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Eastland and Radiation Poison
We have pointed out on many occasions 

th a t  the aim of the government’s witch 
hunt is to stifle every voice th a t  speaks 
out in the in terest of the people. This 
fac t is being reiterated  with alarming 
clarity by the red-baiting a ttack  now 
launched against Dr. Linus Pauling and 
the  2,000 scientists who have joined with 
him in demanding an immediate halt to 
nuclear tests. Carrying the mud-bucket 
for the  a ttack  is the  always reliable 
witch-hunter and racist Senator James 
O. Eastland.

The signal for the campaign was 
sounded in the Niew York Times story, 
June  4, on the announcement of the 
petition by the scientists. Prominent in 
the  Times’ story is the allegation th a t  
“Dr. Pauling’s left-of-center political 
views have made him a figure of 
occasional earlier controversy.”

On June 6 it was announced th a t  E as t 
land’s Internal Security subcommittee 
has subpoenaed Dr. Pauling and “ inr  
dicated th a t  it wants to quiz Pauling 
about his associates in the  anti-bomb 
campaign which has been denounced in 
Congress as Communist-inspired.”

The move to grill the  world-famed' 
scientist constitutes in its own ugly way 
an admission of the government’s in
ability to refute his charge th a t  the 
nuclear tes ts  are  a deadly menace. It 
also serves as a smokescreen for the Ad
m inistra tion’s utterly  indefensible refusal 
to accept the Soviet proposal for an im
mediate international agreement to halt 
the  tests.

Instead we have Eisenhower (who is 
apparently as well-iinformed about nuclear 
physics as he is of most o ther m atters) 
grumbling th a t  he notices th a t  “scient
ists th a t  seem to be getting  out of their  
own field of competence are getting  into 
the argum ent” about the radiation 
danger. This was directed a t  the  
geneticists, biologists and physicists who 
signed the Pauling petition. I t  did not, of 
course, include th a t  scientific expert on 
hoof - in - mouth, Charles E. Wilson, 
who recently made the monumental ob
servation th a t  radioactive fallout is safer 
than  cigarettes.

That the charges of the  scientists 
.cannot be seriously refuted is also being 
horn out by the present Congressional 
hearing on the issue. Government wit
nesses have been compelled to  restric t 
themselves to try ing  to discredit the 
mass of expert testimony on the menace 
of the tests  without offering a shred of 
scientific evidence th a t  the' tests  are  
really safe.

The growing knowledge of the  danger 
o f , the tests  has been paralleled by a 
rising popular opposition to them. This 
fact was hammered home when the 
Gallup Poll revealed th a t  68% of the  
American people now favor a halt to the 
tes ts  as compared to 24% last November.

The move to t ry  to crucify Dr. Pauling 
a t  the hands of the  Eastland committee 
is not only aimed a t  a hand o f  courageous 
scientists. I t  is also a nefarious effort  to 
thw art  the will of the people.

The Wage Issue in the USSR

A New Question on Soviet Jews
The Jewish-language daily, Freiheit, 

has long supported the Soviet political 
rulers. However, since the recent incon- 
trovertable proofs of past and continuing 
anti-Jewish practices by the Kremlin, 
F reiheit has spoken out frequently in 
support of the demand th a t  the Jews in 
the USSR be accorded the national r igh ts  
which are supposed to he guaranteed 
by the Soviet Constitution. Their readers 
apparently will not settle for less.

In the May 15 issuei of Freiheit. Moishe 
Katz raises a simple but searching ques
tion. He reports the  news th a t  a number 
of national minorities in the Soviet Union 
have regained some of the  national rights  
they were brutally deprived of during 
World W ar II. These groups had been 
deported in mass from their  homelands 
because Stalin charged th a t  some of 
the ir  members had collaborated with the 
Nazis.

The ban on the Volga Germans, the 
Crimean T ar ta rs  and several national 
groups in the North Caucasus have now 
been lifted. Those in exile have been per
m itted to re tu rn  to the ir  homelands and 
they are again allowed to publish news
papers in their  own languages.

While welcoming- th is  development, 
Katz poses this very pertinent question: 
W hat about the r ights  of a  people th a t  
have done no wrong, never have been

suspected of collaborating with the 
Nazis, in fact were the worst sufferers 
of Nazism, a  people th a t  demonstrated 
outstanding heroism in the f igh t against 
Nazism. In short, what about the  three 
million Jews who have been deprived of 
all national r igh ts?  How about an 
‘amnesty’ for them ?

