused to yield on the is­
sue, the D a ily  W orker editors 
decided to publish a more “ bal­
anced”  editoria l on the U N  re­
port in the June 30 Worker. 
This tim e the editoria l concedes 
tha t “ The U N  report undoubted' 
ly  contains much th a t is factua l.”  
I t  then- re turns to the theme tha t 
there was a dual aspect to the 
upris ing; the legitim ate griev­
ances of the masses and the 
c ra fty  e ffo rts  of Hungarian fas­
cists,”  U jS. im peria lis t agents, 
etc., to overthrow the regime.

The editoria l does not dare 
approach the (basic auestion of 
which of these two forces', the 
w orking clsss or the counter­
revolutionaries, were predomi­
nant. in the situation. Honest on- 
the-spot Communist observers 
(Peter F ryer, W ik to r Woro- 
szyteki, editor o.f Poland’s Nows 
K u ltu ra , and others) reported 
tha t the Hungarian w orking 
class, through its  councils and 
by means of a powTerfu l general 
strike, completely outweighed al> 
other forces in the struggle^ 
Based on a program of _ workers’ 
democracy, national independ­
ence and defense of the na­
tionalized property, the heroic 
Hungarian w ork ing  class came 
close to defeating the Krem lin 
m ilita ry  assault. I t  would have 
had' l it t le  d iff ic u lty  in handling 
the tin y  m in o rity  which the 
forces of cap ita lis t restoration 
represented.

AGREE W IT H  FOSTER
For the Gatesite leaders, to 

publicize these facts would mean 
a fin a l break w ith  Foster. And 
th is they cannot do despite the ir 
desire fo r a modicum of inde­
pendence from  the Krem lin. 
Bound to Foster by fundamental 
agreement on a class-collaboia- 
tio a is t program  (the so-called 
“ peaceful co-existence”  slogan 
and the “ people’s anti-monopoly 
coalition” ) the Gates group lead­
ers can only capitu late to Fos­
te r’s drive fo r the complete re- 
S talin ization of the Communist 
Party.

Thus we have the spectacle of
In  addition to Friedman and the D aily W orker editors o ffe r- 

Gordon, opposition to the Krem- ¡nig up Foster’s “ p la tform  o f the 
lin  role in Hungary has been ex- oldi apologetics” — a plat-
pressed by Joseph C lark and tha t seven short months
A lan Max. Lester Rodney took . , ,
a pa rticu la rly  clear-cut stand on »P° they pledged themselves to
the issue last w in te r. Radio and fig h t against.

Coming
♦ ♦ ♦

\

In  the Summer Issue of the

International Socialist Review 

♦ ♦ ♦
A review by James P. Cannon of Theodore D rapers 

book “ The Roots of American Communism.”

Draper’s study has been attacked by one of New 
Y o rk ’s biggest newspapers and by a leader of the 
Communist Party. How reliable is D raper’s presenta­
tion of the facts concerning th is crucial period in  the 
h istory of American radicalism? Is the book w orth  
adding to your lib ra ry?  A leader who “ was there”  gives 
his estimate.

Make sure you don’t  miss th is im portant review- 
article. Begin your subscription w ith  the Summer 
number. Only $2.50 fo r eight issues.

International Socialist Review 

116 University Place New York 3, N . Y .

M ao and the Chinese Capitalists

The above cartoon o f a con­
sumer who wears a raincoat 
and gets soaked to the skin 
was published in the Peking 
Daily last August. I t  was one 
o f mlany complaints against 
the poor qua lity of goods.

masters lost the ir property. I t  
was nationalized along w ith  im ­
peria lis t holdings. New indus­
tries, many o f which were Con­
structed w ith  the help o f the 
Soviet Union also developed on 
a nationalized basis. However 
this state sector o f industry, by 
fa r  the largest, came into grow ­
ing conflic t w ith  the industries 
s till in the hands o f private  in ­
dustria lis ts and merchants. De­
spite Mao’s hopes, these contra­
dictions are only suppressed and 
therefore break through in hid­
den ways ranging from sabo­
tage to patient preparation fo r 
the expected day of emancipa­
tion —  the overthrow o f the 
deformed workers’ state and the 
restoration of a capita lis t state.
CCP IN TER VEN ES  

