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Labor and the Fight for Jobs

Layoffs Hit Auto Centers Hard

Unemployment in the United States is 
now estimated at about four million, a 
figure that tops the 1949, pre-Korean-war 
total for the same period. Add to this the 
shortened work-week with reduced pay- 
dhecks and .the size of the economic 
problem confronting the American labor 
movement becomes clear. As the Jan. issue 
of Steel Labor reports, there are some 
125,000 unemployed steel workers and 
“ another 200.000 are working only part 
time.’’ The auto union has the same story 
to tell.

Is it  necessary to point out that every 
man and woman in this country is entitled 
to a job? Each is entitled to security, to 
the certainty that a decent living can he 
earned by one’s labor. No other right 
means much if  the righ t to job security 
doesn’t exist. And here we are dealing 
not with one man or woman denied em
ployment, but with millions.

What do Meany, Reuther and others in 
the top brass of the labor movement 
propose to do about it? They seek a solu
tion to growing unemployment through a 
bigger arms budget. The Jan. 11 AFL-CIO 
News blazed the follpw'ing headline across 
its front page: “ Meany Urges Government 
Launch Survival Offensive.’’ The problem 
of bolstering the nation’s economy was 
tied to a demand that the U.S. “ rebuild 
its military strength.”  In effect, Meany 
wants labor to demand more guaranteed 
war-profits to Big Business, sky-rocketing 
inflation and staggering taxes for the 
American working people, for these are 
the consequences of the arms race.
REUTHER’S PROGRAM

Walter Reuther made headlines in the 
$ress when he announced he was desert
ing the fight for more jobs through a 
30-hour week, for 40-hour pay decided on 
at the last UAW convention. Reuther 
claims an entirely new situation exists 
since the launching of the Russian Sput
niks that calls for mobilizing maximum 
economic resources for military needs.

While so-called labor “ leaders” join a 
Big-Business clamor for more arms, who 
is going to guarantee that even fantastic 
increases in military spending are going 
to result in full employment? In the past 
year military expenditures were at a 
record peacetime high. Prices rose. But 
production dropped.

A point is reached in government sub
sidizing of Big Business when arms spend-? 
ing cannot increase fast enough to meet 
the expansion needs of the capitalists. 
Then only war itself with its untold suf
ferings for the working people will do the 
trick. Aren’t Meany and Reuther the least 
bit afraid that the arms race they ask 
for might lead to war and nuclear 
destruction ?

Why should the Russian space satellites 
cause labor to bow down before Big Busi
ness, tighten its belt, and postpone in
definitely'its right to security and decent 
living standards? The Soviet Union is 
using its military-technological lead to 
press for disarmament. The prospect of 
being forced into even a limitation of the 
arms race frightens profiteers. But should 
labor adopt the same view? Is risk of war 
and the threat of nuclear destruction the 
only way working men and women of this 
country can escape the misery of job
lessness?
WHAT LABOR SHOULD DEMAND

The American "workers must raise their 
own program to combat unemployment. 
The labor movement should demand a 
shorter work-week without reduction in 
take-home pay. This would spread the 
number of jobs and increase the purchas
ing power of the workers. The labor move
ment should demand unemployment com
pensation equal to full-time trade-union 
wages for the length of the period of 
unemployment. I t  should demand huge 
outlays for badly-needed public works, 
along the line of Steel Workers President 
McDonald’s recent demand for $15 billion 
for schools.

To win these demands will require an 
all-out struggle by labor on both economic 
and political fronts. The labor movement 
must build its own party — a labor party 
— and establish a workers and farmers 
government that will act in the interests 
of the majority instead of the profiteer's.

We believe both peace and full employ
ment — with the prospect of greater 
leisure and higher living standards — can 
be finally won only with a socialist 
system, a planned economy for the benefit 
of society instead of the profits of the 
few. We believe that more than security 
and justice are involved in this fight. 
Survival of humanity is at stake.

labour R eview ' Issue Excels

Cleveland 
Relief Rolls 
Take Jump

By Bob Kingsley
C L E V E L A N D , Jan. 13— La y

o ffs  in  th is  c ity  are “ a bonfire  
th a t could become a con flag ra 
tio n ,”  says the County W elfa re  
D irec to r who reports  a b ig  jum p 
in re lie f app lica tion  by people 
whose unem ploym ent checks 
have run  out. The industries 
hardest h it are auto, a irc ra ft 
and steel.

