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New Move to Expel 
Dissidents from LA. 
Communist Party

Two members of fhe Com
m unist P arty  in  Southern Cal
ifo rn ia , re instated last Decem
ber, because unconstitu tiona lly  
expelled, now face new, un 
specified charges. The tw o are 
pa rt of a group of live  m em 
bers in  Orange County expelled 
fro m  the pa rty  fo r a llegedly en
gaging in  a "T ro tsky is t con
sp iracy" against the party.

The five who form ed pa rt of 
a Len in is t group in  the parly , 
denied a ll "conspiracy" charges 
bu't free ly  adm itted to associa
tio n  w ith  leading members of 
the  Socialist W orkers P a rty  in 
C a lifo rn ia  and to reading SWP 
lite ra tu re . In  a le tte r sent to 
the  socialist and labor press last 
September and p rin ted  in  the 
Sept. 23 M ilita n t, the live  w rote 
"T h is  heresy [o f p rocla im ing 
ih *  r ig h t to free ly  associate 
w ith  other socialists] proved 
m ore than the L . A. leadership 
ço i|ld  tolerate. H aving  fa iled  to 
make us recant, they took meas
ures to  excomm unicate us in  
defiance of the new ly  adopted 
p a rty  cons titu tion ." A ll  five 
appealed th e ir expulsion.
* We p r in t below  a le tte r to 
a ll CP members by the five 
dealing w ith  the most recent 
developm ent in  th e ir case. This 
le tte r, too. was sent fo r p u b li
cation to the socialist and labor 
press. —  Editor.

Dear F riend:
We w ish to in fo rm  you o f im 

po rtan t new developments in  
the  case o f the  five CP m em 
bers unconstitu tiona lly  suspend
ed in  Los Angeles w hich has 
aroused nationw ide i n t e r e s t  
w ith in  the party.

In  December, fo llo w in g  our 
public ized protest, the sub
com m ittee of the D is tr ic t Coun
c il in  Southern C a lifo rn ia  asked 
the Orange C ounty c lub  to l i f t  
the suspensions o f three o f us. 
The other two, they contended, 
had fo rfe ited  m em bership sta
tus. In  doing this, the sub-com
m ittee  sustained our o rig ina l 
declarations tha t we had been 
suspended in obvious v io la tion  
o f the constitu tion  adopted at 
the last pa rty  convention since 
no fo rm a l charges had been 
fil<ed against us, no tr ia l com
m ittee  was elected, and no tr ia l 
held.

Th is subcomm ittee fu r th e r re 
buked the representatives o f the 
D is tr ic t Council who advised 
the  C lub to act in  disregard of 
constitu tiona l safeguards in  our 
Case.

This was a g ra tify in g  correc
tion. I t  was prom pted at least 
in  p a rt by the m any protests 
made to the L. A. leadership 
both loca lly  and na tiona lly  a fte r 
th is in justice  was brought to 
thé a tten tion  o f the members.
U N SPEC IF IED  CHARGES

B u t i t  proved short-lived. In  
January the Orange County 
C lub, instead of dropping a ll 
charges, in fo rm ed W. P. that, 
even though they had accepted 
his dues, he was not a pa rty  
member. B. D. and B.D. were 
to ld  tha t they w ere being 
b rough t up on new unspecified 
charges. O ur jo in t rep ly  to the 
D is tr ic t Council and the C lub 
regard ing these petty  maneu
vers is enclosed.

We were fa lse ly  accused and 
w ro n g fu lly  deprived o f our 
rig h ts  on ly because we p ro 
posed policies opposed by lead
ers who no longer command 
the  confidence of the members 
and because we v igorously de-

CHICAGO
Eugene F e l d m a n ,  editor, 

Southern N ewsletter, fo rm e rly  
Of M ontgom ery, A la., and W in 
ston-Salem. "A  S o u t h e r n e r  
Speaks fo r C iv il R ights.”  F r i 
day, Feb. 28, at 8:15 P.M. Ausp.: 
M ilita n t Labor Forum, 777 W. 
Adams.

C LE V E LA N D
Saturday, Feb. 22, 8 P.M. 

Bert Deck, e d ito ria l board mem
ber Young Socialist, w il l  speak 
on “ Perspectives fo r  Socialist 
Y ou th .”  Ausp.: M ilita n t Forum , 
10609 Superior.

