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A  Substantial Accomplishment
I t ’s p re tty  w e ll known tha t socialists 

are capable o f p u tting  in hard w ork  fo r 
th e ir cause. This was demonstrated again 
by the M ichigan Socialist W orkers Party 
members and supporters who gathered a 
record-breaking 30,000 petitions in  tw o 
m onths o f cold weather to place a social
ist ticke t on the ballot. They completed 
th e ir  d rive  tw o weeks ago.

B u t when a sm all group can ro ll up 
tha t k in d  of a score there is something 
more invo lved than hard w ork. And it  
isn ’t necessary to speculate about this. 
Layoffs in  M ichigan are p rov id ing  much 
food fo r po litica l thought. The bu lk  of 
the petitions were gathered in  fro n t of 
unem ploym ent compensation offices where 
a record num ber of signatures were ob
tained. The petitioners found grow ing

d is illus ionm en t w ith  both m a jo r parties.
O bviously, the m a jo r ity  of the 30,000 

signers were not ye t convinced socialists. 
They signed fo r a va rie ty  of reasons — 
some to support the democratic r igh ts  of 
a m in o rity  pa rty ; others to protest against 
the layoffs; and a s ign ificant num ber be
cause they are against the tw o-party  
monopoly. Am ong the signers were many 
who already fu l ly  support a socialist p ro 
gram.

M ich igan is a s ign ificant ind ica tion  of 
w hat can be expected elsewhere in  the 
country. The grow ing  crisis is creating a 
new audience fo r socialism. M ich igan so
cia lists have blazed the tra i l  in  getting 
out to w in  a hearing from  tha t audience. 
1958 ce rta in ly  looks like  a year of p ro 
gress fo r the socialist movement.

Lost Manhours
D uring  the course of the recent na

tiona l s trike  of the In te rna tiona l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers Union, some of the 
news commentators included statistics on 
how m any man-hours were being lost in 
th e ir  accounts of the strike. There was 
noth ing unusual about that. Some gave 
the lost production in term s of the value 
of garments tha t w eren ’t produced be
cause o f the strike.

B u t somehow it  never occurs to these 
cap ita lis t reporters to sum up the man
hours lost due to unem ploym ent. Perhaps 
these figures w ould  be too astronomical 
fo r  lim ite d  im aginations to handle. O r 
perhaps i t ’s ju s t p la in  bias. They don’t 
m ind  reporting  production losses caused 
by the w orkers ’ struggle fo r a better l iv 
ing standard. B u t production losses caus

ed by the employers when they lay off 
workers is be tte r le ft unmentioned.

We understand the d ifficu ltie s  in 
m aking estimates of losses in  production 
due to unem ploym ent. B u t we offer the 
fo llo w in g  t in y  segment of the problem. 
The 1957 S ta tis tica l Abstract of the U nited 
States gives the fo llow ing  num ber of man- 
days lost due to w o rk  stoppages: in  1954: 
22,600,000; in  1955: 28,200,000 and in  1956: 
33,100,000. However, unem ploym ent in 
February is estimated at 5.173.000. Using 
a five-day week fo r our calculation, that 
meant 103,460,000 man-days of w o rk  lost 
in  February alone.

In  addition m illions  of w orkers d u r
ing the m onth were pu t on a short w o rk  
week. How m any man-days th is  lost in 
production  is anybody’s guess.

The Craggy Saga of Jack W right

Whose Word Do You Take?
A  New Y ork  Times dispatch (March 

10) from  Washington, D.C. states: “ The 
adm in is tra tion  practice of having gum
shoes shadow reporters to detect th e ir 
sources fo r delicate news stories continues 
unabated here.” I t  then w ent on to te ll 
how phones are tapped and how one cor
respondent, who knows from  experience 
because he previously covered Moscow, 
reports he is getting  the fu ll U.S. shadow
ing trea tm ent inc lud ing  detectives fo llo w 
ing his w ife  du ring  her shopping in  the 
supermarket.

P retending amazement, W hite  House 
press secretary H agerty the next day de
clared: “ This is the firs t I  have heard of 
any th ing  like  this. I ju s t don’t  believe i t . ”  
He said he had checked w ith  the F B I and 
been in form ed tha t no shadowing of news
papermen had been authorized. This is 
fa r  from  unequivocal answer. B u t i t  is 
a ll tha t w i l l  be fo rthcom ing from  the

FB I, Secret Service, T-Men, A rm y  or 
Navy or A ir  Force In te lligence, the Cen
tra l In te lligence Agency, etc., etc., ad in 
fin itum .

