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Seasons Greetings, 1957

Jobless Total in Steady 
Climb Throughout U.S.

Unemployment in November 
reached 3.2 million according to 
the conservative estimates of the 
U.S. Departments of Labor and 
Commerce and total employment 
declined. This was the highest 
jobless figure for any November 
since 1949 —  a recession year. 
I t  marked an increase of 680,000 
over October.

Personal income dropped $1 
billion for the month of Novem
ber, the bulk of this drop among 
production workers in durable 
goods (television, auto, re frig 
erator, etc.) manufacturing in
dustries. This .particular statistic 
reflected not only the climbing | 
unemployment, but also the cut 
in the work week in some plants 
and shops. ,

Dr. Emerson P. Schmidt, Chief 
Economist of the United States 
Charhber of Commerce has 
warned the American business 
community to expect a recession 
‘‘a t least as severe” as the down
turn of 1949 and 1954.

The approaching Xmas season 
—  holiday spirit, general good 
cheer and the rest —  did not 
deter the business executives of 
the nation from  mapping out 
layoff plans. A  news round-up 
by the W all Street Journal (Dec. 
18) tells the grim story. Many 
of the fam ilia r big names of 
American industry admit plans 
fo r layoffs of short or long 
duration. The roll call includes

General Motors, Trailmobile, 
Radio Corporation of America, 
Philco, Foid Motor, General 
Electric and Westinghouse.

S T E E L  P R O D U C TIO N  F A L LS
The steel industry has been 

steadily cutting back production, 
and industry spokesmen predict 
that the month of December w ill 
be their worst month. Non-fer- 
rous metal producers (copper, 
aluminum, etc.) have what they 
call their private recession which 
is now a year and half old.

The metal working industry 
as a whole is dropping in produc
tion. A ll commodities in move
ment as reflected by car loading 
figures show a decline.

Meanwhile, U.S. exports are 
shrinking. For a number of 
reasons foreign countries are 
finding it  more d ifficu lt to put 
out dollars to buy American 
goods and are imposing controls 
that cut down imports from  
the U.S.

In short, these and many other 
reports on the economic situation 
point up re-emergence of trad i
tional difficulties of the capital
ist economy when its productive 
powers outproduce the available 
market. Big Business spokesmen, 
their press agents and crystal- 
ball gazers are united in a hope 
that the end of 1958 w ill see a 
resumption of business prosperity. 
They base their hope upon a 
new and bigger arms program

stimulated by the missile develop
ment.

Many favored corporations ar.e 
in fo r more lush profits but it  
is not assured that the missile 
program w ill mean a significant 
jump in employment. For one 
thing, while more Federal money 
w ill pour into that program it 
will undoubtedly be accompanied 
by a cut in what has now“ become 
obsolete or less important m ili
tary fields.

Little Rock Negro 
Student Suspended

Minnie Jean Brown, 16 
years old, one of the nine N e
gro students who have braved 
racist terror and harrassment 
to attend Cental High School 
in L ittle  Rock, A rk. was 
suspended by school authori
ties last week for a minimum  
of 3 days. According to the 
school superintendent, a white 
boy in the school cafeteria 
blocked the aisle through 
which Miss Brown was carry
ing a tray of food. “She lost 
her temper,” the superinten
dent said, “and dumped her 
food on the white boy.” The 
boy was not suspended. An
other school official said the 
students present said the in
cident “could have been an 
accident.”

Allies Insist U.S. Govt. 
Must Talk with USSR
Racists Win 
Voting Curb 
In Alabama

Alabam a racists struck a new 
blaw at the Constitutional 
rights of Negroes when they 
jammed through passage of a 
referendum, Dec. 17, abolishing 
Macoiii County which has a pre
dominantly Negro population. 
The county w ill now be divided 
among neighboring counties to 
fragm ent its Negro vote.

The measure, which was spon
sored by State Senator Sam  
Englehardt, leader of the A la 
bama W hite Citizens Councils, 
will next go before a state leg
islative committee fo r ironing  
out of legal loopholes.

H IG H  V O TE  A G A IN S T
W hile the white supremacists 

won passage of the measure, the 
vote on i t  was fa r from  the 
victory they anticipated! with 
the results indicating litble pop
ular enthusiasm fo r it. W ith  
1,900 of Alabam a’s 2,780 coun
ties reporting, the measure has 
a m ajority of 58,000 votes' to
40.000.

P articu larly  significant was 
the number o f people who did 
not vote on the issue a t ail. 
Only 25% of the state’s regis
tered voters took a stand on the 
reterenctum. u t  eight state-wiue 
issues that won passage only 
one polled a lower voce than 
the Macon County measure.

In  Mobile County, the second 
largest in the state, the propo
sition was defeated by a five to 
three vote. In  Jefferson County, 
the most populated in the state, 
i t  barely squeaked through by 
a margin of 15,000 votes to
14.000.

Meanwhile, the action was as
sailed by iRoy W ilkins, execu
tive secretary of the National 
Association fo r the Advance
ment of Colored People. In  a 
statement issued Dec. 18, he de
clared that w ith  this deprivation 
of the political rights of A la 
bama Negroes, “Congress . . • 
should reduce the number of its 
Representatives from Alabama 
in compliance with the Four
teenth Amendment . . .” The 
amendment provides for reduc
tion of representation in pro
portion to the number of c iti
zens illegally deprived of their 
vote.

NATO Meeting 
Votes Renewed 
Negotiations

By George Lavan 
U.S. imperialism suffered a setback in foreign policy 

at the recent Paris conference of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. The NATO nations, whom the U.S. State
Department has heretofore a l- & -

President Eisenhower ( le ft )  and British Prime Minister 
Macmillan during their Bermuda conference last spring. Shortly 
afterward Britain announced major arms cuts, declaring there 
is no present defense against the consequence of nuclear attack. 
At (he current NA TO  conference Macmillan is supporting the 
idea of negotiations with the Soviet Union.

ways been able to cajole or bull
doze into line, almost unanimous
ly insisted that some sort of 
negotiations w ith the Soviet 
Union be entered into.

In  the week .prior to the con
ference Washington had cavali
erly dismissed, as unworthy of 
consideration and mere “ mis
chief-making,” the letters of 
Soviet Prem ier Bulganin to

and the Soviet bloc on a world 
scale.

W hy then were the N A TO  
politicians so insistent that talks 
w ith  the USSR be begun? W hat 
is their aim ?

There has been a tremendous 
rise in anti-w ar feeling among 
the masses of all countries since 
sputnik announced the age of 
missile warfare. The prospect of

N A TO  powers in which h e ! 1j" bonlb destruction from  rockets 
proposed negotiations to lessen tha,t f ly 10>0(l0 m,les Per hour
the m ilitary  tensions between the 
Soviet and capitalist blocs. Eis-

and descend from  outer space, 
thus beyond interception by any

Indonesian Army Takes 
Control of Dutch Holding

DEC. 19 —  The Indonesian A rm y last week took over 
control c f v irtu a lly  all Dutch-owned properties in the 
country. Many of these had been seized by the workers
in the course of a campaign --------------------------------
against Dutch imperialism that

enhower and Dulles arrived in ?!ane ~  fac t unstoppable, has
Europe w ith such words o f h^ r^ led_ the People of Europe,
refusal on their lips. The U.S. 
did not even have the subject on 
its proposed agenda fo r the con
fab of the rulers of the 15 N A TO  
nations. But these spokesmen fo r  
the Am erica’s Big Business gov
ernment not only had to spend 
most of their time on this sub
ject and to eat their eariier 
words, but they ended up voting 
fo r discussions w ith  Soviet rep
resentatives in the near future.