D ETR O IT
A- J- Muste, chairm an, A m er

ican Forum  —  For Socialist 
Education, w il l  speak on “ Sput
niks, Missiles and W orld  Peace.”  
Thursday, Feb. 20, 8 P.M., Cen
tra l M ethodist Church, 23 E. 
Adams at W oodward.

•
NEW  YO R K

Conrad Lynn , p rom inen t C iv il 
L ibe rties  A tto rn e y  and figh ter 
fo r C iv il R ights, w i l l  speak on 
“ The P o litica l F u tu re  o f the 
Negro People.”  F riday, Feb. 21, 
at 8 P.M. Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor

fended the r ig h t to ta lk  w ith  
non-Party M arxists.

The D is tr ic t Council sub
comm ittee l e t t e r  r ig h tfu lly  
pointed out tha t " I t  is obvious 
that fo r the r ig h t o f dissent to 
be m eaningfu l, i t  must also in 
clude the r ig h t to explore other 
points o f v iew , meet and d is
cuss w ith  other people whose 
v iew po in t may not agree w ith  
ours.”  And yet, when we a t
tem pted to exercise tha t righ t, 
we were accused of “ factiona l 
a c tiv ity ”  and “ pa rty -w reck ing ."

In  our opinion, the responsi
b i l i ty  fo r w e a k e n i n g  and 
“ w reck ing”  the pa rty  p r im a rily  
rests upon those, especially in 
the leadership, who have stub
born ly  refused to break w ith  
the old ideas and methods of 
S ta lin ism  continued in  m od i
fied form s by Khrushchev and 
to rev iew  these in  the lig h t of 
a re tu rn  to Leninism .

A t the present tim e the mem
bers who rem ain are looking 
fo r the k in d  o f program  that 
can help them  overcome the 
adm itted weaknesses and errors 
and steer the pa rty  onto a cor
rect course along socialist lines. 
We have both a r ig h t and a 
d u ty  to partic ipa te  in th is  w o rk  
of reconstruction w ith o u t b u r
eaucratic interference, w hether 
or not the ideas we have to con
tr ib u te  are acceptable at th is 
po in t to a m a jo rity .
OPPOSE ELEC TIO N  P O LIC Y

A fte r the experience o f L it t le  
Rock, we are even more firm ly  
opposed to the po licy o f po
lit ic a l class collaboration w hich 
gives support to  Democratic 
P arty  candidates who are po
lit ic a l agents o f the ru lin g  cap
ita lis t class and enemies of the 
struggle fo r Negro equa lity . A t 
the same tim e pa rty  leaders re 
fuse to support Socialist can
didates and even, as in  the 
F lyn n  campaign in  New Y ork 
C ity , re ject the aid offered. The 
fa ilu re  to take a positive  a tt i
tude toward the indicated re 
groupm ent of L e ft forces in th is 
country on ly  adds to the dis
cred it and isolation of our party  
from  other socialist forces.

Despite the latest maneuvers 
against us, we are continu ing 
our efforts to become re in te 
grated w ith  fu l l  rights. We 
know  tha t m any comrades in  
Los Angeles and elsewhere who 
do no t necessarily agree w ith  
our views have expressed w il l 
ingness to support these efforts.

O ur case has more than a 
personal or local significance. 
I t  stands fo rth  as a test of the 
guarantee o f in te rn a l democ
racy w rit te n  in to  the revised 
pa rty  constitu tion, o f the pos
s ib ilitie s  o f changing the harm 
fu l practices o f the past, and 
pe rm ittin g  the advocacy o f a 
Len in is t program o f m ilita n t 
class struggle.

C. H., J. H.
B. D.. B. D „
W. P.

Copies to the Socialist and 
labor press.

For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion  or 
add itiona l copies o f these le t
ters w rite : Edward Davis, Box 
132, Buena Park, C a lif.

“ . . . defects w hich have been 
observed in  ch ild ren  irrad ia ted  
before b ir th  include coordina
tion  defects, mongolism, sku ll 
m alform ations, c le ft palate, club 
feet, gen ita l deform ities, and 
general m enta l and physical 
subnorm ality .”  (“ Radiation — 
W hat I t  Is and H ow I t  A ffects 
You,”  by Shubert and Lapp.)

