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Eisenhower and King George III
The American people fought fo r and 

won independence from  foreign domina­
tion in 1776. W ith  the v ic to ry o f the 13 
colonies against B ritish  rule, a new na­
tion was free to embark on its  own his­
to ric  course, develop its  o\yn resources 
and through its  own internal struggle, 
to  w in new democratic righ ts  fo r its  
people.

This is our h istory and we have con­
sidered i t  good. Now the people of Jordan 
and other Arab nations want the ir inde­
pendence. They want to end foreign 
domination and make the ir own future. 
The principal obstacle in  th e ir path is 
the Big Business government in  'Wash­
ington. In 1776 the obstacle was K ing 
George I I I .  In ID'S? i t  is Eisenhower.

The Eisenhower Doctrine, passed by 
Congress th is year, has been tested in 
the small country of Jordan.

To strangle the e ffo rt of the people o f 
Jordan to w in independence from  all 
foreign domination, the United States is 
backing the reactionary feudal monarch, 
K ing Hussein. The independence move­
ment is being driven underground. Unions 
are banned. Political parties are o u t­
lawed. Hundreds o f freedom fighters 
have been arrested and jailed. Amman, 
the capital c ity  of Jordan has been 
practically sealed o ff from  the rest o f 
the world under m artia l law. The K ing 
of Jordan dared to commit th is  violence

against the people o f Jordan only because 
he had the backing o f the U.S. im ­
perialists.

The Eisenhower Doctrine was pro­
claimed as a U.S. guarantee o f the inde­
pendence and freedom of the countries 
o f the Middle East. I t  quickly proved to 
be ju s t the opposite. Using feudal pup­
pets easily bought by the im peria list 
masters, the U.S. B ig Business govern­
ment is attem pting to crush the revolu­
tionary people of Jordan and guarantee 
the subservient, d ictatoria l powers of 
Hussein.

The W all S treet Journal correspondent, 
Ph ilip  Geyelin, on May 3 moaned about 
the movement of the U.S. S ixth Fleet in 
support o f K ing  Hussein. Geyelin was 
upset because U.S. “ m ilita ry  muscle- 
flex ing ”  was “ seriously embarrassing the 
hero, K ing Hussein.”  The S ixth Fleet 
was w ithdraw n and Eisenhower’s special 
envoy retreated in his plans to v is it 
Jordan. The dictatorship o f Hussein is 
not yet secure.

But the purposes of the Eisenhower 
Doctrine are clear. The revolutionary 
Arab masses understand. K ing  Hussein 
is forced to t r y  to conceal his relations 
w ith the U.S. The American people must 
also understand. And unless we, are ready 
to renounce our own revolutionary his­
tory, we must demand tha t U.S. im perial­
ism get out of the Middle East.

(Continued from page 1)
— that their particular role is in 
the field of ideas. E. P. Thomp­
son, one. of the editors of The 
Reasoner (to (be reborn next week 
as The New Reasoner) said the 
Forums must orient themselves 
toward the Labor movement, and 
the hundreds of thousands of So­
cialists therein.
P E R S P EC TIVE S

Clearly the w h o l e  Forum  
movement is a transitional form

New Support for Morton Sobell
The Reverend A. J. Muste, chairman 

emeritus o f the Fellowship of Reconcilia­
tion and an editor of the magazine L ibera­
tion, made a noteworthy declaration. 
May 1, in New York on the case of Mor­
ton Sobell. He declared tha t a fte r study­
ing the case he was convinced tha t “ out­
side o f the Department o f Justice, there 
are very few  people le ft who don’t  be­
lieve tha t at the very least Morton Sobell 
is entitled to a new tr ia l.”

In taking th is stand, Rev. Muste joins 
a growing lis t of notables. Among them 
are such prominent scientists as Harold 
Urey, J. Robert Oppenheimer and the late 
A lbe rt Einstein. Others supporting the 
demand fo r a new tr ia l include such 
figures as the jou rna lis t E lmer Davis, the 
English'philosopher Bertrand Russell, the 
famed musician Pablo Casals, Warren K. 
B illings and Senator W illiam  Langer o f 
N orth  Dakota.

