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1. Tito-Khrushchev Meetings
Khrushchev’s visit to Tito’s Adriatic 

headquarters on the Island of Brioni, fol
lowed by Tito’s return visit to Khrush
chev’s Yalta resort on the Black Sea, for 
a total of 16 days of conferences, has 
aroused a sensation in the world capitalist 
press. - Speculation and rumor are rife 
regarding the meaning of these unpre
cedented talks which have been official
ly  described as “ vacations.”

In the welter of reports, guesses and 
counter-guesses one salient fact emerges: 
the main clue to what the Kremlin tops 
are talking about with Tito and other 
East European government heads is not 
to be found at the vacation resorts of 
either the Black Sea or the Adriatic but 
in the courtroom of Poznan, an industrial 
town in Poland, where participants in the 
June 28 general-strike uprising are now 
on trial.

We have no way of judging the accu
racy of current reports on the exact line
up within the Kremlin and the precise 
role Tito is playing in these internal strug
gles. Nor is this necessary fo r understand
ing the major factors underlying the 
crisis of the Soviet bureaucracy. An abun
dant and verified body of evidence al
ready exists to enable us to arrive at 
such an understanding.

The firs t fundamental factor in the 
crisis is the revolutionary ferment among 
the industrial workers of the Soviet or
bit. In the long run this ferment spells 
the doom of the bureaucratic, caste in the 
Soviet Union and the restoration of So
viet democracy through the revolutionary 
action of the Soviet masses.

Eor over three decades the rule of the 
privileged bureaucracy was maintained 
through the violent destruction of the

institutions of workers’ democracy: the 
Bolshevik1 party, the Soviets and the trade 
unions. Now the Russian revolution is 
experiencing a rebirth. The Soviet fnasses 
are preparing to overthrow the bureau
cratic usurpers.

The firs t major sign that a gigantic 
mass force was coming to life within 
the Soviet orbit was the East German 
general-strike uprising on June 17, 1953. 
On the heels of the East German uprising 
a deep crisis developed within the cama
rilla of Stalin’s heirs in the Kremlin; the 
head of the secret police, Beria, and all 
who were closely associated with him were 
purged.

Unquestionably the general-strike and 
uprising of the Poznan workers last June 
has again shaken the Soviet bureaucracy 
to its foundations. Poznan has produced 
another spasm of internal struggle w ith
in the ruling group over the question of 
how to cope with the revolutionary threat. 
Have Bulganin and Khrushchev gone too 
far in permitting “ democratization?” Has 
rendering Tito legitimate loosened the 
grip of the Kremlin upon the East Euro
pean regimes? \Vhich will do more to 
save the regime: concessions or repres
sions? These are the questions before the 
Soviet bureaucratic chiefs.
' What is most alarming to the Kremlin 
about Poznan is the inability of the Pol
ish government to follow through after 
its firs t moves to engage in ruthless 
frame-ups and repressions. Instead, the 
carefully prepared trials are turning into 
a political forum in which the crimes of 
the bureaucratic caste are being exposed. 
And sections of the Polish bureaucracy 
itself manifest a susceptibility to mass 
pressure.

Polish Rulers Fear to Impose Heavy Seateates

2. Bureaucrats in Crisis
The Poznan uprising, then, is the im

mediate cause of the current feverish ac
tiv ity  and inner struggles among the 
Kremlin and East European rulers.

The .crisis within the Soviet bureaucracy 
Is deep and irreversible. The broadest 
basis for it  was laid by the expansion 
of the Soviet orbit following World War 
II. Even before Stalin died the main out
lines of this crisis were clearly visible.

The victory of the Chinese revolution 
in 1949 introduced a profound cleavage 
within the world Stalinist monolith. The 
Very taking of power by the Chinese Com
munist Party was accomplished in con
flic t with the Kremlin and against the 
express wishes of Stalin himself. Stalin 
wanted the Chinese Communists to form 
a coalition government with the foreign 
imperialist underling, Chiang Kai-shek. 
But the laws of the permanent revolution 
were more powerful than Stalin’s class- 
oollaboration blueprints. A coalition with 
the Chinese bourgeoisie couldn’t  solve the 
basic problems of the Chinese revolution: 
the liberation of the peasant from the 
exploitation of the landlord-capitalist com
bination and the liberation of China from 
foreign imperialist domination. Swept 
along by a great social upheaval of the 
Chinese toilers the Communist Party en
tered the cities and drove Chiang Kai- 
shek o ff the mainland. The expropriation 
of the economic and political power of 
the feeble Chinese capitalist class became 
inevitable.

