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The Utah State 
Prison Strike

By Della Rossa

The prisoners’ rebellion at Utah State Prison on 
Feb. 6 and 7 was conducted like the new kind of prison 
outbreaks that began around 1951. The prisoners
seized hostages, took control of* 
p art o f the prison, and then—  
like a  trade union delegation—  
they met with Gov. George B.
Clyde, in person, to present their 
grievances and dertiands. Point 
No. 19 in the demands, presented 
by two white men, was ‘‘elimina
tion of racial discrimination and 
segregation.”

Other demands included an in- 
m'ate council, repeal of the in 
determ inate -sentence law, more 
outsi'de camps, (better food prepa
ration, an inmate newspaper and 
radio program, and elim ination 
of. “ the error o f secrecy about 
the operation about the /prison.”

W O RKING  CLASS PROBLEM
O ur iprisons, like 'o u r crim inals, 

aré ato inseparable p a rt o f the 
society we live. in . Trade unions 
and organizations o f m ino rity  
groups, should include the Ques
tio n  of. prisons and conditions 
there, in the ir programs, ju s t as 
•they dio the problem of unean^ 
ployment and other social aibuses.

F o r certa in ly  prisons are a 
typrkjng-class problem. .Wilson, 
fo rm erly  4  Leavenworth psychia
tr is t ,  writ.es in  “ M y . Six Con
v ic ts”  th a t three persons out of 
fiv e  (57% ) In. prisons and1 ja ils  
are. serving sentences, because, of 
debit— they can’t  pay a fine. S ix 
ty  percent, are serving, out .fines 
less, than $20, .and W ilson 
ments: "T h is  is certa in ly punish
ment fo r  poverty.”

The Jackson Prison (M ichigan) 
rebellion in. the spring o f 1952 
ifras the climax o f a series o f tha t 
period. There were a t least 25 
prison uprisings during th a t year, 
and. they occurred no t only in  th is 
country but in  other parts o f 
the world, including in  the pris- 
oner-of-war camps in Korea,

Las t month’s U tah Prison out
break had much, the same char
acter as th a t a t Jackson Prison, 
where, grievances and demands 
were presented to the authorities, 
and there is a qua lita tive  d if fe r 
ence in  these demonstrations w ith 
those o f the past, which were 
usually connected w ith  an. a t
tem pt to esccipe and were organ
ized fo r  tha t purpose.

NO REFO RM ATIO N
The rebellions of the recent pe

riod  are protests against in to l
erable prison conditions, condi
tions so (brutalizing tha t they 
.drove t)lie men to fu ry  wreaking 
véñgeánee by burning and de
struction in  th e ir prison.

John Bartlow  M artin , who has 
given some serious study to  the 
question o f crime and punish-

O f special note in  th is  week’s 
m ail has been an increase in the 
number o f subscriptions and

requests fo r  sample 
copies of the paper 
th a t we have re
ceived from  leaders 
and rank - and - file  
members o f other 
socialist g r o u p ;s .  
The discussion on 
regroupment o f so
c ia lis t fortfes in  
A m e r i c a  has 
awakened the desire 
in  the ranks o f a ll 

po litica l tendencies to fam ilia rize  
themselves w ith  the viewpoint 
o f radical groups and parties 
other than the one they them
selves happen to be associated
w ith . We would be happy to send 
sample copies, or our introduc
to ry  subscription a t the special 
ra te  o f $1.00 fo r  six months, to 
anyone w ishing to become more 
fa m ilia r  w ith  the viewpoint of 
the Socialist W orkers Party.

A  reader in  Erie, Pa. writes, 
"P u t mie on your bundle m ailing 
l is t  fo r  e ight copies a week. You 
m igh t also note th a t I  am send
ing  our paper to a few  people 
who are not on m y regular m ail
in g  l is t  and have the M ilita n t 
on sale downtown and a t our 
Public L ib ra ry ."

Helen Baker, Seattle lite ra tu re  
agent sent in  fo u r in troductory 
subs obtained a t a forum  on Ne
gro H istory. 'She adds, “ I  th ink  
a do llar sub is a more practical 
sample sub, fo r  i t  is  much easier 
to  pu t a do lla r in  an envelope 
and m ail i t  in  than to  struggle 
w ith  a 50c. piece.”