Forum , 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
C on tribu tion : $1.00.
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Calendar of Euents

New Signs of Anti-W ar Sentiment
By H a rry  R ing

In  Western Europe there has 
been fo r many years apparent 
popular pressure fo r an end to 
the cold war. In  th is country, 
however, most o f the people 
have appeared, even if  re luc
ta n tly , to accept the need fo r 
w ar preparations. B u t there are 
now significant symptoms of 
change of th in k in g  among the 
Am erican people.

Basing h im self on Congres
sional reactions to President 
E isenhower’s S tate-of-the-U nion 
message last month, the col
um nist Roscoe Drum m ond ven
tu red a guess in the Jan. 12 
N. Y . H erald T ribune  tha t “ the 
Am erican people are fa r more 
eager to press negotiations w ith  
the Soviets than Secretary 
Dulles and some others in  the 
A dm in is tra tion  have believed.”

Signs tha t D rum m ond was 
guessing r ig h t can be found in 
the labor press o f the country. 
Thus Labor's D a ily  rep rin ts  an 
ed ito ria l from  the Des Moines 
Register, w hich condemns as 
“ dangerous”  the “ standing U. S. 
‘strategic ob jective ’ o f the past 
decade — capab ility  to destroy 
Russia.”

Such expressions in  Labo r’s 
D a ily  are s ign ifican t consider
ing tha t the top  labor o ffic ia l
dom, whose w ra th  the paper 
must constantly look ou t for, 
has been how ling  over the 
years fo r g iant arms expendi
tures and vigorous prosecution 
of the cold war. O n ly  last 
month, we had the spectacle of 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers President 
W a lte r Reuther p rocla im ing the 
need to forego the shorter w ork 
week on the spurious ground 
o f m eeting a S pu tn ik  “ menace.”

However, w ith in  the second
ary leadership o f R uether’s 
own union, voices are now  be
ing raised against the cold war. 
In  the Jan. 24 issue o f Search
ligh t, p rin ted  by F lin t Chevro
le t Local 659, Carl Johnson 
w rites: “ I t  is now becoming 
more and more obvious that

peace-time needs and im proved 
liv in g  standards fo r people 
everywhere.”

Am ong cap ita lis t politic ians, 
Sen. H ubert H um phrey (D- 
M inn.). know n to have a sensi
tive  feel of the public pulse, is 
speaking out against the Dulles 
—  in re a lity  the b i-partisan — 
policy.

In  a Feb. 4 speech in the 
Senate H um phrey proposed that 
negotiations fo r a tyalt to  nu 
clear tests be separated from  
general disarm am ent negotia
tions — a stand opposed by the 
State D epartm ent because it 
wants to keep the tests going. 
H um phrey also critic ized Wash
ington's n ine-po in t “ first-step”  
disarm am ent package and said 
tha t progress could be made 
tow ard  disarmament on ly i f  the 
nine points were negotiated one 
at a time.

W hat H um phrey had to say, 
however, can by no means be 
viewed as the expression o f a 
“ m ovem ent" in  the Senate. Ac
cording to the Feb. 10 I. F. 
Stone’s W eekly, there was but 
one R epublican and no more 
than a dozen Democrats in the 
chamber th roughout his speech. 
Indeed, Hanson W. B a ldw in, 
m ilita ry  expert o f the N. Y. 
Times w rites, Feb. 4, tha t “ the 
old ta lk  o f p reventive  w a r — 
made sweeter b y  another name, 
‘preventive  re ta lia tio n ’ —  has 
been heard again, though in 
m uted tones, in  W ashington 
singe the launching o f the So
v ie t sa te llite .”

Y e t H um phrey is not to ta lly  
isolated in  his present stand. 
In  the Feb. 8 Labor’s D a ily , 
W ashington correspondent A1 
T o ffle r gives an extensive ac
count of the stand taken by 
Rep. S tew art U da ll (D .-Ariz.) 
in  opposition to the demand of 
top Démocraties fo r an acceler
ation o f the arms race. U da ll 
declares: “ The great advocates 
of the arms race are presenting 
a face of the Democratic party , 
which, i f  regarded as the face

A Growing Menace

the people of th is  country as 
w e ll as the w o rld  w ant to see 
a w orld  settlem ent tha t o u t
laws w ar. A w o rld  of peaceful 
coexistence and disarmament. 
I t  is no longer ju s t the senti
m ent of labor w h ich  stands 
to gain most, but a section o f 
the press tha t usually speaks 
fo r cap ita l."