Noting th a t  such requests have, been 
made repeatedly to the Soviet leadership 
by foreign delegations both Jewish and 
non-Jewish and th a t  they have in reality 
been ignored, Katz declares anew the 
urgent need for all those concerned with 
the fate  of the Soviet Jews, and of the 
Soviet Union itself, to speak out in the 
strongest possible way.

We believe Katz is entirely correct 
about this and associate ourselves with 
the demand th a t  the Soviet Jews 
be accorded “rights  [which] belong to 
them by virtue of the Soviet constitution 
and the Leninist concept of politics.”

We fu r th e r  believe it to be the obliga
tion of all o ther working class and radical 
papers to speak out on this issue. In th is 
regard it is necessary to note again th a t  
the Daily Worker, which has no less 
reason than  the Fre iheit  to speak up, 
continues to maintain a  shameful silence 
on the issue a f te r  making a solemn 
pledge to  speak out until justice was 
accorded to the  Soviet Jews.

By George Lavan

K hrushchev’s  g re a t  decen tra li 
zation  plan fo r  Soviet i industry  
con ta ins  only the  v agues t  p rom 
ises fo r  the  Soviet w orkers. U n 
de r  th is  new plan, w orkers ,  like 
the re s t  o f  th e  Soviet population, 
would p resum ably  benefit to  the 
ex ten t th a t  w aste  and duplica 
tion of labor w ere elim inated  and 
th a t  efficiency and g re a te r  u tili
zation of the  resources of the 92 
regions, into which the  country  
has  been economically divided, re. 
suited in a  g re a te r  national p rod
uct. T h is  p resum ably  would re 
su l t  in a n  increased  q u a n t i ty  of 
m uch-needed  consum ers ' goods 
too— thoug-h not a t  the  expense 
of heavy  in d u s try  or o f  the  bu
reau c racy ’s huge  yearly  take from 
the  economy. As fo r  d irect con
cessions to the  w o rk e rs— there 
is no th ing  specific in the  K hrush 
chev decentra liza tion  theses th a t  
th e  Sovie t w orkers  can p u t  the ir  
f inge rs  on.-

The “Decentralizers ”

Soviet p a r ty  boss K hrushchev  ( le f t )  is  shown w ith  ex- 
P rem ie r  Malenkov. They a re  now t ry in g  to  revam p the  
m a n ag em en t of Soviet industry ,  hu t w ith  a sh a rp  eye tow ard  
keeping  full control of production in the  hands  of the  
b u reau c ra ts  desp ite  p ressu re  fo r  w orkers '  control.

classic defin it ion  of socialist 
economy w here  everyone will be 
paid “ according to  his need” to 
one based on p aym en t ‘‘according 
to  bis ab ility ,” because in the  
official m y t h o l o g y  th e  U SSR 
w as  n«ot an isolated w o rk e rs ’ 
s ta te ,  ha lfw ay  be tw een  socialism 
and  cap ita l ism , b u t  w as full- 
f ledged “ socialism.”

STAKHANOVISM

Piece w o rk  n a tu ra l ly  divides 
th e  w orke rs  and  alw ays to the 
d e tr im en t  of the  unskilled  and 
low er ca tegories .  The g r e a t  d if
ferences t h a t  au tom atica l ly  en 
sued in the  w age s t ru c tu re  w ere 
a r t if ic ia lly  increased toy the  
K rem lin ’s p ro g ram  of S takhanov- 
ism which s e t  trem endous p re 
m ium s fo r  unusua l su rp ass in g  of 
production  no rm s o r  quo ta s  by 
individual or g ro u p s  of w orkers. 
Staktoanovites ea rned  20 to .30 
tim es as much as  w orkers  in the 
lower ca tegories .

iStakhanovism  w a s  designed 
n o t  only to encourage piece w ork 
e rs  to  exceed them selves b u t to 
c rea te  a privileged g roup  in each 
fa c to ry  loyal to  the regime. The 
p a y m e n t of som e specia lis ts  in 
the  fac to ries  80 to 100 tim es the 
w age  of unsk illed  w o rk e rs  w as 
a s im ila r  p a r t  of the  old divide- 
and-ru le  gam e. For the most part 
Stakhanovism was ballyhoo and 
costly. To permit the Stakhanov- 
ite to make his record, factory  
procedure had to be completely 
disrupted.