Chevro le t is the on ly  la rge  
auto p la n t in  the c ity  s t ill h ir 
ing. La s t month i t  added 500 
to the w o rk  force. A ll the others 
are la y in g  o ff.  Ford  alone la id  
o f f  700 la s t month.

The Bureau o f Unem ploym ent 
Compensation estim ates 24,000 
jobless, the h ighest num ber in 
e ig h t years. These fig u re s  ai-e 
based on unem ploym ent com
pensation cla im s. The actua l 
num ber o f unemployed is much 
closer to 25,000.

M id land  Steel has reduced its  
w o rk  fo rce  from  1,800 to 800. 
Foo te -B urt, a shop th a t hasn’t  
la id  o f f  in  eleven years, la s t 
week dropped 115 w orkers. The 
la y o ffs  in  steel, however, would 
be fa r  more widespread i f  i t  
w e ren 't fo r  the fa c t th a t m ost 
o f the in d u s try  is now on a 
32-hour week.

Last week the C leveland In 
d u s tria l U n ion Council f in a lly  
became alarm ed over the se
riousness o f the problem . I t  set 
up a com m ittee to  set plans fo r  
a M arch 4 C iv ic  R a lly  to  “ spark 
a sta te-w ide cam paign against 
unem ploym ent, low jobless in 
surance benefits, and the ‘R ig h t 
To-W ork-Law " forces.”

Illinois Jobless Told: Take 
Do wngrading or Lose Benefits

CHICAGO—Unemployed auto workers in Illinois re
port that a new ruling is being attempted by the Illinois 
State Unemployment Compensation Board. I f  a laid-off

■u--------------------------------------------------------------em ploye refuses to accept a 
down g ra d ing  in s k ill and ra te 
o f pay— "even to  the  sweeper’s 
code” — he w il l  be refused both 
unem ploym ent compensation and 
Supplem entary Unem ploym ent 
Benefits. The unemployed hope 
a ll local unions in  the Chicago 
area w ill take a s trong  stand 
aga inst th is .

The Local 719 News, organ 
o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers  lo 
cal a t the GM Diesel P la n t in 
La Grange, H I., rep o rts  th a t 
the company is m aking  i t  as 
tough as possible fo r  w orkers 
to  ge t SUB. "N o  in fo rm a tio n  is 
g iven [by  G M ] concerning the 
la id -o ff em ploye’s r ig h ts  under 
SU B ,”  says the paper, ‘‘on top 
o f th is  the oompany causes the 
em ploye add itiona l g r ie f  by m ak
in g  him  hold h is S ta te  unem
ploym ent check and i f  he doesn’t 
then he is d isqua lified  fo r  
SU B .”  Tw elve h u n d r e d  La 
G r a n  g e D iesel w orkers have 
been la id o f f  recently  w ith  400 
more slated fo r  the ax th is  
m onth.

The Ford J e t p la n t a t G reat 
Cicero, 111. where 4,000 w o rk 
ers have been dropped since 
la s t A ugust, has announced th a t 
i t  w i l l  shu t down com plete ly, 
w ip in g  out jobs fo r  8,000 more 
U A W  members. A  mass meet
in g  o f the Ford Je t local in  
Novem ber demanded th a t SUB

funds be used as severance pay 
to be turned over in a lum p 
sum to those la id  o ff.

U A W  members in  Region 4 
are bard b it  by la yo ffs , accord
in g  to  Regional D ire c to r Rob
e r t  Johnston. C a te rp illa r T rac
to r  alone la id  o f f  7,200 in the 
la s t tw o  m onths in  its  Peoria, 
J o lie t and D ecatur p lan ts. In  
M ilw aukee W is., Region 10 d i
rec to r H a rvey  K itzm a n  said 
la y o ffs  in U A W  - organized 
p lan ts  in th a t c ity  were ru n 
n ing  abou t 25% o f th e ir  w o rk  
force.