N. Y. Subway Workers 
Hit Sellouts by Quill

By Fred Halstead
New York C ity ’s eight-day 

subway strike, which ended Dec. 
16 when strik ing motormen voted 
to return to work, was basically 
a m ilitant rank-and-file revolt 
against low-wage, sweetheart 
agreements between the employ
ing Transit Authority and the 
bureaucracy of the Transport 
Workers Union headed by Michael 
J. Quill.

Here is the background of the 
strike: Negotiations fo r a new 
contract covering 32,00$ hourly 
paid employes on the city-owned 
subway system were scheduled 
to begin around the firs t of the 
year. Present wages are low, 
ranging from $1.79 per hour for 
porters to $2.32 fo r motormen. 
Purchasing power of a motor- 
man’s take-home pay is actually 
lower than it  was in 1941.

Despite all kind of m ilitant- 
sounding demagogy by Quill, 
there had never been a subway 
strike by the T W U  to correct 
these shameful low- wages. The 
T W U  is the industrial union to 
which the transit workers had 
until recently generally adhered.

In 1955, Quill made a deal —  
based on his political connections 
with the Democratic P arty  ma
chine —-  w ith the Transit 
Authority, a joint city-state body 
appointed by M ayor W agner and 
Governor Harrim an.

Q U IL L ’S G IV E A W A Y S
The TA  recognized the T W U  

as sole bargaining agent fo r sub
way employes and gave i t  a dues 
check-off. The next contract 
provided for insignificant wage 
increases. I t  actually resulted in 
a loss to the workers by giving 
up the right to sick pay for the 
firs t day of illness and by secur
ing (he union’s cooperation in a 
program of increased work 
loads, particularly affecting the 
motormen.

Quill hailed this contract as a 
great victory and brutally sur- 
pressed opposition to it within  
the TW U . The lack of demo
cracy w ithin the T W U  tended to 
force the widespread discontent 
into activity outside the union 
and a number of craft unions 
were formed seeking separate 
bargaining rights. One of these, 
the Motormen’s Benevolent Asso

ciation, was established in 1956. 
That summer it  led a brief strike 
over conditions.

The M BA, all of whose officers 
are working motormen, claimed 
2,600 of the 3,167 motormen and 
demanded the right to represent 
them in the coming negotiations. 
The Transit Authority announced 
it would deal w ith  only one 
union, the one which would win  
a system-wide representation 
election scheduled fo r Dec. 16. 
Since the T W U  was the only 
established u n i o n  claiming 
system - wide membership, i£ 
could not lose. On Sunday, Dec. 
8, a meeting of 1,200 M B A  mem
bers voted to strike the next 
morning —  protesting the elec
tion and demanding craft recpgni- 
tion.

Mayor W agner declared the 
Strike “ illegal.” The T A  an
nounced it  would operate the 
subways and replace anyone who 
struck. Four 'of the M BA lead
ers, Theodore Loos, M BA presi
dent, Augustine Johnson, Edwin  
Kiser and Louis Steinfeld were 
arrested minutes before the 5 
A. M. strike deadline.

Quill, who claimed 2,300 o i the

motormen, ordered 200 of his 
“organizers” to terminals to 
“advise our people to remain at 
work.” He loudly declared: “The 
subway strike is not going to 
happen/’ But the motormen 
walked out just the same.

In  court proceedings against 
the strike leaders, it  was revealed 
that the Transit Authority was 
using labor spies against the 
M BA. A “ bug” microphone was 
discovered in the M BA office 
and a reporter found evidence 
of a w ire-tap on the M BA phone.

The New Y ork Herald Tribune 
ran an i editorial entitled: “ Fire  
the Strikers.” The N .Y . Times 
insisted on no compromise with  
the “ illegal” strike.

Both the New York City CIO  
Council, headed by Quill, and the 
Central Trades and Labor Coun
cil denounced the strikers and 
insisted on “no compromise” by 
the city government. Not a single 
prominent A F L -C IO  leader spoke 
out publicly against the strike
breaking and labor-spying used 
against the motormen.

Non-strikers were urged to

(Continued on page 4)

•began Dec. 3. Total Dutch in
vestments in the islands— the 
form er Dutch East Indies— are 
estimated from  $1 to $1.5 bil
lion.

The A rm y chief of staff, A b 
dul H aris  Nasutoin, has ordered 
all army commanders through
out the country to place Dutch 
enterprises under their manage
ment. A t  the same time he has 
forbidden the workers from  car
rying through any fu rth er sei
zures. In practice, army control 
means little  change in the man
agement of the Dutch holdings. 
“In  most cases,” writes W alter 
Briggs from  Jakarta in the Nov. 
16 New York Herald Tribune, 
“Dutch entei prises have contin
ued to operate w ith Dutchmen 
in control, and an Indonesian 
corporal stays posted outside as 
a symbol of the A rm y’s protec
tion and the nation’s authority .”

W A N T  BIG GER S H A R E
This does not mean, however, 

that government seizures of 
Dutch properties are mere fo r
malities. The Indonesian cap
ita lis t class, whose interests the 
government represents, wants to 
weaken Dutch imperialism’s hold 
on the economy and gain a 
greater share fo r itself. F u r
thermore, the seizures allow the 
government to invite U.S. cap
ita l to replace Dutch ownership 
in the enterprises on terms that 
give more leeway to Indonesian 
interests. I t  is fo r this lim ited  
goal that the Indonesian gov
ernment initated the take-over 
policy. But Indonesian capital
ists fear the workers carrying

established c o n t r o l  over the 
Dutch holdings. This is a revo
lutionary step in the direction 
of eliminating capitalist owner
ship altogether. To block it, the 
army has hastened to take over 
the Dutch properties.

The Communist P arty  leader
ship is also opposed to work
ers’ seizures and to workers’ con
trol. “For the most part the 
Indonesian workers who began 
taking over Dutch enterprises 
two w^eeks ago were not a f f i l i 
ated w ith the Commonist Party  
as has been widely but inac
curately reported in the outside 
world,” wrote Tillm an Durdin  
in the Dec. 16 New York Times. 
Most of the worker groups were 
affilia ted  with the Nationalist 
party and the union that took 
over the Dutch KPM  shipping 
company ' headquarters had the 
reputation of being an anti- 
Communist union.

“Communist-line members of 
the National Advisory Council 
[top advisory body to Indone
sian President Sukarno] are 
known to have actually spoken 
against the worker take-overs 
and called such moves ill-disci
plined ‘anarcho-syndicalism.’ The 
Communists advocated an or
derly program of government 
take-overs such as the system 
that now has been put into e f
fect.”