B u t i f  J. Edgar Hoover h im self, as-, 
corted by his tw o most honorable chums, 
W a lte r W inche ll and Sherman B illin g s 
ley, denied i t  a hundred times, we’d s t i l l  
take the w ord o f the newspapermen who 
assert they are being ta iled by govern
ment gumshoes.

A fte r  all, fo r 13 years the. F B I re
peatedly to ld  courts and adm in is tra tive  
agencies tha t i t  absolute ly had no tra n 
scriptions of its  o rig ina l ta lks w ith  in 
fo rm er Louis Budenz. O nly th is past Jan
uary a federal court backed demands of 
attorneys fo r the Com m unist P a rty  that 
F B I agents make these denials in  sworn 
affidavits. Then some tru th  came out. The 
F B I discovered tha t i t  d id have such tra n 
scriptions a ll along.

Foster Group Wins CP Control 
But Faces Further Opposition

By H AR RY R IN G

The now -un ited  Foster-Dennis 
faction  in  the Com m unist Party 
leadership has captured con
tro l o f the p a rty  apparatus; bu t 
i t  s t i l l  faces sizeable opposition 
in  the ranks and leadership. 
This fact emerges from  add i
tiona l in fo rm a tion  now  a va il
able about the proceedings of 
the February meeting o f the 
p a rty ’s na tiona l committee.

A t that meeting a number of 
key Fosterite objectives were 
approved by a vote of 32 to 21, 
with three abstentions. The vote 
came on a resolution by Eugene 
Dennis who dropped all pre
tense of "independence" and 
joined w ith the old-line Stal
inists.

Counterposed to  Dennis’ res
o lu tion  was one by Claude 
L ig h tfo o t o f Chicago and Carl 
W in te r o f D e tro it. Reportedly, 
i t  is an amended version o f a 
strong ly anti-Foster resolution 
previously presented by the 
N orthern  C a lifo rn ia  D i s t r i c t  
Committee.
"M A IN  DANGER"

The Dennis resolution finds 
the “ m ain danger”  w ith in  the 
organization to be “ rev is ion ism ”  
— a Fosterite label fo r those 
who favo r ideological indepen
dence from  the K rem lin , de
m ocratization o f the party  and 
pa rtic ipa tion  in the socialist re 
groupm ent process. I t  also calls 
fo r restoring tig h t po litica l ru le  
w ith in  the pa rty  by a small 
po litica l secretariat.

The d iff ic u lty  confron ting  the 
Dennis-Foster com bination is 
that i t  is s t i l l  unable to estab
lish  its contro l over the oppo
sition. A n  account o f the na
tiona l com m ittee m eeting in  the

March 9 W orker, drafted by a 
subcommittee o f the national 
executive comm ittee, reports 
tha t i t  was possible to elect 
only nine members to a new 
15-member NEC because “ some 
comrades in  .the m in o r ity  took 
the position o f refusing to par
tic ipate  in such a leadership.”  
The only prominent anti-Fos- 
terife to accept was Micky  
Lima, chairman of the North
ern California district.

The continued existence of 
w idespread opposition has com
pelled the Fosterites to p ro
ceed w ith  a measure o f cau
tion. For example, the W orker 
account o f the Dennis resolu
tion  asserts th a t i t  is a con tin 
uation o f the convention po licy 
of combating the “ tw in  evils of 
le ft-sectarianism  and r ig h t op
portun ism ,”  and appropriate 
quotations are presented to sub
stantiate the claim .
OM ISSIO N

However the key po in t in 
th is section of the resolution 
is om itted from  the W orker re 
port. The om itted clause reads: 
“ W ithou t a decisive repudia tion 
and defeat of the rev is ion ist 
trend . . . we cannot ca rry  on 
a systematic and effective s trug
gle against le ft-sectarianism  and 
dogmatism . . .”  The “ rev is ion 
ists”  —  w ho now m ust be de
feated firs t — represent a near 
o r actual m a jo rity  of the party.