O ut o f some tw e n ty -fiv e  
p lan ts  in  C hicago’s Am algam  
ated U A W  Local 435, on ly two 
o r three are w o rk in g  fu l l  sh ifts . 
W orkers  in th is  local rep o rt 
th a t i t  is  a waste o f tim e  and 
money to continue lo ok in g  fo r  
jobs because there are none. O f 
about 4,000 members in  Local 
435, some 1,400 are unemployed.

U nem p loym ent in  the C h i
cago area is now about equal 
to th a t o f the 1954 recession, 
and s t i l l  go ing up. B u t in  sum 
m ing  up the  1957 labor-m an
agem ent peace record, W . A. 
Lee, pres ident o f the Chicago 
Federa tion  o f I,abo r and a lead
in g  advocate o f keeping labor 
tied  to  the Dem ocratic P a rty , 
said according to the Jan. 2 
Chicago T rib u n e : “ In  th is  com
m u n ity  wages and the condi
tions o f w orkers were improved 
considerably w ith o u t a m ajor 
stoppage in  production . . .
[ th e ] police labo r de ta il had 
done a w onderfu l job.”

Editor of Daily Worker 
Quits Communist Party

A  w onderfu l and exc iting  ex
perience aw aits  the reader o f 
the November-December issue 
o f Labour Review, the B rit is h  
M a rx is t theore tica l jo u rn a l. Con
ta ined  in  i t  is a speech made 
by Leon T ro tsky  in  1926 to  the 
f i r s t  A ll-U n io n  Congress o f the 
Society o f F riends o f Radio in 
the  Soviet U nion. T h is  is the 
f i r s t  tim e  the speech has been 
trans la ted  in to  E ng lish . And th is 
rev iew e r w ould lik e  to  be one 
o f  the  m any who w ill thank the 
tra n s la to r, Leonard Hussey, and 
beg fo r  more.

Those who are fa m il ia r  w ith  
thé  h is to ry  o f the L e f t  Opposi
t io n  in the  Bolshevik P a rty  d u r
in g  the 1920’s —  the s trugg le  
a g a ins t the r is in g  pow er o f the 
bureaucracy and S ta lin  —  w ill 
see how T ro ts k y  handled the 
p r in c ip a l issues o f th a t s trugg le  
in  a public speech ( i t  was also 
broadcast.) F o r everyone, a 
deeper in s ig h t in to  the problems 
o f the young w o rkers ’ state w ill 
be gained.

The f i r s t  p a r t o f the speech, 
o f  course, deals w ith  science, its  
m ethodology and its  re la tio n  to 
society. H ere  are some e xc itin g  
an tic ip a tion s  o f the problems 
th a t p lague the w orld  today. 
“ The phenomena o f ra d io -a c tiv i
ty , ”  T ro ts k y  po in ts out, “ are 
lead ing  us to the problem  o f re 
leasing in tra -a tom ic  energy. The 
atom  contains w ith in  its e lf  a 
m ig h ty  hidden energy, and the 
g re a tes t task o f physics con
s is ts  in  pum ping out th is  en
e rg y , p u llin g  ou t the cork so 
th a t  th is  hidden energy m ay 
b u rs t fo r th  in  a foun ta in . Then 
the p o ss ib ility  w i l l  be opened up 
o f  rep lac ing  coal and o il by 
a tom ic  energy, which w ill also 
become the basic m otive power. 
T h is  is no t a t a ll a hopeless

task. And w h a t prospects i t  
opens before us !”

B u t T ro ts k y  also saw the te r 
r ib le  dangers in  s c ie n tific  p rog
ress as long as class society, 
cap ita lism , remained in e x is t
ence. “ There is no doubt,”  he 
said, “ th a t now, too, we are 
approaching the beg inn ing o f a 
s t i l l  m ore f r ig h t fu l and bloody 
chapter. . . Technique and sci
ence develop no t in a vacuum 
but in  hum an society, which 
consists o f classes. . . In  a so
c ie ty  in  which the ru lin g  class 
is m ilita r is t ic ,  technique is in 
the service o f m ilita r is m .”