Even a b rie f review of the Sobell case 
serves to make clear why these prominent 
individuals and many others so gravely 
doubt th a t justice was done. Sobell was 
tried, along w ith  Julius and Ethel Rosen­
berg, in a whipped-up atmosphere of 
w itch-hunt hysteria. Before the case even 
reached a ju ry , Sobell was “ convicted”  in 
the press of delivering atomic secrets to 
the Soviet Union. Yet the government 
never made such a charge. The prosecu­
tion  confined itse lf to the deliberately 
vague charge of “ conspiring”  w ith  the 
Rosenbergs to commit unspecified acts 
o f espionage.

The principal “ evidence”  th a t Sobell, 
had so conspired was the unconfirmed 
word o f one man —  and th a t man was 
an admitted perjurer facing government

prosecution. This was Max E litcher, who, 
as a result of his cooperation w ith  the 
government never had to face the charge 
of perjury.

Sobell was pictured by the government 
as a man who acknowledged his g u ilt in 
advance by fleeing the country to Mexico 
ahd who Was apprehended by the aun 
thorities only a fte r the Mexican govern­
ment had deported him from  tha t country.

Last month the Mexican government 
issued an o ffic ia l denial tha t i t  had 
deported Sobell. Thus i t  helped confirm  
Sobell’s charge tha t he, along w ith  his 
fam ily , had been kidnaped at the instiga­
tion of the U jS. government while 
vacationing in Mexico. He was b ru ta lly  
beaten and brought across the border. 
Only then did he hear of any charges 
against him. Whereupon, he waived ex­
trad ition  from  Texas and vo luntarily  
came to New York to face tria l.

Sentenced to a 30-year term, Sobell is 
being held in America’s worst penal 
hellhole, Alcatraz, an institu tion  which is 
supposed to be used solely fo r incorrigible 
crim inals who cannot be managed in other 
prisons. He is separated from  his fam ily  
by three thousand miles, able to have 
v isitors once a month and to w rite  a single 
page le tte r once a week. Constantly 
harrassed, he has now been informed tha t 
he is w ritin g  “ too small”  on the single 
sheet allotted. A ll o f th is cruel and 
unusual treatm ent is deliberately design­
ed to force him to confess to a crime he 
steadfastly swears he never committed.

We hope tha t many more in the labor 
and liberal movement w ill follow the 
example of A. J. Muste in  demanding 
justice fo r Morton Sobell.

The Obituaries for McCarthy
The late Sertator Joseph McCarthy got 

a generally bad press on the occasion of 
his death. W ith  the exception o f the 
b la tan tly  reactionary w ing of the daily 
press, most editoria l comments deplored 
his unsavory methods in  fig h tin g  “ com­
munism.”  B ut the most s ign ificant fea­
ture  of McCarthy; and the movement he 
represented, went largely unnoticed. That 
was the fact th a t the movement which 
rallied behind the Senator from  Wiscon­
sin represented incipient American fas­
cism — the f ir s t  stage o f an American 
version o f the Nazi movement.

McCarthy, as a sinister political figure, 
was spawned by the w itch hunt. He grew 
out of the system of “ subversive”  lists, 
loya lty oaths, job screenings and such 
thought-control laws as the Smith Act. 
This witch, hunt was ushered in together 
w ith  the cold war by the Democratic 
adm inistration. I t  was fu rth e r developed 
and refined by the succeeding Republican 
adm inistration.

For a b rie f period McCarthy became an 
independent power in opposition to both 
parties. Republicans who cheered while 
he castigated the Democrats fo r “ twenty 
years o f treason”  came to quail as he 
extended the period by one year to cover 
them. He became the Frankenstein’s mon­
ster of the bi-partisan witch-hunters.