On regroupm ent, the resolu
tion declares: “ The P a rty  is not 
. . . a ho ld ing operation . . . 
The Parly is here to stay. W ith 
out i t  . . . the v ic to ry  o f so
cialism  is inconceivable.”  This 
fo rm u la tion  was firs t put fo r 
w ard  by Dennis at an NEC 
meeting last December. Sid 
S tein then characterized i t  as

fo llow s: “ W hat do you mean 
by a ho ld ing  operation? The 
difference here is between those 
of us w ho believe th a t the 
Party as i t  is, is fo r evermore 
the organization tha t w il l  lead 
the A m erican w o rk in g  class to 
Socialism, and those o f us who 
believe tha t th is pa rty  can re 
bu ild  itse lf . . .  in  b ring ing  
about a Socialist j ’egroupment 
in  the U nited States . . .”

The present Fosterite  advance 
has brought a fu rth e r c ripp ling  
o f the New Y o rk  p a rty  appa
ratus. A t  a meeting o f the state 
comm ittee w h ich  endorsed the 
Dennis resolution, George B lake 
Cham ey resigned as executive 
secretary, George W att as o r
ganization secretary, and W il
liam  Lawrence as treasurer. 
They declared the lin e  adopted 
made it impossible fo r them to 
function  as pa rty  officers.

The Dennis reso lu tion p ic
tures the pa rty  as "still in the 
critical state into which it has 
been plunged for some lime . . .  
For the most part, the Party 
has been unsuccessful in break
ing out of its isolation. Basic 
ideological differences continue 
to exist w ithin the Party, and 
the Party leadership is itself 
sharply divided, and therefore 
largely immobilized . .

(W e r e p r in t  b e lo w  a t r ib u te  to  Ja ck  W r ig h t ,  s o c ia lis t 
c a n d id a te  in  th e  re c e n t S e a tt le  c i ty  e le c tio n s , th a t ap 
pea re d  in  th e  M a rc h  6 L a b o r 's  D a ily  u n d e r th e  t i t le  "T h e  
Craggy Saga of Jack W right."*- 
Ralph F riedm an is the author.
— Ed.)

I see by the pages of Labo r’s 
D a ily  tha t m y good fr ie n d  Jack 
W righ t is runn ing  fo r a c ity  
council post in Seattle. I sup
pose I ought to w ish h im  w ell
— but I don’t know. Jack is 
too precious a character to be 
tossed in to  politics.

You have to know  Jack 
W righ t to believe h im  — to be
lieve tha t his k ind  is s til l 
around, hasn’t vanished from  
the earth, along w ith  some rare 
b irds and animals w hich c iv i l i 
zation has made extinct.

Jack is from  the old school 
of trade unionism  —  the name
less, unafra id, se lf-sacrific ia l 
blood, sweat and guts bunch 
tha t b u ilt  the labor movement.

“ I was w o rk ing  in  a found ry  
when I  was 14,”  says Jack, who 
has been a seaman, logger, 
farm er, m iner, fac to ry  w orker, 
m oulder (w hich he s ti l l  is), and 
a hundred etceteras.

F rank ly , I  never believed 
Jack. I  don’t  believe he w aited 
u n til he was 14 to go to w ork.
Or tha t he and his fa m ily  could 
afford to keep h im  home id le  
tha t long. M y  conception of 
Jack is tha t he was born stand
ing next to  an anv il, th a t he 
came in to  day ligh t w ith  a ham 
m er in  his hands, and tha t his 
firs t words were: “ Sorry, I was 
late. W here’s the meeting?”
CUT FROM  JACK LONDON

Jack is o f the earth-born, 
w ith  stars in his eyes. He is of 
the cut o f Jack London, whom 
he knew  w ell, w ith o u t London’s

Barleycorn weakness. He has 
been a w orker a ll his life  and 
a reader a ll his life ; he is a 
laboring stiff, a pondering man, 
and a p la in -ta lk in g  man.

By now you have gathered 
that Jack is not a fancy fellow.'. 
He always looked i l l  at ease in 
his stiff, “ store-boughten”  black 
suit, covered w ith  ashes from  
his pipe.

When I  firs t met Jack, six 
years ago, in  Oregon, he had 
a lready been everywhere. Ta lk  
to h im  about Hells Canyon, and 
he remembered some aw'ful 
ha irp in , rock-bedded w hiskey- 
stricken meanderings he ru m 
bled over in  his Model A , when 
he w'as m in ing  in  the Seven 
Devils. Name a peak in  the 
Rockies, and he had trapped at 
its base. B ring  up a r iv e r  and 
he had fished on it, o r fe lled 
trees above its bank.