From  St. Louis, agent Richard 
Clausen w rites, “ I  have been 
pleasantly surprised a t the num
ber o f people who have sent 
in  th e ir own renewals from  St. 
Louis.”

Renewal w ork is rea lly  handled 
in  top ra te  fashion in M in
neapolis. The branch obtained 
100 subs during the election cam
paign and have now set ou t to 
v is it every one o f these fo r  
renewals. The score thus fa r  is 
26 renewals. T h ir ty -fo u r either 
declined or had moved. F o rty  
rem ain to  be v isited —  which, at

the ra te  the branch is going, w ill 
be done w ith in  a few  weeks time. 
Agent W in ifred  Nelson writes, 
“ Enclosed are two renewals fo r  
the M ilita n t —  w ith  Check fo r  
$3.00 to cover. We’l l  have more 
fo r  you next week. D uring  the 
past week, our sales have upped 
again w ith  the m ilder weather: 
Jim  Boulds sold ten on the 
U n ivers ity  Campus F riday in 
ju s t a few  minutes and said he 
could have sold more easily i f  
he had had them available; 
L a rry  Andrews sold his usual 
amount a t the Labor Temple in 
Minneapolis Thursday (he does 
th is every week); and I  sold 
three at the Ford Local meeting 
th a t n ig h t and three a t the 
Seegaer R efrigera tor W orkers 
meeting Tuesday, m aking a to ta l 
of 18 sales fo r  the week at 
meetings. One o f our comrades 
reports the sale o f a new 6-month 
sub to a ra ilroad fr iend  o f his.”

Edith Gale, D e tro it agent 
w rites, “ Last week we covered 
two meetings held in  celebration 
o f Negro H is to ry  Week. A llan 
W inters and I  sold e ight papers 
and distributed our Open Forum 
leaflets.-Tw o M ilitan ts  were sold 
and leaflets d istributed by 
Dorothy L. and Patric ia  S. a t a 
public lib ra ry . Despite the 
re la tive ly  small attendance a t 
the Negro H is to ry  meetings, we 
got an immediate response o f in 
te rest in  our lite ra ture , and 
several people came to our Open 
Forum”

Chicago readers are organiz
in g  a campaign fo r  M ilita n t sub
scriptions and Carol Wayne, Sub 
D irector w rites, “ Enclosed please 
find  $7.50 fo r  5 subs to  the 
paper. We have set up fo u r 
teams, and the race is on. Team 
one has challenged the branch! 
Prospects look good, and we 
intend to fo llow  through the rich  
l is t  o f friends th a t the election 
campaign las t fa ll' b rought to us. 
'M)o re special in troductory sub 
blanks would be appreciated;”

Political Independence and the CP
By H a rry  Ring

W hat next fo r  the Communist 
P a r t y ?  This question was
brought sharply to the fo re  when 
the pa rty ’s convention voted in  
favo r o f the organization 
elaborating .its own politica l
views instead Of applying by 
rote the views o f the leadership 
of the Soviet Communist Party.

A rgu ing  in  favor o f ending 
politica l subservience bo the 
Krem lin, the Gates w ing  6 t the 
CP leadership pointed out tha t 
the p a rty ’s long record o f such 
subservience had served to help 
discredit and isolate i t  before 
the American people. I t  was 
fu r th e r argued tha t such a
declaration o f independence would 
e ffective ly  counter the damaging 
charge th a t the CP is an agency 
o f a fo re ign  government.

PAR TY A N D  CLASS
W hile these arguments are not 

devoid o f m e rit they duck the 
basic issue involved. I f  the Com
munist: P a rty  is to  end its 
allegiance to the K rem lin  bureau
cracy wherè w ill i t  transfe r th a t 
allegiance? Social classes —  the 
workers, the capita lists —  have 
independent and conflic ting  in 
terests. B u t po litica l parties 
cannot and do not exist in a state 
o f pure “ independence.”  They 
necessarily represent toy the ir 
program and a c tiv ity  the in 
terests o f some social force..