In  the January issue o f the 
paper of the D e tro it C hrysler

Local 212, an unsigned artic le  
h its sharply at the concept of 
a w ar economy as the means of 
avo id ing depression and goes 
on to declare: . . the tim e
has come when th ough tfu l and 
in fo rm ed Am ericans w ould  add 
th e ir voices and support to 
ris ing  w orld  demands fo r an 
end to cold w ar and fo r an a ll- 
out campaign to u tilize  re 
sources and know -how  fo r

In  a Feb. 6 le tte r to the New 
Y o rk  Times (p rin ted  Feb. 10), 
Norman T h o m a s ,  a leading 
member of the Socialist P arty- 
Social Dem ocratic Federation 
takes tha t newspaper to task 
fo r its attacks on the Egyp lian- 
S yrian  un ifica tion. Thomas re 
cently  vis ited the M idd le  East 
and on his re tu rn  advised U.S.- 
Soviet cooperation to  affect 
d isarmament in  the area.

Thomas w rites  tha t . . it  
w ould be disastrous fo r the 
U n ited  States, o ffic ia lly  or un
o ffic ia lly , to seem to oppose 
approaches to A rab  u n ity . We 
should be accused even more 
vehem ently than we are today 
o f p ractic ing  the old Roman 
m axim  ‘d iv ide  and govern.’ 
There is some evidence tha t 
the speed w ith  w h ich  the Cairo 
negotiations were carried on 
was p a rtly  due to Secretary 
D ulles’ t r ip  to A nkara  to sup
port the Baghdad Pact nations,

“ Tha t pact is com m only re 
garded in  the A rab  w orld , ex
cept by members o f a few 
governing cliques, as a prim e 
expression of Western im p e ria l
ism. Nowhere d id I see more 
p ictures o f Nasser than in  
Iraq. . . .
W HO A G ITA TE S  
A G A IN S T  IS R AE L

“ Nowhere d id  I  hear greater 
denunciation o f Israel than in  
Iraq  from  men who support 
the Baghdad Pact and do not 
w an t u n ity  w ith  Nasser . . . 
B y  no means do I  applaud 
everyth ing  tha t President Nas
ser has said or done. B u t he 
was one o f the few  Arabs who, 
in  the long ta lk  I  had w ith  him , 
d id  not m ention Israel or hatred 
o f Israel as a m o tiva ting  force. 
This was qu ite  in contrast w ith  
some o f the ta lks  I  heard in 
Iraq  among our [U.S. State 
D epartm ent] friends who, you 
th in k , m ay fo rm  the r iv a l pact 
o f the kings, presum ably in  fa 
vo r o f the West. I f  there is 
such a un ion o f Saudi A rabia, 
Jordan and Iraq  i t  w il l  be 
enorm ously unpopular w ith  a ll 
the younger, more vigorous and 
more democratic elements in 
those countries.

You w il l  have noticed tha t in 
Nasser’s speech on u n ity  . . .  he 
nowhere refers to hatred of 
Israel as a reason fo r pan- 
A rabism  and A rab ic  federa
tion. There is, alas, a w ide 
spread u n ity  o f hate in the 
A rab w o rld  directed against an 
Israel w hich is believed to be 
the ‘spearhead o f Western im 
peria lism ’ or the cu tting  edge 
o f a ‘wedge to d iv ide  A rab  
brothers.’ B u t the passion of 
pan-Arabism  fo rtu n a te ly  has 
more positive h is to rica l and 
em otional r e a s o n s  fo r its 
power. . , .

Kremlin Hurls Abuse, 
Anti-Semitism at Fast

The Soviet press on Jan. 31 
achieved something of a record 
fo r v itupera tion , unmatched 
since the days of S ta lin , in  an 
attack on H oward Fast, the 
Am erican author who recently 
resigned from  the Communist 
Party.

The attack, unusual fo r its  
length, took up more than one 
fu l l  page in the no rm a lly  fou r- 
page L ite ra tu rnaya  Gazeta (L i t 
erary Gazette) of Moscow, and 
was replete w ith  personal in 
sults and anti-S em itic  over
tones.

Among the choicer epithets 
used to describe Fast were: 
“ sw ind le r,”  “ opportun ist.”  "sav
age,”  “ deserter,”  “ indecent,”  
“ i m m o d e s  t,”  “ discourteous,”  
“ cheap,”  “ cow ard ly,”  “ dishon
est”  and “ w all-eyed.”