Despite Arm y chief Nasution’s 
prohibition of further worker 
seizures of Dutch property, the 
movement has spread f r o  m 
Java —  principal island of In 
donesia —  to Sumatra and Bor
neo. This is a new development 
for these islands which have

NO  PRESSURE  
FOR A G R E E M E N T

There is no indication that the 
N A TO  nations who forced the 
recommendation fo r talks w ith  
the Soviet diplomats insist that 
any agreement come out of 
these talks. There is certainly no 
indication that they are demand
ing a “big-deal” compromise of 
conflicts between imperialism

AH the more so since their poli
ticians have aligned their coun
tries in a m ilitary pact against 
the nation now most advanced in  
rocketry —  the USSR. In  every 
European parliam ent the opposi
tion parties are taking advantage 
of this popular feeling to make 
things d itticu lt fo r the parties 
in office.

Thus chief executives of the 
N a T u  .powers (14 of tnem were 
mere, a»i except Portuguese dic
tator Salazar) fe lt  i t  was 
stupidity or selfish unconcern 
fo r the U.S. to stubbornly refuse 
even to engage in the high-level 
discussions publicly proposed by 
the Soviet rulers.

This refusal, the European 
politicians believe, only serves 
to confirm the healthy suspicions 
of the masses of the people in 

(Continued on page 2)

Foster Renews Warfare 
On Daily Worker Editor

By Harry R in g

W illiam  Z. Foster has launched a renewal o f open 
factional warfare against the wing o f the Communist 
Party leadership headed by Daily W orker editor John
Gates. Foster’s battle cry is thei>"

through the seizures, because been centers of rightist rebel- 
whenever this happened in the lions against the Sukarno gov 
past two weeks the w o r k e r s '  em inent during the past year.

AEC Admits Radiation Danger 
By Cutting ‘Safe’ Limit 67 Pet.

In  a damaging rdmission about its long efforts to deliberate’)- 
minimize the extent of the risk involved in exposure to atomic 
radiation, the Atomic Energy Commission announced Dec. 10 
that it has ordered a 67% cut in the permissible levels of 
radiation exposure for atomic workers and for those living in 
the area o f atomic facilities. The AEC  action serves to under
score the real extent ol the danger involved in atomic radiation, 
whicji is also the basis lor the world-wide demand to halt 
nuclear-arms testing. The decision also confirms the charges 
made by leading geneticists of the danger to future generations 
caused by exposure to such ladiation.

The new regulations are aimed prim arily at lim iting  ex
posure during the reproductive years, particularly up to the age 
of 30. For the first time a lim it is set on the total accumulated 
exposure that an atomic worker may receive over the years.

I need to “liquidate . . . the re
visionism w h i c h has almost 
wrecked the Party. A t the same 
time p a r t y  secretary Eugene 
Dennis who has tried to play a 
balance - of - power role in the 
figh t, is branded by Foster as 
having “done much to deepen 
and prolong the Party crisis. . . . 
Dennis has never taken a firm  
str.nd against Revisionism, a 
course which has tended to ap
pease and conciliate it .”

Fcister’y attack is contained 
in a lengthy document w ritten  
last October a,nd now being gen
erally circulated a m o n g  the 
members of the Communist 
P arty . Its  first section also ap
pears in the December issue of 
Political A ffa irs, with the bal
ance slated for publication next 
month.

Some of the m aterial is iden
tical w ith  that contained in a 
recent article by Foster in the 
Soviet publication Kommunist 
and reported in the Dec. 9 N .Y . 
Times. There Foster also assails 
Gates fo r “revisionism.” The 
present article is fashioned as 
a polemic against Alexander 
Bittlem an, a Dennis supporter, 
who wrote a twelve-installment 
tract in the Daily W orker last 
October entitled, “ I  Take a 
Fresh Look.”

A im ing b e y o n d  Bittleman, 
Foster charges the Gates group 
with responsibility for the crisis 
that has gripped the OP for the 
past year and a half. He writes: 
“The Revisionist campaign of 
liquida'tionism . . .  is what im 
mediately precipitated the Par
ty into crisis . . . Veteran P ar
ty members . . . collapsed un-

der the destructive ideological 
offensive from  the Right. V a r i
ous Party  and other L e ft insti
tutions . . . crumbled under the 
liquidationism of the Revision
ists. . . . There was the tragic  
fa te  of the splendid1 Jefferson 
School, the California Labor 
School, the D aily  People’s World  
and the Labor Youth League—  
all of which perished under the 
R ight offensive. . . . The sub
stance of the present crisis is 
that the P arty  is deeply sick 
with a heavy attack of R ight 
Revisionism.”

Charges of such scopev and 
character leave little  ground for 
the type of “ unity” compro
mises patched together a t the 
p arty ’s national convention last 
February and a t the “ Recon
struction” meeting of the na
tional committee last July. The 
charges assume particular sig
nificance in that they coincide 
with Krem lin declarations on 
the need to stamp out “revi
sionism” in the world Commun
ist parties— that is to end any 
criticism of the Moscow line and 
to re  - establish unquestioning 
subservience to  it.

Demagogically presenting him
self as the champion of a “class- 
stiuggle perspective,” F o s t e r  
flays B ittlem an’s “fresh look” 
at “peaceful co-existence” and 
the “welfare state” as devoid of 
any real socialist perspective. And 
he certainly is on safe ground 
in making the charge. For ex
ample, Bittlem an asserted: “The 
emerging period of peaceful co
existence . . . .  does not call 
fo r the abolition of capitalism

(Continued on page 4)



“This Man Owns No Suit'' nie MILITANT
(The following letter, signed “Mrs. IN D ,” 

was printed in the December 16 New York  
Post. The IN D  is one of the three subway systems 
in New York C ity, and the one most affected by 
the recent motormen’s strike. The “T A ” referred 
to is the Transit Authority, a government body 
that owns and operates the subway. —  Ed.)

P'rom smug lady commentators on the radio to 
the editorial pages, I  have read and heard scath
ing attacks upon the M BA [Motormen’s Bene
volent Association] leaders and their mis
guided followers. M y husband is no motorman; 
he is a conductor, but the vilification applies to 
him too, because he rides behind the man in the 
cab.

‘‘Public good w ill,” “defiers of law and order,” 
“throw the book at them,” “throw them out,” 
they say.

OW NS NO S U IT
But this is my husband, fa th er of my children. 

The man who turns his pay-check over to me 
and says, “Who is pressing us this week —  let’s 
pay them —  then we eat.” This man owns no 
suit. He gets no uniform allowance and second
hand pea jackets are not so warm in trains, 
where he is not allowed to turn on the heat 
unless the temperature is ibelow freezing.

The public, were it  not fo r the strike, would 
hold him in all “esteem” and “goodi w ill.”  Now  
they scold him because he must keep the heat 
off. They believe he is at fau lt.

Public good w ill does nothing for my husband 
wh'en he goes down the line racked w ith aches 
and fevers, because if  he took that f irs t sick 
day off, he would not get paid.

Some people’s children get toys fo r Christmas. 
Mine, courtesy of the TA , get M ike Quill —  that

Is, i f  their fa ther is working —  courtesy of 
the TA .

I  don’t  know how other people live. I  don’t 
see other people. I  can’t, feed my children and 
buy clothes to go out in .I cannot manage. I  guess 
I am a failure. We have not been out in years; 
we entertain not, yet I  can’t keep my children 
in shoes, gloves, overshoes and all the fresh 
whole m ilk they would like to drink. From  $57 
to $67 a week, his pay fluctuates without over
time. I t  would do the people who have the public 
good at heart 5 world of good to see grown men 
beg for extra work on their days o ff to keep one 
step ahead of the bill collectors.