Fo r example, the campaign 
against the Communist P a rty  as 
an “ agency o f a fo re ign  govern
ment”  has been a m ajor cold- 
w ar weapon o f the American 
labor bureaucracy. B u t the fac t 
is that, th is bureaucracy is g u ilty  
o f a like  crime. W ith in  the ra n i»  
o f labor i t  defends and représente 
the in terest o f a government,

which from  the viewpoint o f the 
olass interests o f the workers is 
a foreign government —  th a t is 
the government in  Washington 
which is controlled by and acts 
fo r the .tiny clique o f industria l
ists and financiers which rule 
over the workers and whose in 
terests are d iam etrica lly opposed 
to those o f the workers.

C A P IT A L ’S L IE U TE N A N TS
To preserve its  vast m aterial 

privileges, the American labor 
bureaucracy defends the capita l
is t status quo. I t  supports the 
reactionary fo re ign policy o f the 
W all S t r e e t  government, 
preaches the need fo r  class peace 
and support o f the existing 
“ democratic ins titu tions”  o f a 
Big-Business dominated govern
ment. W ith  th e ir program of 
class collaboration, the labor 
fakers da ily  v e rify  the correct
ness of the classic M arx is t char
acterization o f them as “ labor 
lieutenants' o f capita l.”  ( In  the 
las t analysis, the K rem lin  
bureaucrats also operate as 
agencies o f imperialism  in the 
working-class movement.)

While these observations on 
the role o f the American labor 
officia ldom  as an “ agency o f a 
fore ign power”  may appear as a 
digression from  the question a t 
hand, the fa c t is th a t i t  is 
d irec tly  relevant. I f  the Com
munist P arty  is to  end its  
allegiance to  the Moscow bureau
crats only to  become an ap
pendage o f the American labor 
bureaucracy then noth ing has 
been. gained from  the viewpoint 
6f  the interests o f the American 
and in te rnational w orking class.

The danger of. such a transfer 
o f aïîêgiance frcim one labor 
bureaucracy to another is not 
merely theoretical. I t  is im p lic it

in  the po litica l perspective o f the 
top leadership o f the CP as ex
pressed in its  d ra ft resolution, 
its  resolutions on social demo
cracy and on the Negro strug
gle.

Le t’s take a look a t a current 
expression o f evolution in th is 
direction as contained in George 
M orris ’ column in the Feb. 25 
D aily W orker which t a k e s  
ILG W U  President David Dubin
sky to task fo r  his declaration 
th a t “ we have never cooperated 
w ith  them [the CP], and we 
never shall.”

M orris w ith  quiet pride, re 
minds Dubinsky th a t “ there was 
a period when he and his asso
ciates in  the ILG W U  leadership 
accepted and even welcomed 
Communist P arty  cooperation. In 
some o f the key locals there 
was even jo in t leadership (united 
tickets) fo r  a number o f years.”

“ I f  i t  happened before,”  
M orris declares, “ i t  can happen 
again.”

W hile one can agree th a t the 
possibility is no t excluded tha t 
“ i t  can happen again,”  the ques
tion tha t confronts the CP mem
bership is whether i t  should 
happen again. I f  one were to 
select a specific o ff ic ia l union 
leader to demonstrate the thesis 
o f the union bureaucrat as a 
lieutenant o f capita l i t  would be 
d if f ic u lt  to  fin d  one more 
suitable than David Dubinsky.

M orris points out th a t Dubin
sky uses the L iberal pa rty  “ as a 
ta il to  old party  politic ians and 
support fo r  reactionary policies.”  
This statement could be ex
panded in to  a good sized book. 
Since the beginning o f the cold 
w ar Dubinsky has led the pack 
in jingoism  and red-baiting. 
W aging the cold w ar has le ft  
him. w ith  lit t le  tim e or inclina

tion  fo r  fig h tin g  the bosses.® 
M orris reports th a t the last 
ILG W U  convention revealed that 
“ wages in  the cloak and dress 
fie ld  have hard ly moved up since 
1946 although the cost o f liv ing  
jumped nearly 50% since then.”