I  always believed tha t, i f  you 
took everyth ing  away from  
Jack b u t his clothes and shoes, 
and gave h im  ju s t a pocket- 
kn ife  and a b it o f w ire  to su r
v ive  on in  the wilderness, he’d 
make a go o f it. Come back in 
a few  months and he’d have 
a house put up, a garden g row 
ing, and a few  pets.

I have to te ll you how  I  
firs t met Jack. I t  te lls  the cal
ibe r of the man better than a 
hundred eulogies.
TALE STARTS IN  '49

The ta le goes back to 1949 
when Jack, who is a v 'h ite  man 
of Ir ish  stock, m arried M ary 
Dews, a Negro. Jack developed 
chest troub le  and the couple 
moved from  Los Angeles, where

JACK W R IG H T

they had wed, to Bandon, Ore
gon, Jack’s boyhood home. 
There they received cordia l 
treatm ent, b u t the dampness on 
the coast played havoc w ith  
Jack’s chest, so the p a ir took 
o ff in  an old, battered car and 
a small, stuffed tra ile r, and 
drove east, look ing  fo r  a tow n 
w ith  a d ry  climate.

The firs t n igh t they reached 
Sutherlin , a saw m ill tow n and 
fa rm ing  center at the southern 
t ip  o f the W illam ette  Valley. 
B u t no m ote l w ou ld  ren t them 
a un it. Jack had one engaged, 
bu t when the proprietress saw 
M ary, the lady screamed: “ How 
dare you! You know  th is  is a 
place fo r w hites o n ly !”  When 
they tr ied  to buy food, three 
groceries contem ptuously re 
fused them.

“ That n igh t,”  M ary W righ t

How Socialism W ould  
Eliminate Depression

LO N D O N ’S W ATER
E igh t m illio n  Londoners may 

be d rin k in g  poison w ith  every 
sip of w ater and every cup of 
tea —  bu t a ll details o f the 
t e s t s  concerning radioactive 
water, and its results, are se
cret. These ominous facts have 
beeq discovered by Labor 
Councillors in  Hornsey and 
were reported in  the Feb. 22 
Newsletter.

By M YR A  TAN NER  WEISS

M AR CH  10 — “ O ur country 
is fa r too w ea lthy  to require 
tha t any persons who genuine
ly  w ant to w ork  should go 
hung ry  — or be forced to stand 
in bread lines — because o f a 
tem porary drop in production 
and em ploym ent,”  the N.Y. 
-Times editors assure th e ir read
ers today. No tru e r words could 
be spoken. Yet hunger and 
bread lines are beginning to 
plague the nation as they do in 
all depressions.

The U nited States is indeed 
the richest country in the 
w orld . I t  has the highest p ro 
d u c tiv ity . I t  has the highest 
production capacity. I t  has a 
h igh ly  developed science, a 
large and well-educated w o rk 
ing class and an agricu ltu re  
tha t annua lly  piles up huge 
surpluses. In  other words, the 
U nited States has the capacity 
to produce a continuously r is 
ing liv in g  standard fo r  its 
population. There is no reason 
in nature or technology fo r  hu 
man suffering in th is country. 
B u t there is suffering. A nd all 
the proposals o f cap ita lis t p o li
tic ians consist of no th ing  more 
than staving off complete des
titu tio n . None o f them propose 
plans to restore lost income or 
to assure tha t no fu tu re  losses 
w il l  be incurred by Am erican 
workers.
SUFFOLK COUNTY PLA N

Nowhere is the th in k in g  of 
cap ita lis t po litic ians more clear
ly  revealed than among officia ls 
o f S uffo lk  county, New York, 
who are cu rre n tly  congra tu la t
ing themselves on the “ success”  
o f th e ir re lie f program. A drian  
Mason, S uffo lk  county Demo
cratic leader, March 8, said that 
ten percent of the county ’s 
breadw inners were jobless. The 
re lie f plan consists of having 
men w o rk  fo r th e ir  re lie f 
checks. Jub ila tion  over the 
“ success”  is caused by the re 
port tha t “ men had welcomed 
the chance to become active”  
and tha t “ i t  had bolstered the ir 
self-respect.”