With the new power of a Chinese work
ers’ state on the arena, the world struc
ture of Stalinism suffered a profound al
teration. There were now two major pow
er centers within the Soviet world orbit.

The Chinese CP regime, although suffer
ing bureaucratic deformations at birth, 
now became a rival pole of attraction to 
the Kremlin for the revolutionary masses 
of- Asia. J

A similar process took place in Eastern 
Europe. Yugoslavia — where the Com
munist Party earned through a mass revo
lution and not a bureaucratic-military, 
Kremlin-manipulated overturn, as in the 
rest of Eastern Europe — came into ir 
reconcilable conflict with the dictatorial 
rule of the Kremlin. This conflict took 
open form because Stalin imagined he 
could crush the Yugoslavs with “ one 
blow.”

The restoration last year of “ normal 
relations” between Tito and Khrushchev- 
Bulganin did not signify a genuine easing 
of the conflict. I t  showed, rather, the in
capacity of the Kremlin to keep the Yugo
slavs outlawed. I t  “ legalized” the Kremlin 
Belgrade rivalry. A t the same time it  tied 
this rivalry to sharpening conflicts among 
the Moscow bureaucratic rulers them
selves.

Still another aspect of the crisis can be 
seen in the repercussions to the destruc
tion of the Stalin cult within the Com
munist parties throughout the world 
Every Communist party was left to its 
own devices. A ll were gripped by the most 
profound internal crises, battered from 
the left by the revolutionary criticism 
of the militants in the ranks and from 
the right by the savage pressure of capi
talism. The old method of settling d iffer
ences or disturbances within a Commu
nist party by a simple decree from the 
Kremlin has obviously lost all efficacy. 
The Kremlin has more problems than it  
can handle.

By Fred Halstead
The verdict of the firs t tr ia l 

of participants in the June 28 
general-strike and uprising at 
Poznan Poland shows the Stal
inist. rulers in further retreat 
from the crude repression and 
frame-ups with which t h y  firs t 
met that movement. Three young 
man. two 18 and one 20 years 
old, were convicted October 4 
o f attacking a security police
man who was killed in 'the June 
demonstrations. They were sen
tenced to prison terms of up to 
iour-and-one-half years.

These sentences are “ lenient” 
i f  one remembers the original 
charge that the demonstrations 
were the work of “ imperialist 
agents-provocateurs”  and i f  one 
remembers that the three were 
indicted fo r “ murder.”  The court, 
i t  is clear, was afraid to incite 
mass indignation by imposing 
heavier punishment.

On the other hand, the regime 
is s till Ibent on making i t  clear 
that resistance to their bureau-

cratic repression is dangerous. 
The young men who attacked the 
police because the police had at
tacked workers are to suffer for 
it.

In handing down the guilty 
verdict, the judge repeated the 
official fantasy that the tr ia l 
“had nothing to do w ith politics.” 
This, of course completely con
tradicts the Polish government’s 
f irs t version, which has never 
been o ffic ia lly retracted but on
ly  shelved, that the actions o f 
the demonstrators had been in 
spired iby capitalist agents. “ The 
only politics of the accused.”  the 
judge continued, “ was to enjoy 
themselves, to rob, and to wreck.”

This had 'been the line of the 
prosecution. I t  was answered by 
Stanislaw Hejmowski, one o f the 
defense lawyers in his summary 
quoted in  the October 5 New 
York Times. Hejmowski referred 
to a famous painting o f the 
French Revolution by Delacroix 
showing a young woman on the 
barricades and ;by- her side youths 
w ith pistol and rifle.