E arly  in 1956 the CCP was 
compelled to move against the 
capita lists i f  only to overcome 
some o f the conflicts between 
the d iffe ren t segments o f in ­
dustry. P ro fits  could be en­
hanced in p riva te  industry by

Calendar 
Of Events

New York
American Youth fo r  Socialism

holds open meetings every 
Tuesday n ig h t a t 8:00 P.M., at 
116 U n ivers ity  Place. A  short 
business meeting is followed by 
an in teresting educational dis­
cussion on Tuesday, Ju ly 9, w ill 
be led by Rose Jackson on the 
topic “ Is Dialectical Logic Valid 
to d a y ? ”

In  Detroit 
Friday N igh t Socialist Forum. 

Fri., July 12, 8 P.M.: “ The (New 
Supreme Court Decisions and 
the Libera l Sellout o f the C ivil 
Rights B ill.”  3737 Woodward.

reducing the qua lity  o f goods<«> 
produced, by Concealing and 
hoarding supplies when state in ­
dustries could not get them and 
by exo ib itan t prices demanded 
from  both consumers and the 
state. I t  became necessary to 
intervene w ith  a t least some 
measure of control by the gov­
ernment. The organization of 
“ jo in t state-private '’ industry — 
labeled the “ peaceful trans fo r­
m ation”  o f private into state 
enterprise —  was the device used 
by the CCP.

Obtaining inform ation on the 
actual state o f industry, the size 
of its  cap ita lis t sector and the 
struggle between t h e  state 
sector and the private  is very 
d ifficu lt. However, on the oc­
casion of the f i r s t  anniversary 
o f Shanghai’s “ jo in t enter­
prises,”  some inform ation was 
given by the Peoples’ Daily of 
Peking and translated by the 
New China News Agency, Feb.
1. According to th is Chinese 
government source, private en­
terprises in  Shanghai' account 
fo r  ha lf o f the nation’s tota l 
private  industry  and commerce. 
The iNGNA reported that, “ 84,- 
000 cap ita lis t plants were in­
volved, 13,700 capita lists had 
been appointed the managers, 
vice-managers, directors or vice­
directors of the new specialized 
companies and shops. Many of 
them were now managing asso­
ciated groups of factories or 
shops.”

CADRES EXERCISE CONTROL
In order to “ peacefully”  e f­

fect some degree of state con­
tro l over the capitalists in Shan­
ghai, the NCNA reported, “ some 
10,000 cadres had been sent by 
the state last year to the facto­
ries and shops.”  .Seventy per­
cent of these were workers. In 
addition, 2,700 ‘ key factories” 
and 390 “ d is tric t shops”  were 
designated in S h a n g h a i  to 
“ guide”  nearby factories and 
shops of the same trade.

There can be no question that 
1he “ peaceful transform ation”  
was not welcomed by the capi­
ta lis ts. But they were hardly 
in  a position to do much about 
it, fo r the ir very existence was 
dependent (In  th e ir  alliance w ith 
the CCP. A t least nominal sup­
port to the idea o f eventual 
transform ation into • “ workers”  
was necessary.

A t  a conference of the Dem­
ocratic Construction Associa­
tion, characterized as s, ‘pa rty ” 
of capitalists, in Ju ly , 1956, .most 
o f the speakers were fu ll of 
praise fo r  the “ policy of 'long­
term co-operation among all the 
parties”  tha t had been promised 
by the CCP. They had special 
praise fo r  the p ro fits  guaranteed 
by thé state in the form  of a 
“ rate of in terest”  on shares held 
in the means of production.

■ The Ju ly  16 .NONA reported 
that, “ The speech of Hsiang Teh 
from  Changsha won the support 
of many at the conference. He 
said tha t long term  co-operation 
between po litica l parties had the 
common basis of seeking a rich­
er life . The fac t tha t the Com­
munist P arty  asked fo r  super­
vision bv other parties showed 
its  sensitiv ity to opinions from  
the musses. M utual supervision 
would help the Communist Party 
overcome its defects and im ­
prove its leadership.”