Though Fast a ttribu tes his

I d is illus ionm ent w ith  the K re m 
lin  regime to the Khrushchev 

] revelations and the crushing of 
the H ungarian R evolution, the 
Soviet a rtic le  claims tha t the 
Jew ish-born author's love of 
Israe l was the real reason. Fast, 
i t  says, confused re lig ion  w ith  
M arx ism  and consequently “ had 
never been a member o f the 
p a rty ”  in the true  sense. He is 
said to be such a p a tr io t fo r 
Israel that he resented the 
USSR’s strong d ip lom atic  oppo
sition to Israe l’s invasion of 
E gypt in  1956. “ Fast got in 
d ignant at the sharpness o f the 
[USSR’s] note to Israel,”  the 
artic le  asserts w ith o u t c iting  
any evidence, “ bu t he d id  not 
get ind ignan t at the fact that 
Israel started the aggression.”  

“ The tru th  is," the attack 
continues, “ tha t H oward Fast

London Busmen W ant Action  
B ut Union Chief Says No

The leaders of the powerful Transport and General 
Workers’ Union have managed for the time being to hold 
back the growing dissatisfaction among the 50,000 men
and women w ho d rive  and con-4 
duct London’s fleet o f scarlet- 
painted buses. General secre
ta ry  F rank Cousins, whose repu
ta tion as a L e ft is beginning to 
wear ve ry  th in  indeed, pe r
suaded a delegate conference 
th is week to re fe r th e ir  wage 
claim , which has been rejected 
out o f hand, to a rb itra tion .

I t  was a narrow  shave fo r 
B ro ther Cousins. I t  took h im  
over tw e lve  hours to get the 
a rb itra tio n  decision through, 
and he had to use a ll his 
powers o f persuasion. E a rly  in 
the m eeting a reso lu tion asking 
fo r a u th o rity  from  the un ion ’s 
executive fo r  a s tr ike  was de
feated— but i t  received only 
five votes less than the tw o - 
th irds  m a jo rity  cons titu tiona lly  
required. By the end o f the 
meeting Cousins had turned 
th is  d iv is ion  o f op in ion in to  a 
tw o -th irds  m a jo rity  fo r  his 
tread -so ftly  policy. The cap ita l
is t Press hailed th is  decision as 
"a rem arkable tr iu m p h " fo r 
h im . Lord  Beaverbrook's D a ily  
Express, w h ich  not long ago 
was how ling  at h im  as a Le ft, 
cooed its praises o f th is man's 
m oderation, good sense and 
statesm anlike approach.
W O N'T SETTLE FOR 1/5

I t  is no t lik e ly  th a t a rb itra 
tion, w h ich  B r ita in ’s T o ry  Gov
ernm ent has in effect th row n 
on the junk-heap, w i l l  g ive the 
underpaid busmen anyth ing  like  
a satisfactory award. They are 
asking fo r 25 sh illings (about 
$3.50). The chief a rb itra to r has

a reputa tion  fo r  g iv ing  “ five 
bob” — i.e., five  sh illings. I t  is 
ha rd ly  l ik e ly  tha t the w orkers 
w il l  be content w ith  a mere 
one -fifth  o f th e ir claim .

U n like  the bu ild ing  workers 
and dockers, the London bus
men have not ye t b u ilt up  a 
rank-and-file  movement. M i l i 
tan t opinion itse lf tends to be 
confused, and garages th a t in  
the past were liv e ly  centers o f 
m ilita n t op in ion  are no t yet 
b ring ing  to bear the pressure 
tha t used to be a feature of 
London busmen’s rank-and-file  
movements.

C learly  there is a great need 
fo r proper preparations fo r 
struggle. One demand tha t is 
lik e ly  to become popular is fo r 
the  busmen to  seek the sup
port of dockers and— above all 
— the men who operate pe tro l 
tankers. One th ing  is certa in: 
the London busmen could not 
w in  on th e ir own. They m ight 
figh t va lia n tly  fo r six weeks or 
more— but i f  o ther sections do 
not extend a he lp ing hand, they 
can u ltim a te ly  be crushed.