I f  the TA  can spend $15ft000 to bribe its 
underpaid, debt-ridden (except those whose wives 
work; I  don’t )  employes to go back to work, 
why doesn’t  it  use that money to pay the men 
a decent wage so that men who have the lives 
of thousands in their hands wouldn’t  have to 
work at two jobs in order to exist.

T A  AB O VE L A W
These fiends, these law-breakers, these betray

ers of the public trust. These husbands, these 
fathers, these defiers of law  and order in their 
patched, half-soled but shiny shoes, w ith  their 
old patched and shiny blue serge and coveralls—  
deserve, they say, to be punished fo r breaking  
the law. The T A  is lucky. I t  is above the law.

There were laws back in 1775 too. But whether 
they were just or not depended on whether you 
were Tory or Rebel.

As for Mike Quill, he ought to take his talents 
elsewhere, perhaps to the missile launching base 
in Florida. One of his speeches and that little  
moon would have an orbit around Proxjma 
Centauri.
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Holiday Book Bargains
(Use this ad as your order form)

G I A N T  I N  C H A I N S  b y  B a r 
ro w s  D u n h a m . A  M a r x is t  a c 
c o u n t o f th e  m e a n in g  a nd  h is 
to ry  o f  p h ilo s o p h y . In  p o p u la r  
s ty le , n o t p ro fe s s io n a l jargron. 
In te n s e ly  In te re s tin g - a n d  w i t 
ty  bo o k . ( O r ig in a l ly  $3.75) $1.50 
(p lu s  15c im a ilin g  c h a rg e )  ( )

T R A I T O R  O R  P A T R I O T .  T h e
L i f e  a nd  D e a th  o f S ir  R o g e r  
C a.sem ent. B y  D e n is  G w y n n . 
S to ry  o f th e  m a n  w h o  becam e  
a  h u iT u u m tarian  h e ro  by  b is  
e xp oses  o f iirv p e n ia lis t e x p lo i t 
a t io n  o f c o lo n ia l peo p le  in  B e l 
g ia n  C o n g o  a n d  S o u th  A m e r 
ic a  a n d  w h o  wtas h a n g e d  by  
B r i t is h  d u r in g  W o r ld  W a r  I  
f o r  h is  e f fo r ts  in  b e h a lf  of 
I r is h  R e v o lu t io n . O r ig in a l ly  
{3.50. N o w  $1.2-5 (p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  S T O R Y  O K  M Y  L I F E  by
C la re n c e  D  a r r o w .  A m e r 
ica 's  m o s t fa m o u s  la w y e r  and  
th e  s to ry  o f  th e  m a n y  la b o r  
cases he d e fe n d e d  (p a p e r  c o v 
e rs )  S-1.45 (p lu s  10c) ( )

T H E  S O C IA L  H I S T O R Y  O F
A R T  by  A rn o ld  H a u s e r . F a 
m ous a n d  e x p e n s iv e  w o r k  n o w  
a v a i la b le  in p a p e r  covers .
V o l. 1 $1.25 (¡plus 10c) ( )
V o l. I I  $1.2» Oplus 10c) ( )

T H E  T H R E E P E N N Y  N O V E L
b y  B e r t o l t  B re c h t. N o t  th «  
p la y  b u t a - fu l l- le n g th  no ve l 
w it h  th e  sam e  p e rio d  as b a c k 
g ro u n d . B i t ln g ly  h u m o ro u s  a l 
le g o ry  on c a p ita l is t  s o c ie ty  
a n d  its  e th ic s , (p a p e r )  $1.75
(p lu s  10c) ( )

T W O  P L A Y S :  C A U C A S IA N
C H A L K  C I R C L E  n n d  G O O n
W O M A N  O F  S E T / . l :A N  by B e r 
to l t  B re c h t. A m o n g  th e  m ost 
rem arka1> le  d ra m a s  o f o u r p e 
r io d . (.p ap er) $1.45 (p lu s  10c)

( )
C A P T A I N  D R E Y F U S  —  T h e  
S t o r y  o f  n M u  mm H y M t e r ln .  By-
N ic o la s  H a la isz . T h e  fa m o u s  
a n t i-S e m it ic  fn a m eu p . B y  a n a l 
o g y  it  th ro w s  m u c h  l ig h t  on  
th e  r is e  o f M cC atrt.hv ism  in  th e  
U.S . (p a p e r )  $1.45 (p lu s  10c)

( )
M A I N  C U R R E N T S  I V  A M F .R  
K  A N  T H O U G H T  by  V . T>. P a r -  
r in g to n . R e q u ire d  re a d in g  fo r  
a l l  s tu d e n t«  o f  A m e r ic a n  eul 
tu re . (p a p e r )  V o l. I  T h e  C o 
lo n ia l M in d : 1620— 1S00. $1.45
(p lu s  1 0 c ). ( )

V o l .  I I  T h e  R o m a n t ic  R e v o lu  
t lo n  in A m e r ic a :  1800— 1860
$1.45 (p lu s  10c) ( )

B L A C K  A N G E R  by W u l f  Sachs  
T r u e  a c c o u n t by  a  V ie n n e s e  
re fu g e e  d o c to r  o f  h is  p s y c h o 
a n a ly s is  o f  a  N e g ro  w o r k e r  in 
S o u th  A f r ic a ,  a nd  h o w  th e  
p a t ie n t  f in d s  h is  o w n  th e ra p y  
as a le a d e r  in  th e  h e ro ic  bus  
b o y c o tt in  J o h a n n e s b u rg , (p a 
p e r )  $1.75 (p lu s  10c) ( )
T H E  S H A M E  O F  T H E  C I T I E S  
t>y L in c o ln  S teffe-n s. T h e  f a 
m o u s ‘‘m u c k r a k in g "  c l a s s i c  
a v a i la b le  in  p a p e r  covers. 
S h o w s th e  In te g r a l  c o n n ec tio n  
betw ieen  b u s in e ss  a n d  c rim e  
th a t  s t i l l  e x p la in s  p o lit ic a l c o r 
r u p t io n . $1.25 (p lu s  10c) ( )

Hooks by I,eon T ro tsky

H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  R V S S IA N  
R E V O L U T I O N .  T h e  th r e e  v o l-  
Ufm.es c o m p le te  In one. $12.50  
(p lu s  25c) ( )
L I T E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U 
T I O N .  $3.75 (p lu s  15c) (  )
T H E  T H I R D  I N T E R N A T I O N 
A L  A F T E R  L E N I N  
( c lo th )  $4.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
(p a p e r )  $2.50 (p lu s  15c) ( )
S T A L I N .  A  b io g ra p h y . $6.00
(p lu s  15c) ( )
T H E  P E R M A N E N T  R E V O L U 
T I O N  $3.50 (p lu s  15c ) ( )
T H E  F I R S T  F I V E  Y E A R S  O F  
T i l  E  C O M M U N I S T  I N T E R N A 
T I O N A L  
V o l.  I  (c lo th )

$3.50 (p lu s  13c) ( )
V o l. I I  (.p ap er)

$3.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
T H E  R E V O L U T I O N  B E 
T R A Y E D  

. (c lo th )  $3.00 (p lu s  15) ( ( )
(p a p e r )  $2.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
I N  D E iF E N S E  O F  M A R X I S M
(C lo th )  $2.75 (p lu s  15c) ( )

