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Is Gates Handing 

The CP to Foster?
By Harry Ring

The New York State Communist P a r ty  — until re 
cently the m ajor stronghold of the Gates wing of the  CP 
leadership —  is now being handed on a silver p la tter  to 
th e  g roup  led iby William ,Z. F os-®  
te r .  T h is  new ga in  will ¡be used 
by  F o s te r  and h is  associates to 
f u r th e r  th e i r  a im  of re-S talin iz-  
in g  the  p a r ty .

F o s t e r ’s n ew es t v ic to ry  came 
w hen' on June  7, the  N.Y. S ta te  
C om m ittee  announced  the election 
of B en jam in  Davis as s ta te  cha ir 
m an , George Blake C harnev  as  
s t a t e  s e c re ta ry  and  W illiam 
W einstone  as  educational direc
to r .  Davis is  F o s te r ’s chief lieu
ten an t,  C harnev  is  a  G ates sup 
p o r t e r  and  W einstone  is a  Dennis 
m an.

IThis “equal” th ree-w ay  sp l i t  of 
k ey  posts, f o r  all prac tica l p u r 
poses , leaves the  'Gates fo rces 
h a m s tru n g .  Y e t  th e  decision 
flow s from  the  ins is tence  of the  
•Gatesites a t  the  re cen t  s ta te  con 
ven tion , w here  they  had  a  m a 
jo r i ty ,  t h a t  all th ree  tendencies 
¡be equally  re p re sen ted  on the 
new ly-elected  s ta te  com m ittee .
T he  s t r a te g y  w as  m otiva ted  Iby 
th e  t r u ly  u top ian  conception th a t  
such organ iza tiona l concessions 
to  F o s te r  would b r in g  “ u n ity ” to  
th e  fac t lona l ly - to rn  p a rty .

F O S T E R IT E S  T A K E  OVER

T h a t  such s t r a te g y  can  only 
se rve  to  hand control to the  F os 
te r i te s  w as  dem onstra ted  a t  the  
re c e n t  K ings County convention 
in  New York. T here ,  a f t e r  a 
hass le  on the  issue of personnel 
f o r  the  new jo in t  leadership , the 
local F o s te r  people simply elected 
th e i r  own coun ty  leadership. This 
Ibrush'ing aside of the  agreed- 
upon th ree -w ay  leadersh ip  divi
s ion  w as  l a te r  p ro tes ted  to  the 
s t a te  com m ittee  w here  the  F o s 
te r-D enn is  com bination  refused  
to  a c t  in the  m a t te r .

T he  inc reasing  F o s te r i te  con
t r o l  of the  p a r ty  a p p a ra tu s  has  
been  paralle led , and even aided, 
by a s teady  exodus of m em bers 
from  the  p a r ty  in the  post-con
ven tion  period. T he  m em bership 
loss h a s  been accompanied by a 
con tinu ing  decline in the  c ircula 
t ion  of th e  Daily W o rk e r  and an 
inc reas ing  lack of ab i lity  to  ra ise  
funds  to  keep i t  going. At the 
tw o-th ird  m a rk  in th e  $100,000 
fu n d  drive fo r  th e  paper,  less 
th a n  $16,000 h as  been contributed .

T hese heavy  losses spell out 
th e  inab ili ty  of any  section of the 
p a r t y  leadership  to  cope w ith  the  
political crisis which w racks the  
o rgan iza tion . U nan im ous s t a te 
m e n ts  iby th e  p a r t y  leadersh ip  
h av e  proclaim ed th a t  the  n a t io n 
al convention ham m ered  ou t a 
d r a f t  resolution th a t  p rovided the 
p a r t y  w ith  a “ new look” and the 
b as is  f o r  m oving  fo rw ard .  B u t  
th e  decline and isolation g row  
m ore  precip itous. W hy ?

S IL E N C E  ON IS S U E S
F o r  the sake  of il lusory  “un ity ” 

w ith  F oste r ,  th e  Gates fac tion  de
cided n o t  to  p u rsu e  i t s  d if fe r 
ences w ith  th e  F oste r i te s .  This 
course  serves to  s t i f le  p ro g ra m 
m a t ic  d iscussion th ro u g h o u t  the  
ran k s .  T hus the  G ates i tes  agreed 
to  "n e i th e r  condem n n o r  con
done” the  K rem lin ’s cru sh ing  of 
th e  H u n g a ry  revolution, the reby  
f u r th e r  com prom ising  th e  pa r ty  
and  a t  th e  sam e tim e  choking  
o f f  the  possib ility  of any  fu r th e r  
in te rn a l  discussion of th is  v ita l 
issue.

■Since the  na t iona l convention, 
w hich resolved none of the  p rob 
lem s con fron ting  the  p a r ty ,  the  
G ates  w ing  of the leadersh ip  have 
shou ted  them selves hoarse  about 
th e  need to  “g e t  down to w ork  to 
b r in g  our p ro g ra m  to  th e  people” 
and  have  vain ly  appealed  fo r  an 
end  to  ‘'fac t iona l ism ” in the  p a r 
ty .  T h e  logical c lim ax  to  the 
“ an t i-fac tion” cam paign  came 
w ith  the  rep o r ted  dec lara tion  by 
a p ro m in en t  G ates i te  t h a t  the  
G a te s  g ro u p  i tse l f  w as  responsi
ble  f o r  the  p re s e n t  fac t iona l s i t 
u a t io n  in N ew  York.

M eanwhile, i t  becomes inc reas 
ing ly  a p p a re n t  t h a t  F o s te r’s p e r 

A Political Document from Hungary

spective o f  s t if l ing  all discussion 
o r  criticism of th e  K rem lin  bu 
reauc racy  coincides w ith an  in 
te rn a tio n a l d rive to  re-monolith- 
ize the  C om m unist part ies ,  as te s 
tified  to  by the  French, I ta lian , 
B rit ish  and C anadian  conven
tions.