B u t don’t th in k  th is  plan w ill 
enable the men on re lie f to 
make norm al wages. They are 
paid between $1.25 and $1.85 
per hour. B u t w o rk  is on ly 
part-tim e, s tr ic t ly  lim ite d  to 
the equivalent of a re lie f check 
— bare subsistence. And of 
course w o rk  is done on ly on 
“ projects not o rd in a rily  done 
by regu lar tow n ”  businesses. 
No em ployer w il l  be con fron t
ed w ith  com petition. The men 
are restricted to the “ ennobl
ing”  w o rk  of clearing brush 
from  pub lic  cemeteries, etc.

Socialists have always scored 
the stinginess of capitalist dole 
and the degradation of make- 
work projects. They have al
ways held that the needs of the 
individual and n o t  profits 
should be the paramount con
cern of society. Socialists con
sider the right to a job as the 
most elementary human right.

B u t the socia list program 
goes much fa rther. The workers 
have a righ t, not m ere ly to a 
job, bu t to a continuous rise in 
l iv in g  standards. Technological

Scene in the early 1930’s when thousands of laid-off 
workers were reduced to selling apples on street corners. 
Sign on the post reads, "M R. G LA D  w ill be at this corner 
this afternoon at 4 o'clock to distribute ONE THO USAND  
N IC K ELS to One Thousand needy Men."

progress should mean more 
goods to consume and more 
leisure to enjoy th is  wealth. An 
economic system tha t cannot 
y ie ld  th is  resu lt —  isn’t  w o rth  
a th ing.

In  the post-W orld W ar I I  
years capita lism , sustained by 
a w a r economy, made a great 
leap fo rw ard  in the  p ro d u c tiv ity  
of labor. A  substantia l begin
ning was made tow ard the in 
troduction  of autom ation in  in 
dustry. Techn ica lly  th is  meant 
the poss ib ility  o f the creation 
of vast w ea lth  w ith  re la tive ly  
l it t le  human exertion. However, 
instead of b ring ing  a great ex
tension of human w ell-be ing, 
many people now find them 
selves in greater poverty  than 
before the in troduction  of auto
mation.
THE OBSTACLE

N e ithe r nature nor the l im 
itations of science stand in  the 
way of progress. The obstacle 
to w e ll-be ing  is the economic 
system w ith  w hich we are s till 
saddled. P roduction is tied  to 
p ro fit fo r  the benefit o f a small 
m ino rity  in  Am erica.

F o r the profiteers, th is sys
tem is good. For the rea lly  big 
ones, even a depression is good. 
A  lo t of annoying competitors 
get shoved out of the way. 
W orkers, fea rfu l of th e ir jobs, 
can be pushed a ll the harder. 
I f  th ings rea lly  collapse, cost 
fo r m ateria ls are drastica lly  
reduced. A  perspective of even 
bigger rates of p ro fit on capital 
invested seems possible. The 
bosses' love for the "free en
terprise” system is understand
able. Their hatred for socialism 
is also understandable. It  would 
prevent them from capitalizing 
on the misery of the many.

B u t w hat about the casual
ties of the depression —  unem 
ployed workers, pa rt-tim e  w o rk 
ers, bankrup t farm ers, bankrup t

small businessmen, the old peo
ple and m inorities  who are 
firs t to lose th e ir jobs, the 
you th  who can’t find w ork. 
M atters stand d iffe re n tly  w ith  
them, i t  goes w ith o u t saying. 
A nd  the need fo r socialism w il l  
present itse lf increasingly to 
them.

The m om ent tha t ownership 
and contro l of the means of 
production — the factories and 
mines and m ills— is taken away 
from  the capita lists and these 
means are tu rned over to the 
contro l of the workers, the 
present s itua tion  w il l  be com
p le te ly  reversed. A  dem ocrat
ica lly  elected w o r k e r s  and 
farm ers’ governm ent w ould  es
tab lish overa ll plans of produc
tion  fo r  the nation. Instead of 
“ surp lus”  labor, there w ould 
even be a labor shortage, fo r 
production plans w ould  be 
based on A m erica ’s consuming 
needs. On top o f domestic 
needs there w ould  be requ ire 
ments o f the rest o f the w orld . 
EXPA N D ED  PRO DUCTION

The on ly  l im it  to production 
under a planned economy w il l  
be the human and m ateria l 
forces available. A  rapid devel
opment of autom ation w ill 
q u ick ly  enable society to sur
pass the present lim its . W o rk 
ing  tim e w il l  be reduced and 
liv in g  standards rise.