“ I f  the K ing’s police had won 
the battle,”  the defense attorney 
said, “ the prosecutors of that 
time would have dragged these 
young people into court and call
ed them hooligans and criminal 
elements. But since the revolu
tion was won, they are national 
heroes, and their picture has be
come a symbol o f revolution.”

The considerable concessions 
which the Stalinists made to free 
speech in the courtroom are not 
extended to the press in the East
ern European countries.

Even in Poznan there is cen
sorship. Thus, the Poznan news
paper, Qlos Wielkopski, inserted 
a note over a story i t  ran on the 
trials. The note said that the re
port was from  the Polish news 
agency rather than from the 
paper’s own reporter “ fo r rea
sons, (beyond the control o f our 
reporter and of our editorial 
board.”  This reveals, on one 
hand, the fear that the bureauc
racy has of allowing the fu ll 
story of the uprising and its 
implications to get broad circula-

Tanks C ou ld  N o t H a lt  Mass D iscon ten t

Pictured above is a "S'hviet "tank used against East Berlin workers in the June 1953 East Ger
man general strike. Tanks were also used against workers in the Poznan demonstration this 
June. The Polish government now admits it was an authentic workers demonstration over 
legitimate grievances.

Hungarian Writers Hit 
Bureaucrats’ Privileges

tion, and on the other, the in 
spiration which the mass move
ment has given some to defy the 
¡bureaucracy's edicts, 'if only 
through a notice to its readers 
intimating that a story has been 
censored.

The Polish regime began to 
deal with the Poznan uprising 
with the announced intention of 
metii\g out ruthless and heavy 
punishment. I t  appears that a 
section of the ruling group be
came convinced that they could 
not go through with .that plan.

( I t  is s till possible that the 
regime may try  to impose heavy 
sentences in some cases, however. 
In a second tr ia l of nine youths, 
the prosecutor demanded the 
death penalty, according to an 
Oct. 8 Associated Press report, 
although the indictment in this 
case was not as severe as in the 
case of the three. “ Spectators 
appeared shocked by the de
mand,”  says the report. I t  re
mains to be seen how fa r the 
government w ill dare to go.)

REGIME’S DILEMMA
Another indication of the bu

reaucracy’s uncertainty and fear 
of the mass reaction to their 
system of “ justice”  is the post
ponement of four new tria ls that 
were scheduled to .begin thisweek. 
So fa r only 22 of the 154 persons 
being held as a result of the up
rising have been brought to tria l. 
A  report that the “ Government 
had decided to end the Poznan 
r io t tria ls because they had be
come embarrassing”  is quoted in 
the October 8 New York Times 
as being unconfirmed, but very 
popular.

The vacillation and contradic
tory actions of the CP rulers in 
these tria ls reflect the very real 
dilemma which faces them. That 
is, how to ■maintain their power 
and privileges in the face of ris 
ing mass opposition.

¡The method was once simple: 
brutal repression, slander and 
frame-up of all who resisted. But 
those methods only work when 
the mass movement is crushed, 
and when each individual who 
wants to resist feels done and 
helpless. That is not now the case. 
Police bullets are met w ith a 
near insurrection; an attempt at 
censorship is met w ith evasion; 
each repressive act arouses an
gry protest.

The dilemma is also reflected 
in a crisis w ithin the ruling c ir
cles. Wladyslaw Gomulka, ex
party head who was expelled in. 
li>48 as a “ T ito is t”  and who 
spent four years in prison, is ex
pected to be restored soon to 
leadership in the CP,

HUNGARIAN EVENTS
Gomulka is reported to have 

joined the faction advocating in
creased liberalization, reports 
Sydney Gruson from Poznan, 
Oct. 8. There is “ a growing cri
sis w ith in  the leadership o f the 
party. Gomulka’s presence [a t a 
coming Central Committee meet
ing], i t  is hoped, w ill do some
thing to restore the situation.”  
‘‘Support fo r the leadership, even 
among the mass of Communists,”  
continues Gruson, “ has been 
draining away steadily.”