CONGRESS OF C AP ITALIS TS
By December of last year a 

national congress of 1,400 dele­
gates of capitalists and mer­
chants from  all areas was held 
in  Peking. The chairman of th f 
A ll-China Federation of Indus­
t r y  and Commerce, Chen .Shu- 
tung, said tha t “ lie was con­
vinced th a t the state would not 
cancel the present fixed interest 
payments to capita lists when 
conditions were not ripe to do 
so. This annual interest was to 
fac ilita te  the peaceful trans fo r­
mation of capitalism and to en­
able the capitalists to carry on 
the ir work, study and have time 
to change, step by step, into 
people re ly ing  on the ir own la­
bor. . .

“ The Chairman urged capita l­
ists to th ink  in the interests of 
the people and of the country 
and develop the outlook of serv­
ing the people. He said tha t since 
the free markets had been de­
veloped, a few capita lists had 
begun ‘secret’ factories to take 
advantage of th is opening.”

‘‘He spoke,”  the NONA report 
continues, “ of the relationship 
between the state representa­
tives and private owners of capi­
ta l in ' jo in tly  operated enterpri­
ses as the m ajor problem in jo in t 
operated enterprises, and c r it i­
cized those who were experienc­
ed in . production and manage­
ment fo r  not respecting the state 
representatives and w o r k e r s  
enough.”  Thus, a fte r a year of 
transform ation into “ socialists,” 
i t  appears “ some”  capitalists 
haven’t  even begun to respect 
the ir Communist “ comrades.”  

The N1CNA of Dec. 12 reported 
tha t “ a m ajor controversial topic 
among capita lis ts”  a t this Con­
gress “ was the payment of fixed 
in terest and the socialist status 
o f capita lists.”  Kuo Lin-shuong, 
manager o f the Shanghai W ing 
On Company, said tha t “ many

raised b y  L i Kang-nien, a Shan­
ghai cap ita lis t.”

Then the 'NCNA hastily  adds, 
“ But all o f the capitalists who 
spoke a fte r him opposed th is.” 
They considered the seven-year 
period practical and '‘allowed fo r 
flexible treatm ent in case of 
need.”  '.Still, the CCP should take 
note of the fac t tha t a year 
earlie r no one would have darec' 
to hope or propose an extensior 
of the guaranteed p ro fit fo r 2C 
years.

The capita lists obviously fee 
more and more aggressive. Con­
c ilia tion  whets the ir appetite 
Step toy step they press thei. 
demands and strengthen their 
bargaining power. Already, ac­
cording to the NCNA, June 12, 
“ Tung Shao-chen, Standing Com­
m ittee member of the Tientsin 
Federation, argued that the run ­
ning o f the jo in t enterprises 
could now be safely le ft to the 
private  people and th s t t h i s  
would encourage the ir in itia tive .”  
The NCNA also reported opposi­
tion to th is idea. Heng I’ei-hua 
“ argued against the state rep­
resentatives being pulled out of 
jo in t enterprises.”

But i t  is clear tha t the cap ita l­
ists are now pushing fo r  a re­
versal of the “ peaceful trans­
form ation.”  They w ant to end 
the control exercised by party

and state bureaucrats over the ir 
factories.

DANGEROUS TRENDS
W hatever the numerical size 

o f th is cap ita lis t segment of in ­
dustry, i t  is buttressed in China 
by a predom inantly peasant po­
pulation tha t tends inexorably 
toward cap ita lis t agrarian forms 
of production as long as the state 
cannot yet support collectivized 
cu ltiva tion w ith  mechanization 
suppl'ed toy an advanced indus- 
try . ¡Under such circumstances a 
layer of rich  peasants tends to 
r is t out of the masses of the poor. 
And to this must be added a 
large class of small traders who 
have already moved in to f i l l  up 
the pores of industry and com­
merce w ith  the opening of the 
free market. These forces con­
s titu te  a serious danger of capi­
ta lis t restoration.