The rank and file  o f the 
ILG W U, pa rticu la rly  its  most 
oppressed section, the Puerto 
Rican workers who now com
prise a large section o f the mem
bership in  New Y ork and else
where, could f i l l  out tha t picture 
w ith  graphic details i f  they 
could break through Dubinsky’s 
bureaucratic machine loftg enough 
to be heard.

How then can M orris  ju s tify  
th is perspective of “ cooperation”  
w ith  Dubinsky and the social- 
democratic w ing  o f the union 
leadership he represents? He ex
plains th a t the CP resolution on 
Social Democracy has “ fa r  more 
in  view than M r. Dubinsky.”  
(A lthough M r. Dubinsky is 
de fin ite ly  no t excluded.) Ac
cording to  the resolution, as 
log ica lly  interpreted by M orris, 
the approach is determined by 
the fa c t th a t “ a possibility 
[ex is ts ] o f a common struggle 
fo r  objectives w ith  followers of 
the social democratic group th a t 
may not exist in  other sectors”  
o f the union movement.

Leaving aside conjecture as to 
the greater possibility fo r a com
mon struggle w ith  the ranks o f 
the  garment workers than say 
the  steel workers the question 
remains: Can these objectives, 
“ independent po litica l action,”  
etc., be achieved by cooperation 
w ith  the Dubinskys or in  struggle 
against them?

When M orris speaks o f Dubin
sky’s “ fo llowers”  who does he 
mean —  the rank and f ile  o f the 
garm ent union or the select

Large Opposition Vote in Steel Union 
Lays Basis for Fight on Bureaucracy

By Jack Wilson
YOUNGSTOWN, Feb. 26—The 

f ir s t  contested election fo r In te r
national President in  the h istory 
o f the United Steel W orkers of 
America has le ft  the ru ling  ma
chine o f “ labor statesmen”  David 
J. McDonald badly shaken. Latest 
re turns indicate th a t Donald C. 
Rarick, candidate o f the, Dues 
Protest Committee w ill be cred
ited w ith  about one th ird  o f the 
votes cast, in  spite o f the fac t 
th a t he was unknown outside of 
his own local only s ix months 
ago, and th a t the top officialdom 
of the USW  predicted that, he 
wouldn’t  get more than 10 to 15% 
of the vote. Who supported Mc
Donald in  the election, Feb. 12, 
who opposed MtcDonald, and 
where w ill the opposition move
ment go fro m  here?

WHO BACKED M ’DONALD?
The McDonald machine re 

ceived the support o f practica lly

strike  and the contract open fo r  
negotiation, bu t waited un til the 
Rarick campaign Ibegan to ta lk  
about them. The steel workers 
understood and resented the at
tem pt o f the union o ffic ia ls  to 
pu ll the wool over the ir eyes.

A  MOVE FROM BELOW

The opposition to the McDonald 
machine was purely rank-and- 
file . I t  attempted to get support 
from  some o f the form er rebel 
d is tric t directors, tout they re
fused, fearing  the ranks and the 
possible loss of comfortable sal
aries and other privileges more 
than they disliked McDonald.

Rarick’s support was loosely 
organized, lacking the resources 
and connections to  build an o r
ganization in a couple o f months. 
But response to  the call fo r  op
position grew in the ranks. Even 
though Rarick did no t'b ring  fo rth  
a fig h tin g  program, the steel 
workers nevertheless fe lt  tha t

a ll the local union leaderships ¡ th is  protest was a necessary one. 
and a ll the d is tr ic t directors, j Conservative as well as m ilita n t 
These (bureaucrats, toig and lit t le , | workers were opposed to the Me 
closed ranfcs in face o f the oppo
s ition from  the im^ss of the w ork
ers. The in ternational office and i 
the local' unions spent money run
n ing  in to  the m illions to elect the 
incumbents.

The international office organ
ized regional conferences which 
were reported to have cost about 
a m illion  dollars alone, out o f 
the uniota treasury. These confer
ences, which were supposedly 
called to discuss contract and fu 
tu re  problems (30 months be
fore  the contract was due fó  éx-' 
p ire ), were nothing but dema
gogic appeals fo r  support to  Mc
Donald.