D u r in g  the  w a r  a cost-of-liv 
ing  bonus h a d  to  toe g iven  to  So
v ie t  w orkers . Th is  w as  p re t ty  
much an  across-the-board  in 
crease  and  th u s  benefited  low- 
paid w orkers  m ost.  T he cost-of- 
living bonus  has continued' as 
p a r t  of the  w ag e  system.

F o r  th e  l a s t  two yea rs  the  b u 
reaucracy  has w an ted  to  s t r a ig h t 
en ou t the  w age  system  as  well 
a s  th e  sys tem  of norm s which is 
a .patchwork b a se d  som etimes on 
the  produc tiv ity  of 20 yea rs  ago. 
To th is  end i t  in sp ired  a cam 
paign  in the  p re ss  fo r  a  general ' 
revision of p roduction  norm s on

an  up-to -date  bas is  and  fo r  the 
end ing  of the cost-of-liv ing bonus. 
A com m ittee  on w ages, beaded  by 
K aganovitch , w as  se t up to  m ake 
a leng thy  s tudy.

ST R IK E  W A V E

T hen  a p p a re n t ly  a switch took 
place. The lowest w ag es  w ere  in 
c reased  ‘by K rem lin  decree, and 
the  heads of fac to rie s  w e re  asked 
to  ra i s e  th e ir  w o rk e rs ’ p roduc 
tion qu o ta s  and s e t  new w age 
scales. W h a t  resu lted  w as  a n u m 
b e r  of w ork  stoppages. T he  two 
s tr ikes, new s o f  which w e n t  be 
yond the  b o rd e r s  of U S S R  last 
w in te r ,  a p p a re n t ly  w e re  am ong 
these. T he Soviet p ress  spoke of 
“ in te r ru p tio n s  of w o rk ” th a t  r e 
su l ted  f ro m  “ e r ro r s” of fa c to ry  
■heads, who w ere  unable to  p e r 
suade  th e i r  w o rk e rs  to w ork 
h a rd e r  fo r  lower pay . Then the 
Sov ie t  p re s s  suddenly  clamm ed 
up on the  sub jec t tho u g h  the 
revision w a s  supposed to  go on 
f o r  a  y e a r  th ro u g h o u t  the  coun
t ry .  Apparently the stories had 
given workers in other plants 
ideas and encouragement in their 
resistance to the new norms and 
wages scales. I t  would seem that 
in each factory,workers and m an 
agement fought it out and  reach 
ed results based on their relative 
strength or weakness.

Now T rud , the new spaper  of 
the  Soviet t r a d e  unions, has  an
nounced a go v e rn m en t  decree for
b idding fa c to ry  h ead s  from  m ak 
ing  any  sudden revisions “a t  the 
sam e t im e” of bo th  w ag es  and  
p roduction  norm s. In s tead  it  p ro 
poses “rep lac ing  the  old norm s, 
in  cooperation  w ith  local union 
bodies . . . and  w ith  th e  active 
p a rt ic ipa tion  of the  w orkers .” 
M oreover, the  toy-passed com m it
tee  on w ages  h a s  been b ro u g h t  
back to life by  T ru d ’s announce
m en t that, w age  revision should 
proceed slowly and  on the  basis 
of d irec tives  f ro m  the  fo rgo tten  
com m ittee .

G A IN  FO R  W O R K E R S
Jacq u es  Michel, e x p e r t  on So

v ie t economy fo r  France-O bser-  
va teu r ,  independen t socia lis t

weekly published in P a r is ,  f ro m  
which m os t of the  in fo rm ation  in 
this art ic le  comes, sum m arizes  
the  d irectives so f a r  indicated  by 
the  com m ittee on w ages  as fo l 
lows:

W orkers  a t  the  low end of the  
scale wjH benefi t  m o re  from  the  
revision  than  those  a t  th e  top. 
F o r  “ c e r ta in  g ro u p s ” the  new 
n o rm s  should  not en ta il  low ering  
the  rem unera t ion .  To achieve this, 
fa c to ry  m a n a g e rs ,  before  in t ro 
ducing the  new norm s, should re 
o rgan ize  the conditions in the 
fa c to r ie s  to a s su re  a sh a rp  in
c rea se  in p roductiv ity  th a n k s  to 
fu ll  use of new  machinery . 
iStakhanovism— dead in f a c t  fo r 
m any  y e a rs— is officially  buried  
w ith  the  o rder :  “ liquidation  of 
p rem ium  pay m en ts  t h a t  a re  eco
nomically  unp ro f itab le .”