P articu larly  noteworthy during th is  pe­

riod o f his rise, was the revo lting specta­
cle o f the liberal Democrats, like Hum­
phrey of Minnesota, who sought to “ out­
fla nk ”  him from  the r igh t. One o f the 
prime results of th is cowardly and treach­
erous course was the Hum phrey-Butler 
Communist Control Act, the f ir s t  in 
American h istory to declare a political 
party illegal.

McCarthy continued to prosper on the 
basis o f such “ opposition.”  B u t the po lit­
ical and social climate in the country 
proved unripe fo r his fascist perspective. 
The W all Street tycoons who control the 
U.S. government decided they weren’t  
ready to t ry  to impose a fascist d ic ta to r­
ship on the country and decided to put 
him on ice fo r the tim e being.

The Senate voted to  censure McCarthy 
a fte r the November election showed a 
swing back to the Democrats, underscor­
ing the fact tha t i t  was not yet the sea­
son fo r  unbridled McCarthyism.

McCai'thy died, not in “ oblivion,”  but 
under wraps. He w ill be long and b itte rly  
remembered fo r the countless v ictim s o f 
his savage application of H it le r ’s big-lie 
technique. A t the same time i t  is well 
also to remember tha t i t  was the w itch 
hunt tha t gave him his start. U n til tha t 
w itch hunt is eliminated from  the Am er­
ican scene, root and branch, the danger 
o f fu tu re  McCarthys remains w ith  us.

On M ay 1 the puppet g o v e r n ­

ment of Jordan created by King 
Hussein ordered the dissolution 
of all trade unions and employe 
associations. A ll political parties 
have been outlawed. Hundreds 
of nationalists have been im ­
prisoned. S till K ing Hussein is 
compelled to conceal his intimate  
relations with U .S. imperialists. 
He has accepted U.S. financial 
aid to Jordan but disassociates 
that country from the Eisen­
hower Doctrine.

King Hussein is attem pting  
to consolidate his dictatorial 
powers w ith  the preparation of 
“treason” trials against form er 
members of Jordan’s cabinet.. 
Two exiled Chiefs of S taff, M aj. 
Gen. A li Abu Nuw ar and M aj. 
Gen. A li M ayari, and the form er 
h e a d  of intelligence, Col. 
Mahmud el-Mussa w ill be tried  
in aosentia along w ith  a dozen 
arm y officers imlprisoned in 
Amman.

Nuw ar and H ayari, both in 
Cairo, accused Hussein of 
declaring m artial law  in Jordan 
in order to th w art the “w ill of 
the people,” They also declared 
that the Jordan crisis was in­
stigated by the United States 
as part of an “im perialist con­
spiracy” to  force the Eisen­
hower Doctrine down the throats 
of the Arab people.

— though I  would suggest a long­
term transitional form — towards 
the crystallization of a1 genuine 
M arxist revolutionary trend in 
British polities. These are early 
days to say how soon this trend 
w ill emerge as a real force. Many 
people feel that the place for 
M arxists now is inside the Labor 
Party, where the mass of polit 
ically-interested workers in B r it­
ain are to be found, so that vital 
experience in leadership and mass 
work can be gained and the 
poison of Stalinist .methods shed

Meanwhile the large-scale post- 
Congress walk-outs from the CP 
are under way. In  Edinburgh 
Don Renton, a Party  member of 
28 years, unemployed leader in 
the early 3930?s, International 
Brigader, prisoner of Franco, CP 
area organizer, has quit. In  his 
resignation statement he said he 
preferred to put loyalty to p rin ­
ciples above loyalty to leaders.

In  Lancashire an outstamk 
ing resignation is that of Dick 
Nettleton, OP member since 1939, 
form er national organizer of the 
Young Communist League. In  
London Alison McLeod, D aily  
W orker television critic, has quit 
the party  and the paper— m ak­
ing the 18th D aily  W orker res­
ignation. In Oxford, i t  is under­
stood that history don Chris­
topher H ill has resigned, though 
he himself w ill not confirm this.