I t  seems so sim ple to solve 
our economic problems log ica l
ly  on the basis of a planned 
economy. And i t  is impossible 
to solve them on a p ro fit basis. 
A ll  that is needed is to change 
from  capita lis t production to a 
planned economy. For th is, a 
m a jo rity  of the Am erican peo
ple must be won over to the 
idea of socialism. Such a shift in 
political views isn't far off 
when the irrationality of the 
profit system becomes as obvi
ous as it is today.

recalls, “ was the most horrib le  
o f m y w hole life . We drove a 
l it t le  w ay out o f tow n and 
parked o ff the road and made 
a bed in a d itch. A  w hole bunch 
o f people started tow ard us 
swearing and ca lling  us filth y  
names. They threatened to run  
us ou t o f tow n. They said we 
cou ldn ’t  stop in  S u the rlin .”

T iie  ironm o lder Jack W righ t 
had been through some o f the 
bloodiest labor struggles in  
C a liforn ia . He had know n the 
brass knuckles of goons, the 
clubs o f cops and deputy 
sheriffs. B u t now he fe lt his 
last hour had come. “ When 
they started to close in ,”  he 
remembered a fte rw ard , “ I got 
m y hand axe out and I to ld 
M ary, T i l  die fo r  you bu t I ’l l  
be damned i f  they ru n  us out 
of tow n .’

“ I f  the people had been h a lf
way decent,”  he continued, s tick 
ing out his determ ined jaw , “ we 
never w ou ld  have thought of 
stopping. I  know  there are 
towns in  Oregon th a t don’t le t 
a Negro stay overn ight. B u t I 
was damn mad. We decided to 
stay.”
FOUND A  JOB

The next m orn ing  they lo o k 
ed around and found a store 
w illin g  to sell them  groceries. 
In  the afternoon Jack w ent in 
search of a job  and found one 
at a small forge. The owner 
had heart troub le  and was glad 
to get an experienced m eta l
w orker.

Unable to ren t a house, the 
W righ ts  decided to b u ild  one. 
They made a down paym ent on 
a lot, b u t under pressure from  
leading citizens the ow ner can
celled the sale. Undaunted, they 
made a paym ent on another lo t 
and started construction o f a 
house. U n til Jack W righ t had 
la id  the floor, he and h is  w ife  
slept on the ground.

A  group o f us, U n ive rs ity  of 
Oregon students and tow n fo lks, 
were s ittin g  around one n ight, 
chew ing the fa t, when some
one m entioned the tough lim e  
the W righ ts  were having. We 
wondered i f  the s itua tion  was 
true, so one o f ou r num ber, a 
ra ilroad  man, decided to go 
down the next day, since he 
w ou ld  be ofr, and check up on 
the story.

The nex t n igh t. Saturday, he 
returned, and to ld  us tha t w hat 
had been reported m in im ized 
the d ifficu ltie s  the W rights 
were having. The fo llow ing  
m orn ing  a group of us p iled

in to  a car, the tru n k  loaded
w ith  tools, and set ou t fo r  
S utherlin , 70 m iles away.

A n  hour a fte r we had reach
ed the W righ t lo t, and fa lle n  
to w o rk  d igg ing  a new trough  
fo r the outhouse, and he lp ing  
Jack raise the sides and roofs 
of a cabin he was construct
ing, tw o  carloads o f Negro sec
tion gang laborers fro m  W ilbu r, 
south of S utherlin , a rrived  and 
jo ined the operation.

W ell, you should have seen 
the procession of cars tha t came 
dowm th a t coun try  road. You 
w ould have thought the most 
amazing th ings on earth were 
tak ing  place. The bug-eyed 
d rive rs  ju s t crept past the  
house, and a ll the passengera 
were rubber-necking  out o f the  
w indows. W hat a strange In 
credib le s ight —  w h ite  m en and 
b lack men w o rk in g  together to 
bu ild  a house, w h ite  wom en
and b lack women preparing  a 
meal together. H ow  out of
place in  the Home o f the
Brave and the Land o f the
F ree!

W hen we were back in  Eu
gene we passed the w o rd  
around among our friends up 
and down the state. A nd  Jack 
and M ary W rig h t had v is ito rs  
from  h a lf a dozen counties, 
b ring ing  blankets, clothes and 
food.