The CCP leadership is perm it­
ting  class contradictions to ac­
cumulate and intensify. This po­
licy w ill prove trag ica lly  cosily 
to the w orking class, i f  not dis­
astrous. The struggle against 
conciliation to these pro-capital­
is t trends is therefore linked in ­
separably w ith the workers’ 
struggle to and the bureaucratic 
dictatorship. The po litica l revo­
lu tion now brewing in China has 
thus also the task of completing 
the social revolution.

fore ign vis itors from  abroad 
frequently asked him about the 
length o f time fixed interest 
would be paid to capitalists in 
China. ‘ I myself was also wor­
ried about it , ’ he said. ‘Now we 
know the fixed in terest w ill go 
on fo r another 6 years at least. 
This is more than I  expected,’ 
he added.”

KEEP L IV IN G  STANDARD
The General Manager of the 

Shanghai Ta Chung Hua match 
factory was quoted as saying, 
“ This policy means tha t we have 
no need to w orry  abo.ut the stan- 
dardi of liv ing  to which we are 
accustomed. This w il l  help us 
give fu ll play to our 'business 
knowledge and use i t  fo r  the 
good of society.’’

■A representative o f small tra ­
ders expressed a d iffe ren t pro­
blem: “ We hope the federation 
w ill do more to assist people 
like  us; though we are glad to 
hear th a t we can change; our 
social status now.”  B y  change 
in “ social status”  the small tra ­
der meant a change from  capi­
ta lis t to “ w orker”  as fa r  as of­
fic ia l standing is concerned — 
and w ithou t any change in his 
real, economic status. The small 
trader would like to be eligible 
fo r  social benefits such as hos­
p ita liza tion, etc. B u t i t  should 
be noted tha t th is discontented 
small businessman appeals to 
the federation of capita lists fo r 
help.

A t th is Congress, the idea was 
also expressed that “ secret fac­
tories”  tha t had developed since 
the free market was o p e n e d  
should be.legalized as they fu l­
filled  a necessary function.

The concern expressed .by the 
capita lists over the ir “ interest 
ra te”  and the period during 
which they could expect to re­
ceive it, o f course, found a sym­
pathetic ear w ith  the Maoist 
bureaucrats who are fo r more 
sensitive to the opinions of capi­
ta lis ts than to those of the mass­

es. On Dec. 1'5, V ice-Premier 
Chen Yun told the delegates at 
the Congress tha t “ Payment of 
fixed interest to capitalists w ill 
be extended to a longer period 
than seven years i f  cancellation 
a t th a t time would cause hard­
ship or i f  continuation of the in ­
terest would help the capitalists 
to w ork be tter and adapt more 
easily to  socialism.”

The Dec. 18 NCNA reported 
tha t the seven-year period “ was 
f i r s t  raised at a discussion be­
tween leading- capitalists and 
Chairman M'ao Tse-tung ju s t be­
fore the congress. The capita list 
delegates had supported i t  a fte r 
a careful calculation of how 
much they would get in the seven 
years.”

The workers are asked to work 
long hours. The ir liv ing  stand­
ards are low. They are to ld to 
sacrifice fo r the future. .Some 
dav thev may be able to rest 
and feed and clotlie the ir ch il­
dren properly. But the capita l­
ists are guaranteed the ir “ ac­
customed liv in g  standards.”

The top CCP bureaucrats are 
aware of the enger and b itte r­
ness the workers must feel. The 
Vice-Premier warned the caoital- 
ists tha t “ the workers m igh t at 
f i r s t  feel dissatisfied ?t the 
length of time of payment of 
interest rates, b u t he said he 
was convinced they would under­
stand its  necessity a fte r fu ll ex­
planation.”