To h it  the T o ry  Governm ent 
where it hurts, the Labor m ove
ment w il l  have to make sure 
that a London bus s trike  w ou ld  
be extended to other form s of 
pub lic  transport. This prospect 
no doubt te rrifies M r. Cousins 
and his colleagues; b u t i f  they 
w ant to w in  something more 
than chicken-feed fo r th e ir 
members, they  w il l  have to 
fight to w in , o r else fo r fe it the 
confidence o f th e ir members.

is not a M arx is t, not an in te r
nationalist, bu t a m ilita n t Z ion 
ist who camouflages the insis
tent preaching of na tiona l ex
clusiveness w ith  p latonic words 
about fra te rn ity .”

A  dispatch from  the  Jewish 
Telegraph Agency, p rin ted  in 
the Feb. 7 C a lifo rn ia  Jewish 
Voice, notes th a t “ at no tim e 
since his disenchantm ent has 
Fast indicated he had become a 
Z ion is t.”  The dispatch fu rth e r 
points out: "The (Soviet) a r t i
cle made no references to Fast’s 
demands fo r sn explanation of 
the destruction of Jew ish cu l
tu re  in  the Soviet Union, the 
slaughter of the Y idd ish w rite rs  
and the continu ing  refusal of 
the present Soviet regime either 
to rehab ilita te  the honor of the 
m urdered w rite rs  or to perm it 
cu ltu ra l autonom y to Russian 
Jews."

The length and s c u rr ility  of
the attack on Fast is explained 
by the fact tha t fo r over a 
decade he has been presented 
to the Soviet and East European 
peoples as Am erica ’s leading 
w rite r. H is books have trem en
dous p o pu la rity  there and his 
defection from  the CP undoubt
edly s tirred  people there more 
than i t  d id  Americans. For 
seven months the Soviet press 
was s ilen t on Fast’s resigna
tion. Delegates to the W orld  
Y outh  Conference in  Moscow 
last summer, however, made 
the news know n and the So
v ie t press was forced to m en
tion  i t  —  in a restrained m an
ner compared w ith  th is  curren t 
blast.

For good measure the Soviet 
a rtic le  accused Fast o f se lling 
out fo r  cap ita lis t gold and w r i t 
ing a “ sour, eclectic hodge 
podge”  fo r p ro fit.

The day a fte r the a rtic le ’s 
appearance, Fast made a state
ment, w h ich  was broadcast to 
the Soviet U nion by Radio L ib - 
e r a t i o n ,  the U. S.-supported 
propaganda station. He brand
ed the accusations as “ lies”  and 
suggested the v itupe ra tion  re 
flected K re m lin  concern w ith  
critic ism s inside the Soviet 
U nion s im ila r to  his.

W hile  the cap ita lis t press 
hailed Fast’s resignation from  
the CP, as i t  hails any public 
defection from  th a t party , some 
o f the more reflective journa ls 
critize  Fast fo r no t having  a t
tacked the Soviet U nion or 
M arxism . For example, the 
C hris tian  S c i e n c e  M o n ito r’s 
book rev iew  of the Naked God 
(Dec. 12, 1957) complained:
“ . . . M r. Fast sees the enemy 
not in  the system b u t in  the 
party . He demands th a t ‘the 
Com m unist P a rty  in  the fo rm  
we know  should cease to ex is t,’ 
w h ich  not on ly  is an unrea listic 
proposal, as he h im se lf admits, 
bu t strengthens the impression 
th a t he s t i l l  believes in  M a rx 
ism as a desirable end.”

of the party , w ould  be very 
h a rm fu l to  it.”

T o ffle r reports tha t U da ll “ is 
among a group of Democratic 
libera ls in both houses . . . who 
favo r a thorough réévaluation 
o f United States fore ign po licy  
. . . They a ie  u rg ing  renewed 
emphasis on disarmament, fo r 
eign aid and technical assis
tance to underdeveloped na
tions, and a c learing away of 
cold w ar sloganry.”  A t the 
same tim e he points out tha t 
th is group “ has no fo rm al s truc
ture  or fu l ly  articu la ted  and 
accepted program ." He lists five 
members in  each house as as
sociated w ith  th is  loose, hetero
geneous grouping.

These sym ptom atic expres
sions o f c rys ta lliz ing  a n ti-w a r 
sentim ent in the labor press, 
and its reflection in the stand 
o f some politic ians, m ust be 
closely observed by the social
ist movement. They indicate a 
grow ing oppo rtun ity  to w in  a 
w ide r hearing fo r a socialist 
peace program , one that offers 
concrete, m eaningfu l a lte rna
tives to W all S treet’s w a r d rive .