T ro ts k y  speaks a t g rea t leng th  
o f the backwardness o f Russia. 
A f te r  show ing in s ta tis tics  the 
vas t discrepancies between U.S. 
and Soviet economy, he urges, 
" L e t  us ne ithe r mock a t ou r
selves, comrades, no r t a k e  
f r ig h t ,  b u t f irm ly  keep these 
fig u re s  in m ind; we m ust meas
ure and compare, so as to catch 
up and surpass, a t  a ll costs! 
(A pp la use )”

H A M M E R  Vs. B R IE F C A S E

The problem o f the g row ing  
bureaucracy is discussed by 
T ro ts k y  in reference to  a cha rt 
presented to the Congress show
in g  class com position o f the So
c ie ty  o f Friends o f Radio. T ro t
sky po in ts  out, “ W orkers make 

up 20 per cent ( th a t ’s the 
sm all f ig u re  w ith  the h a m m e r); 
peasants 13 per cent (the  s t i l l  
sm a lle r f ig u re  w ith  the scy the ); 
o ffice  w orkers 49 per cent (the  
respectable f ig u re  c a rry in g  a 
b rie f-case ); and then comes 18 
per cent o f ‘o thers ’ ( i t ’s no t 
stated who they are exactly , but 
there is a d ra w in g  o f a gen tle 
man in a bow le r hat, w ith  a 
cane and a w h ite  handkerch ie f 
in  h is breast pocket; ev iden tly  
a N epm an). I  don’t  suggest th a t 
these people w ith  handkerchiefs 
should be driven ou t o f the So
c ie ty  o f Friends o f Radio, bu t 
th e y  ough t to be surrounded 
and besieged more s trong ly , 30 
th a t rad io  may be made cheap
e r fo r  the people w ith  hammers 
and scythes. (A pp lause). S till 
less am I  inc lined  to  th in k  th a t 
the  num ber o f members w ith  
brief-cases should be m echan ic  
a lly  reduced. B u t i t  is necessary, 
though, th a t the two basic

groups be increased, a t a il costs! 
(A pp lause). 20 pe r cent w o rk 
e rs —  th a t’s ve ry  l i t t le ;  13 per 
cent peasants —  th a t ’s shame
fu l ly  l i t t le . ”

T ro ts k y  concludes his speech 
on the them e o f in te rna tion lism . 
A lw ays  he viewed the Russian 
R evolu tion in the con text o f the 
w o rld  revo lu tion .

E F FE C TS  OF S T A L IN IS M  
— A C ASE H IS T O R Y

A no the r in te re s tin g  a rtic le  in 
th is  issue o f Labour Review is 
the Case o f A ndre  M a rty , f o r 
m e rly  one o f the leaders o f the 
French Com m unist P a rty . T h is  
a rtic le  by Joseph Redman gives 
a w arm  p o r tra it  o f a revo lu 
t io n a ry  f ig h te r  caugh t in  the 
tra p  o f S ta lin ism . I t  takes us 
th rough the m any po in ts  o f 
f ru s tra t io n  o f the revo lu tiona ry  
asp ira tions o f the French w o rk 
in g  class from  1936 th rough  the 
be traya l o f the resistance move
m ent in the “ A ug us t days”  o f 
1945 and up to the tra g ic  death 
o f M a rty . F o r a s tudy in  the 
e ffec ts  o f S ta lin ism  on the 
w o rkers ’ m ovem ent in the cap
i ta l is t  w o rld , th is  s to ry  is o f 
p rim e  im portance.

The ed ito rs o f Labour Review 
fea tu re  a valuable tr ib u te  to the 
Russian Revolu tion on the oc
casion o f its  F o rtie th  A n n iv e r
sa ry  and discuss the lessons of 
th a t g re a t event fo r  today ’s 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism .

A nd f in a lly ,  fo r  those who 
re lish  a good debate ( fo r  th is 
rev iew e r is ce rta in  a debate is 
in v ite d ) John M cLeish w rite s  
w h a t he considers is " A  M a rx 
is t  C ritiq u e ”  o f the w orks o f 
Sigmuryd Freud. I t  is no t nec
essary fo r  a M a rx is t to be fo r  
o r aga ins t F reud anym ore than 
i t  was necessary fo r  F reud to 
be fo r  o r aga inst M arx ism . B u t 
m any M arx is ts , undoubtedly, 
w i l l  take issue w ith  M cLe ish ’s 
eva luation o f F reud and w ith  
M cLe ish ’s m ethodology. T ha t 
should g ive rise  to  an in te res t
in g  discussion.