Jack always said he w anted 
to w rite  a book about w orkers 
he once knew : selfless, penni
less, unadorned men who broke 
the West fo r the labor move
ment. Men who w a lked  15 
m iles to a m eeting o r w ho 
craw led in to  guarded com pany 
towns to b ring  news o f the  
union to the w orkers. Guys 
who were beaten and herded 
and dumped on the desert 
naked, bu t who came back to 
the struggle, a lways re tu rn ing , 
u n til TB  or a v ig ila n te ’s gun 
cut them down.

I t  isn ’t necessary fo r  Jack to 
th in k  o f a book in  terms of 
other men. A ll he has to  do is 
w rite  his autobiography. B u t he 
w on ’t  —  he doesn’t  th in k  he’s 
im portan t enough.

A nyw ay, Jack, o ld friend , I  
don’t th in k  you ought to get 
elected. You’l l  d rive  the to w n  
nuts. Seattle w il l  go crazy t r y 
ing to figure you out. This so
cie ty can take crooks, hypo
crites, hucksters, and hacks in 
stride —  bu t i t  shudders and 
raises its porcupine q u ills  w hen 
a simple, honest man stands at 
its threshhold.

Calendar of Euents
LOS ANGELES

D r. Scott Nearing, who re
turned in  January from  a fou r- 
month tr ip  to Europe and Asia, 
w il l  speak on “ H is to ry  C hal
lenges Socialism .”  Saturday, 
March 22, at 8:30 P.M. C ity  
Terrace C u ltu ra l Center, 3875 
C ity  Terrace D rive . Auspices: 
The L. A. Eastside N ational 
G uardian Committee. $1.00 D o
nation.

N EW  YORK
John T. McManus, General 

Manager o f the N a t i o n a l  
Guardian, w i l l  speak on “ W hat 
Road fo r Socialists in  the . 1958 
Elections?”  Thursday, March 
20, 8 P.M. H unts P o in t Palace,

Southern Boulevard and 163rd 
St. Auspices: B ronx  Socialist 
Forum , a ffilia ted  w ith  A m e ri
can Forum  fo r  Socialist Edu
cation. C on tribu tion  $1.00. U n 
employed Free.

Young Socialist A lliance  cele
brates the v ic to ry  o f Morton 
SobeU’s transfe r from  Alcatraz. 
Speaker: Helen Sobell. Also
film  s tr ip  o f T V  in te rv ie w  w ith  
Mrs. Sobell. F ri., M arch 21, 8 
P.M. A de lph i H a ll, 74 5th Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO  
Saturday, M arch 22, 8 P.M.—• 

“ A  M a rx ian  V iew s A n th ro p o l
ogy”  by E ve lyn  Reed, w riter 
and lecturer. 1145 P o lk  St. 
Ausp.: Labor Forum . A dm .: 50f.

W e're Mobilized for Freedom! I
W ANTED: You and all your friends.

FOR: Reaching signers with our appeal to the
President on behalf of Morton Sobell.

IF ’ " " ’ ------ -
JUSTICE: Depends on you —  join us

NOW: Every Saturday — 11 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Sunday —  1:30 to 4 P.M.

At the L. A. Sobell Committee Office,
4G2 No. Western Ave., Suite 3 Hollywood 4-4725

Chicago D inner-M eeting
Hear;

REV. W IL L IA M  T. B A IR D
Minister Essex Community Church, 1952 Progressive Party  

Illinois District Committeeman

JO HN H A M IL T O N
Chairman, Washington Park Forum; past Vice-President. 
Local 116 Amalgamated Meat Cutters, A FL; a founding 

organizer of the CIO Packinghouse Workers Union

REV. JOSEPH P. K IN G
Pastor, International Church; President, Washington Park  

Forum; 1958 Candidate for U.S. Congress, 2nd District

H O W AR D  M A Y H E W
Organizer, Chicago Branch of Socialist Workers Party

Topic:

"Prospects for United Socialist 
Political Action in 1958''

Saturday, M arch 22 
Forum  H a ll, 777 W. Adams Street

Dinner —  7 P.M.: $2 
Meeting only — 8 P.M.: $1 

For Reservations, call DE 2-9736 or write to Forum H all 
Auspices: Socialist Workers Party