The workers were to ld tha t 
tihey never had i t  eo good, th a t in 
the fu tu re  they could expect the 
30 or msaytoe 32-hour week a t 40 
hours pay, tha t maybe they could 
get three months vacation every 
five  years to  solve the automa
tion problem, 'and! so on. These, 
o f course, are all- desired by the 
membership. B u t i t  struck many 
steel workers as strange th a t Mc
Donald and Co. did no t th ink  of 
the demands seven m onths ago 
when the steel workers were on

Donald machine, and formed a 
lofcsely k n it grouping, inexperi
enced and untrained, but sensing 
the general mood o f the mass o f 
the steelworkers.

There is ta lk  .already tha t the 
protest .movement w i l l  continue 
to grow even though the election 
is over. The favorable showing 
o f the opposition w ill' give en
couragement to opponents o f the 
McDonald ¡bureaucracy, ¡but the 
machine w ill not ju s t lie  down. 
I t  w ill f ig h t tooth and nail to p re 
serve its d ictatoria l control o f the 
union, which has been the source 
of high salaries and lavish ex
pense accounts. The machine may 
try  to  lu ll the members into pas
s iv ity  w ith  'a few  concessions and 
then t r y  to elim inate all opposi
tion.

PROGRAM NEEDED

One th ing  is sure: any opposi
tion. movement to McDonald, to 
w in  has to have a program that 
w ill a ttrac t the workers— a pro
gram tha t w ill junk the “ coopera- 
tion-w ith-the-employers”  policies

Help Meet New Demand 
For Marxist Literature

By C. F a rr 
P arty-Bu ild ing  Fund D irector

Socialist Workers P arty  branches report th a t the 
“ regroupment”  discussion sparked by the Khrushchev 
revelations and the subsequent revolutionary developments
in  Eastern Europe, has s tim u la t- ji1 
ed ever-growing- in terest in  the 
views o f Leon T ro tsky and his 
disciples. This is true no t only 
in  the United States but 
throughout the world.

From fa r -o ff Japan we received 
th is week’ copies o f “ Hangya- 
kusha,”  ’ a weekly T ro tsky is t 
paper which carries translations 
o f many articles on the S ta lin ist 
cris is reprinted from  the M ili
tan t.

A lso from  Japan, three copies 
o f a beau tifu lly  bound Japanese

W. Indian Negro Leader Quits CP
An event having repercussrorts in  the French Communist 

Party and particu la rly  in the Communist Parties of the French 
colonies is the resignation o f A im e Cesaire, CP leader o f the 
French West Indian colony o f M artinique. A famous poet, 
Cesaire is also the representative o f M artin ique in the F/ench 
parliament.

He made his resignation public last October in an open 
le tte r in which he gives two sets of reasons fo r  q u ittin g  the 
CP. F irs t, the fa ilu re  o f the French CP to abandon its  StalUfist 
methods. Second, the fact tha t i t  has blown hot and cold on 
the issue o f colonial freedom and the righ ts  o f colored peoples 
depending on French politics. The fo llow ing aTe excerpts from  
Cesaire’s le tte r o f resignation.

“ Neither posthumous rehabilitations, state funerals* nor 
o ffic ia l speeches wiH cancel out the deaths, the tortures, the 
executed victim s [revealed by Khrushchev in  his speech to' the 
20th Congress], . . One had expected o f the French Communist 
Party an honest se lf-c ritic ism ; a disassociation w ith  crime 
tha t would exonerate i t ;  not a deniail but a new and solemn 
departure; something like  the Communist P arty  founded a 
second time. . . Instead we have seen stubboraess in error, 
persistence in ly ing, the absurd pretension o f never having been 
wrong. . .

“ . . . I  make allusion to  the vote o f the French CP on 
A lgeria, the vote by which thé party 'gave to the Moillet-Lacoste 
government fu l l  powers fo r its  policy in N orth  A frica  and we 
have no guarantee against a repetition o f th a t vote.

“ I  believe I  have said enough to  make i t  apparent tha t i t  
is neither Marxism o r communism tha t I  am renouncing, i t  is 
the misuse tha t certain people have made o f Marxism and 
communism tha t I  reject.”

members of Dubinsky’s job tru s t 
and his union pie-cards? There 
is ample common ground fo r  
struggle w ith  the long-oppressed 
members of the ILG W U . But 
such a struggle fo r  social and 
po litica l progress cannot w in 
unless i t  is based on the per
spective o f replacing Dubinsky 
and his “ fo llowers”  w ith  a 
leadership Ibased on a class- 
struggle program which alone 
Can fu r th e r the interests o f the 
iariks.