T rud  ends i t s  a rt ic le  w ith , “All 
th is  show s . . . the  access o f  the  
w orke rs  to  t r u é  pa rt ic ipa tion  in 
the  ru n n in g  of th e  s ta te .” This  
is m a k in g  a p ro p ag an d a  v i r tu e  
of b i t t e r  necess ity . Soviet w o rk 
e rs  re jec ted  the  w age an d  n o rm  
revision the  b u reau c racy  tr ied  to 
force on them. T h rough  se lf-o r 
gan iza tion , ag g ress iv e  fa c to ry  
com m ittees  and, a p p a re n t ly  in a  

la rg e  num ber of ins tances , by 

s t r ik e  action th e y  forced the  b u 

reau c racy  to  r e t re a t .

T hus  Soviet w orkers  have  no t 

only won a v ic to ry  t h a t  c an  be 

m e asu red  by  th e ir  pay  an d  m it i 

ga t io n  o f  speedup, b u t  have  

achieved a t  the  sam e tim e a po 
litical v ic to ry  o f  g r e a t  s ig n if i 

cance. This  bodes ill fo r  the  b u 

reau c ra t ic  o ligarchy’s  idea t h a t  

i t  will decide how decentra lized  

/Soviet in d u s try  is to he  m a n 

aged-. T he  Soviet workers will 
have their say  Jiere too: Ac
cording to Jacques M i c h e 1 
(France-Observateur, April 4, 

1957), “Some of the workers who  
victoriously resisted the increase 

of norms, a re  talking in the fac
tories about ‘workers’ control.’ ”

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE IN CHINA

By Anne Chester
M anager ,  P ioneer Publishers

T h is  week P ionee r P ub lishers  

is f e a tu r in g  pam phle ts  on S ta l in 

ism a n d  the  labor movement. 

T hese  include:

ST A L IN ISM  A ND  B O L S H E 
VISM. By Leon T ro tsky .  32 
pages.  15 cents.

T h is  g r e a t  e ssay  lays b a re  the 
f r a u d u le n t  contention  th a t  S ta 
lin ism  and  Bolshevism are  the

sam e, or t h a t  .Stalinism w as in 
h e re n t  in Bolshevism.

*  *  *

T H E  KIROV A SSA SSIN A T IO N . 
By Leon T ro tsky . 32 pages. 25 
cents. (P ioneer  Pocket L ibrary  
No. 3).
This pam phle t , h e re to fo re  long 

ou t of p r in t ,  is  p re sen ted  in a 
new  edition. In  th is  work, T ro t 
sky mails down the  S ta l in is t  
f ram e-up  sys tem  severa l y e a rs  
before  the Moscow Trials .

*  *  *

I ST A K E  MY L IF E . By Leon

Trotsky. 20 pages. 15 cents. 
(Ceylon Edition.)
In  this  pam phle t , T ro tsk y  an 

swered S ta l in ’s charges and of
fe red  to  ap p ea r  befo re  ?r> im
pa r t ia l  investiga tion  commission 
such as w as  subsequently  se t  up 
u nder  the  cha irm ansh ip  of P ro 
fe s so r  John Dewey. “ If  th is  com
mission decides t h a t  I  am gu il ty  
in the s l ig h te s t  degree ,” T ro tsk y  
s ta ted ,  “ I p ledge in advance  to 
place m yse lf  in  th e  hands  of the 
executioners  of the G PU .”

*  *  *

\M ER IC AN  STALINISM AND  
ANTI-STALINISM. By James  
P. Cannon. 12 pages. 15 cents.
H ow  to w age  the  s t ru g g le  

ig a in s t  'Stalinism w ith o u t  a id ing  
American im peria lism  and how 
to w age  th e  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  
Wall S t re e t  w ithou t conciliating 
Stalinism:

*  *  *

THE ROAD TO PEACE. By
James P. Cannon. 48 pages. 25 
cents.
T his  p am p h le t  exam ines the

S ta l in is t  policy of “peaceful co
ex is tence’’ and outlines the rev 
o lu t ionary  socialist p ro g ram  fo r  
p u t t in g  an end to w ar.

*  *  *

O rder  the  above from Pioneer 
Publishers , 116 U n ivers ity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork 3, N. Y.

By C. R. Hubbard

The development of working- 
class opposition in China has 
compelled the bureaucratic caste  
to go. even further in making 
concessions to the democratic 
demands of the workers than its 
Soviet counterpart. The recogni
tion of the right to strike in 
China demonstrates the ad
vanced character of the struggle  
to eliminate bureaucracy.