W A N T LONGER G U ARAN TEE
Bv June 12 of th is  year the 

capita lists —  having .undergone 
“ re form ”  fo r  over a year and a 
h a lf — considered i t  safe to ask 
fo r a fu rthe r guarantee o f the ir 
“ interest rate.”  A t a three-week 
session of the United F ron t Work 
Department of the Central Com­
m ittee of the CCP, according t r  
tHe NCNA, “ The demand that 
the period o f payment, of fixed 
in te rest on capital in jo in t en­
terprises be extended to 2© years 
instead of the present seven was

Religion Utilized to Split 
Workers in W. Germany

By John Black
(T h ird  o f a series)

A lthough  45% o f the 60 m illio n  W est Germans are 
Catholic, tw o -th ird s  o f the in d u s tr ia l workers voted fo r  
the Social Dem ocratic P a rty  as fa r  back as 1953. A ll 
evidence points to a steady in-®-

...W ire Tapping
(Continued from  page 1) 

supposed tha t the Labor Party 
leaders would come forward as 
the open champions o f personal 
libe rty  against the police-state 
methods which the Tory Gov­
ernment is evidently using.

'He would have been mistaken. 
Gaitske ll’s anxiety has been ex­
pressed in p riva te  conversations 
w ith  his opposite numbers across 
the floo r of the House.

T H E IR  OWN RECORD
And no wonder! The R ight- 

w ing Labor leaders dare not 
commit themselves to the de­
mand fo r  a full-scale public in ­
q u iry  and exposure of the sordid 
doings of Scotland Yard and the 
Government Communications De­
partment.

For tha t would expose the 
lamentable fac t that, they too 
listened in to the telephone con­
versations of Communists, 
strike-leaders, and aven respect­
able Le ft-Labor people, in the 
years when they held office, 
from  1 1945 to 15)51.

This ra ther inhibits the Labor 
leaders. .So they are content w ith 
a priva te  inqu iry , most of whose 
findings w il l  probably remain se­
cret anyway.

The Times, in a main editorial, 
welcomes in these word's the de­
cision to inquire in to telephone- 
tapp ing : “ Some people in au­
th o rity  seem to have, been taken 
aback a t the indignation and dis­
quiet caused by the disclosure of 
o f w hat seem« to them a well 
established and necessary prac­
tice. I f  tha t is so i t  shows how

out of touch au thority  can be­
come w ith  the feelings o f the 
ord inary citizen where his rig-hts 
are concerned.”

That is a ll very well, but o»ie 
cannot help suspecting tha t the 
¡British capita lists’ very own 
Newspaper has its  tongue firm ly  
plainted in  its  august editoria l 
cheeck.

For supposing the committer 
'of inqu iry  reports, as i t  very 
w e ll may, tha t telephone tapping 
is a fte r all confined to case? 
where “ security”  is involved— 
why, then, the whole bus'ness 
can go m e rrily  on and L e ft­
w ingers and m ilitan ts w ill s till 
be spied on.

SOM EW HAT INCONSISTENT
When you come to th ink  of it, 

there’s something p re tty  ironic 
in the spectacle of newspapers 
ge tting  worked up about person­
al libe rty  because the telephone 
of a lawyer has been tapped:— 
a fte r years of acquiescent silence 
during which the phones of trade 
union secretaries and other pro­
gressives have been fa ir  game 
fo r  the sharp-eared narks of 
W hitehall.

A lawyer, you see, is a “ gen­
tleman,”  “ one o f us,”  and so 
on—whatever he mav have done 
His peccadillos w ill never en­
danger the “ security”  of the 
cap ita lis t state. But a working- 
class-m ilitant —  th a t’s d ifferent. 
The three distinguished gentle­
man o f Her M ajesty ’s Privy 
Council are hardly like ly  to give 
his personal libe rty  much ,of a 
protective mantle.

crease in th a t p a rty ’s vote in  
the intervening years. The cap­
ita lis t coalition around Adenauer 
wants to stem the tide by d riv ­
ing a religious wedge into the 
w ork ing  class. The outcome of 
the election may depend on this. 
B u t beyond that, the German 
cap ita lis t class; looks to the fu ­
ture.