Is  the r e a d e r ' s  cu rio s ity  
aroused enough? Copies o f L a 
bour Review can be obtained by 
w r it in g  to  The M ilita n t,  116 
U n iv e rs ity  PI., New Y ork , 3. 
Enclose 50 cents.

—  C. R. Hubbard

By Harry Ring
The res ignation  o f John Gates 

from  the Com m unist P a rty , Jan. 
10, b rings to v ir tu a l d is in te g ra 
tion  the group centered la rge ly  
around the  s ta f f  o f  the now- 
de funct D a ily  W orke r which had 
voiced resistance to the d rive  o f 
W illia m  Z. Foster to reimpose 
the S ta lin is t vise upon the p a r
ty . A t the same tim e, however, 
a new an ti-F o s te r g roup ing ap
pears to  be developing on the is
sue o f ideolog ica l independence 
from  Moscow and the r ig h t o f 
free  discussion in the p a rty . The 
strongest expression o f th is  op
position so fa r  has come from  
the p a r ty ’s N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  
D is tr ic t.

Gates, however, has washed 
h is hands o f the in n e r-p a rty  
f ig h t .  H is  le tte r  o f resignation  
stated he was q u it t in g  because 
he was convinced the p a rty  
“ cannot be changed fro m  w ith in  
and th a t the f ig h t  to  do so was 
hopeless.”  A t  the Jan. 10 press 
conference where he made the 
res igna tion  public, he said he 
was leav ing  the p a r ty  “ to re 
jo in  the Am erican people,”  and 
added he had no in te res t in 
fo rm in g  a new group, “ especial
ly  no s p lin te r group no t accept
able to  labor, the N egro peo
ple and o ther groups interested 
in  Am erican democracy.”

S T IL L  F R IE N D L Y  
TO S O V IE T  U N IO N

S ta tin g  th a t he would now 
describe h im se lf as a “ demo
c ra tic  S ocia lis t,”  Gates said he 
remained sym pathetic to the 
Soviet Union on the basis o f its  
economic and sc ie n tific  achieve
ments, bu t opposed its  lack of 
p o lit ic a l democracy. He charged 
th a t the Soviet C om m unist P a r
ty  had aided Foster in his e f
fo r ts  to  crush the "independ
ence”  m ovem ent in the A m er
ican CP and said he now sees 
the p a r ty  as a " fu t i le  sect.”

He b it te r ly  assailed Foster, 
Ben Davis and Eugene Dennis 
as responsible fo r  the death o f 
the D a ily  W orker, cha rg ing  they 
had w ithhe ld  available funds 
because o f th e ir  opposition to  
the paper’s line. Gates is ex
pected to elaborate his reasons 
fo r  q u it t in g  the p a rty  in  a 
series o f a rtic les  scheduled to 
appear in  the New Y o rk  Post 
beg inn ing  Jan. 20.

M eanw hile, the  Post reported 
th a t a num ber o f ex-D a ily  
W orke r s ta f f  members, inc lud 
in g  A lan  M ax, Abner B e rry  and 
Lester Rodney, are p lann ing on 
fo llo w in g  Gates ou t o f the 
P a rty .

The f in a l issue o f the D a ily  
W orker, d a t e d  Jan. 13 was 
headlined "W e ’ ll Be Back.”  T h is  
theme was echoed in columns 
by George M orris , E lizabeth 
G urley F lynn  and A. B. M ag il. 
Columns by M ax, B e rry  and 
Rodney ind ica ted  th a t in  th e ir  
v iew  the death o f the paper was 
f in a l.  They w e r e  ambiguous

G A TE S

about th e ir  own plans fo r  the 
fu tu re .