The seething discontent of the 
masses which the Poznan events 
brought to the surface in Po
land is widespread throughout 
Eastern Europe, and i9 at the 
bottom of the present crisis of 
post-Stalinist bureaucratic rule.

The most recent sign of this 
was in Budapest, Oct. C, when 
the coffins of Laszlo Rajk and 
three other ex-CP leaders, who 
were executed as “ Titoists”  in 
1949, were removed from un
marked graves and given hon
orary re-burial. An unexpected 
crowd estimated by the Asso
ciated Press at 290,000 persons 
showed up in silent demonstra
tion.

The concessions which the Stal
inists are making in the Poznan 
tria ls and elsewhere are a re
flection of their fear of the pow
er of mass opposition (and the 
consequent lessening of their 
own power), not o f their desire 
to reform themselves.

In  an interview' printed in the 
September 27 France Observa- 
teur, the Hungarian w rite r, Jud
ith  Mariassy, a prominent CP 
member, gave her opinion of 
Erno Gero, present Hungarian 
party boss, as compared w ith  
Matyas Rakosi, recently deposed 
fo r “Stalinism.”  “ Rakosi,”  s h e  
said, “ that was absolute evil 
wedded to absolute power. Gero, 
his henchman, hy the force of 
circumstances, is only the tenth 
part of the power represented 
by Rakosi.”

3. World Line-Up of Forces
Thus we see that the crisis within the 

Soviet bureaucracy has a twofold char
acter: the shattering of its world mono
lithic structure on the one hand, and the 
differentiation of various strata of the 
bureaucracy in the face of rising mass 
struggles on the other. Both aspects of 
the crisis stem from the same fundamen
tal process — the extension of the world 
anti-capitalist revolutionary movement of 
the working masses — including the revo
lutionary ferment of the workers within 
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

The U.S. Big Business policy makers 
are keenly interested in the crisis of the 
Soviet bureaucracy. The same factors 
that caused the crisis of Stalinism have 
prevented them from going through with 
their plans for a war against the Soviet 
Union and the conquest of China fo r im
perialism. Despite their demagogic decla
rations they see nothing profitable to 
capitalism in such revolutionary uprisings 
as occurred in East Germany in 1953 and 
in Poland in 1956.

But they are searching fo r pressure 
points within the bureaucratic caste. They 
remember how, at the 1945 Yalta Confer 
ence, Stalin pledged that he would insure 
European capitalist “ security”  in the 
post-war crisis. And he carried out this 
pledge by preventing the French and Ita l
ian Communist parties from taking power.

They have also had experience in pres- 
’ suring the Tito regime into supporting 
the imperialist war against the Korean 
people. The imperialists are scanning the 

^Soviet crisis to find openings for impe
rialist diplomacy. And imperialist diplo
macy is only-the prelude to imperialist 
war.

The revolutionary workers, on the other 
hand, see in the crisis of Stalinism the 
class action of their soviet fellow work
ers. They hail the struggle against the 
Kremlin rulers as part of thq world so
cialist struggle. And they do everything 
in their power to oppose imperialist diplo
matic schemes and war plans by carry
ing on the struggle for socialism in every 
country.

By Henry Gitano
Reflecting ithe growing mass 

opposition to the bureaucratic 
regime in Poland and Hungary, 
the intellectuals in  these two 
countries are stepping up their 
attacks on the luxurious way of 
life  of government and Commu
nist Party officials and on the 
oppressive measures used to de
fend the bureaucratically-acquir
ed privileges. An account of this 
growing wave of criticisms is re 
ported in the Sept. 20 issue of 
the leading French liberal week
ly, France Observateur.

Thus the Polish student news 
paper, Po Prostu, a constant 
critic of the regime during the 
last t five months, recently hits 
out at the existence of restricted 
luxury ¿hops, where generally 
unavailable items are supplied ex
clusively bo high party and gov
ernment functionaries.