The May 29 N ew  York Times, 
repo r ted  from  London th a t  Mao 
T sc - tu n g ’s as y e t  unpublished 
speech a t  th e  iFebruary-M arch 
Suprem e S ta te  Conference ex
p ressed  the  view  th a t  “ str ikes , 
dem onstra tions  and o the r  m an i
fe s ta t io n s  of popula r will, m igh t 
som etim es he needed in a t ta in in g  
Socia lis t objectives w ith in  a Com
m u n is t  s t a te .”

CONFIRMATION
The M ay 30 Daily  "Worker, in 

an  ar t ic le  by  Alan W innington  
from  Peking, confirm s th a t  ac 
count. M ao-Tse-tung  is  repor ted  
a s  say ing  t h a t  “ the  r ig h t  of the  
people to s trike , dem onstra te  and 
take  political action is an  a b 
solute r ig h t .”

O f course behind the  s tr ike  
m ovem ent and the  CCPs conces
sions to  it  is th e  problem  of the  
b u reauc ra tic  abuse of the  g row 
ing  Chinese w ork ing  class and of 
its  revo lu tionary  asp ira t ions  fo r  
freedom. W age  concessions have 
been m ade since the C CP’s ad 
m ission of “ e r ro r s”  on w age 
s t ru c tu re s  in the  sp r in g  of 1956. 
B u t these  concessions have been 
p r im a r i ly  in th e  field of over
coming inequities. F o r  substan tia l  
ghins, s t ru g g le  is necessary  to 
Convert bu reau cra tic  p rom ises  
into im proved w ork ing  condi
tions.

opposition of the  Chinese w ork 
in g  class. W hile conceding to 
some demands, the b u reau c ra ts  
hope to m a in ta in  th e i r  special 
p riv ileges and pow er by “p e r 
su a d in g ” the  w orkers  of the  
“nonan tagon is t ic” n a tu re  of the 
contrad ic tions between the  b u r 
eaucracy  and the  masses.

T he M ay 7 New China N ews 
Agency quoted Chen S hu-tung  on 
contrad ic tions in th e  ran k s  of 
the people. Chen, th e  C hairm an 
of th e  All-China F edera t ion  i f  

In d u s try  and  Commerce, claimed 
th a t  the class contrad ic tions be
tw een w orkers  and  indus tr ia l is ts  
“ had been basically  solved since 
the  socialist tr an s fo rm a t io n .’

Now, according to  Chen, “ the 
contrad ic tions in ideology had 
come to  the  fore* a t  th is  time. . . 
B u t th is  did no t a r ise  from  con
flic ts  of class in te re s ts  b u t  from  
contrad ic tions between correc t 
and  incorrec t th ink ing .”  The 
solution, Chen explained, is fo r  
“ indus tr ia l is ts  and businessm en 
to  rea l ize  the  essence of th is  
class contradiction. To solve th is  
contradiction, as  one w ith in  the 
r an k s  of the people, the  in 
dust r ia l is ts  and businessm en 
should m ake  g re a te r  e f fo r ts  in 
th e i r  re-education .”

FACT AND F AN TASY
Political s t ru g g le  is here  

presen ted  as  a disembodied 
process f lo a tin g  above social 
forces and  unre la ted  to  the  
m a te r ia l  in te re s ts  involved. In  
th is  w ay i t  is  hoped th a t  a  s t ru g 
gle  over m a te r ia l  in te re s ts  can 
be dissolved into an  a rg u m en t 
between “ nonan tagon is t ic” social 
forces.

B u t  the  rea l  s t ra g g le  goes on, 
no m a t te r  how i t  is depicted. 
C lass contrad ic tions and  con
trad ic tions w ith in  the w ork ing

A t  the Eighth National Con
g ress  of the  CCP la s t  Sep tem ber 
Chou E n - l a i . said, “Taken as a 
whole, th e  rate of increase of the 
wages of the workers and em
ployes in the past few years was 
ih the main compatible with that  
of labor productivity. However, 
in a certain period of time, the 
rate of increase in wages lagged  
far behind that of labor produc
tivity.”

SOMETHING MISSING
B u t  production increases in 

China have Come p rim ar ily  from  | 
increases in  the  du ra t ion  and 
in tens i ty  of labor r a th e r  than  
f ro m  increases  in productiv ity . 
W hen Chou re la te s  w age  in 
creases only to  productiv ity  in 
c reases,  he revea ls  in e ffec t  how 
g re a t ly  the  Mao b u reaucracy  has 
subjected  th e  Chinese w ork ing  
c lass  to  m ethods takjen from  
cap ita l is t  exploita tion. As a g a in s t  
th i s  abuse  of th e ir  labor, the  
w orkers  have the  r ig h t  to con
s ider to ta l  production increases, 
and  n o t  m erely  productiv ity  in 
creases, as a  ju s t  basis  fo r  wage 
ra ises.