T he  ch a ra c te r  of this  in te rn a 
t ional cam p a ig n  is m ade c lea r  in 
A lan M ax’s open le t te r  of p ro 
t e s t  in the  Ju n o  4 Daily W orker  
a g a in s t  the  re p o r t  on the  CP con
vention  in the M arch is su e  of 
In te rn a t io n a l  A ffa i r s ,  the  E n g 
l ish - language  m agaz ine  published 
in Moscow. T ak in g  issue w ith its 
a s se r t io n  th a t  “the  convention 
consisted  of a re jec tion  of ‘rev i
s io n is t’ a t te m p ts  to* derail the 
p a r ty ,”  M ax po in ts  out t h a t  a 
num ber of CP o rgans  ab road  
have  su n g  th is  sam e tune  and  he 
com m ents sa rcas tica lly ,  “How 
these  publications h ap p en  to  c a r 
ry  such s im ila r repor ts ,  I do not 
know .”

DW  ALSO AT F A U L T
H e  then  w a rn s  In te rna t iona l 

A ffa i r s  t h a t  such re p o r t in g  can 
“only tend  to  sh ak e  the  confi
dence of you r re a d e rs  in the  
ab i lity  of y o u r  jou rna l to  give 
sound political e s t im a tes .”

A s m a n a g in g  editor of the  
Daily W orker ,  M ax could well 
heed his own sound advice. While 
such publications as In te rn a t io n 
al A ffa irs  have no t hesita ted ' to 
m ake  political e s t im a tes  w i th  a 
f ine  d is reg a rd  fo r  fac ts ,  th e  D ai
ly  W orker ,  ever since i t  th rew  in 
the  towel on H un g ary ,  has  Ibeen 
■guilty of a va r ia t io n  of th e  sam e 
defect. D espite  an am ple  supply 
of fac ts ,  th e  Daily  W o rk e r  edi
to rs  have  never  p re sen ted  any  
political conclusions t h a t  m ig h t  
b r ing  them  into fu r th e r  collision 
w ith  F oste r .

This, of course, is  all r ig h t  with 
F oste r .  He is determ ined, r e g a r d 
less of cost or consequence, th a t  
th e  p a r ty  m u s t  be reduced to  its  
previous s t a te  o f  blind apologist 
fo r  t h e  Moscow 1 b u reau cra ts .  
Such a goal can not be realized 
by a process of free  discussion. 
And th a t ’s why he  doesn’t  w an t 
an y — either  inside or ou ts ide  the  
p a r ty .

F o s te r ’s a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  dis
cussion is p e rh ap s  m o s t  c learly  
revealed  by  his a t t i t u d e  tow ard  
the  A m erican F o ru m  f o r  .Social
ist. E ducation . Lack of F o s te r i te  
■participation in  the  American 
F orum  h as  m ade i t  an open se
c re t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  radical move
m e n t  t h a t  he w a n ts  no p a r t  of it.

B u t  on w h a t  reasonable  
g ro u n d s  can the  F o s te r i te s  ob- 
iect to the  «American Fo rum  or to 
CP pa rt ic ipa tion  in i t ?  Com
posed of every  shad in g  of social
is t  though t ,  i ts  sole function  is 
w ell-expressed  in it-s recen t s t a te 
m ent. ‘‘A tim e fo r  questions.—A 
search  fo r  socialist an sw ers .”

A P R IM E  N E C E S S IT Y

iSuch a discussion is th e  n um 
b e r  one need of the  e n t ire  A m e r 
ican  rad ica l m ovem en t today. 
W ho would a rgue  th a t  i t  is  any 
less the  need of the  C om m unist 
P a r t y ?  E ven  i f  convinced of the 
co rrec tn ess  of its  own p a r t ic u 
la r  v iewpoint, no section of the 
rad ica l m ovem ent c a n  expect to 
influence today ’s  socialist-minded 
w o rk e rs  and youth  un less  i t  is 
ready  to p u t  i ts  views to  th e  te s t  
of confron ta t ion  w ith  all those 
con tending  w ith  it. And f o r  the 
m em bers  of th e  CP the re  is a 
special u rgency  to  the  discussion 
of conflic t ing  v iews f o r  which 
the  A m erican  'Forum is now p ro 
v id ing a  vehicle. F a ilu re  to  c la r i 
fy  and to  a r r iv e  a t  co rrec t posi
tions on precisely the  g r e a t  i s 
sues now under  deba te  th ro u g h 
o u t  the  radical m ovem ent is w ha t 
led the  m em bers  of the  OP into 
th e i r  p re s e n t  im passe . Only a 
tho roughgo ing , dem ocratic  d is 
cussion can provide th e  way out.

AVc publish below excerp ts  from a m im eographed docum ent 
signed “ H ungaricus ,” dated  December 1956. I t  w as  w r i t te n  by a 
person who, in the  days p rio r  to  the  October 1956 revolution, 
belonged to the  opposition (an ti-R akosi, an ti-G eroe  w ing) of the  
H u n g a r ian  Communist p a r ty .  R ep resen ta tive  excerp ts  from  the  
docum ent were f i rs t  published in the  Jan . 31 issue of th e  F rench  
socialist weekly, F rance  O bservateur,  which inform ed i t s  readers  
th a t  th e  document “was c ircu la t ing  a t  the p resen t t im e  am ong 
in tellectual circles in B udapest.” The en t ire  docum ent is about 
20,000 w ords long. I t  is a serious a t te m p t  a t  a  th e o re t ic a l  ap 
pra isa l of the  Oct. 24 H u n g a r ian  revolution  from  a M arx is t-  
L en in is t point of view.

T hroughout the  courtesy  of F ranco is  Fejto ,  a 'w r i t e r  for F rance- 
O bservateur, and au th o r  of a  booki on the  H u n g ar ian  revolution, we 
obtained the  loan of a copy of th e  H u n g a r ian  docum ent. The 
tran s la t io n  from the  H u n g a r ia n  of th e  exce rp ts  below a re  by 
Robert Dixon. W hile som e of them  duplica te  excerp ts  t h a t  a p 
peared in F rance  O bservateur, o th e r  portions ap p ea r  in t r a n s la 
tion for the f i r s t  tim e. —  Editor.