This clearly is no t the per-

spetftive of M orris  or o f • the 
Gates or Foster faction leaders> 
who jo in tly  support the conven
tion documents which ju s t ify  the 
proposed cooperation w i t h  
Ddbinsky and his “ followers.”  
Such cooperation, we repeat> 
does not .mean independence fo r  
the Communist Party, b u t only 
a transfe r o f allegiance from  one 
corrupt labor bureaucracy to  in»  
other. Such a course can neithet 
advance the interests o f the 
workers o r resolve the ideological 
crisis which s t i l l  grip«' thé 
piarty.

Kremlin Opens Economic 
Drive Against Yugoslavia

By George Lavan
In its  attem pt to reimpose iron control over Eastern 

Europe, the K rem lin has embarked on a campaign to  
isolate Yugoslavia economically and politically.

On Feib. 19, Khrushchev m ade® --------------------------------------------------
remarks a t a reception in Mos
cow tha t were obviously aimed 
a t Yugoslavia. He decried na
tions who w ant advantageous 
economic reflations; and1 who yell 
“ blockade”  when these are re
fused them.

The background fo r  Khrush
chev’s pointed remarks was 
Bhe YugosIav-<Soviet negotiations 
then, goinsr on in Moscow. These 
were based on the agreements 
and< .promises mad^ a year ago 
when the K rem lin was try in g  to 
undo the damage done by Sta
l in ’s b itte r campaign asainst 
Yugoslavia. However, the Polish 
and Hungarian revolutions have 
caused tihe K rem lin again sharp
ly  to reverse its  a ttitude toward 
Yugoslavia.

I t  is not tha t the Tito, regime 
gave whole-hearted support to 
the Hungarians—i t  did not. I t  
gave on ly  p a rtia l support and. in 
fac t, attempted to  ju s tify  the 
second and fin a l intervention of 
the Soviet A rm y ini Hungary.

BROOKS NO CRITICISM
Nonetheless the K rem lin finds 

intolerable even tihe lim ited c r it
icisms of the Yugoslavs against 
its  d icta toria l rule over the other 
E ast European countries. Yet 
more dangerous is the constant 
incitement to independence tha t 
the verv existence o f Yugoslavia 
personifies fo r  the puppet-ruled 
sate llite  countries. Therefore, tihe 
K rem lin  is out to quarantine the 
the East European countries 
from  contact w ith  Yugoslavia. 
One. means to th is end is the re
establishment o f the Cominform, 
S ta lin ’s old weapon against T ito , 
or some facsim ile of it. Yugo
slavia, o f course, is to be ex
cluded from  the new organiza
tion. According to a New York 
Times dispatch from  Warsaw 
(Feib. 24), Poland is the principal 
reca lc itrant to the new organiza
tion  fo r  East Europe projected by

thé Krem lin.
The economic campaign against 

Yugoslavia is intended to b ring  
about its  capitu lation or to drive 
i t  in to  the arms o f Western cap
ita lism  thus discrediting i t  w ith  
tihe peoples o f the East Euro
pean countries who w ont inde* 
pendence and workers’ democracy 
bu t not the exchange of the ir 
K rem lin  masters fo r  economic 
and po litica l domination by W all 
Street. F a iling  either o f these 
two de fin itive  ,resu lts  the ex
pectation is th a t the economic 
hardships resu lting w ill a t least 
make Yugoslavia ia “ horrib le  ex
ample”  o f what happens go to a 
country tha t breaks w ith  the  
Krem lin.

F u ll details of Soviet renewing 
on> its  economic commitments to 
Yugoslavia oré not ye t known. 
However, Foreign Secretary 
Koca Popovic’s .speech to thé 
Yugoslav parliam ent indicates 
th a t the promised $250 m illion  
trade credit has been reduced to 
a trick le  (the figu re  $18 m illion  
has been mentioned), and thé 
$175 m illion  promised1 fo r  the 
construction o f a hydro-efleetric 
and aluminum p la n t in Monte1- 
negro has been cancelled and1 in  
replacement a mathirrery pu r
chase credit o f only $7 m illion 
offered.