The clerical w ins’ of the re ­
gime has been busy attem pting 
to blow the spark of life  into a 
“ Christian Unio'n”  designed to 
.break the u n ity  o f i the- labor 
movement. This year’ s shop »com" 
m ittee elections gave the black- 
frocked errand boys o f the in ­
dustrial magnates of West Ger­
many an opportun ity to unfold 
the ir divisive ac tiv ity . In  s e v ­
eral key industries the CGD 
(Christian Trade Union) ra il 
slates. These shop-committee 
elections are the most accurate 
barometer o f temdenci/“s in the 
West German labor movement.

Tn the overwhelmin'? number 
of these elections tbe CGD sn lit- 
ters received; a decisive setback. 
But the overconfident and self- 
satisfied a ttitude1 o f the v ic­
torious Union leaders is nerV~ns 
oremature. For a t least in one 
important, case the sp litte rs drew 
blood.

DECISIVE VOTES
In the iRuhr m in ing industries 

w ith  271 Concerns and 466.645 
eligible voters. 383,453 workers 
cast the ir ballots. Of this num­
ber an overwhelm ing 364.5-50 
votes (96.76%) voted f o r  com­
mitteemen running on the o ff i­
cial union slates. The Yellow 
(Catholic) CGD slate received 
only 5.581 votes (1.48%). Sim­
ila r un ity  sentiment was regis­
tered in the committee elections 
at the Deutsche W erft, Ham­
burg’s lar^e ship bu ild ing  con­
cern. The CGD caotured onlv one 
of the 25 committee posts. In 
the Hanover Volkswagen wor>» 
the m ilita n t program of the IG 
Metal (the bona fide metal w ork­
ers unionl vielded onlv 190 votes 
to the CGD out of 5,300.

B u t i t  was quite a d iffe ren t 
s tory a t the very important. 
Krupp works in Essen. This c itv  
harbors the headquarters of the 
CGD and is ’ a fo rm er strono- 
hold of the p re -H itle r C a th o l ic  
trade unions. The local canital- 
is t paper, R uh r Nachtriehten. 
crowed: “ For the firs t time lead­
ing Christian social functionaries 
and the ir colleagues in the DGB 
[the West Germain trade-union 
federaticml have succeeded in
tak ing  a jo in t action w ith CGD 
committeemen aga'lnst the So­
cia list group in the DGB.”  In
other words the Catholic dual 
union succeeded in form ing a
united slate w ith the righ t-w ing
elements in the DGB.

The May 12 election at K ru n r 
was fo r  35 committee posts. 
Four out of 24 posts on the 
plant committee were taken bv 
the “ Christian action commit­
tee”  slate and seven out of eleven 
on the office workers’ committee 
went to  the same group. T hk  
gave them a to ta l o f 11 out of 
the to ta l 35. The plant- wide So­
cial Democratic representation 
went up from  11 to 16. These 
gains were -made at the expense 
of the Progressive (fo rm er Com­
m unist P arty) slate which de- 1 

clined from  ten to five. The So-1

cial-Democratic group, which 
campaigned almost en tire ly  w ith 
anti-com munist s i o g a n s and 
fa iled to face up to the many 
problems confronting the w ork­
ers have now given the rig h t- 
w ing  sp litte rs an im portan t foot­
hold in the plant.

On June 5, the hierarchy of 
the Catholic Church, w ith  a 
year’s feverish ac tiv ity  in the 
plants behind' it, unfolded its  o f­
fensive in the national elections. 
The Roman- Catholic Bishop of 
Muenzer, in a speech before .500 
delegates from  the unions la id  
down the law. No practising 
Catholic could vote fo r  the So­
cia l Democratic P a rty  on Sep­
tember 15. The main reason he 
gave was the conflict, between 
the Church’s concept of “ natural 
law ”  and the M arx is t, m ateria l­
is t philosophy, which he said 
was s till the basis o f Social- 
Democratic ideology.