. . .  I t  is  d if f icu lt to  p red ic t 
w h a t  will ensue from  the  shoot- 
ing-up of B udapest , th e  abduc
tion of Im re  N agy , the  la te s t  
actions of the  K ad a r i te  coun ter
revolution. B u t  one th in g  is 
c lea r :  O ctober 1956 exposed
w ith  s ta r t l in g  suddenness, more 
th a n  any th in g  h ither to ,  the  
com plete m oral and ideological 
bank rup tcy  of th e  Soviet-com
m u n is t  world movement. The 
H u n g a r ian  October finally  laid 
ba re  w h a t  th e  R ussian  revolu 
tion  of 49 yeaTS ago had 
degenera ted  to. T h a t  is why our 
revolution  can  have w orld-his
to r ica l significance, b u t  only if 
th e  ad h e ren ts  of socialism 
everyw here  come to  g rips  with 
th e  rea l  lessons of th e  H u n 
g a r ia n  October.

A s  a g a in s t  S ta l in is t  te r ro r -  
com m unism  and  th e  Social- 
dem oeracy  cuddling up  to cap i ta l 
ism, new  roads  a re  projec ted  
in  the  in te rna t iona l labor move
m ent. H ungai’ian  socialists  can 
ta k e  on a  ro le  in  ham m ering  
o u t  such  a  new  orien ta t ion  
which the  socialists of no o the r 
na t ion  a re  in  a  position  to  do. 
To do this, however, i t  is  neces
s a ry  —  am ong  o th e r  th in g s  —  
to  c lea r up ou r  own h is to ry . 
T h a t  is th e  f i r s t  t a sk  posed.

O PPO SIT IO N  PA R A LY Z E D
. . . T he  exploding revolution 

found [ the  C P  opposition] no t 
on the  barr icades , h u t  in the

Corridors of the para lyzed  pa r ty  
cen ters . T he  Opposition “p r e 
p a re d ” th e  revolution, h u t  —  
w ith  the  exception  of a  few  
m em bers —  p e rh a p s  no one w as 
m ore  su rp rised  th a n  the  Op
position itself. On th e  23rd of 
October they  pa raded  proudly  
and  tr iu m p h a n t ly  down the  
s t ree ts ,  b u t  in th e  even ing  they  
could only look on w ith  open- 
m outhed  im potence as suddenly 
onrush ing  h is to ry  s e t  ou t on u n 
foreseeable  p a th s .  The people 
ac ted  independently  of the  . Op
position, fo r  the  Opposition had 
in essence a lw ays  been inde
penden t of th e  people. . . A c
cord ing  to  some hosp ita l s t a t i s 
tics, young  w orkers  fu rn ished  
80-90% of the  wounded, the 
un ive rs i ty  s tu d en ts  [m ass  base 
of CP Opposition] Counting fo r  
ab o u t  3-5%. T hese  f ig u re s  show 
m ore convincingly th a n  any  
a rg u m e n t  w h a t  responsibility  
r e s t s  on the  Opposition fo r  
le t t in g  slip the  oppo rtun ity  fo r  
independen t and  serious o rg an 
ization.

. . . T h e  m ain  question, in any  
case, involves th e  Soviet Union. 
N o t sim ply  because  Soviet guns 
sho t up B udapest, and th u s  se t  
th e  possib ility  o f  Socialism in 
H u n g a ry  back fo r  a  long time 
to  come, b u t  because ou r  whole 
in te rn a l  developm ent fo r  12 yea rs  
ha s  been a  func t ion  of the 
Soviet Union. . . .

T he  cap ita l is t  p ress  and  bou r
geois science have said and  a re  
say ing  m any t ru e  th ings  about 
the  Soviet Union. I t  would be 
well, i f  we exam ined these  w r i t 
ings  w ith o u t  prejudice. B ut 
cap i ta l is t  cri tic ism  canno t be 
objective, and  fu r th e rm o re  the re  
is o f ten  lacking any  m oral 
founda tion  fo r  th e ir  criticism. 
F o r  instance, on w h a t  basis, 
w ith  w h a t  m oral r ig h t  can  the  
F rench  p ress  sound f o r t h  
a g a in s t  Soviet aggression , while 
it. sends such touching gree t ings  
to  th e  f igh te r-bom bers  a p p e a r 
ing  over defenseless E gyp tian  
cities?

. . . Soviet communism, m ainly 
a f t e r  L enin’s death , a lw ays  had 
oppositions w ith in  the  party . 
T he Russian Oppositionists  could 
n o t  dem ons tra te  in  any  positive 
w ay  th e  t r u th  of th e i r  a s s e r 
tions, because th e y  could no t 
va lida te  th e i r  conceptions, and 
S talin  se ttled  accounts  w ith  
th e m  in s h o r t  order. Opposi
tional com m unis ts  ab road  also 
had  no w ay  of backing up the ir  
continued s t ru g g le s  a g a in s t  
Moscow w ith  a rg u m en ts  based 
on p rac tice . M any Opposition -1 
i s ts  —  in th e i r  b i t te rn e ss  and 
im p o ten t  f u r y  a t  the  S ta l in is t  
sys tem  —  w en t  over to  bourgeois 
positions. S talin  could say, po in t
ing  to  these  la t te r ,  and  to the  
f r am e-u p  tr ia l s :  “ whoever tu rn s  
a g a in s t  us is se lling  ou t to the 
bourgeoisie .”

[H ungaricus  then ta k e s  up 
th e  critic ism s of the  Y ugoslav 
CP  and o f  Toglia tt i ,  f inding 
bo th  inadequa te  as  an  exp lana 
tion  of S talin ism . —  T r.]