A  recent Issue of Budapest’s 
Literary Gazette has denounced 
the practice of ¡many functiona
ries who use “ the ir”  o ffic ia l sec
retaries and chauffeurs as p ri
vate servants, thus establishing 
fo r themselves a princely ret
inue. i j

REPLIES TO BUREAUCRATS 
An indictment of the bureau

cratic caste’s privileges by Jud
ith  Mariassy in the Literary 
Gazette ¡hits at the "excessive 
security precautions of “ certain 
high-placed comrades.”  These in 
elude a 24-hour m ilita ry  guard 
barbed wire around their man
sions and their .gardens. “ This 
hardly resembles '"the Socialist 
dream,”  she observes.

For w riting  this article, Judith 
Massiary has been denounced by 
Szabad Nep, official Party or 
gan, as “playing the enemy’s 
game”  and providing gris t fo r 
Western journalists. She boldly 
replies to the attack by declar
ing that the time is past when 
a statement 'by Szabad Nep was 
equivalent to a decree.

“ The shame lies not in men 
Honing these luxury shops and 
mansions surrounded by barbed 
wire,”  she states, “ I t  lies in  the 
very .existence of these shops 
and viilas. Cease the privileges 
and they w ill no more be spoken 
of.”  She also reports receiving 
“ innumerable letters and phone

calls”  encouraging her and de
nouncing Szabad Nep’s e ffo rt to 
“ discredit *and silence”  her.

In  a demand fo r fu ll intellec
tual freedom, George Lukács 
writes in the July issue of the 
CP theoretical organ, Tarsadalmi 
Szemle, that; Stalinist dogma
tism, with its propensity to "set
tle a ll intellectual problems by 
administrative means”  was nour
ished by the conviction that 
“ Communist ideologists could not 
win against their ideological ad
versaries in open- discussion ex 
oept by fa lling  back on 'the pow-

er of the party and the state.”  
He expresses the belief that “ the 
complete unfolding of democracy, 
instead of sapping the dictator
ship of the proletariat, w ill only 
act to reinforce it.”

The noted literary figure, 
T3bor Dcry, who was recently 
expelled from  the party fo r his 
attacks on bureaucratism, also 
renews his attack. In  the Sept. 
8 L iterary Gazette, 'he writes 
w ith  contempt of the past where 
"a ll thought w ith  the slighest 
orig inality was condemned as 
heresy.”

Daily Worker Retreat 
On Poznan Frame-Up

An Editorial

The Daily Worker Oct. 9 reports the sentencing of 
three young Polish workers fo r their participation in the 
June 28 general strike and workers’ uprising in Poznan. 
The report stresses the lightness of the sentences, and 
the freedom and openness of the court proceedings. Then 
it  goes on to say :

“ Attorneys for the accused conducted a vigorous de
fense, and succeeded in bringing in the economic condi
tions and other difficu lt circumstances which were at 
bottom of the Poznan riots. The Polish government has 
declared that while hooligan elements utilized the situa
tion, the causes were to be found in the poor conditions 
and insufficient outlet for the workers’ protest.”  (Our 
emphasis)

This report is in sharp contrast with the Daily Work
er’s July 2 editorial on the Poznan uprising which repeat
ed the Polish government’s frame-up slander that the 
Poznan general strike was instigated and manipulated by 
imperialist spies.

Not that the new version of the Poznan events in 
the Oct. 9 Daily Worker is accurate. I t  is false to call a 
general strike and workers’ uprising a “ riot,”  and it  is false 
to mix up activity of “ hooligans”  with the mass action 
of the workers during the struggle. Yet, this version rep
resents a retreat from the attempt to frame the Poznan 
militants as “ agents of a foreign imperialist power.”  I t  
is in line with the retreat that was forced on the Polish 
Government by the very power of the mass movement 
that represented the Poznan uprising.

I t  is now the elementary duty of the Daily Worker 
editors to explain why they repeated the frame-up charge 
in the firs t instance. The workers in the OP and the radi
cal working class as a whole deserve such an explanation.

A NEW SUEZ PLAN offered 
by U.S. oil and shipping' concerns 
to dredge and improve the Canal 
under contract w ith  the Egyptian 
Government was declared unac
ceptable, Oct. 4, by Helmi Badawi 
director general of the Egyptian 
Suez Canal Authority because i t  
called fo r control over to ll col
lections by the private corpora
tions “ to guarantee a return  on 
their investments.”