The CCP .grants recognition to 
the  r ig h t  to s trike , because i t  is 
no t able to c rush  the m ounting

class a re  an tagon is t ic  and  will 
n o t be removed by “persuasion .” 
T ha  Chinese C om m unist P a r ty  is 
fac ing  a  show-down s t ru g g le  
w ith  the w ork ing  class. And like 
th e  C om m unist P a r t ie s  of E a s t  
E u ro p e  i t  will be confronted  with 
a sp lit  in its  own ran k s  as  the 
contradictions accum ulate.

Incidentally  contained in the  
Daily1 W o rk e r’s r e p o r t  by  W in 
n ing ton  is an admission th a t  the  
Chinese s ta te  under  the Com
m un is t  P a r ty  is bureaucra tica lly  
deformed. This is p rogress ,  fo r  
p a s t  critic ism  of the  Chinese 
reg im e from  a  socialist po in t  of 
view, which included from  the  
beg inn ing  the  defense of China 
a g a in s t  the  im peria lis t  powers, 
w as  regarded  by m any Com
m u n is t  w orkers  as T ro tsk y is t  
s lander, even a f t e r  the  K h ru sh 
chev adm issions of bu reaucracy  
in th e  Soviet Union.

However, an  admission of b u r 
e auc ra t ic  deform ation  does no t 
am oun t to a  M arx is t  analysis  of 
th is  bu reauc racy  and the reby  to 
a  co rrec t p ro g ram  fo r  des troy 
ing  it. In the  f i r s t  place, as in 
th e  Soviet Union, the  recognition 
of th is  defo rm ation  comes only

a f t e r  the  b u reau c ra ts  them selves 
have been compelled to adm it 
th e i r  “ e rro rs .” And then  the 
eva luation  of the  pi-oblem of 
bu reau c racy  is limited to the  
evaluation  made by the  bu reau 
c ra ts  —  who have m a te r ia l  in 
t e re s t s  t h a t  preclude an  objective 
analysis .

This  is c learly  seen in Win- 
n in g to n ’s explanation  of why 
b u reaucra tic  deform ations a p 
peared  in China. “ U nder Social
ism ,” he says, “ the  people p ro 
duce, bu t they  do n ’t  d irectly  
govern. They a re  liable to see 
m a t te r s  from  a sho r t- te rm , sec
tional, personal v iewpoint.” This 
is the  c lassica l Stalinist, ra t io 
na liza tion  fo r  bu reaucra tic  rule. 
M arx is ts  have alw ays regarded  
the  socialist society as th e  sy s 
tem  o f  d irect ru le  of the  w ork ing  
class. T he separa tion  of a b u reau 
cracy out of the  w ork ing  class 
th a t  ru les  a g a in s t  th e  w orkers  
is  not socialism but the  b u re a u 
c ra tic  deform ation  o r  d egenera 
tion of the  w orke rs’ s ta te .

The concrete experience of the  
w o rk e rs ’ revolution in R ussia  eon- 
fii-med th is  M arx is t  view  of so
cialism. U nder Lenin the  w o rk 
ing  class did ru le  d irectly . T he 
Soviets, the  organs  of s t ru g g le  
fo r  power, becam e also the 
o rgans  of ru le . T he C om m unist 
P a r ty  —  then  a  revo lu tionary  
p a r ty  —  w as the  v an g u a rd  of the  
w orkers  in th e i r  Soviets, b u t  i t  
w as n o t  a  subst i tu te  fo r  tbe  
w o rk e rs ’ rule.

CCP RECO RD
In th e  S ov ie t  U nion, a b u r 

eaucra tic  clique headed by Stalin  
c ap tu red  the  C om m unist P a r ty  
and destroyed th e  Soviets as  
dem ocratic  m ass  o rgans  of rule. 
T he process in China w as  d if 
f e r e n t  b u t  th e  re s u l t  w as 
essentia lly  the  same. T he CCP 
w as  thoroughly; S talin ized long 
before  i t  took power. I t  never 
suppressed  the  Soviets of China 
because i t  never b ro u g h t  any  into 
being ' in the  f i r s t  place —  or 
allowed an y  to com e into 
existence.