TW O  V A R IA N T S
A f te r  [L en in ’s] dea th , two 

possib ilit ies w ere  open fo r  
choice, bo th  theore tica lly  and 
practically , L e t  us b e 'o b jec t iv e :  
th e  p roponents  of bo th  pos 
sibilities (v a r ian ts )  quoted from  
Lenin and n o t  w ithou t ju s t i f ica 
tion. L enin’s la s t  w rit ings  tended 
to  su p p o r t  the  Opposition and 
T ro tsk y ;  Stalin, on the  o the r 
hand, quoted o th e r  w ri t in g s  of 
Lenin. I f  we view i t  theoretically ,

bo th  T ro tsky ism  and S talin ism  
w ere L eninism ; th e  ac tual ou t
g ro w th s  of the  contrad ic tions in 
L en in ’s life-work, the  s e p a r a t 
ing  o u t  of the  two ex trem es. To 
th e  question  of w h e th e r  or no t 
i t  w as possible to build social
ism in R ussia, T ro tsk y ’s answ er 
w as no, S ta l in ’s yes; both w ere 
L enin is t answ ers. . . .

L E N IN ’S FO R M U LA
I t  w as a  genial in s ig h t  (on 

L en in ’s p a r t ) ,  t h a t  the  revolu 
tion  would n o t necessarily  g e t  
its  s t a r t  in an  advanced coun
t r y  —  t h a t  w as  proved by h is 
to ry . B u t  the  revolution and 
the  v ic tory  of Socialism a re  two 
d i f f e r e n t . th ings. A p ro le ta r ian -  
led revolution can conquer in a 
backw ard  country  also, as  Lenin 
la te r  recognized, can  conquer 
even more easily th a n  in an  ad 
vanced country , since i t  solves 
th e  long overdue ta sk s  of the  
bourgeois revolution (land-divi- 
sion, republic, e tc .) .  . . . We 
m ust add th a t  in the  case  of 
R ussia  we a re  n o t  dealing  with 
ju s t  som e “one co u n try ” no t 
even w ith  ju s t  some one back
w ard  country , but —  consider
ing  the  m a jo r i ty  of the  popula 
tion  —  w ith  a g igan tic  p easan t 
em pire.

. . . One of S ta h n ’s favor ite  
po in ts  in the  repea ted  s t ru g g le s  
w ith  th e  Opposition w as the  one 
th a t  “ w h a t  need w as th e re ” fo r  
the  O ctober revolution, i f  not 
to  build socia lism ?. . . This 
a rg u m e n t  is no th ing  m ore  than  
a  d eb a te r ’s tr ick . O ctober had  to 
be ca rr ied  th rough , i t  would 
have  been a  crime to le t slip 
a  h is to rica l oppo rtun ity  w ait ing  
ti ll  th e  creation  of conditions 
fo r  Socialism m igh t b r ing  about 
w orkers  - p ea san ts  power. . 
S ta lin  la te r  m a in ta ined  th a t  if  
they  did n o t  build Socialism, 
then  th e re  would be capitalism , 
re s to ra t ion .  He chided Zinoviev, 
say ing  he  w an ted  the r e tu rn  of 
cap ita lism . H e picked up L enin’s 
thes is  t h a t  “ sm all-scale p roduc
tion gives b ir th  to capita lism  
da i ly .”

All th is  is fa ls if ica tion  and 
dogm atism . W h a t  did the  Op-

position  w a n t?  To b rin g  back 
the  cap i ta l is ts  and landow ners?  
N o t even S talin  dared  to  say  
th is , a t  le a s t  no t as  long as 
they  were still discussing. T he  
Opposition w a s  on th e  r i g h t  
t r a c k  here. A trans i t iona l so
ciety had  to  be crea ted , until 
the  revolution conquered else 
w here, o r  the  conditions were 
ready fo r  Socialism in ternally .

W H A T  ST A L IN  W R O TE 

. . . S um m ariz ing : R ussia of 
th e  T w enties  w as not ripe  for 
the  rea liza tion  of Socialism. 
This Lenin hinted a t  in  his la s t  
w rit ings ,  the  Opposition said 
i t  openly and clearly . Let us 
leave a s  a  f ina l  proof, more 
accura te ly , as an am using  illus
t ra t io n ,  the  fa c t  th a t  th a t  was 
also S ta l in ’s opinion in  ’24. So he 
w ro te  in P rob lem s of Leninism. 
A s he w as la te r  forced  to  adm it 
u nde r  p rodding  from  Zinoviév, 
he w ro te  th e  fo llow ing in 
P rob lem s o f  Leninism on the  
possibility  of build ing  Socialism 
in  one country , especially a 
p ea san t  coun try :

“ B u t the  overth row  of cap i ta l 
i s t  pow er and  the  es tab lishm ent 
o f  the  p ro le ta r ian  pow er in  one 
country  does n o t  m ean  the a s s u r 
ing  of the complete v ic tory  of 
socialism. The main ta sk  of So
c ialism  —  the  organ iza tion  of 
production  on a Socialis t basis 
—  is still ahead. B u t  can  this 
p rob lem  be solved, can the  
u lt im a te  v ic tory  of Socialism be 
achieved in one country , w ithou t 
th e  combined e f fo r ts  of the  
p ro le ta r ian s  of severa l o the r  
lead ing  coun tr ies?  No, i t  cannot. 
F o r  the  overth row  of the  
bourgeoisie the  e f fo r ts  of one 
coun try  a re  enough —  th is  is 
shown in the  h is to ry  of our 
revolution. «For the  u lt im a te  
v ic tory  of Socialism, fo r  the  o r 
gan iza tion  o f  production  on a  
Socia lis t basis, th e  e f fo r ts  of one 
coun try , especially  such a 
p e a sa n t  coun try  a s  R ussia, a re  
n o t  suffic ient, f o r  t h a t  the  e f 
fo r ts  of the  p ro le ta r ian s  of more 
advanced countries  a re  needed.” 