W H I T E  C O L L A R — T h e  A m e r 
ic a n  31 ir id ic  C ln N sp » b y  C.
W r ig h t  M il ls . A m e r ic a s  le a d 
in g  s o c io lo g is t s tu d ies  th e  p o 
l i t ic a l .  eco n o m ic  a n d  c u ltu r a l  
p o s it io n  o f m id d le  class, (p a 
p e r )  $1.75 (p lu s  10c) ( )
T H A 1 J D E I  S S T E V E  N  S b y
R a lp h  K o rn g o ld . M a g n if ic e n t
b io g ra p h y  o f th e  g r e a t  f ig u r e  
o f Ra'diical R e c o n s tru c tio n . 
(O r ig in a l ly  $6.00) $2.00 (p lu s
15c) ( )

K A R L  L I E B K N E C H T  bV K a r l  
W . M e y e r . O n ly  b io g ra p h y  o f 
the  g r e a t  G e rm a n  r e v o lu t io n 
is t in  E n g lis h . $3.25 (p lu s  15c)

( )
T H E  R O O T S  O F  A M E R I C A N  
C O M M U N IS M  b y  T h e o d o re  
D ra p e r . V a lu a b le  fo r  i t s  p a in s 
t a k in g  re s e a rc h  in to  e a r ly
h is to ry  o f A m e r ic a n  C o m m u 
n is t  P a r ty . $C.75 (p lu s  20c) ( )

T H E  N E G R O  F A M I L Y  I N  T H E  
U.S . by E . F r a n k l in  F r a z ie r .  
A s o c io lo g ic a l c la s s ic . ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $5.00) $1.95 (p lu s  15c)

( )
B L A C K  B O U R G E O I S I E  b y  E .
F r a n k l in  F r a z ie r ;  A  s c a th in g
s tu d y  anid in d ic tm e n t. ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $4.00) $3.50 (p lu s  15c)

( )
T H E  S T R U G G L E  F O R  A  P R O 
L E T A R I A N  P A R T Y  b y  J am e s  
P. Can-non
(o lo th )  $2.75 (p lu s  15c) ( )
(p a p e r )  $2.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )

H I S T O R Y  O F  A M E R I C A N  
T R O T S K Y I S M  b y  J am e s  P. 
C an n o n
(c lo th )  $2.75 (.p lus 1 5c ) ( )
(p a p e r )  (2 .00  p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  E C O N O M IC  B A S IS  O F
P O L I T I C S  by  C h a r le s  B e a rd  
(p a p e r )  $1.25 (p lu s  10 c ) ( )

T H E  S T R A N G E  C A R E E R  O F  
J I M  C H O W  by  C. V a n n  W o o d 
w a r d  ( p a p e r )  $1.50 ( p lu s  10c)

( )
A U T O M A T IO N  A N D  S O C IA L
P R O G R E S S  by S. L i l ] e y .  ( O r ig 
ins'll y $3.75) $3.26 (p lu s  15c)

( )
R I  S S IA  2 0  Y E A R S  A F T E R  b y
V ic to r  S erg e . A v e te ra n  o f the  
O c to b e r R e v o lu t io n  a nd  S ta 
lin 's  p ris o n s  d r a w s  th e  b a l 
an ce  shee t o f a  re v o lu t io n  b e 
t ra y e d . (o lo th )  $3.50 ( )

T H E  L O N G  D U S K  b y  V ic to r  
S erg e . A n o ve l. A n t i - fa s c is t
and a n t i  - S ta l in is t  re fu g e e s
c a u g h t in  F ra n c e  by  N a z i In 
vas io n . T h e  begin-nl'ngs o f r e 
s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n t. ( O r ig in a l 
ly  $2.75) $1.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )

A M E R I C A N  L A B O R  S T R U G 
G L E S  b y  S a m tie l Y e lle n . ( p a 
p e r )  $1.50 (p lu s  15c) (  )

T H E  C O M I N G  O F  T H E
F R E N C H  R E V O L U T I O N  B y
G e o rg e s  L e fe b v re  (p a p e r )  $.95 
(p lu s  10c) ( )

H U N G A R I A N  T R A G E D Y  b y
P e te r  F r y e r .  T h e  a u th o r  w a s  
H u n g a r ia n  c o rre s p o n d e n t fo r  
th e  L o n d o n  D a i ly  W o r k e r .
H e re  is th e  e y e w itn e s s  s to ry  
o f th e  u p r is in g  h is  p a p e r  
w o u ld n 't  p r in t ,  (p a p e r )  $ 1.00  
(p lu s  10c) ( )

L A B O R :  F R E E  A N D  S L A V E
by B e rn a rd  M a.ndel. Im p o r ta n t  
h is to r ic a l s tu d y  o f  la b o r  and  
an t ¡ -s la  v e ry  m o v e m e n ts . ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $3.00) $1.00 (p lu s  (1 0 c )

( )
I . W . W .  b y  P a u l B ris s e n d e n . 
T h e  c la s s ic  s tu d y  o f th e  W o b 
b ly  m o v e m e n t. (O r ig in a l ly  
$7.50) $5.75 (p lu s  15c) ( )
L O O K IN G  B A C K W A R D  b v  E d 
w a rd  B e lla m y . T h e  fa m o u s  
n o v e l o f a  s o c ia lis t  u to p ia . 
$1.25 (p h is  15c) ( )
T H E  H A W K  A N D  T H E  S U N  
by B y ro n  R eeoe. A  n o v e l b y  a  
S o u th e rn e r  a b o u t a  ly n c h in g  
in a s m a ll to w n . ( O r ig in a l ly  
$3.00) $1.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
T H E  I R O N  H E E L  by  J a c k  
L o n d o n . T h e  fa m o u s  n o ve l p r e 
d ic t in g  t o t a l i t a r ia n  ru le  a nd  
r e v o lt  a g a in s t  it .  $2.00 (p lu s  
15c) ( )
C A S E  O F  T H E  L E G L E S S  V E T 
E R A N  b y  J am es  K u tc h e r . T h e  
c e le b ra te d  w it'C h -h u n t. v ic t im
te lls  h is  s to ry , (p a ip er) $1.00 
(p lu s  15c) ( )

B y  M a r x  a n d  E n g e ls

C A P I T A L  by K a r l  M a r x  
V o l. I  $2.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
V o l. I I  $1.75 (p lu s  15c) ( )
B o th  fo r  $3.50 (p lu s  25c) ( )

H I S T O R Y  O F  E C O N O M IC  T H E 
O R I E S  by K a r l  M a rx  (V o l .  4
o f C a p ita l)  $3.00 (p lu s  15c)

( )
M A R X  - E N G E L S  S E L E C T E D  
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  $1.50 (p lu s  
15c) ( )

M A R X  A N D  E N G E L S  O N
B R I T A I N  $2.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  H O L Y  F A M I L Y  by  M a rx
a n d  E n g e ls . $1.35 (p lu s  15c)

( )
D I A L E C T I C S  O F  N A T U R E  by
F r e d e r ic k  E n g e ls  $1.50 (p lu s  
15c) ( )

K A R L  M A R X  A N D  T H E  
C L O S E  O F  H I S  S Y S T E M  by
B o h m -B a w c r k  w i th  a re p ly  by  
R u d o lp h  H i l f e r d in g  $3.50 (p lu s  
15c) ( )