W H A T  ABO UT POLAND?
German Catholic workers find  

i t  hard to understand w hy i t  
should be incompatible w ith  the ir 
re lig ious a ffilia tio ns  to vote fjqr 
the m ild ly  socialist SPD, w hen 'ït 
is  well known tha t in Poland 
the same Church, from  Cardinal 
W yszynski on down, mobilized 
the flock to tu rn  out the vote 
fo r  the Gomulka regime in the 
last election. Albovp all they 
know tha t ~ v ic to ry  fo r  Ade­
nauer in the fa ll would mean a 
setback fo r  the aspirations of all 
German workers.

The Social Democratic Party, 
through Dr. A do lf A rn o t of its  
national executive committee, 
evaded the im plications of the 
partisan clerical in tervention in 
the election campaign. A rno t 
m erely stated th a t the Bishop 
was mistaken in his assumption 
tha t the SPD s till adhered to a 
M arx is t, m a te ria lis t youtlooki.

One hundred leading Catholic 
trade unionists reacting b itte r ly  
to the pro-employer e’ ection ac­
tiv ity  o f the Church leaders, sent 
a sarcastic le tte r to Cardinal 
Frings, Archbishop of Cologne. 
Askfaig him i f  the Church was 
about, to  p roh ib it the ir work in 
the trade union federation 
(m aïiy o f whose unions are run 
by Social Democrats), they in ­
formed H is Excellency tha t care­
fu l examination of the ir con­
sciences had led them to the de­
cision to continue the ir activities.
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This Peking Daily cartoon, which appeared last July, 
|,a<i a caption which told o f angry, but helpless pedestrians 
who get splattered w ith  mud by speeding cars. In  th is  car­
toon one sees the contempt of the rich bureaucrats who own 
cars fo r the many people who don’t.

Last November Com m unist P a rty  leader W illia m  Z. 
Foster vehem ently assailed the  editors o f the  D a ily  
W orke r fo r  da ring  to c ritic ize  the K re m lin ’s reactionary
assault on the Hungarian peo­
ple. The Daily W orker then pub­
lished a defense of its  editorial 
stand by Max Gordon which ac­
curately pegged Foster’s line as 
a “ p la tfo rm  of the old, b lind 
apologetics”  fo r the Krem lin. 
B u t since that time D a ily  W ork­
er editor John Gates has led a 
«teady, shameful re trea t before 
Foster’s fire . This re trea t has 
now culminated in an ignom in­
ious capitu lation, as demon­
strated' bv the June 25 D a ily  
W orker editoria l on the UN re­
p o rt on Hungary.

T V  c ritic  David P la tt has also 
refused to buy the Fosterite line. 
Reviewing W.E.B. Du Bois’ re- 
cent television appearance, P la tt 
made a po in t of tak ing  excep­
tion to Du Bois’ “ dogmatic” 
stand tha t the Hungarian revo­
lu tion was imperialist-engineered.

In  a July 1 artic le  on the art 
o f Picasso, P la tt points out tha t 
the world-famous a rtis t demon­
strated his opposition to all 
forms of reactionary ru le  when

(Second o f a series)

B y  C. R. Hubbard
As reported last week, Mao- 

Tse-tung’s speech on the “ Cor­
rect Handling of Contradictions 
Among the People,”  devotes a 
major section to the relationship 
between the Chinese working 
class and a remnant of the capi­
ta lis t class.

The reason th is is s till a seri­
ous problem in China is that, 
under the leadership o f the Chi­
nese Communist Party, the so­
cial revolution —  tha t is, the 
transform ation o f private prop­
erty in the means o f production 
to state property — has not been 
completed. Because the Mao 
leadership waged the revolu­
tionary  w ar against Chiang Kai- 
shek w ith  the S ta lin is t policy 
of b ring ing  the “ bloc of four 
classes”  to power, the CCP 
maintained an alliance w ith  a 
section o f the cap ita lis t class. 
In  the post-revolutionary period, 
the CCP gave state protection 
to th is cap ita lis t class and to 
its  exploitation of the workers. 
Mao and other CCP leaders ra ­
tionalize th is by expressing the 
hope th a t the cap ita lis t elements 
w ill gradually “ transform ”  them­
selves into “ workers.”

O f course, those capita lists who 
tied th e ir fortune to Chiang Kai- 
shek and his U.S. im peria list