B U IL D  GROUP IN  CP 
On the other hand, in Leeds, 
Nottingham, and elsewhere in the 
industrial Midlands and North, 
there are signs of a M arxist op­
position taking shape w ith the 
intention of staying inside the 
party and fighting in an organ­
ized wav. How long their open, 
principled fight can last remains 
to be seen. But it is already hav­
ing an effect among the rank- 
and-file industrial workers in the 
party.

One working-class member of 
the industrial branch at Dagen­
ham— home of the key Ford and 
Briggs automobile factories —  
startled his fellow-members this 
week when he told them to read 
Trotsky’s The Revolution Be-

P E T E R  F R Y E R  was special 
correspondent for the London 
Daily W orker in Budapest last 
fa ll. Because he wrote the 
tru th  about the struggle of 
the Hungarian working class 
to get rid of Stalinism and 
establish workers’ democracy, 
his dispatches were suppressed 
and he was subsequently ex­
pelled. from the B ritish  Com­
munist P arty. Following his 
expulsion he stated: “ I remain  
a Communist. I  w ill go on 
fighting for the transformation  
o f the Communist Party  into a 
genuine Communist party.” 
Last week Peter Fryer joined 
the s ta ff bf the M ilitan t as 
its correspondent from Great 
Britain.

Standard Oil Co. o f New Jersey earned a net p ro fit  
o f $237 m illion in the f ir s t  three months o f 1957, as 
compared w ith  $205 m illion in the f ir s t  three months o f
1956 —  the company’s banner-®- -----------------------------------------------------

Suez Canal,’ Standard of N ew  
Jersey’s stock continued to rise. 
The company added greatly  
to its profits last fa ll and 
early this year by selling its 
Venezuelan oil to W estern Eu­
rope a t “ crisis”-inflated prices.

Restoration of navigation in  
the Suez Canal w ill not hurt the 
company either, since, w ith  
o t h e r  Standard associates, 
Standard of New Jersey owns 
two thirds of all the oil in 
Arabia. And now there is an 
excellent new and additional 
m arket fo r this oil. The U.S. 
Sixth M eet is patrolling the 
Mediterranean. Its  fuel needs 
are great. And it  is close at 
hand, so that transportation 
costs fo r the company are low.

year, when i t  earned “ more 
money than any oil company 
anywhere a t any time.” (A p ril 
10 New York Herald-Tribune.)

According to the A p ril 27 
N. Y . Herald-Tribune, “ a spokes­
man Tof the company] said a 
‘significant’ portion of the in­
crease could be attributed to the 
booming demand for petroleum 
products in Western Europe 
caused by the Suez Canal shut­
down.”

Standai’d of New  Jersey, 
which is only one p a rt of the 
Standard Oil empire, has vast 
holdings in both hemispheres. 
When foreign oil stocks took a 
nose dive on the m arket last 
year as a result of the Mideast 
crisis and the blocking of the

frayed. And the OP member who 
threw light on “Lessons of the 
Stalin E ra ” a t the Forum con­
ference Iras been invited to give 
a talk to the Briggs shop stew­
ards on Sunday night.

These' are remarkable develop­
ments. And one of the imost im ­
portant and most encouraging 
features of all is the utter fa il­
ure of the CP to drive a wedge 
between the workers and the “in­
tellectuals.” The working-class 
critics of Stalinism and the in­
tellectual critics have never been 
so close.

Well-A t tended Brooklyn Meet 
Hears Cates, Dobbs, Muste

By Harry Ring
B R O O K LY N , M ay 5 — Three 

hundred and f if ty  people turned 
out at the Brighton Community 
Center tonight for a discussion 
of “The Road to  SociaPsm in 
America.” On the platform were 
John Gates, editor of the D a ily  
W orker, Farrell Dobbs, national 
secretary of the Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  and A. J. Muste of L*h- 
eration magazine. Composed 
largely of supporters of the CP 
end SW1P, the audience displayed' 
interest and enthusiasm for the 
frank but fraternal exchange of 
views on the subject of the eve­
ning.