C R IS IS  C O N T IN U E S
The c rum b ling  o f the  Gatesite 

opposition to  F oster does no t 
s ig n ify , however, th a t s ta b ility  
is in s ig h t fo r  the dw ind ling , 
c ris is-w racked p a rty . T h is  is 
evident from  the December is 
sue o f the CP bu lle tin . P a rty  
A f fa irs ,  which reports  the p ro 
ceedings a t the  Novem ber m eet
in g  o f the na tiona l com m ittee 
and o the r re lated m a te ria l. A 
reso lu tion d irected to  the na
tio n a l com m ittee by unanimous 
vote o f the N o rthe rn  C a lifo rn ia  
D is tr ic t Com m ittee v igorous ly  
assails the  Foster g roup ing  as 
“ dogm atis ts”  who are p reven t
in g  reso lu tion o f the p a rty  c r i
sis by t ry in g  to stam p out d is
cussion o f unresolved issues.

Evidence o f  the new r i f t  in 
the leadership bad previously 
emerged w ith  the re p o rt o f the 
December m eeting o f the p a r
t y ’s na tiona l executive com m it
tee where a F oste rite  moti.on to 
endorse the Moscow declaration 
o f 12 C om m unist pa rties  was 
defeated 11 to 7. Endorsem ent 
o f the 12-party  declaration was 
viewed as rep u d ia tin g  the “ in 
dependence”  mandate o f the 
past na tiona l convention. The 
same N E C  m eeting, also saw 
a d iv is ion  between Dennis and 
o rgan iza tion  secre tary Sid Stein. 
The tw o had p rev ious ly  been as
sociated in  a “ center”  group in 
the leadership.

The N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  res
o lu tion  states: “ We are deeply 
d isturbed a t a cu rre n t in the 
N a tiona l Com m ittee . . . .  which 
looks upon every a tte m p t to 
discuss som eth ing new as a de
p a rtu re  fro m  M arx ism -Len in ism , 
and which ha ils every erroneous 
estim ate o f ou r convention by 
Com m unists abroad as gospel. 
T h is  has para lyzed our p a rty  
in to  in a c tio n , ' and th is  para lys is  
is its e lf  liq u id a tin g  the p a rty  
before our ve ry  eyes.”

Speaking on th is  reso lu tion, 
N o rthe rn  C a lifo rn ia  C hairm an 
M ick ie  L im a  repeated the  charge 
th a t discussion was being th ro t-

Los Angeles Aircraft, 
Auto Plants Cut Back

By Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15 — A garage in the San 

Fernando Valley needed a tire changer and 40 men ap
plied for the .iob. Lockheed A ircraft is located there, and
i t  lias la id  o f f  11,000 men. fo"

W ith  unem ploym ent r is in g  
s w if t ly  th rou gh ou t the Los A n 
geles area, members o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers  Union 
employed in m anufacture  o f 
both cars and a irc ra f t  are be
in g  p a rtic u la r ly  hard  h it. E very 
n in th  w o rke r in Los Angeles de
pends on a irc ra ft  production fo r  
his job. N in e ty  percent o f the 
e n tire  in d u s try  is in Southern 
C a lifo rn ia , 75% o f it  in  Los 
A nge les its e lf.  L a y o ffs  are a l
ready w idespread w ith  m o re | 
com ing.

A  year ago there were 34,000 
w orkers  a t Lockheed. Since then 
thousands have been la id o f f  
and i t  is expected th a t  by next 
J u ly  the p la n t w ill be down to 
17,000.

The magazine, U.S. News and 
W orld  R eport, has estim ated 
" th a t  300,000 to 400,000 w o rk 
ers now engaged in  a irc ra f t  
p lan ts  w i l l  he ou t o f th e ir  jobs 
when the com ing shakeout is 
over.”

tied  and po in ted ly  declared: 
“ . . . some P a rty  leaders are 
bamboozled by  w h a t they re 
gard as a danger o f s p lit  in 
the p a rty . . .”

So fa r  as the N o rth e rn  C a li
fo rn ia  p a r ty  is concerned, L im a  
said, "w e w i l l  n o t be deterred 
by nam e-ca lling. . . . W e state 
th a t we w i l l  c a rry  on a de
term ined s trugg le  aga inst nam e
c a llin g  as a con tinua tion  o f a 
dogm atic and bureaucra tic  m eth 
od o f  w ork . . . . We fee l tha t, 
i f  we are to guarantee debate 
and discussion enab ling us to 
a rr iv e  a t m a jo r ity  decisions on 
im p o rta n t questions, th a t the 
na tiona l leadership should de 
clare w a r on the poisonous a t
mosphere w h ich  exists in New 
Y o rk  and surrounds the n a tion 
al center and even involves some 
members o f th is  na tiona l com 
m ittee .”