T H E  L O G I C  O F  M A R X I S M  by
W i l l i a m  F . W a r d e . (m im e o 
g ra p h e d ) $1.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  C A P 
I T A L I S M  I N  R U S S IA  by V . I.
L e n in . $1.75 (p lu s  15c) ( )

W l l A T  IS  E C O N O M IC S ?  B y  R o 
sa L u x e m b u r g  (m im eo g rap h e d -, 
s t i f f  coverts). T h e  o n ly  E n g lis h  
tra n s la t io n . $l.f)'0 (.p lus 15c)

( )
T H E  F  O  U  N  D  A  T  I O N S  O F  
C H R I S T I A N I T Y  by K a r l  K a u t -  
s k y . A  M a r x is t  c lassic. ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $5.50) $3.00 (p lu s  15c)

( )
C A P I T A L I S M  A N D  S O C IA L IS M  
O N  T R I A L  by F r i t z  S te rn b e rg . 
(O r ig in a l ly  $7.00) $2.50 (p lu s
15c) ( )

T H E  J E W I S H  a i ' E S T I O N — A  
M A R X I S T  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N
by A . L e o n . E x c e l le n t  h is to ry  
and a n a ly s is .
(c lo th )  $1.50 (p lu s  15e) ( )
(p a p e r )  $1.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
T I T O  S P E A K S  by V la d o  D e d i-  
je r .  B iogra.ph.v o f th e  Y u g o 
s la v  le a d e r  by h is  th e n  sec
re ta r y . (O r ig in a l ly  $3.50) $1.00 
(p lu s  15c) ( )
T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  A  L I T 
E R A R Y  R A D I C A L .  B y  R a n d 
o lph  B o u rn e . E s s ay s  by  th e  
ta le n te d  A m e r ic a n  re b e l o f th e  
W o r ld  W a r  I  p e rio d . ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $3.75) $1.65 (p lu s  15c)

( )
T H E  P H IL O S O P H Y  O F  H E G E L
by W . T . S tace.
(c lo th )  $3.98 (p lu s  15c) ( )
(p a p e r )  $1.9S (p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  E S S E N C E  O F  C H R I S 
T I A N I T Y  b y  L u d w ig  F e u e r 
bach . T h e  bo ok  so im p o r ta n t
in  d e v e lo p m e n t o f M a rx 's  
th o u g h t (p a p e r )  $1.45 (p lu s  
15c) ( )
D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  M O N IS T  
V I E W  O F  H I S T O R Y  b y  G. V . 
P le k h a n o v . A  M a r x is t  c lass ic  
w h ic h  b e a rs  its  fo rm id a b le  t i 
t le  bec a u s e  In  D e fe n s e  o f  M a 
te r ia l is m  w o u ld n  t. g e t  by  th e  
C z a r is t  cen sor. L o n g  u n a v a i l 
a b le . $1.35 (p lu s  15c) ( )
F E R D I N A N D  L A S A L L E  —  R o 
m a n t ic  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  by D a 
v id  F o o tm a n . A n  e x c e lle n t  b i 
o g ra p h y  o f  th e  c o n tro v e rs ia l  
G e rm a n  s o c ia lis t  p io n e e r. ( O r ig 
in a l ly  $3.50) $1.00 (p lu s  15c)

( )
T H E  S O t^ IA L  P H I L O S O P H Y  
O F  W I L L I A M  M O R R I S  by A .
von H e ln v h o ltz -P h e la n . Biogr
a p h y  o f  th e  g r e a t  E n g lis h  

poot a n d  a r t is t  w h o  w a s  a  
fo u n d e r  o f  th e  s o c ia lis t  m o v e 
m e n t. ( O r ig in a l ly  $3.50) $2.00
(p lu s  15c) ( )
N E G R O E S  O N  T H E  M A R C H  —
A  F r e n c h m a n 's  R e p o r t  o n  t h e  
A m e r ic a n  N e g r o  S t r u g g l e .  B y  
D a n ie l G u e r in . Best, bo ok  on  
th e  m o d e rn  h is to ry  a nd  p re s 
e n t  s ta g e  o f N e g ro  s tru g g le ,  
(c lo th )  $2.00 (p lu s  15c) ( )
(p a p e r )  $1.5-0 (p lu s  15c) ( )

P a y m e n t m u s t a c c o m p a n y  o r 
d er. M a k e  c h e c ks  a n d  m o n ey  
o rd e rs  to :

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

Two Denver 
GroupsHear
SWP Views

D E N V E R , Dec. 5 —  Two very 
succesful meetings took place 
here yesterday. Theodore Ed
wards, Socialist Workers Party  
Educational Director fo r South
ern California, replaced M urry  
Weiss, when the latter became 
ill and was unable to keep his 
scheduled speaking engagements 
in Denver. In  the afternoon, close 
to 70 students heard Edwards 
present the SW P views on “The 
Role and Need fo r a Third Party  
in American Politics.” This meet
ing- was .held on the campus of 
Colorado University a t Boulder, 
and was sponsored by the “In 
quirers,” a new student group 
organized on campus w ith the 
purpose of presenting contro
versial speakers to the student 
body. The student audience asked 
many questions about socialism 
and the role of revolutionary so
cialists in the coming struggles 
predicted by the speaker.

Wednesday evening, the Denver 
Labor Alliance, a new discussion 
group organized fo r presenting 
and discussing all views within  
the labor movement, hearci Ed
wards speak on “ W hat Road to 
Peace.” In  the audience were 
local Smith Act defendants and 
others who welcomed support of 
their civil liberties extended by 
the speaker. The differing points 
of view of the Communist Party  
and of the SW P on “peaceful 
coexistence” were discussed in a 
comradely atmosphere.

As a result of the meetings 
a number of people sympathetic 
to the Socialist Workers Party  
and to its advocacy of inde
pendent working class political 
action pledged to put the SW P  
national candidates on the ballot 
in Colorado in the next elec
tions.

Q uill Strikes M ilitan t Pose Bakery Workers 
Wage Fight to Build 
Democratic Union

By Fred Halstead
One of the developents o f the AFL4CIO convention in 

A tlan tic  C ity Dec. 5-12 was the chartering o f a r iva l 
union to the expelled Bakery and Confectionery Workers.
Formation of the new union, the®-  
American Bakery and Confec-

Buffalo Meeting 
Discusses Sputnik
B U F F A L O , Dec. 9 —  “The 

Rise of Sputnik and the Fall 
of the Stock M arket” was the 
subject of a meeting held at 
the M ilitan t Forum, Sunday 
evening, Dec. 8. The Courier 
Express and the Buffalo  
Evening News both estimated 
attendance at about 75 per
sons, in their coverage of the 
meeting.

M urry  Weiss, associate 
editor of# the M ilitant, was 
originally scheduled as speak
er, but illness prevented him 
from coming to. Buffalo. The 
meeting was addressed by 
Samuel Ballan, Erie County 
Chairman of the SW P who 
emphasized that, “The planned 
economy of the Soviet Union 
made possible its launching 
Of the f irs t  satellite and de
monstrates its superiority 
over the profit system of the 
capitalist world.” A  spirited 
question session lasted for 
over an hour. A telegram was 
sent to M urry Wreiss wishing 
him a speedy recovery from  
his illness.