213,000 pounds o f fish was 
found to be dangerously rad io 
active by the Japanese govern
ment during  six weeks of in 
spection a fte r a U. S. test 
explosion o f an H-bomb in the 
Pacific in 1954.

Not by Bread Alone' 
— Socialist Novel

NOT BY BREAD ALONE. By Vladimir Dudintsev. 1957, 
512 pages. New York. E. P. Dutton & Co. $4.95.
The press in the capitalist world got very excited 

about the Russian novel by Dudintsev. The pro-capitalist 
reviewers saw in this book a weapon in their propaganda
w ar against the Soviet Union.'*--------------------------------- — -------------

the ow ner o f a great fo rtune  
fears on ly  objective h is to ric  
laws operating behind his back, 
creating depressions, wars, and 
fo r him , alas, revo lu tions. He 
feels above the laws of man 
fo r he makes those laws.
NO FEAR OF DEPRESSION 

A gain a vast d ifference exists 
in  the popular a ttitude  tow ard 
technical progress in the U. S. 
and the Soviet U nion. In  D u- 
d intsev's novel there is no note 
o f fear tha t th is  new and h igh ly  
p roductive technique w il l  b ring  
economic disaster upon the 
w orkers or the economy.

A nd  w hy should it? Soviet 
economy is planned. Technical 
progress provides the m ateria l 
basis fo r fu tu re  im proved l iv 
ing standards and greater le is
ure. The Am erican w orkers on 
the other hand, fear autom a
tion because o f the destruction 
o f jobs tha t it  entails.

A good life  cannot be led on 
"bread alone." B u t no life  can 
exist w ith o u t it. The Am erican 
w orkers s til l find themselves 
occupied w ith  the elem entary 
question o f the r ig h t to earn 
th e ir bread, the r ig h t to  a job  

| instead of handouts.
W hat stands out most in  Not 

by Bread A lone is the revo lu 
tiona ry  heroism of the inven to r 
Lopa tk in . The Am erican reader 
w il l  be inspired by Lopa tk in  
and the allies he finds among 
the Soviet w orkers and even 
w ith in  the offic ia ldom . I f  L o 
p a tk in  dares to h u rl defiance in 
the face of the rich  and pow er
fu l, dare we do less?
W H A T  W IL L  L O P A T K IN 'S  
V IC TO R Y  M EAN?

The Am erican reader w il l  ask 
h im se lf the inev itab le  question: 
I f  th is struggle fo r freedom is 
v ictorious, i f  the Lopatk ins 
overcome th e ir tormentors, i f  
the genuine communists defeat 
the pretenders, i f  the ' ‘p o lit i
cals,”  as D udintsev calls them, 
th row  out the bureaucrats, w on’t 
the Soviet w orkers have reach
ed a fa r h igher fo rm  o f de
mocracy than we know? The 
r ig h t to bread combined w ith  
the r ig h t to a free life , no t fo r 
i n d i v i d u a l  aggrandizement 
against society, bu t fo r social 
progress and a be tte r life  fo r 
a ll —  isn’t th is  w h a t m ankind 
is seeking?

D hdin tsev’s book shows a 
w o rld  in  struggle. H is heroes 
m ay not know  the scientific, 
M a rx is t terms fo r tha t struggle 
and the re la tion  between th e ir 
figh t and ours in  the cap ita lis t 
w orld . B u t they know  the goal 
and they know  i t  is w o rth  
figh ting  fo r. The book there
fore, can on ly  insp ire  its read
ers in  the West to show the ir 
capacity to figh t fo r freedom 
and the common good.

— M yra  Tanner Weiss

I t  was given rave reviews, po
lit ic a l as w e ll as lite ra ry , and 
placed in the august ranks of 
the B ook-o l-the-M onth  selec
tions.