O pposition to F oste r’s e ffo rts  
to re-establish the p a rty  as an 
echo o f the K re m lin  line  is also 
contained in  declarations fa v o r 
in g  discussion and un ited ac
tion  w ith  o ther rad ica l tenden
cies— a po licy  opposed by Fos
ter. Am ong those opposing him  
on th is  is the N ew  E ng land 
D is tr ic t  C om m ittee  wh ich says: 
\  . . the CP o f N .E. should 
c o o p e r a t e  and pa rtic ipa te  
where possible in S oc ia lis t Fo
rum s and jo in t  a c tiv itie s  w ith  
a ll L e ft  groups.”

T h is  stand re flec ts  a g ro w 
in g  recogn ition  tha t re fusa l to 
pa rtic ip a te  in  discussion w ith  
o ther socia list cu rren ts  can on
ly  lead to  s t i l l  fu r th e r  iso la tion  
o f the p a rty . Such recogn ition 
is expressed in  a statem ent by 
C arl Ross en titled , “ A ttitu d e  
Tow ard T ro tsky ism  in  M inne 
sota.”

Ross disavows any po litica l 
sym pa thy fo r  the T ro ts k y is t 
v iew po in t. In  fa c t his s tatem ent 
includes a S ta lin is t-typ e  slander 
th a t the SW P is “ e xp lo itin g ”  
and im p a ir in g  M innesota defense 
a c t iv ity  on beha lf o f M orton  So- 
be ll. A t  the same tim e, how 
ever, he Says, “ C e rta in ly  i t  is 
w rong  to boycott a useful cam
paign because i t  m ay be led by 
T ro ts k y is ts .”

P o in tin g  ou t th a t “ old a t t i 
tudes”  tow a rd  the T ro ts k y is ts  
“ are no longer e ffec tive ,”  Ross 
observes th a t the T ro ts k y is t 
stand fo r  independent l a b o r  
p o lit ic s  is being shared by o th 
ers in  the rad ica l movement. 
T h is  means, he says, “ we m ust 
o f necessity pa rtic ip a te  and meet 
on ideolog ica l grounds the T ro t 
s k y is t views. . .”

Such an approach is also nec
essary, he continues, because 
many CP members now consider 
the old p a rty  s ta tu te  fo rb idd ing  
association w ith  T ro ts k y is ts  “ as 
in s u lt in g  to  th e ir  in te lligence .”

BOSSES P U S H  S P E E D -U P  
Company executives o f course 

are determ ined to use the s it 
ua tion to push fo r  more speed
up. In  the Nov. 28 issue o f 
R eporte r mlagazine, Paul Jacobs 
quoted a local rep resen ta tive  of 
the A ir c r a f t  Ind us tries  Associa
tion  who to ld  him , “ The t im 
in g  o f these la y o ffs  may be un
fo rtu n a te  fo r  some few  people 
b u t on the whole i t  w il l be 
good fo r  the economy a fte r  i t  
gets shaken down. P roduction 
w ill go up and w h a t goo fing  
o f f  there is w i l l  stop fo r  a 
w h ile , anyw ay.”

In  auto the  s itu a tio n  is s im 
ila r .  A t  General M o to r’s South 
Gate p lan t the re  was an 11% 
la y o ff  las t November. O f the  re 
m a in ing  3,600 employed there, 
30% are expected to  ge t th e ir  
la y o ff  notices a t the end o f 
th is  week. M ore speed-up, more 
d isc ip lin a ry  actions and a sh o rt
e r w o rk  week are on the order 
o f the day there.

The Ford  p la n t in W ilm in g -

Wise. CIO Demands 
State Action

M IL W A U K E E . Jan. 8— Charles 
M. Schultz, president o f the 
W isconsin S tate CTO, called fo r  
a special session o f the  leg is 
la tu re  to  deal w it l i the  rap id  
g row th  o f unem ploym ent.

(The W isconsin state em ploy
m en t service reported la s t week 
th a t  there were 61,400 unem 
ployed in  the  state in  Decem
ber, 17,300 more than a year 
ago.)