Transport Wrorkers President Quill at a rally of striking  
bus drivers in 1953. The vacant “ reserved” seat was for Mayor 
Im pellitteri who was bucking the strike. During the recent 
motormen's strike Quill emerged as a closa supporter of strike
breaking Mayor1 W'.agner.

. . .  N.Y. Subway Workers

Hold Philadelphia 
Smith-Act Meting

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Dec. 6 —  
The outright acquittal by the 
U.S. Court of Appeals of four 
of the nine Philadelphia Smith 
Act defendants and the setting 
aside of the conviction of the 
other five was celebrated at a 
gathering here tonight of 125 
fighters for civil liberties. Last 
month freedom was won by Ben 
Wreiss, Sherman Labovits, Irw in  
Katz and W'alter Lowenfels. The 
government must now decide if  
it  is to attem pt a re tria l of 
Dave Davis, Thomas Nabried, 
Joseph Roberts, Joseph Kuzman 
and Robert Klonsky. .Speakers at 
the meeting were Steve Nelson, 
recently freed in the Pittsburgh 
Smith Act case; Rev. Father 
Kenneth Ripley Forbes; .Sol 
Rothenberg, recently subpoenaed 
by the Eastland committee and 
Ben W'eiss.

Jack Zucker, prominent in  the 
work 'of the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee here, pre
sided a t the gathering. In open
ing the meeting he read a greet
ing from  the Philadelphia So
cialist W orkers P arty, hailing  
the victory and calling- for re
lease of those still imprisoned 
under the act.

The tenor of the speeches was 
expressed in the declaration by 
Ben Weiss that “ We four are 
going to keep fighting . . .  to 
make the government dismiss 
the indictment agajnst the five  
who are still hostages .of the 
cold w ar th a t hadn’t ended.

(Continued from page 1)

stay on the job around the clock. 
Beds and meals were provided 
and a 25% bonus plus overtime 
paidyi Non - striking motormen 
were thus able to make almost 
$1Q0! per day. Pay checks for 
past work were withheld from  
the strikers.

W IN  S Y M P A T H Y
In  the face of all this, at least 

half the motormen stayed out the 
fu ll time and a solid m ajority  
struck fo r the f irs t few  days. 
They won the sympathy of the 
city’s working class.

The motormen finally settled 
fo r a promise of “no summary 
reprisals,” and release of their 
jailed leaders. In  addition, Louis 
Waldman, the M B A  lawyer 
presented to the .meeting which 
voted the strike’s end, a promise 
from  Republican state legisla
tors. The lawmakers w ill push a 
bill transferring authority to 

determine bargaining units from  
the Transit Authority to a state 
agency- Waldman, an ex-member 
ol the Social Democratic Federa
tion, is said to have Republican 
political connections.

But the subway workers w ill 
get no more from deals with 
the Republicans than they got 
from Quill’s deals w ith the 
Democrats. The strength of their 
struggle was in its mass action 
by the rank-and-file independent 
ol any deals w ith capitalist poli
ticians.

Their weakness was that the 
demand fo r cra ft recognition 
limited the strike to a section of 
the subway workers^ Although  
they gained'the sympathy of the 
overwhelming m ajority, t h e y  
could not involve them in direct 
action w ith  the craft demand. 
The problem now is to take ad
vantage of the consciousness of 
rank-and-file strength that the 
strike has generated to build a 
m ilitant, democratic opposition 
within the ranks of the T W U . 
Then Q uill’s machine can be 
defeated and the subway work
ers w ill control a union powerful 
enough to win them substantial 
gains. The very existence of 
strong, industrial unionism in 
all of New York C ity’s transit 
depends upon a m ilitant opposi
tion within the T W U .

PROSPECTS GOOD
The prospects fo r such a 

development have never been 
better. Quill is discredited even 
among his Tammany pals. The 
Dec. 13 N. Y . World Telegram  
quotes “ one of the most powerful 
figures in state and city politics” 
as saying: “M ike -was in good 
shape as long as he promised 
the subways would keep running. 
But he couldn’t deliver.”

And as fa r as a great many 
subway workers are concerned, 
they hate Quill’s dictatorship 
and his sellouts, whic'h are ren
dered all the more odious to 
them by his fake talk of fighting  
the bosses.

A t one of the recent jam - 
packed M BA strike meetings, a 
motorman brought down the

house w ith  an im itation of the 
high-pitched (bluster of Michael 
J. Quill. Even the reporters 
present doubled up w ith laughter.

The same afternoon, across 
town, Quill himself was speak
ing to a group of his henchmen 
gathered in fro n t of a hall which 
had been rented fo r a meeting 
by some T W U  bus drivers not 
connected w ith  the subway 
system. The drivers wanted to 
discuss their own contract nego- 
tiatians. They had not been able 
to do so at their regular local 
meeting, they said, because they 
couldn’t  get the floor. The "un
offic ial” meeting had been called 
o ff at the last moment for fear 
of violence on the p art of 
Quill’s men, but a false rumor 
had spread that the drivers 
might strike the buses the fo l
lowing morning.

T H R E A T E N S  V IO L E N C E
‘‘I f  they stop one 'bus,” said 

Quill to his henchmen, “give 
’em the works.” One of Quill’s 
“organizers” in the crowd caught 
hold of a bus driver who had 
\ome to discuss the contract. 

“Of course you couldn’t  ta lk  at 
the local meeting,” he said. “ I t  
was too noisy. There’s too much 
democracy around. People are 
taking advantage of it.” The bus 
driver shrugged loose and walked 
away in silence. But across town, 
the motormen laughed at Quill.

The next day, the last day of 
the strike, the subway represen
tation election was held. Last 
time, in 1954, the T W U  got 25,- 
108 votes out of 29,017 cast. 
This time almost half the work
ers answered the M B A ’s call to 
boycott the election. The T W U  
got only 10,000 of the 15,000 
votes cast. The remaining voters 
chose one of the smaller unions 
or voided their ballots w ith  
penciled remarks such as: “To 
H ell with Quill.” “Anything but 
Quill.” “TWrU without Quill.’

tionery Workers (A B C ) w a s  
supported by 275 members of 
the old union who were dele
gated to attend the convention 
as “guests” by locals which op
posed the intrenched machine 
of the union’s president, James 
Cross.

The opposition had u n i t e d  
aro,und the “ In tegrity  Commit
tee,” consisting of four mem- 
bur's of the union’s executi’ s 
board who broke with Cro s 
afte r he was directed to resij i 
by the A F L -C IO  because he had 
been exposed before the McClel
lan committee. The 275 “guest"’ 
delegates said they represented 
109 locals w ith about h a lf the 
mniotn’s membership of 125,000.

The leaders of the “In tegrity  
Committee,” who now' hold the 
AiBC charter, confined them
selves to pledges to obey A F L -  
CIO directives. “We don’t know 
anything about changes,” said 
one of them. “We  just want to 
change .the administration, clean 
it  up. W e haven't any more 
plans beyond th a t.”

S EE P L E N T Y  TO C H A N G E
M any of the 275 "guests,” 

however, are local leaders or 
workers from  the shops who are 
figh ting  to extend union de
mocracy. A  working baker from  
local 165 in Patterson, New  
Jersey said: “I f  you are a  pet 
of Cross’, i f  you Lack his boys, 
you get help, i f  you don’t, you 
don’t get anything. We were on 
a fo ur-m o nth 's  >t r  i k e  and we 
asked fo r help and were ig 
nored completely.”