They made a m istake. In 
th e ir anxie ty to find arguments 
to ju s tify  the ir "an ti-C om m u- 
n is i"  mania, they overlooked 
some basic features of this 
book tha t w il l  do the capita lis t 
cause no good. As a m a ile r of 
fact, D udintsev's book, in  the 
long run, w il l  prove a good 
neutra lizer of the hostile, anti- 
Soviet feeling the U. S. State 
Departm ent hopes to create.
AR D EN T PROTESTS

Why? I t  is true  tha t D ud in t- 
sev’s book is an ardent protest 
against the bureaucrats who 
dom inate Soviet life . His hero 
is Lopa tk in . the lone ly  inventor, 
whose g if t  to the people of 
Russia, a revo lu tiona ry  device 
fo r the production of pipes, is 
rejected by scheming offic ia ls 
who fear the new in  th e ir over
rid ing  preoccupation w ith  se lf
advancement. H o w e v e r ,  the 
story o f L o p a tk in ’s struggle is 
not new to “ western”  readers 
Bureaucrats have a fa m ilia r 
face in the cap ita lis t w orld .

N or is D ud in tsev’s p icture  of 
a p riv ileged  rich  in  the m idst 
o f a mass in  pove rty  new to 
the reader in  th is country. The 
m ateria l and psychological g u lf 
between the Soviet bureaucrat 
and the w orker cannot even be
gin to compare to the g u lf tha t 
exists between a Rockefeller, a 
duPont and one of the m illions  
o f unemployed in the U nited 
States.

W hat the Am erican reader 
w il l  see tha t is new —  and in 
sp iring  —  is the revo lu tiona ry  
mood tha t is find ing  expression 
in the Soviet U nion —  a mood 
tha t compelled Khrushchev and 
his crew to try  to craw l out 
from  respons ib ility  fo r the 
bureaucratic crimes of the past 
w ith  a denunciation of the dead 
S ta lin . Dudintsev's book te lls  
the tru th . Its  message is tha t 
a com m unist is not one who 
e ithe r seeks or accepts p r iv i
lege and w ealth, bu t one who 
fights fo r the benefit o f all.
L O P A T K IN 'S  M O TIVES

Reviewers in  the cap ita lis t 
press likened D ud in tsev’s hero, 
Lopa tk in , to the “ in d iv id u a lis t” ’ 
who spurns the “ collective.”  
Lopa tk in  combats the bureau
crat, bu t his ob jective is not 
the cap ita lis t one o f recognition 
and w ea lth  as the rew ard  o f 
achievement. Lopa tk in  is ready 
to sacrifice his own m ateria l 
w e ll-be ing  fo r the dream of fu 
tu re  w e ll-be ing  fo r the Russian 
workers.

Lopa tk in 's  social conscious
ness is h igher than the cap ita l
is t concept of human relations. 
He is m otivated by the same 
selflessness as the revo lu tiona ry  
s o c i a l i s t s  in  the cap ita lis t 
w orld .

The A m erican reader of D u 
d in tsev’s book w il l  note an
o ther difference between Soviet 
and cap ita lis t society. The So
v ie t bureaucrat is compelled to 
make a show o f concern fo r  the 
common good. The rich , in 
Am erica and th e ir re tinue of 
servile  corporation o ffic ia ls — 
who are bureaucrats too — 
don’t  have to pretend. They 
openly w orship at the a lta r of 
the “ in d iv id u a l”  good (the ir 
own) w h ile  g rind ing  masses of 
ind iv idua ls  in to  the dust.

U n like  the Am erican cap ita l
ist, the Soviet bureaucrat is 
no t secure in  his p riv ileges and 
w ealth. He is no t a p riva te  
ow ner o f p roductive en ter
prises, protected in his priva te  
p roperty  by the law. A t any 
m om ent the ruthless scramble 
fo r position in a w o rld  where) 
life  is s t i l l  hard can topple 
h im  off his throne and leave 
h im  em pty-handed. He lives in  
loneliness and fear.

The fear o f excom m unication 
haunts the low er echelons of 
the cap ita lis t bureaucracy, bu t

In  the latest Soviet version 
o f the battle  o f S ta lingrad d u r
ing W orld  W ar II , previous ac
counts c red iting  S ta lin  fo r  the 
v ic to ry  are specifically branded 
false. C red it is now g iven to 
Khrushchev. The commanding 
generals a t S ta lingrad, M a r
shals V asilevsky and recently 
deposed Zhukov, are not even 
mentioned.

“ The w o rld  has suddenly be
come a small sphere — too 
restricted in  surface area fo r 
the ‘safe’ testing o f super
bombs . . (“ R adiation —  
W hat I t  Is and H ow  I t  A f 
fects You,”  by Shubert and 
Lapp.)
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