S ta lin  here  proper ly  sep a ra te s  
the  possibility of the  v ic tory  of

a revolution and the  possib ility  
of Socialism, —  i.e., of the  o r 
gan iza tion  of production on a  
Socia lis t  basis. He w rites  in his 
usual grade-school te ache r  m a n 
ner,  b u t  he does an sw er  the  
question correctly . S e v e r s  1 
m onths la te r  he w as say ing  the  
exac t  opposite, (how, and why, 
we will come back to  la te r )  and  
won the  v ic tory  fo r  his posi
tion. W h a t  would have happened 
if T ro tsk y ’s, o r  la te r  B uk h ar in ’s, 
po in t of view had come out on 
to p ?  W e don’t  know, c ry s ta l  
balls  a re  no t in oiir line. W e 
do know wjjat w ere th e  con
sequences of S ta l in ’s coming out 
on to p :  m isery, te r ro r ,  a to r ren t  
of lies, all (and  a g re a t  deal 
m ore)  t h a t  w as sketched by 
K hrushchev  w ith such p a s 
s ionate  a rd o r  a t  the  20th Con
gress. . . .
. . . . The handfu l of com m un
is ts  had  tw o w ays open to them 
to  m a in ta in  them selves in the  
sea of the  (p ea san t)  people: 
e i the r  to  express  th e  a im s of 
the  people o r  by m eans  of a  
rep ress ive  a p p a ra tu s  to a c t  as 
a  b rake  on th e  people. As the 
im m edia te  app lica tion  of S o 
c ialism  canno t express  the in ten 
tions of a  p ea san t  people, th e re  
rem a ins  no o th e r  recourse  th a n  
the  build ing  o f  a system  of lies 
to  conceal a sy s tem  based  on 
force. In  such a s i tua t ion  a  
w hole t issue  of complicated in 
te rac tions  developed. F o r  S ta lin  
to  prevail over the  Opposition, 
the  su p p o r t  of the  a p p a ra tu s  
w as required . B u t  the  a p p a ra tu s  
also needed Stalin .

T he  a p p a ra tu s  a lso  stood 
alongside S ta l in  ou t of a sp i r i t  
of self-defense, as  i t  received 
no th in g  b u t  criticism from  the  
Opposition . T h e  Opposition on 
its  p a r t  had to  aim its  f i re  a t  
the  a p p a ra tu s ,  a lready  organized 
by S ta l in  in  L enin’s  life tim e, 
as  th e  m ain  obstacle to  deba te  
and  to  p a r ty  democracy —  to 
th e  vindication of the  Opposi
tion. T he Opposition accused 
the  a p p a ra tu s  of degenera tion , 
th e  a p p a ra tu s  clung all the  more 
passionate ly  to  Stalin .

(T o  be continued)
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... SWP National Convention
(Continued from  page  1)

b o r  m ovem ent w ith  the  p rog ram  
of w orke rs’ democracy, independ
en t poli tica l action  th ro u g h  a 
L abor P a r ty ,  and  a bold p ro g ram  
fo r  a socia lis t  reo rgan iza t ion  of 
A m erican  society. T o  ca rry  ou t 
such a p ro g ram  w e m u s t  have a  
p a r tÿ .  T he  in tensive discussions 
now  preoccupying th e  radical 
w orkers, he said, a re  a necessary  
p re lude  to un ify ing  all revolu 
t io n a ry  socialists  in a single p a r 
ty .  “We do n o t  m a k e  a  fe t ish  of 
the organ iza tiona l question .” 
Dobbs declared. ‘W e a re  en t ire ly  
flexible as to tbe  u l t im a te  fo rm  
of the  p a r ty  t h a t  will em erge 
from  the  re g ro u p m e n t process.”

He outlined the  v iew  th a t  such 
a p a r tv ,  in o rd e r  to  succeed in its 
socialist goal, m u s t  b e  “ firm  in 
revo lu tiona ry  princip les; in te r 
na t iona l in rev o lu tiona ry  ou t
look; and, com bine full in ternal 
dem ocracy w ith  u n i ty  in ac t ion .”

O RG A N IZA TIO N  R E P O R T

The O rgan iza t ion  'Secre tary  of 
the  SW P, Tom K erry , repor ted  
the  g row ing  ac t iv i ty  of the  p a r ty  
in all fields. H is  r e p o r t  w as  a 
m a s te r fu l  p re sen ta t io n  of the  
fa c ts  and s ta tis t ic s  which showed 
an  ascending curve of resu lts ,  
d u r in g  the  la s t  y e a r  in  p a r t ic u 
la r ,  iu the  fie ld  of socialist p ress  
c irculation , publication  an d  sale 
of books an d  pam ph le ts  b y  so
c ia lis t  pub lish ing  houses, r e 
c ru i ts  to  th e  p a r ty ,  and the  w in 
n ing  of a new^ circle of f r iends  
and  sym path izers .

T h e  d e leg a te s  responded  d u r 
ing the  discussion w ith m any  ex 
am ples  «from local p a r ty  experi 
ence t h a t  showed the lnew , if  l im 
ited, opportun it ies  th a t  th e  p a r 
ty  w as ,now s t ra in in g  i t s  u tm ost 
to  seize upon. T h e  I convention 
w as p a r t icu la r ly  en thusias tic  in  
i t s  response to  th e  p roposa l t h a t  
w herever p o s s i b l e ,  b ranches  
broaden th e ir  ac tiv ity  t o  fpromote 
revo lu tionary  socialist p a r t ic ip a 
tion in  elections.

U n d e r  th e  po in t  of the  in te r 
na t iona l s i tua t ion , th e  conven
tion  approved th e  m ain  line of a 
num ber of re so lu t ions  p repa red  
by the  ou tgo ing  N ationa l Com
m ittee . A m ong these w as  the  re s 
olution, “T he New7 S tag e  in the  
Russian  R evolution ,” adopted  by 
th e  N ationa l Com m ittee  m e e tin g  
in A pril  1956; th e  resolution- on 
“T h e  H u n g a r ia n  Revolution and  
th e  Cris is of S ta l in ism ,” adop ted  
by the NC m eeting  J a n u a r y  1957; 
and the  ‘“ Cris is  in the  Middle 
E a s t , ” also a d o p ted  b y  th e  NiC 
in  J a n u a ry .