Onen’nc the discussion, Dobbs 
declared tbat the source of the 
ever-present w ar danger lies in 
Die insoluble crisis of world can- 
italism which is being pushed 
back bv the powerful colonial 
revolution and by sw iftly  rising  
productive power of the Soviet 
'doc. The w ar danger, he said, 
comes prim arily  from American 
Big Business which is spearhead­
ing the world counter-revolution­
ary  offensive. W hile the increas­
ing nower of the anti-canitalist 
world has compelled imperialism  
to slow down its w ar timetable, 
U.S. capitalism remains basically 
hostile to peaceful co-existence 
with the anti-capitalist world, 
Dobbs said.

CLASS-STRU G G LE P O LIC Y
Events have demonstrated, he 

continued, that W all Street can 
he checkmated only by a world­
wide class struggle against it. 
That is why, he said, i t  is nec­
essary to defend the colonial 
freedom fighters and the work­
ers’ states against imperialism. 
He also called for solidarity with 
the budding political revolution 
in the ¡Soviet sphere. This strug­
gle to re-establish workers’ de­
mocracy based on Soviet prop­
erty forms, he said, aids the 
world revolution against capital­
ism.

Turning to the domestic scene, 
Dobbs hit at the Communist Par­
ty leadership’s concent of build­
ing a “ people’s anti-monopoly 
coalition” based on political col­
laboration with capitalists. Such 
a “coalition,” he pointed out. has 
been in effect since the 1930’s 
in the form of the labor move­
ment’s support for- the Demo­
cratic Party. The record shows, 
Dobbs said that the labor-Demo- 
crat.ic coalition has served only to 
weaken labor politically and to 
strengthen the hand of reaction.

Tlie central need today. Dobbs 
said, is to help forge a le ft wing 
in the mass movement advocat­
ing a class-Struggle program. 
Such a le ft wing, be said, must 
push fo r the formation of a la ­
bor party based on the unions 
in alliance w ith  the Negro peo­
ple and the working farmers.

Since a labor party w ill not be 
formed immediately, it is espe­
cially important, Dobbs argued, 
fo r the socialist movement to run 
its ov\i electoral tickets. Ile re  in 
New York, lie said, the ¡SWP is 
running Joyce Cowley for mayor 
and w ill use the campaign to 
spread the socialist answer to 
war, to explain the need fo r a 
labor p arty  and to help lay the 
basis for building a le ft wing in 
the mass movement. Such a 
course, Dobbs concluded, is the 
most effective way to combat im­
perialist w ar and to create the 
forces that w ill spearhead the 
struggle for a socialist America.

Presenting the viewnoint of the 
Communist P arty , John Gates 
said th at'today’s main task is to 
build a ‘‘people’s anti-monopoly 
coalition” based on a new po­
litical alignment. He could not 
predict, he said, whether such a 
realignment would be achieved 
by driving the reactionaries out 
of the Democratic party or i f  i t  
would, emerge as a new coalition 
party in opposition to .both the 
old parties.

PR A ISE S  M E E T IN G
On foreign policy, he said the 

centra] objective must be the 
fig h t fo r “peaceful coexistence.” 
The growing strength of the so­
cialist world and the weakening 
of the capitalist world, he con­
tended, makes a new era of co­
existence practical and realizable, 
even though it  is being ushered 
in  slowly and pamfully.

Gates concluded by expressing 
his gratification at the success­
ful meeting and declared it  a 
demonstration “that we can work  
and act together while we discuss 
those things on which we dis­
agree.”

A. J. Muste devoted himself 
prim arily  to the continuing need 
fo r common .frank thinking and 
discussion by all radical tenden­
cies. Such a discussion is nec­
essary, he said, because “ None 
of us today can see clearly in 
the concrete sense the road to 
socialism.” Such advice, be added, 
“ is not counsel of despair, but of 
hope. I f  we bring all, or approx­
im ately all, of the movement into 
a serious, continuous discussion, 
we w ill have accomplished a po­
litical act of enormous signifi­
cance.”