*  *  *

ISRAELI-JORDAN CLASHES
in which the Israelis have started 
to exploit their m ilita ry  strength 
“ presumably w ith the support of 
Brita in and France,”  says the 
•Sept. 29 Business Week, m ight 
force Nasser into large-scale war 
“ or see bis prestige tumble in the 
Arab world.”

*  *  *

TRIN IDAD ELECTIONS fo r
seats in the Legislative Council 
-held ¡Sept. 25 resulted In- a land 
slide victory fo r the inter-racial, 
anti-imperialist Peoples National 
Movement, headed (by Dr. Eric E 
Williams. The PNM, formed on
ly nine months ago and described 
by U jS. newsmen as Trinidad’s 
f irs t disciplined political party, 
won 13 of the 24 elective seats. 
The other seven are filled  by ap
pointment of the British Crown 
Governor. The predominately 
East Indian Peoples Democratic 
Party got five seats while the 
predominately Roman- Catholic 
Party of P e o p l e s  Progress. 
Groups headed by A lbert Gomez, 
Minister of Labor Commerce and 
Industry, failed to elect even, its 
leader. Gomez, a right-winger, is 
expected to be one -of the British 
appointees, however.

THE BOLIVIAN REVOLU
TION -moved to the le ft this week 
as (¡1) Congress began drawing 
up a new Constitution to legal
ize major changes made since the 
revolution of April 1952 (2) oust
ed a right-w ing -military dicta
torship and' (3) put the liberal 
capitalist M1NR (National Rev
olutionary Movement) -in power. 
These changes include nationali
zation of large tin  mines, agra
rian reforms and universal suf
frage. The MNR has failed to 
solve the country’s economic c ri
sis and liberate the economy 
from Wall Street domination, but 
so fa r every attempt by fascists 
to launch a counter revolutionary 
drive, has 'been crushed by the 
armed workers. That happened 
once again last month, and the 
Congress is convened in  an at
mosphere dominated by the pow
er of the workers’ organizations. 
Armed miners guarded- a news
paper plant formerly owned hy 
a tin  magnate, which is expected

to be taken over by the Central 
Obrera (central council o f work
ers organizations). The new con
stitution is expected to make the 
armed workers and peasant’s 
m ilitia  part of the official armed 
forces.

*  ❖  *

ANEURIN BEVAN, British 
Labor Party left-w ing leader was 
elected party Treasurer, a top 
post, last week at the f if ty - f if th  
annual party conference in Black
pool. In  March 1955, right-w ing 
leaders nearly succeeded in ex
pelling Bevan because of his op
position to their support of im
perialist foreign policy. In- re
porting last week’s Bevan vic
tory, the c-aplitalist press stress
ed reports that he has not been 
as “ aggressive”  recently as he 
used to be.

*  *  *

A  WEST GERMAN CRISIS as
shaping up over Chancellor Ade
nauer’s attempt to complete 
formation of a 500,{KHhnian West 
German army to complement 
forces under U.S. command op
posing the 'Soviet Union. West 
Germans “ have run recruiting 
agents out of many a village. 
They jeer at and sometimes as
sault army volunteers,”  says the 
October 7 New York Times. The 
German Trade Union Federa
tion, which had previously stayed 
-away from direct political action, 
voted at Its  congress last week 
to block re-armament “ w ith all 
legal means,”  and formed a trade 
union committee to work out its 
own plan fo r German re-unifica
tion.

*  *  *

SOVIET DIVORCE LAWS, once 
the world’s most liberal as a re
sult of the 1(917 Revolution but 
made arb itrary and restrictive 
under the Stalinist regime, are 
under sharp criticism from lead
ing  judges, lawyers, and doctors 
who are calling fo r liberalization 
according to the Russian news
paper Litera turn-ay a G a z e t  a. 
There is widespread resentment 
and evasion of the present laws 
among people without “ pull”  
w i t  h government bureaucrats 
who grant divorces, and w ithout 
money to pay the large fees 
presently required. This is un
dermining Soviet legality, the 
quoted officials say.
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