D ISCU SSIO N  O P E N E D
T h e  convention approved  the 

line of the  N ationa l C om m ittee  
reso lu tion  on reg roupm en t.  I t  
also approved  the  resolution  on 
“Thé Class S tru g g le  Road to  N e 
g ro  E q u a li ty .” I t  w as  decided th a t  
a  full discussion, 'both l i te ra ry  
and  in  the  branches, would be  
opened on all aspects  of th e  Ne-

gro question, fo llow ing the  con
vention.

A h igh ligh t of the  en thusiastic , 
w ork-packed , th ree -day  conven
tion, w as the  concluding speech 
given by  S W P  ch a irm an  Jam es  
P. Cannon, a ve te ran  of th e  rev 
o lu t ionary  soc ia lis t m ovem ent in 
the  U n ited  S ta te s :  Cannon evalu 
a ted  th e  cu r re n t  s i tua t ion  and  
the  work and  decisions o f  the  
convention from  th e  h is torical 
perspective  o f  an ea rl ie r  r e 
g ro u p m en t crisis  of A merican 
rad ica lism —t h e  one which broke 
o u t  a g a in s t  the  background  of 
the  F i r s t  W orld W a r  and the  
Russian  Revolution.

Cannon noted  t h a t  the  revo lu 
t io n a ry  reg ro u p m en t in 1917-19, 
which gained its  immetus and in 
sp ira tion  from  th e  Russian  R ev
olution, b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  ini the 
voung  C om m unist P a r t v  of the 
U.S. e lem ents from  all th e  o r 
ganized m dica l tendencies— the 
Socia lis t P a r ty ,  the  IW W  and 
even the ¡Socialist L ab o r  P a r tv .  
He pointed ou t t h a t  L ou is  C. 
F ra in a ,  one of the  m o s t  in f luen 
t ia l f ig u re s  in  th e  ea r lv  y e a r s  of 
the  A m erican C om m unist move
m ent, b e g a n  his socialist ac tiv i
ties in th e  sec ta r ian  iSLP.

W O R K E R S’ DEM OCRACY

’A s  in 1917-19, Cannon said, the  
c u r re n t  re g ro u p m en t will g a th e r  
to g e th e r  the  active revolutionis ts  
who have  dem ons tra ted  th e i r  de
te rm in a tio n  to  s tan d  up  to all 
th e  p re s su re s  of th e  im p er ia lis t  
ru l in g  class. T hese  fo rces  will 
find  th e i r  w ay  to  p ro g ram m atic  
c larif ication  and organ iza tional 
unification.

Cannon commended the  conven
tion  f o r  i t s  decision to  open a  
cam paign  of p ro p ag an d a  and ed
ucation  on the  v ita l  question  o f  
w o rk e rs ’ democracy. H e noted 
the  w idesp read  revulsion am ong 
w o rk e rs  of all political beliefs 
to  the  h o r ro rs  of th e  S ta l in is t  po
lice d ic ta to rsh ip  in th e  ISoviet 
Union and  E a s t e rn  E urope . The 
purveyors  of cap i ta l is t  and im 
pe r ia l is t  “dem ocracy” have been 
allowed to  m isuse  th is  revulsion 
lotng enough, he said. I t  is tim e 
th a t  ¡socialists vigorously  ca rr ied  
th e  m essage  of genuine dem o
cracy— th e  dem ocracy of the  self- 
l ibe ra t ing  m ovem ent of the  w ork 
ing  class— to  th e  A m erican peo
ple.

He u rged  the  p a r ty  to spell out 
in detail i ts  concept of w o rk e rs ’ 
democracy—in p ro g ra m  and in 
life . A n d  th e  f i r s t  p lace  where' a 
socialist conception of democracy 
should b e  prac ticed , Cannon con
tended, is in the  w o rk e rs ’ revo lu 
t io n a ry  p a r ty  i tse lf .  In  th is  con
nection he po in ted  to  th e  experi
ence of the  convention as  a dem
on s t ra t io n  of w orkers’ dem ocracy 
in  full-blooded, living form , in 
the  sp i r i t  a s  well a s  th e  le t te r .  
Cannon th o u g h t  t h a t  w o rk e rs ’ de 
mocracy, which would be  a rev 
o lu t ionary  ex tension  and  e x p a n 
sion o f  the  dem ocratic  sa fe 
g u a rd s  g u a ra n te e d  by the  Bill of

R igh ts ,  should  be  concretely  
w orked ou t in th e  socia lis t p ro 
g ra m  fo r  the  dem ocratic  ru le  of 
the  w o rk e rs  in  the U.'S.

K E Y  IS IN  T H E  U N IO N S

C iting  the  s i tua t ion  in the bu 
reaucracy-ridden  A m erican labor 
m ovement, Cannon declared  th a t  
in his opinion the  p ivo ta l  po in t 
of th e  socialist revo lu tion  in 
A m erica would be  a  dem ocratic  
revolution  w ith in  the  unions. 
W hen the A m erican  w o rk e rs  r ise  
to  ta k e  back  th e i r  r ig h ts  in the 
union m ovem ent, take  the  neces
s a r y  s tep s  to en su re  the se  r igh ts ,  
an d  p rev en t  any  u su rp in g  clique 
of fa t -sa la r ied  officials from  r e 
g a in ing  pow7er, the  an t i-cap i ta l is t  
revolution  in th i s  co u n try  will be 
m ore th a n  h a l f  accomplished.

T he  dynam ic pow er of the  fully 
dem ocratized  m ass organ iza tions  
o f  th e  indus tr ia l  w orkers  in thé  
U.S. could never be m atched by 
th e  tin y  group  of billionaire mo
nopolists , who couldn’t  ru le  fo r  a 
s ingle  day  w ithou t the  aid of a 
labor bureaucracy .

T he conven tion  ended on a note 
of h igh  en thusiasm . B u t  i t  w as  
n o t  th e  en thusia sm  of th e  ■wide- 
eyed, unrealis tic , d 'ay-dreaming 
v a rie ty .  I t  w a s  youthfu l e n th u 
s iasm ; b u t  n o t  of y o u th  un te m 
pered b y  experience in the  class 
s t rugg le . T he  age-level of the  
convention delegates  bad  indeed 
dropped s ign ifican tly  fo r  the  f i r s t  
t im e  since the  b eg inn ing  of tbe  
cold w ar.  B u t tbe  delega tes  w7ere 
a l l  e i th e r  b a t t le - te s te d  v e te ran s  
of a decade’s s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  the  
w itch -hun t reac t ion  of Am erican  
im peria lism , o r  new  f ig h te r s  
gained in  th e  v e ry  b e a t  of th a t  
d iff icu lt s trugg le .