The summaries were the most 
noteworthy features of the eve­
ning, as Gates and Dobbs came 
answered one another’s argu­
ments in a spirit of earnest de­
bate.

Contending that Dobbs was in­
correct in characterizing the anti- 
monopoly coalition policy as 
“anti-class struggle,” Gates de­
clared that a struggle “of all the 
people would be even more pro­
ductive than just that of the 
workers alone.”

Taking issue w ith the need for

socialist tickets, Gates said, 
“ Dobbs said there is no immedi­
ate perspective fo r a labor party. 
I  agree. B ut i f  the workers aren’t 
even ready for a labor party, 
then how can you propose a so­
cialist ticket which is even nar­
rower ?” Instead, he continued, 
“we should work with labor 011 
the basis of its present level of 
thinking. To run against the Re­
publicans and Democrats would 
only isolate us.” He relegated 
the running of socialist candi­
dates to an occasional contest for 
secondary offices.

W inding up the discussion, 
Dobbs agreed the workers must 
weld a coalition with other class 
forces, but explained that such 
a coalition is doomed to failure  
unless it  is led by the workers 
and based on an anti-capitalist 
program.

Replying to Gates’ objections 
to running a socialist candidate 
for mayor, Dobbs asked, “What 
do you propose as an alternative 
— to support. W agner?” An ap­
preciative murmur ran through 
the audience as Dobbs continued, 
“ He certainly is a very .peculiar 
‘friend of labor.’ ”

Support to the Democrats, 
Dobbs went on, only delays the 
process of building a labor party, 
but a socialist ticket w ill help 
build one. Over radio and T V , so­
cialists w ill be able to explain to 
those seeking a basic change how 
to go about getting it.

In concluding, Dobbs urged 
united action on behalf of iMor- 
ton Sobell and called on the au­
dience to turn out fo r the ¡boat 
ride M ay 26 sponsored by the 
Sobell Committee.

A ll three speakers joined in 
urging the audience to partici­
pate in the M ay 17 Prayer P il­
grimage to Washington.

W orld Events
A B R IT IS H  government court 

of inquiry, appointed to investi­
gate the biggest strike in Eng­
land since 1926, has made its 
recommendations. The strike be­
gan last March w ith  200,600 
shipyard workers and grew until 
it  involved 1,500,000 workers in 
the metal fabricating industries 
before i t  was called o ff pending 
the court’s recommendations. The 
Confederation of Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Unions bad de­
manded a 1 0% wage increase for 
its 3 million members. The bosses 
offered 5% on provision that no 
new wage claims be made for one 
year and that the union cooper­
ate in speeding up operations. 
The court recommended. M ay 2 , 
an increase of about 5% with 
no strings attached or of about 
6 % %  w ith  the wage freeze and 
speed-up provisions. Union o ffi­
cials began meeting M ay 4 to 
consider the court’s proposal. A 
Tory government drive reducing 
w elfare benefits and raising 
rents, and a steep hike in the 
cost of liv ing since the Suez 
fiasco were the cause of the wage 
demands.

*  *  *

F R E N C H  W E S T A F R IC A N
“elections” held March 30 fo r lo­
cal councils in the eight French 
colonies were boycotted by the 
mass of the electorate. Pro- 
French political groups won ma­
jorities throughout the colonies, 
but were disheartened by the boy­
cott which reached 80% in some 
localities. The newly established 
elected councils were touted as a 
progressive step in French im ­
perialist rule. -But the councils

have no power in foreign affairs, 
defense, trade, currency, internal 
security, or justice. A ll effective 
rule remains w ith the French- 
appointed H igh  Commissioner. 
The boycott was attributed to “a 
noticeable undercurrent of ex­
treme nationalism and of com­
munism qmong the population,” 
which numbers 19 million, pre­
dominantly Negro. The trade 
unions have been advocating in­
dependence. In  the Arab and Ber­
ber Mauretania colony, where 
the boycott was highly effective, 
the Free M auretania Movement 
supports union w ith  independent 
Morocco.