Another said: “ W e’ve had
Cross’ number fo r a long time. 
We are goijng to cha|nge things 
so the international executive 
bos r̂d doesn’t have the power 
they now have. We waint to p ar
ticipate in negotiations so we 
dorn’t get sold out.”

“We arc going to make some 
changes in t h e  constitution,” 
said a member of .New Vork 
C ity  local 50, “ to give more au
tonomy to the .local unions, 
more control over local con
tracts and negotiations.” “I t ’s 
a real rank-and-file movement 
in our shop,” s a i d  another 
baker, “we are financing our
selves by voluntary donations 
of $1 from  almost every mem
ber in the p lant.”

Beside the Bakers, the con
vention expelled the 1.3 million- 
member International Brother
hood of Teamsters and the 70,- 
000 member Laundry W orkers  
Union. AFlL-GIO officials said 
there was no plan fo r a riva l 
to the Teamsters and that laun
dry locals that wanted to break 
w ith the expelled union could 
apply fo r direct affilia tion  char
ters. The D istille ry  W orkers  
Union was continued on “proba-

M E A N Y

tion,” and the Textile  Workers 
Union and the Allied Industrial 
W orkers w e r e  removed from  
suspension a fte r accepting A F L -  
CIO  directives to oust a few  
top leaders and accept monitor- 
ship by the A F L -C IO  Executive 
Council.

Cooperation w ith  the McClel
lan committee w'as the real 
keynote of the convention w ith  
economic questions pushed to 
the background. The convention 
went on record in favor of 'bar
gaining demands fo r h i g h e r  
wages and shorter hours, but 
failed to make preparations fo r  
or to seriously discuss the fig h t  
which w ill be necessary to win 
such demands.

A  resolution was passed pledg
ing “fu ll cooperation w ith  all 
proper investigations” by gov
ernment committees. I t  was 
qualified by an expression of 
“deep concern that the Senate 
.Select Committee [M cClellan’s] 
may aUow itself to be used fo r  
political retaliation, and as a 
forum  fo r the display of an ti
union propaganda.”

•In speaking fo r this resolu
tion, E m il M azey, ¡Secretary- 
Treasurer of the United A uto
mobile W'orkers, pointed o u t  
that investigators fo r the Com
m ittee w  e r e  working against 
the UAW'. He lim ited his attack  
to the Republican members of 
the committee, however, and to  
this mild threat: “ We ought to  
te ll the McClellan Committee 
th a t i f  they expect our fu ll co
operation then w.e should expect 
rules ajnd regulations and con
duct that w ill give the A m eri
can labor movement and any 
other grqup they investigate 
fa ir  play and honest play.”

A  $62 a week truckdriver and 
his fam ily of ten were evicted 
into the street on Nov. 15 by the 
City of New Y ork because the 
owner of the building said he 
needed the apartm ent fo r storage 
space fo r his business.
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in the U .S ............. the social and
political nature of the struggle 
w i 1 1 be generally democratic, 
not socialist.”

The Foster document is re
plete w ith left-w ing  phraseolo
gy designed to capitalize on the 
sentiments of those who want 
to rebuild the CP as an e f
fective instrum ent fo r partici
pation in the class struggle. But 
a careful reading of the docu
ment shows that, as before, 
Foster has no real differences 
with Bittlem an (or Gates) over 
“co-existence” or the “anti-m o
nopoly coalition.” H is “ d iffe r
ence” on the anti-monopoly co
alition reduces i t s e l f  to the 
statement that “monopoly cap
italism  must be compelled to 
accept peaceful co-existence. I t  
w ill never do so voluntarily .” 
Put aside for now is his Octo- 
'ber, 1955, prediction of a U.S. 
“peace movement” 'tha t would 
embrace “ im portant sections of 
the bourgeoisie and even of mo
nopoly capital itse lf.”

D O U B L E -T A L K ,

H is call fo r revival of the 
slogan of a “Labor - Fanner 
p arty” is also left-w ing  win
dow dressing. In  the section of 
his document scheduled to ap
pear in the January Political 
A ffa irs , Foster hastens to add 
on this point, " In  'this agitation, 
however, we must, as the main 
resolution states, realize that 
the Labor-Farm er party is ‘not 
the only form ' of mass politicail 
action,” This means giving lip

service to a labor party, but 
continuing support to the Dem
ocrats.

But i f  Foster is in baisic 
agreement w ith Gates on these 
programmatic p o i n t s ,  then 
w hat’s the shooting about? An  
im portant clue to what is real
ly a t issue is found in Foster’s 
restatement of his opposition to 
the CP participating in the pres
ent "regroupment” discussions 
among radicals as expressed in 
such bodies ' as the American 
Forum -For .Socialist Education.

Foster is opposed to such dis
cussion because i t  necessarily 
sparks a continuation of discus
sion within the CP itself. I t  is 
this that he is fighting  to 
stamp out. In  line with Mos
cow, he wants to drive every 
disscmting voice out of the P ar
ty. Even if  it  means reducing it 
to a totally isolated sect, Foster 
is determined to return  the CP 
to its  previous status as an 
ideological echo of the Soviet 
P arty.

H e w ill not even settle for 
such capitulation as was made 
by Gates a t the national con
vention w ith t h e  disgraceful 
“compromise” agreement that 
the party neither “ condemn nor 
condone” the Soviet interven
tion in Hungary.

Foster now* writes: “ The P ar
ty must elim inate from  its work 
t h e  recently developed B ig h t 
tendency to snipe a t the USSR- 
. . . A special task fo r our 
P arty is to realize that the in
tervention in Hungary was im 
perative. . . . The O PUSA is 
the only Communist P arty  in

the world which does not takfe 
this realistic stand.”

Nevertheless, Foster’s drive to 
recast the CP into its pre-20th 
Congress mold w ill take a lcrt. 
of doing. The source of th e . CP 
crisis lies in the fac t th a t the 
Khrushchev revelations served, 
among other things, to smash 
the monolithic structure of the 
Am erican CP. And when the  
floodgates of rank-and-file c rit
icism opened it  became clear 
that a big m ajority  of the mem
bership including many opposed 
to Gates, above all else w ant 
an end to ideological domination 
from  abroad.

A t  the last convention, a let
ter from  Duelos, sim ilar to the 
one that dumped Browder in 
1945, was rejected by the dele
gates out of hand. Prior to the 
20th Congress of the . S o v i e t  
Communist P arty, an attack in  
Kommunist on the D a ily  W ork
er editor would have been syn
onymous w ith his finish. Today 
Foster must try  to ra lly  the 
ranks to do the job.

Meanwhile, the Gates wing is 
faced with the question of its fu 
ture. Its  main source of strength  
w ith in  the CP today lies w ith  
those who are in revolt against 
Stalinism a<nd who want the 
free discussion necessary fo r ar
riving at socialist answers. But 
the fa ilure of Gates alnd his as
sociates in the leadership to  
break w ith the class-collabora- 
tidnist politics developed under 
Stalinism impairs their capacity 
to  ¡resist the revival of S talin 
is t nionolithism.
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