The ra p id ity  and severity w ith  
which the KremMn oligarchy has 
reverted to S ta lin ’s punitive 
methods against Yugoslavia 
throw  considerable lig h t on the 
K rem lin ’s evaluation of the Po
lish and Hungarian revolutions. 
Despite the o ffic ia l propaganda 
abolit “ im peria lis t and fascist 
ag’ents”  engineering the upris
ings, i t  sees tihe source of the 
infection in  Yugoslavia’s orig ina l 
declaration of independence from  
K rem lin  rule. The sarte “ disease”  
struck in  Poland and Hungary1 
last October but, o f  course, in' 
much more advanced stages.

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Pércent
Cleveland $ 420.00 $ 300.00 71
A llentown 102.00 63.00 62
D e tro it 1,000.00 605.00 61
Youngstown 300.00 175.00 58
Boston 600.00 275.00 46
Tw in  Cities 1,584.00 729.00 46
B uffa lo 2,100.00 950.00 45
Newark 240.00 100.00 42
Chicago 1,560.00 650.00 42
New Y ork 5,000.00 1,914.10 38
Milwaukee 250.00 91.00 36
Los Angeles 4,000.00 1,118.50 28
Philadelphia 480.00 125.50 26
Seattle 360.00 72.00 20
St. Louis 80.00 10.00 13
A kron 140.00 _ _
Oakland 240.00 _ _
San Francisco 800.00 _ . .
General — 75.00 —

Totals through Feb. 13 $19,256.00 $7,253.10 38

C rim inals are produced by the 
very doff-eat-dog nature of cap
ita lism  itse lf. But the conditions 
in prisons and the results should 
make society recognize, in its  own 
self-interest, tfbat prisons are fac
tories fo r the production of c rim 
inals «nid are, in  fact, the enemy 
o f society.

The answer is  th a t prisons 
should be aJbolished-and replaced 
by hospitals ain-d other in s titu 
tions fo r  the care and cure o f the 
unbalanced and the anti-social. A  
socialist society could not only 
achieve th is ibut i t  would e lim i
nate the very causes o f c rim ina l
ity . As A. Lacassagne of France 
said in  the 1880’s, “ Every society 
has the crim inals i t  deserves.”

ment, calls the whole question of 
“ reform ation”  o f crim inals in 
prisctns “ a dangerous m yth.”

American prisons today, he 
sa'ys, are a blend o f several 
earlie r systems, a ll o f which were 
acknowledged failures. In  a study 
called “ Break Down the W alls !,”  
lie opposes the very concept of 
prisons, which 'he calls “ the en
emy o f society.”

Eugene V . t)ebs, the American 
socialist pioneer, who spent sev
eral years in  ¡prisons, w rote  his 
only book, “ W alls and Bars,”  on 
the subject o f iprisons and crim 
inals and th e ir relationship to 
poverty and Capitalism.

He pointed out tha t any one of 
us .m ight go to prison a t any 
tiiVie, some 6f  us f 6r  bfealcing the 
law  and some fo r  upholding the 
Constitution, which the law is 
supposed' to  support. (Here his 
words seem to 'apply, d irectly  to 
our own period and the ja il sen-, 
tences imposed for, invoking the 
F irs t and F if th  Amendments.) 
Some go to  prison, fo r  stealing 
and others fo r  advocating a sys
tem which' would make i t  unnec
essary fo r  a man to steal.