M any delegates  bad reco rds  in 
the  class s t ru g g le  da t ing  back  to 
the  'IWW, the  p re -W orld-W ar-I  
socialist m ovem ent, the  early  
y e a rs  of A m erican  Communism, 
tbe  founda tion  of tbe  American 
T ro tsk y is t  movement, the  sto rm y 
class b a t t le s  of the  Thir ties , the 
Second W orld  W ar, th e  p os t-w ar 
s t r ik e  w ave and the  cold w ar.

T here  w ere no “sum m er sol
d ie rs” am ong th e  delegates.
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British Electrical Union 
Hits Terror in Hungary

By Peter Fryer

LON DO N  —  T h e  event o f  the  
week ¡in B r ita in  has  'been the 
m agn if icen t d isp lay  o f  so lidar
i ty  fo r  th e  H u n g a r ian  w orkers  
seen a t  ithe a)inual conference of 
the  E lec trica l T rad es  Union.

N o t  fo r  m any  yea rs  have  the 
«members of this union given such 
a s lash ing  and  decisive rebuff  to 
th e i r  S ta l in is t  leadership . The 
leaders  sensed th a t  the mood of 
the  delegates  w as  to defy  them, 
and  th e y  did every th ing  they  
could to  cushion the blow— even 
to  the e x te n t  of holding the  dis
cussion on H u n g a ry  in pr iva te  
session, which w as  as u n p re 
cedented  as i t  w as unexpected.

B u t  rank -and -f i le  Com m unist 
P a r ty  m em bers w ere  am ong the 
delega tes  who by  174 votes to 
154 defeated  an am endm ent 
w hich would have  deleted the fo l
lowing w ords  from  a resolution:

“ C onference welcomes the  fi 
nancial ass is tance  and  so l idar ity  
shown by the  E xecutive Council 
tow ards  our C yprio t b ro the rs  bu t 
is d is tu rbed  by  th e  Executive 
Council’s a t t i tu d e  to w ard s  the 
shooting  down of the  w orkers  a t  
Poznan  and i ts  be la ted  p ro tes ts  
a g a in s t  the  a t te m p t  by Russian 
troops  to  suppress  the  w o rk e rs ’ 
revolution  in H u n g a ry .”

SCORE B R U T A L  ATTACK

A s  i f  th is  w as  no t c lea r  and  
unequivocal enough, the  dele
g a te s  th e n  w en t  on to pass  by  a 
la rg e  m a jo r i ty — on a show  of 
hands vote, the p la tfo rm  ev iden t
ly  fe a r in g  a count— a resolution 
condem ning “ the  b ru ta l  a t ta c k  of 
the  Soviet a rm ed  fo rces  on the 
H u n g a r ian  people” and adding:

“ We dem and th a t  all R uss ian  
forces be •withdrawn from H u n 
g a ry  unless th e i r  ¡presence th e re  
is ag reed  to  by la «government 
free ly  elected «by the  H ungarians . 
W e  pledge o u r  su p p o r t  to  th e  
H u n g ar ian  peop le  in  th e i r  e f fo r ts  
to  obtain ia governm ent o f  th e ir  
own choice, f r e e  from  outside 
in te rven tion . W e felso dem and 
those im prisoned o r  depo rted  for 
th e i r  par t  in the  f ig h t  fo r  H un 
g a rian  independence be released 
a n d  re tu rn ed  to  (their homes.”

A nd  then  the  fina l h i t t e r  pill 
f o r  S ta l in is t  F r a n k  Foulks and 
S ta l in is t  F ra n k  Haxell, th e  p r e s 
iden t and se c re ta ry  of th is  230,- 
000-s trong union: “Copies of this  
m otion to  be sen t  to the  U SSR  
and  H u n g a r ian  E m bass ies  in 
London and  to  th e  B rit ish  F o r 
e ign S e c re ta ry .”

A W O RK IN G -C LA SS STAN D

W h a t  w as so splendid about 
th is  m essage  of sym pa thy  and 
su p p o r t  fo r  the  H u n g a r ian  w ork 
ing  class in i t s  o rdeal— and  re a d 
ers will u n d e rs tan d  the  profound 
sa t is fac tion  th is  decision gave 
those  of us who have been b a t 
t l in g  on the  H u n g ar ian  question

f o r  the  p a s t  ha l f -y ea r—w as  its 
abso lu te ly  pr inc ip led  s tand , w ith  
no concessions to the  ‘ im p e r ia l 
i s t s ’ “s u p p o r t” fo r  such aspects  
o f  the  H u n g a r ian  s t ru g g le  as 
they  th ink  they  can  make use of.

T hese e lec tric ians saw  the  w o rk 
ing-class n a tu re  of th e  H u n g a r 
ia n  s trugg le ,  a n d  r ig h t ly  de
scribed i t  as a  “w o rk e rs ’ revo lu 
t io n ”— a p h ra s e  which drew from  
the  Daily  W orke r  a n  editoria l,  
w r i t t e n  m ore in em b arrassm en t ,  
d ism ay  and  so rrow  th a n  in a n 
ger, c laim ing th a t  th is  view w as 
m ere ly  “ a p roposition  th a t  has 
been freq u en tly  advanced by  re f 
ugees.”

Well, th e  ja ils  and concen tra 
tion  cam ps o f  H u n g a ry  a r e  full 
a t  th is  m om ent of C om m unists 
and  o th e r  w orkers, m any  of them 
delega tes  to  w orke rs ’ councils, 
who a re  being “ re -educated” by 
K a d a r ’s A. V. H.