In  the  civil w a r  a g a in s t  Chiang 
Kai-shek, th e  Chinese S ta l in is ts  
fo u g h t w ith a  m ass pea san t  base. 
T he ir  policy w as  to  exclude the 
city  w orkers  in the  in te re s ts  of 
a  bloc with a  section of the  small 
c ap i ta l is t  class and as a dem on
s t ra t io n  to the  cap i ta l is t  world 
t h a t  th e  Chinese C om m unist 
P a r ty  had  bourgeois-dem ocratic 
r a th e r  than  socialist, objectives.

C hina paid a te rr ib le  price fo r  
a b o r t ing  the  Chinese w o rk e rs ’ 
partic ipa tion  in the  civil w ar. 
U til iza tion  of the  revolu tionary  
capacities of the  Chinese w orkers  
became an im m ediate  and u rg e n t  
need w ith  the  beginning of in 
dustr ia l  p lann ing  and the  defense 
of the  revolution  a g a in s t  the  new 
im peria lis t  th r u s t  th rough  Korea. 
The w orkers  w e re  called upon to 
m ake  g r e a t  sacrifices. T he w ork 
ers m et the need, b u t  the  b u r 
e auc ra t ic  rep ress ions  becam e in 
c reas ing ly  in to lerable . And s ta te -

protec ted  p ro f i ts  to  those hated  
cap ita l is ts  t h a t  still rem ained 
m ade a  mockery  of p ro le ta r ian  
sacrifice.

R O L E  O F  W O R K E R S ’ 
S E L F -IN T E R E S T

T h e  bu reauc ra tic  notion ex
p ressed  by W inn ing ton  th a t  the 
w orkers  a re  “ liable to see m a t te rs  
from  a  shor t- te rm , sectional, p e r 
sonal v iewpoint,” holds t r u e  only 
f o r  a rep ressed  w ork ing  class 
concerned w ith  defend ing  the 
w orke rs’ w elfa re  and  lives 
a g a in s t  a  p a ras it ic  and  opp res 
sive bu reauc racy . A s fo r  the  
allegedly “ long - te rm ” view of the  
b u reau c ra ts ,  i t  am oun ts  solely to 
th e  long-term  concern fo r  keep
ing posts and privileges.

Once the  w ork ing  class ga ins 
control of production  and  produc
tive  p lann ing  the  bureaucra tic  
“ e r ro r s”  so Copiously and be 
la ted ly  adm it ted  will ‘be over
come. The w orkers  can f a r  more 
rea lis tica lly  e s t im a te  the  r a te  of 
accum ulation  fo r  expanded r e 

production. They won’t m ake  the  
costly “m is take” of a t tem p tin g  
to  achieve accum ulation  primari? 
)y a t  the  expense  of th e  hea l th  
and w elfare  of the  people. They 
will unders tand  f a r  b e t te r  th a n  
th e  b u re a u c ra ts  the  need fo r  in
dustr ia liza tion . Once the  w orkers  
a re  confident t h a t  they, and n o t  
a g row ing  cas te  of b u re a u c ra ts  
o r  c ap i ta l is t  “ allies,” will benefit,  
economic p rog ress  will be 
assured .

T hus the  p r im a ry  ta sk  o f  the  
political revolution  in  China is 
c learly  to complete the  social 
revolution  th a t  began  w ith  the  

overth row  of C hiang  K ai-shek. 

T he w ork ing  class m u s t  fo rge  

m ass o rgans  of pow er and take  

control of p roduction  and p la n 

n ing. "U n d e r  socialism the  people 
produce,” says  W innington. B u t 

th e y  do th a t  u n d e r  capita lism , 

too. U nder  socialism, we say, 

the  people must, also govern  
d irectly .

Fryer's Newsletter Fills 
Important Socialist Need

Four issues of The Newletter, published weekly in 
London by P e ter  F ryer  have now appeared. The f irs t  issue 
explains th a t  the purpose of The Newsletter is “ to provide 
socialists  w ith  new s and docu-1®---------------------------------------------------
merits which they  will not. find 
adequa te ly  t r e a te d  e lsew here.” 
T h is  aim is be ing  realized in an 
im pressive  fashion.

The N ew sle tte r  is jam -packed 
w ith  world-wide rep o r t in g ,  w ith  
te x ts  of im p o r ta n t  documents, 
w ith  in fo rm ation  on developments 
in the  B rit ish  and w orld  Com
m u n is t  part ies , w ith  an  excellent 
coverage  on the  th r iv ing  B rit ish  
socia lis t fo rum  m ovem ent and 
w ith  a w ea lth  of m a te r ia l  w rit ten  
by scientific  and medical experts  
on th e  re su l ts  of th e  nuclear 
weapons te s ts .  In  short,  The 
N ew sle tte r  is invaluable  fo r  so
cialists  in every  country .