LOW - GRADE 6 UARDS
Conditi’ons isuch as bad food, 

b ru ta l treatment, and overcrowd
ing  build  lip  such unbonrable 
pressures th a t the prisoner 
reaches the po in t where he is 
ready to r isk  his life  in a prison 
relbfellion.-

The prison represents society 
to  the prisoner and the* prison i t 
self is represented by the guard. 
Because o f the repugnance o f the 
work and the poor pay, mostly 
low-grade psychological types are 
attracted to  the, job. of. prison 
guard. They are fp rth p r b ru ta l
ized by the prison itse lf. A t Utah 
State Prison a fig h t w ith a guard 
started the demonstration.

transla tion o f “ S ta lin ’s Frame- 
Up System and the Moscow 
T ria ls ,”  by Leon T rotsky. “ Send 
us everything available w ritten  
by T rotsky,”  they plead. “ There 
is a great hunger among the 
Japanese workers and students 
fo r  the works of T ro tsky and the 
other great M arxists. M arx is t 
book here are displayed and 
sold in  tobacco shops, stationery 
stores, etc.”  The tremendous job 
o f transla ting  and publishing is 
going forw ard a t a great pace.

We are informed by Pioneer 
Publishers, United States pub
lishing’ house which specializes 
in the publication o f M arx is t 
works, th a t s im ila r requests 
have been coming in  from  coun
tries  d istributed over a ll the 
five  continents. A  world-wide 
ideological ferm ent is engender
ing  an insatiable appetite fo r 
orthodox M arx is t lite ra ture . 
This is the undeniable symptom 
o f a period o f g rea t historical 
transition. I t  has its  reflection in 
th is country in the extensive 
and intensive discussion o f revo
lu tionary  socialist regroupment 
now la rge ly  confined to radical 
circles, a lbeit an unmistakable 
harbinger o f the ideological fe r 
ment which precedes the mass 
radica'lization o f the American 
w orking «lass.

I t  is  undeniable th a t the re
groupment discussion has stim u
lated a grow ing demand fo r

Cleveland is s ti l l  leading the 
fie ld, w ith  71% o f its  quota a l
ready paid in. A llentown made 
the greatest leap forw ard since 
the las t scoreboard, w ith  an in 
crease o f 52%. B u ffa lo  has also 
moved up on the scoreboard. A ll 
o f the branches in  bold-face 
type on the Fund Scoreboard, 
th is  page, are paid up to the 
percentage due by th is tim e in 
the three-month campaign.

A lthough Seattle is lagging, 
Campaign D irector Ann Dorsey 
w rites : “ Enclosed $72 as our
f i r s t  insta llm ent on the P arty  
Build ing Fund. We hope to get 
on schedule very qu ickly so 
please don’t  w orry  about us —  
we ju s t go t a Taf« s ta rt.”  |

T ro tsky is t lite ra tu re . We are 
m aking a concerted e ffo rt to 
meet th is demand. The SWP 
P arty  B u ild ing Fund w ill help, 
in  no small measure, to  supply 
the demand. The two are in 
tim a te ly  linked together. Our 
m a jo r ta rge t is to  promote the 
publication, d istribution and salq 
o f the works o f Leon Tro tsky 
and his co-thinkers. These we 
consider the most im portan t 
medium fo r  educating the newly- 
awakened radical youth, w ork
ers, Negro freedom fighters, 
women, to  the emancipating 
ideas o f revolutionary socialism 
and thus to  fa c ilita te  the re 
groupment process.

You, readers of the M ilitan t
and friends o f the Socialist
W orkers P arty , can help in this
great work. Send your cotttribu-
tions to the SW P Party Building
Fund, 116 University Place, New
Y ork 3, N . Y.

*  *  *

The Rarick campaign has 
served a very useful end. I t  has 
demonstrated that the steel work
ers w ill rise to defend their in
terests and that an opposition can 
run a successful campaign. Be
cause of that, more successful 
campaigns with more program- 
atic content are bound ¡to develop, 
and they w ill include greater par
ticipation by the membership. 
The Rarick campaign has opened 
the door to greater union demo
cracy, and it  w ill be kept open 
in the future, we can be sure.

o f McDonald and pro ject sus
tained struggle against the cor
porations on the p o lit ica l as well 
as the economic fron t. The néw 
opposition tha t w ill develop w ith 
in t)he steel urn on (a “ tw o-party 
system”  in the union is now be
ing predicted) w ill only be g iv ing 
McDonald weapons i f  i t  'resorts 
to  red-lbaiting as some of the 
Riarick supportei-s did. I t  should 
come out (boldly fo r  c iv il rights, 
and c iv il liberties as instruments 
o f th<? workers m  the ir struggles 
against the bosses.