I t  w as a p p ro p r ia te  t h a t  the  B r i t 
ish e lec tric ians should ta k e  th is  
decision only a  few  days a f t e r  a 
r e p o r t  abou t conditions in  these 
prisons, a qu ite  c ircum stan t ia l  re 
po rt ,  h ad  a p p ea red  in The Times. 
A ccord ing  to  re liable  es tim ates ,  
i t  said, over 50.000 political p r is 
oners w ere being held in a t ro 
cious conditions:

“ Inhum an  overcrowding seems 
to be th e  w o rs t  p a r t  of it. Rooms 
in tended  fo r  80 pe rsons  a re  now 
occupied b y  200. S an ita ry  condi
tions a re  said to  be indescribable, 
i t  being impossible fo r  tbe p r i s 
oners to  keep them selves clean. 
T hey  sleep crowded to g e th e r  on 
s t ra w  paillasSes spread ' on racks  
or shelves. . . . J u d g in g  bv  tbe 
b a t te re d  and  som etimes m utila ted  
condition of som e of tb e  People 
who have  since been released from  
these places, the  t r e a tm e n t  the re  
seem s c e r ta in ly  to be  no b e t te r  
than  in the  bad  old days  of Mr. 
R akosi.”

S Z IG ET H Y  S U IC ID E

A nd only a few  days ea r l ie r  
The T im es had  repor ted  t h a t  At- 
t i la  Szige thy, a  N ational P ea san t  
P a r t y  MIP and Im re  N agy  sup 
po rte r ,  who w as  v ice-chairm an of 
the  na t iona l com m ittee  in Gyor 
d u r ing  the  revolution , h a d  a f t e r  
th ree  .weeks in the hands of K a 
d a r ’s  police broken  his g lasses, 
c u t  an a r t e r y  w ith  a piece of 
b roken  lens, and  then w hen  taken  
to  the pr ison  hospital, le ap t  from 
a  th ird -floo r window to b is  death.

I  m e t  Szige thy in G yor soon 
a f t e r  a r r iv in g  in H u n g a ry ,  and  I 
cam e to  respec t him  a s  hn honest, 
u p r ig h t  m an , devoted  to  ' the  
cause  of the  revolution, t ru s te d  
and  loved by Ithe c lo th ing  w ork 
e rs  and  eng inee ring  w orkers  of 
th e  tow n. I fe l t  h is  dea th  as  a 
personal blow, though  he is  only 
one o f  thousands  ■ whose lives 
have  been snuffed  ou t by th is  
yellow te r ro r  t h a t  K ad a r  and 
h is  m a s te r s  have  b ro u g h t  to 
H u n g a ry .

T h e  day  a f t e r  the E T U  deci
sion w a s  repor ted , the  Daily T el
e g ra p h  rep o r ted  the  discovery 
and  t r ia l  «by the  K a d a r  adm in is 
t r a t io n  of a real, live “W hite  T e r 
ro r i s t ”— the f i rs t ,  i t  seems, who 
h a s  been discovered by the re 
b o rn  AVH.

T h is  is an  old m an  of 70, now 
on tr ia l  before  the  te levision 
cam eras  in B udapest ,  accused of 
m u rd e r in g  progressive  people—  
not in 1956, m a rk  vou, b u t  in 
1919. W here  tins  “ W hite  T e r 
ro r i s t ” w as  under  R akosi’s rule 
is a  m y s te ry :  w hy  he w as  never 
t r ied  before f o r  h is  crim es is a 
m y s te ry ;  an d  it  is a curious com
m e n ta ry  on K a d a r ’s p ro p ag an d a  
m achine t h a t  i t  is fo rced  to  add 
Some color to i t s  ch a rg es  abou t 
“ W hite  T e r ro r ” la s t  O ctober by 
ra k in g  up a real W hite  T e r ro r is t  
from  the  49-year-old past .

T hese th in g s  m ake the  E T U  
decision all the  more welcome. I t  
is a  m essage  th a t  will sooner or 
l a te r  reach  the  ea rs  of the men 
of Csepel and D unaponte le  and  
give them  com fort  and pew  cour
age  to  w i th s ta n d  the  orgy  of 
“t r e a s o n ” tr ia ls  t h a t  is now 
sw eeping H u n g a ry ,  inc luding 
poor unhappy  M agyarovar ,  the  
scene of la s t  O ctober’s w o rs t  
m a ssac re  on the  p a r t  of the  «Sta
lin is t  police, and  now delivered 
over to  the  AVH fo r  new  and  
dreadfu l ac ts  of revenge.

*  *  *

MORE C P ’ERS Q UIT

Besides the  E T U  vote th e re  
have been two o the r  bodv-blows 
to  K ing S tre e t  (.British CP head 
q u a r te r s )  th is  w eek: the  re s ig n a 
tion of two fo rm er  m em bers  of 
the  p a r ty  na t iona l E xecu tive  
Commdtee. And no t two “ spine
le ss” in te llec tua ls ,  e i ther ,  b u t  
two of th e  p a r t y ’s m os t solid 
m ass  leaders: B rian  Behan a n d  
J im  Roche.

B ehan  w as  on the EC until th e  

recen t  Congress. H e w as dropped 

f ro m  the s la te  of nam es recom

m ended fo r  election to the new 

EC because he had been so c r i t 

ical of the  le adersh ip  in the  p r e 

ceding yea r .  H e received, how 

ever, 188 votes, and  came v e ry  
n e a r  to  b reak ing  the slate. Now 

he h a s  decided th a t  he m u s t  leave 
th e  p a r ty .

Roche, a popu la r  and  respected  

f ig u re  am ong  the  c lo th ing  w ork 

e rs  of Y orkshire , has held a whole 
ran g e  of p a r ty  offices since he 

jo ined the  OP 27 y ea rs  ago.
T hese  a re  only two am ong the  

s teady  flow o f  re s igna t ions  t h a t  
h a s  followed the  Congress . K ing 

S tr e e t  is rem old ing  the  p a r ty  t o  

its  h e a r t ’s  desire, a  tigh t,  h a rd  
core o f  blindly devoted, lunthink- 
ing  and uncritical m em bers .