A m ong the  docum ents made 
available th u s  f a r  by The N ew s
le t te r  is the  com plete t e x t  of 
“How to  Build a Mass Com
m u n is t  P a r ty ,” a n  im p o r ta n t  
post-Convention s ta te m e n t  by the  
leadership  of th e  B rit ish  CP. 
A no ther  issue of the  N ew sle tte r  
c a rr ie s  the  te x t  of the  resolution  
on the  Jew ish  question in  the  
U S S R  adopted by the  s ta te  con
vention  of the  C om m unist Party, 
in  N ew  York.

P a r t icu la r ly  in fo rm ative  is  a 
re p o r t  by The N ew sle t te r ’s Polish 
corresponden t,  the  f i r s t  of a 
series.

T he m ain  no in ts  o f  th e  d iscus
sions in the  B rit ish  fo rum  m ove
m en t a re  p resen ted  w ith  im pres 
sive com pactness . T hese re p o r ts  
g ive in s ig h t into the  p re sen t  
political th ink ing  of such im 

p o r t a n t  f ig u re s  as  P ro fesso r  
H ym an  Levy who fo r  m any  y e a rs  
had  been  a  m a jo r  in te llec tual 
spokesm an f o r  the  B rit ish  CP.

R eports  on tbe  “ reg ro u p m en t” 
discussions a re  no t confined to  
B r it ish  developments. I s s u e s  
n u m b e r  th r e e  and fo u r  of The 
N ew sle tte r  contain  accu ra te  up- 
to -da te  re p o r ts  on the  fo rm ation  
in th is  c o u n t r y  of the  A m erican  
F o ru m  fo r  Socialis t E ducation  
and of the w itch u n tin g  a t ta c k  on 
it. A re p o r t  from  a  co rrespondent 
in F ran ce  gives a synopsis of th e  
views of Claude Bourdet, ed ito r 
of F ran ce  O bserva teu r ,  a s  
p resen ted  a t  a  discussion m ee t
in g  in Paris .

A n im p o r ta n t  c u r re n t  f e a tu re  
of T he  N ew sle tte r  is  the  ser ia liz 
ed publication  of tbe  complete 
te x t  of J . B. S a lsbe rg ’s “T alks  
W ith  Soviet L eaders  on th e  
Jew ish  Q uestion.”

Subscrip tion  to  T he  N ew sle tte r  
can obta ined by  w r i t in g  to P e te r  
F ry e r ,  1, Seym our T errace , 
London, S.E. 20, E ng land . T he 
cost is ten  shillings —  or $2:00 
in the  U.S. (including m ailing  
Costs) —  fo r  12 issues. I t ’s a  rea l  
ba rga in .

— H arry  Ring

T H E  CLASS N A T U R E  O F  
T H E  SO V IE T  S T A T E . By Leon
T ro tsky . 22 pages. 25 cents. (C ey
lon (publication.) O rder  f ro m  
Pioneer Publishers , 116 U n iv e r 
s i ty  Place, N ew  York 3, N. Y.

N evertheless ,  the re  a re  m any  I 
indications t h a t  the  'Soviet work- 

■ ing  class will in tervene  and m ake 
‘ of the  new setup som eth ing  th a t
• K hrushchev  and  the  K rem lin  oli-
• ga rch y  never visualized.

The strongest indication that 
, the factory workers of the So- 
1 viet Union are going to shape  

the industrial setup to the dis
advantage of the bureaucracy 
both in Moscow alnd locally, can 
be seen in what they have just 
accomplished in the national 
w age and work quota revision.

T he piece-work w ag e  system  
prevails  th ro ughou t S ov ie t  indus
try . I t  w as  bu reaucra tica lly  im
posed in- the  early  days of indus
tr ia l iza tion  to ra ise  the  abysm al
ly low level of productiv ity  of 
R ussian  w orkers. In s te a d  of be
ing p re sen ted  as w h a t  it  w as—  
the  use of the  c ru d e s t  cap i ta l is t 
m ethod of Wage p aym en t— the 
S ta l in is t  b u re a u c ra c y  t r ie d  to 
pass  i t  off as “socia lis t  com peti
tion.” T h ey  even changed the