Schultz, who fo rm e rly  was 
the P resident o f the pow erfu l 
U A W  Local 283 o f A llis -C h a l- 
mers, declared th a t “ the trend 
tow ard recession levels o f un
em ploym ent continues.”

He proposed increasing un 
em ploym ent benefits and the 
m in im um  wage law . He fu r th e r  
suggested reduction o f taxes in. 
the  low income brackets and a 
program  o f pub lic  works.

ton is now on a fou r-d ay  week 
and beg inn ing  to la y  o f f  be
sides. A t  the new and v a s tly  
expanded L in co ln -M e rcu ry  p lan t 
about a hundred cars a day are 
be ing produced and the shop is 
on a s h o rt w o rk  week.

The 40 men who applied fo r  
the t ire  changer’s job  in San- 
Fernando V a lle y  sym bolizes the 
problem  o f the uiuto and a ir 
c ra f t  w orkers. T h e ir e ffo r ts  co
incide w ith  a  general drop in  
em ploym ent, le av in g  ever less 
places fo r  them to go fo r  new 
jobs. U nem ploym ent increased 
in  C a lifo rn ia  fro m  September *to 
October fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in  
12 years. A t the same tim e  so 
many new people are m oving 
to  the Los Angeles area th a t 
the sta te unem ploym ent service 
estim ates th a t 100,000 new jobs 
are needed yearly' ju s t to  keep 
pace w ith  the popu la tion  g row th . 
T h is  year on ly 50,000 s u c h  
jobs were added.

Canadian U nemployment 
Highest Since Depression

By Ross Dowson
TORONTO — Shoppers in downtown Windsor saw a 

few weeks ago what hasn’t appeared on Canadian city 
streets since the Hungry Thirties — a demonstration of 
some 400 unemployed —  m ostly  ^  
au to  w orkers la id  o f f  by Ford,
C h rys le r and feeder p lan ts  in 
the  area.

A t  the tu rn  o f the year over 
730,000 w orkers across Canada 
were a p p ly ing  fo r  jobs th rough  
N a tion a l E m ploym ent Service. 
T h is  is the h ighest December 
f ig u re  since NES was set' up in  
1940 —  the previous highest 
figu re* was 465,000 in 1954 —  
and i t  is  double the f ig u re  o f 
the month previous.

A u to  has been p a rtic u la r ly  
hard h it. A s o f Dec. 16, 9,279 or 
43% o f W indsor’s auto w orkers 
were unemployed. O nly tw o  o f 
the  68 un its  o f the  Am algam ated 
Local 195 were on f u l l  tim e. On 
Jan. 9 General M otors announced 
an in d e fin ite  la y o ff  o f another 
400 w orkers in  its  Oshawa p lan t. 
The n igh t s h ift  on one car model 
assembly line  w il l  be e lim inated 
and production increased on th t  
day s h ift, a company spokesman 
said.

U nem ploym ent —  th a t is the 
b ig  issue con fro n tin g  Canadian 
auto w orkers. Accord ing to C l i f f  
P ilkey, pres ident o f pow erfu l GM 
Local 222, Oshawa delegates w ill 
be seeking support o f U.S. aubo 
w orkers a t the com ing U A W  in 
te rna tion a l economic conference 
fo r  a s ix -h ou r w ork-day. The 
Oshawa auto w orkers have ou t
lined e ig h t ba rg a in in g  po in ts 
w h ich they w a n t the In te rn a tio n a l

to endorse. H ig h  on the l is t  w ith  
the s ix -hou r day, fo llow ed by 
demands fo r  m ore money, is 
p a r ity  between Canadian and U.S. 
wages.

In  his la s t words to W indsor 
Ford w orkers  before the com ing 
D e tro it  conference, Local 222’s 
president V ic  W h ite  w ro te  in  
F ord  Facts: “ The sho rte r w o rk  
week has become an economic 
necessity o f our tim e. The mass 
unem ploym ent fa c to r fac in g  our 
cou n try  today m ust be fo u g h t by 
the labo r movement. No o ther 
force, in a position to  do so, 
w ill. T#e reason, i t  is no t to th e ir  
advantage to do sq„”