*  *  *

M A Y  D A Y  IN  B E R L IN  fea­
tured huge turnouts in both the 
East and W est sectors. About 
160,000 persons gathered M ay 1 
at a trade union ra lly  in W est 
Berlin. The central demand was 
fo r the 40-hour week.

T H E  B R IT IS H  LABO R P A R ­
T Y  has launched a campaign 
against the testing of H-bombs. 
Leaders o f the party demanded 
M ay 5 that the Government post­
pone its planned hydrogen tests 
as a step toward international 
agreement to ban nuclear explo­
sions. The demands were voiced 
in speeches throughout England 
by leaders including Laborite 
right-w inger Hugh Gaitskell and 
left-w inger Aneurin B e v a n . 
Gaitskell attacked Tory Foreign 
Secretary Selwyn Lloyd’s asser­
tion that Communists were be­
hind the agitation against the 
scheduled British tests. W hat is 
really behind it, he said, are sci­
entific reports indicating that i f  
the tests were continued ’ the 
health of the human race m ight 
be damaged. Bevan said “No  
weapon which is a t the same 
time a weapon of suicide can be 
a weapon of diplomacy.”

* *  *

IN  C E Y L O N  a ge?ieral strike 
of plantation workers was called 
fo r M ay Day by the three plan­
tation unions to enforce a de­
mand that M ay  Day be a fu ll-  
paid h o l i d a y .  About 500,000 
workers are involved. Govern­
ment employes in Ceylon pre­
viously won the same demand.

Jordan King 
Issues Ban 
On Unions

.. British Forum Meeting U.S. OH Barons Pump Vast 
Profits Out of Mideast Crisis

Workers, Students Act 
Against Colombia Ruler

Mass student demonstrations and a general strike  in 
Bogota Colombia are threatening to topple the bloody 
dictatorship of W all-Street puppet General Gustavo Rojas
Pinilla. The capital city of Bo-5> -
gota has 'been occupied by the police then attacked demonstra- 
Arm y, apparently the only group tors w ith clubs, tear gas shells 
in the country which still re- and streams of red dye, designed 
mains loyal to Rojas. The Cath- to mark oppositionists fo r police 
olic Church of Colombia, accord- roundups. By M ay 5 when the 
ing  to the M ay 6 New  York arm y occupied Bogota, police had 
Times, is expected to withdraw killed at least five persons and 
its support fo r the Rojas re- injured hundreds more, banks 
gime. and shops were closed, and in-

The reactionary Conservative dustrial strikes were spreading 
P arty  leaders who fo r the most throughout the South American  
p art backed Rojas when he took nation of 13 million people, 
power in 1953 in a m ilita ry  coup, Colombia has been in constant 
have already indicated w illing- crisis featuring guerilla w arfare  
ness to dump him in favor of a ¡n the countryside since A p ril 
m ilita ry  junta or some other de- 9 , 1948  when a general strike and 
vice since his almost unbelieva- uprising was sparked by the as  ̂
bly cruel, corrupt and bloody re- sassination of Jorge Gaitan, the 
gime is no longer able to control left-w ing leader of the opposi- 
the insurgent Colombian masses, tion Liberal Party. A succession
<3Trr>i?NT<; r w i v  t t  of totterin£  regimes, some in-S T L  P E N T S  B E G IN  IT  clud;ng r ig M .wir>g. elements of

The present uprising began the Liberal P arty  followed until 
last week when university stu- Roj-as took over w j th the backing 
dents struck protesting plans for of the U .S. .State Department 
supporters of Rojas to have him and ^  Church- and eg_
re-elected president by a const:- .
tuent assembly which he had ap- taibhshed a rig id  m ilita ry  dicta-
pointed for that purpose. Rojas’ torship.


